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nvention relates to a circuit arrangenent for operating a discharge
conprising a DC-AC converter provided with a branch A having ends
ble for being connected to a DC voltage source and conprising a series
it of PENol4s§#3 ching el ements for gehkerating a periodic volt ag&5hipo4
conducti ng and non-conducting alternately wth a frequency f, each
hi ng ABSFRACThei ng shunted by a diode, a control circuit coupled to
ol elgctrodes of tpe switching elenments for rendering the swtching
nts c ﬁcaﬂtcmeg}?ﬂ'non-conducti ng alternately with the frequency f, a
branch B which shunts one of the switching el enents and which

I ses i nductive neans L and neans for coupling the discharge lanp to
oad branch B[err] means M for adjusting the power consuned by the

di sclharge | anp. According to the invention, the nmeans M conprise neans M
for Jadjusting the value of the difference Tt-Td, in which Tt is a tine
i ntgrval during whi The dmentibn rdiftes v 4 elrcuig aftargennint fors operadinea idisghahgei ng a
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cycle of the periog?ic voltage, and,Td is a tinme interval during which
G- eomersnpeovidadi Wi cl e of the periodic vol t age.

a w de range of t usta
comprising a series circuit of two switching elements for generating a periodic

5 voltage by being conducting and non-conducting alternately with a frequency f,
each switching element being shunted by a diode,
- a control circuit coupled to control electrodes of the switching elements for
rendering the switching elements conducting and non-conducting alternately
with the frequency f,
10 - a load branch B which shunts one of the switching elements and which
comprises inductive means L and means for coupling the discharge lamp to the
load branch B,
- means M for adjusting the power consumed by the discharge lamp.
According to the fnvention, the means M comprise means Mp for
15 adjusting the value of the difference Tt-Td, in which Tt is a time interval during which
one of the switching elements is conducting during a half cycle of the periodic voltage,
and Td is a time interval during which a diode is conducting during this same half cycle
of the periodic voltage.
It is achieved by this that the discharge lamp burns in a stable manner

20 over a wide range of the adjustable power.

Fig. 1.
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