CREDIT CARD: W TH MAGNI FYI NG LENS BACKGROUND OF THE . INVENTICN Fleld of the
Imvention This invention is related to pocket nagnlflers 5 and
specifically &¥@8({¥d420 a credit having an integral ‘nagnifying IBT=T§/US93’/["176
Description of the Prior Art There have | ong been reading | enses and

magni fyi ng gl asses available to assist peoplesin 10 reading. books,. . ...
docunents and the |like without the use of reading glas§H$‘ TheSe;are" W
particularly useful when the person encounters small pyint duptRg.ran

activity which nakes it inconvenient or difficult to step-ard-put- -on-

readi ng gl asses. As TREDIATRIARD & INOOWMAGNIFEING LENG hat shovvn in

U S. Patent 3,140, 8 diatéﬁﬂmt %IB |1! AWE»PB’IOn

Field of the Inventlon

This invention is related to pocket magnifiers
5 and is specifically directed to a credit having an
integral magnifying lens.
Description of the Prior Art
There have long been reading lenses and
magnifying glasses available to assist people in
i0 reading books, documents and the like without the use
of reading glasses. These are particularly useful
when the person encounters small print during an
activity which makes it inconvenient or difficult to
stop and put on reading glasses.
15 As an example, a book mark such as that shown in
U.S. Patent 3,140,883 issued to R.L. Anthony on
July 14, 1964 may be integrally attached to a book
such as a telephone directory or a dictionary,
wherein the end of the book mark is provided with a
20 sealed pockét for receiving a plastic magnifying
lens. The magnifying lens may be moved up and down
the page as desired to provide magnification of the
text in the book. This permits the user to read the
text without first putting on his eyeglasses.
25 A pocket magnifier such as that shown in U.S.
Patent 3,409,347 issued to R. Vogel on November 5,
1968 includes a pocket pouch adapted to be carried in
the breast or hip pocket of the user or in a purse or
wallet. The lens is formed of a transparent plastic
30 sheet material having a substantial degree of
stiffness and having fresnel lens contours mclded
into its upper surface. The lens unit may be slidably
retracted into and extended out of the pocket. The
pocket magnifier may be easily utilized to magnify
35 small print and the like when the user is in a
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gu[y 14, 1964 may be integrally attached to a book such as a tel ephone
Hirectory or a dictionary, wherein the end of the book mark)is provided
mith a, 20 swewlp%ketrhf Qr _1.ec iving a plastic magnifying | en?CIVRS93/01176
‘magni fying lens may be novAgh dipcant” °¢ he page ‘as’ desired to.provide
"magni fication of the text [l E his pernits thetusérito repd the
text without first puttingl e sses.“ 25 A"pocket magni fier
such as that shown in U S. Patent 3,409,347 issued to R Vogel on Novenber
5, 1968 includes a pocket pouch adapted to be carried in the breast or hip
pocket of the user LD:a_ P o] I ; | 2

t ranspar ent pIastiCPQBAElgﬂegﬁéﬁ%téFrg% ﬁQEi%QQZ&EE%S?gn??§F§§88%eg°of
stiffness and havingt@PeéheactéﬁstthnogréeﬁngﬁeHanPB readipgeglaastsce.

The lens unit may be sliggRby examples of special purposes magnifying

lens structures shown, by way of example, in U.S.

5 Patent No. 4,044,889 entitled "COSMETIC CONTAINER
INCLUDING IETEGRATED LENS STRUCTURE" issued to S.
Orentreich et al on August 30, 1977 and U.S. Patent
No. 4,393,610 entitled "CARD CARRYING MICROFILM AND
ASSOCIATED READING LENS AND PROCESS OF FORMING SAME"®

10 issued to D. Adrian on July 18, 18983.

With the ever expanding use of credit cards and
other financial transaction cards, there is an
increasing requirement that the card user be able to
verify a transaction at the point-bf-use. This means

is the user must be able to read the card invoice to
determine the accuracy of the information before he
signs the invoice to indicate his acceptance. Since
most of the information on the invoice is impact
printed either on a carbon set or carbonless -form,

20 the print is not only controlled in size but is often
of a low contrast with respect to the base form
paper. This makes the form difficult to read,
particularly for those who normally require reading
glasses. Also, when the transaction card is used, it

25 is often not convenient to take the time to put on
reading glasses before reviewing the card invoice.
While the pocket magnifiers of the prior art could be
used for this purpose, use of such devices requires a
separate activity which does not provide a great

30 improvement over the use of reading glasses. As a
result, many credit card users simply do not take the
time and effort to accurately verify a transaction at
the point-of-sale, relying on the sales clerk for the
accuracy of the information.

35 It is, therefore, desirable to provide ready

means for immediate verification of credit card and



retracted into and extended out of the pocket. The pocket nagnifier may be
easily utilized to magnify 35 small print and the |i ke when the user is
ina- 2 locatwooaesds it is not feasible or desirable to stop a

activity in order to put on reading glasses. Other exanples of spe3ﬁ§VUSQy0“76
pur poses- magni fying | ens structures shown, by way of exanple, in U S 5

Patent No. 4,044,889 entitled "COSMETIC CCNTAINER'MNCLUDINGHFNTEGRATED LENS
STRUCTURE" issued to S. Orentreich et al on August 30, 1977 °dand U'$. Patent

No. 4,393,610 entitled "CARD CARRYI NG M CROFI LM AND.. ASS@CIATED READI NG LENS

AND PROCESS OF FCRNIN SAME",
er financial card transactions at the

point-of-sale in a convenient manner not requiring

extraneous activity such as locating and using a

pocket magnifier or taking the time to put on reading
5 glasses in order to be able to accurately read the

invoice. None of the devices of the prior art address
this need.
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10 issued to D. Adrian on July 19, 1983. Wth the ever expandi ng use of
credit cards and other financial transaction cards, there id an increasing
requi renent t H¥O 9c3h7664€%1rdmss}{eettiﬁs§£}x§ep§ verify a tiransacti-on-at PCRAUS93/01176

poi nt - of -use. This means 1 acgt be abl e [t'0"¥ead t he:catd; !
i nvoice to determne the a lﬂH
invoice to indicate his ac

{ i nfogmati o bef of& tiesi gns  he
#e nost of the infornation on the

invoice is inpact printed either on a carbon set or carbonless-form 20

the print is not only controlled in size but is often of a | ow contrast

wi th respect to theghas : kes the formdifficult to read,

particularly for those urre reading glasses. Al so, when the

transaction card is usedThPtSEBJec 516??€F1ﬂ8tléoﬁg€ﬁp$ﬁ§ te pakdngReiplne

to put on transaction card such as a credit card or the like

which incorporates an integral magnifying lens. Use
5 of the card of the subject invention autométically
places a magnifying lens at the disposal of the user,
whereby he may immediately verify a financial
transaction at the point-of-sale without first
locating a magnifying glass or taking the time and

10 effort to put on reading glasses. The invention is
particularly useful when making credit card )
transactions during an activity where the user would
not normally be wearing his reading glasses. For
example, during sports activities or other types of

15 activities where a person does not normally encounter
reading material. it may be desirable to make a
credit card transaction in order to pay for rental of
equipment or user fees or the like. By using the
credit card of the subject invention, the user can

20 immediately read and verify the financial transaction
at the point-of-sale by placing the magnifying lens
incorporated in the credit card over the printed
material on the transaction form. Thus, the print is
magnified with the card used for the transaction,

25 eliminating the need to locate a pocket magnifier or
the time and effort required to put on reading
glasses in order to verify the transaction.

In the preferred form of the invention, a
typical credit card blank is subdivided into a

30 plurality of zones, specifically a data zone and a
non-data zone. The data zone is adapted for receiving
and carrying machine readable information such as a
magnetic strip including magnetically encoded
information and embossed alpha numeric lettering for

35 creating an imprint on the credit card transaction
form. The non-data zone is generally free of any



readi ng gl asses before reviewing the card invoice. Wile the pocket

magni fiers of the prior art could be used for this purpose, use of such
devi-ces requiwg3nieapar sﬁa% }k EECXRWACFJ.' does -not provide a gr egtr/8893/01176
| nprovenment over the use amses. As aresult, many credit card
users sinply do not take t @1fort to adcurately ver|fy a;
transaction at the point-o g onSthe sal es EFerk “fior the
accuracy of the |nfornat|on It is, thereforé; “desirabte to
provide ready neans for |nned|ate verlflcation of credit card and ot her

fi nanci al r rans ctions at the,point-of-sale.i.n a _co ven| nt nner not
reqﬁlflﬁg card t %ormation requlged %o Le machine rea hodg%

this zone often includes identifying indicia, logo
types and other information relating to the issuing
institution. In the preferred form of the invention,

5 a portion of the non-data zone includes an.integral
magnifying lens carried in and forming a part of the
credit card. It has been found that a substantially
rigid, transparent plastic material of a thickness
‘corresponding to the thickness of the credit card

10 base may be incorporated in a window provided in the
base. In the preferred embodiment of the inventicn,
the transparent plastic includes fresnel lens
contours on the top surface for defining a magnifying
lens. By placing the lens in the non-data zone, the

15 lens does not interfere with the machine transactions

| required in order to use the credit card at a
point-of-sale.

In one embodiment of the invention, the lens is
an elongated rectangle generally placed in parallel

20 with the magnetic strip which is commonly attached to
the back of the credit card. In this embodiment,
there is no alteration of the data zone as commonly
incorporated on credit cards.

A second embodiment of the invention

25 incorporates a lens with a larger usable area.
However. this particular embodiment requires
alteration of the data zone. Depending on the issuing
institution, one embodiment may be more desirable
over the other, depending on the flexibility of the

30 location and format of the data zones on the card.

In a typical credit card, the base is made of a
substantially rigid plastic material which is
laminated with a thin printed material on both the
top surface and the bottom surface thereof, including

35 identifying indicia, logo types and the like on the
top, the magnetic strip, a signature strip and



extraneous acti.vity such as locating and using a pocket nagnifier or taking

the tine to pwb@w@di ng 5 gl asses in order to be able to acﬁ%@é’)@‘m‘%

read t’he invoi Ce. ne of the devices of the prior fartaddress t

SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The subject invention is di‘t'ectéd fo:sa fi.nanci al
transaction card such as a credit. card or the.likejwhichiimcorporates an
integral magnifying lens. Use 5 of the card of the siibject-ifaventjion
automatically places a nmagnifying |l ens at the disposal of the user, whereby

he may i mediately verify a financi al transaction at the point-of-sale
Wit hout first various terms and conditions on the bottom. In one

embodiment of the invention, the lens may be placed
in the credit card prior to the laminating process,
whereby the laminate cover materials may be used to

5 overlap the edge of the lens and help retain it in
the credit card. The lens may be sonic welded,
adhesively secured or otherwise mounted in a window
in the credit case base, with or without utilizing
the laminate material to assist in framing and

10 mounting the lens in the credit card.

It is, therefore, an object and feature of the
subject invention to provide for a credit card having
an integral magnifying lens permitting the user to
immediately verify financial transactions at the

15 point-of-sale without first requiring that the user
put on reading glasses or the like.

It is another object and feature of the
invention to enhance the use of credit cards by
permitting immediate verification of credit card

20 transactions by users normally having difficulty in
reading small print, without requiring an additional
activity of locating a magnifying lens or putting on
reading glasses.

It is another object and feature of the subject

25 invention to provide for a credit card having an
integral magnifying lens and adapted for enlarging
the small print generally used in the confined space
of the credit card transaction form.

It is yet another object and feature of the

30 invention to provide for an integral lens in a
financial transaction card wherein the lens does not
interfere with the machine readable information
required on the card in order to complete a point-
of-sale transaction.
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| ocating a magnifying glass or t aki ng the tinme and 10 effort to put on

readi ng gl asseifyl ngentl on is particularly useful when nmaking credit

card transacti dhQ g an activity where the user_woul d not nor nBRCEYUSES/01176
wearing his reading glasses. For exanple, during gponts: t|.\,/,_|,_t| es or ot her
types of 15 activities where a person does npt normal }; ¢
material, it may be desirable to make a credit carfg-transa -on in order to

pay for r_ent al of equipnment or user fees or the like. By usi ng the credit
card of the subject invention, the user can 20 i medi ately read and

verify the financial trarsaodr csbpéctdeam®i féahrseal bei‘.hﬂl iﬁbggtwﬁ wil
magni fying lens i ncqgé)%eaaﬁe]gls’}n the cr ed| t card over the printe er

on the transaction form IPRATRAT T 1ela ?FEBmRFPﬁlﬂﬁedtaWélngséﬂd
for the transacti on,description.
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25 eli.mnating the need to |ocate a pocket magnifier or the time and

effort required to put on reading glasses in order to verify the

transaction. Iywgdwgiggasferred formof the invention, a typi caI cr eghrusessdii176
bl ank is subdivided into a 30 plurality of zones, specifically a data

zone and a non-data zone. The data zone is adapted erfrecervrng -and

carryi ng machi ne readabl e i nformati on such as8a nagnétrc:strip |nclud|ng

magneti cal ly encoded i nformati on and enbossed al pha._ nuﬂe

'etterwng for

35 creating an inprint on the credlt card transactlon form ™ The-non-data

zone is generally free of an

ES PT ON OF E _DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 shows the top side of a credit card
incorporating a magnifying lens, in accordance with

the subject invention.

5 ' Fig. 2 shows the bottom side of the credlt card

of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 shows the top side of an alternative
embodiment of a credit card incorporated magnifying
lens in accordance with the subject invention.

i0 Fig. 4 shows the bottom side of the credit card

Of Figo 39 T

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view of the credit

card and lens combination, taking generally along the

line 5-5 of Fig. 1.
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information required to be nmachine read, although this zone often includes
identifying indicia, |ogo types and other information relating to the

i ssui ng i nst wyotoBoresds n the preferred formof the invention, 5 peTHISYIVEONTE6
of the non-data zone i ncl TidesicaHasd BeteppRtedmagni f.yi.ng.l.ens carried in and

formng a part of the credi il been | ¢und:that:-a’ sybstantially
rigid, transparent plastic Ile t hi 8knkss cariespondi ng ito the
t hi ckness of the credit ca &'9tay be i heor-porated -in-a-vi ndow

provided in the base. In the preferred enbodi nent of the invention, the

transparent plastic_] es_fresnel |en ont aul ol Irface for
defining a nagnifypﬁggitg§f§§§g§i§$;9§—9§ei £ s BRGS0 A one, the
15 lens does not intehfeypivalhrihantdali keansaction casdr as ithe
order to use the CE%Qa&tCQEQda&oais shown in Fig. 1 and includes, as is

common, embossed lettering at 12, which is machine

5 readable for permitting the credit card to be
imprinted at a point-of-sale transaction. As is shown
in Fig. 2, most credit cards now contain a magnetic
strip material 14 which includes magnetically encoded
information readable by computer terminals utilized

10 in many point-of-sale terminals. Also included is a

signature strip 16 which is on the back of the card

and adapted for receiving a manually applied

signature to be applied by the user of the card.
The magnetic strip 14 and embossed lettering 12,

15 along with the signature strip 16, identify a data
zone on the card. This data zone is generally
controlled by financial institutions in an effort to
standardize the cards so that various cards issued by
a mulitiplicity of institutions may be used on

20 standardized terminals at the point-of-sale. For
example, the placement of the magnetic strip 14
relative to the top edge 18 of the card is
standardized, as is the width of the strip 14 in
order to permit ready readability of the magnetically

25 coded information by any typical point-of-sale
magnetic reader. Likewise, the font, size and
position of the embossed lettering 12 is controlled
to assure machine readabilitf of the information
imprinted from the card when a point-of-sale

30 transaction is made on a typical credit card
imprinter. Only the position of the signature strip
16 can be altered without interfering with the
machine readability of the card.

Today, many cards also include identifying

35 indicia such as logo types and the like as indicated

at 20 for identifying the issuing institution. An



point-of-sale. .In one enbodi nent of the invention, the Iens I's an el ongat ed
rectangl e gen ced in parallel 20 wth the magnetic str

i's commonly aﬁ@ghyﬁ% th@h:pﬁl§ of t he credit card. In this enbo %98%“76
there is no alteration of t$§1e.hi S Re

cards. A second enbodi nent
| ar ger usabl e area. However Fli IBEED Al :
of the data zone. Depending on the issulng |nst|tutLan j

be nore desirable over the other, depending on the erX|b|I|ty ‘of "t he 30
| ocati on and fornatlnéremelmgiaumbaesoﬁncahéscalao inciudgpachblogedit

card, the base is npde-pf 2 SHPShaPhE Mbds195GiREAShEE: PBEELhA n¥RLED. ! S
The hologram panel 22 is generally located in or near
the portion of the data zone including the embossed

5 lettering 12. In the embodiment of the invention
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a magnifying lens 24 is
positioned ih a window 25 provided in the base 11 of
the card 10 such that it is in noninterfering
relationship with the magnetic strip 14 and the

10 embossed lettering 12. The magnetic lens 24 is an
elongate, rectangular lens mounted parallel to the
magnetic strip 14 in the space between the magnetic
strip and the embossed lettering. This space is
generally sufficient in size to accommodate the lens

15 24 since it is required that the embossed lettering
12 be spaced sufficiently from the magnetic strip 14
to assure that the embossing of the card does not in
any way alter the functionality of the magnetic
strip.

20 In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
the lens member 24 comprises a substantially rigid,
transparent plastic element having approximately the
same rigidity as the credit card base. As shown in

_ Figs. 1 and 2, the credit card base 11 includes a

25 window 25 having a top edge 30, a bottom edge 31 and
side edges 32 and 33. The lens element 24 is adapted
to be placed in the window 25 and has outer edges
common with the window edges 30-33. The lens may then
be sonic welded or adhesively secured to the credit

30 card base 11 in the manner well known to those who
are skilled in the art. In the preferred embodiment
of the invention, the lens 24 is of a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the credit card
base 11, assuring that the presence of the lens in

35 the credit card does not interfere in any manner with

the machine readability of the information contained



| am nated with .a thin printed material on both the top surface and the
bottom surface thereof, including 35 identifying indicia, |ogo types and
the.like on t WO #»i6445he nagnetic strip, a signature strip and - pGr/US93/01176
various terns and COﬂdItiT@lﬂsheelm{aH%%n Inrene‘ enbodi ment of the

i nvention, the | ens may b cre card~pr1orlto 1 he

| am nating process, Wnere g!!H,g@gE cov *rratem nay” b& used to 5
overlap the edge of the lens a tain |t lﬁ~the‘cred|t cqrd The

|l ens may be sonic wel ded, adhesively secured or otherw se nounted in a

wi ndow in the credify G35¢ NARSssdd tﬂgeﬂrg&% S i{hzing magnetic strip
14. It will be understood that the lens could be
incorporated in the card a variety of ways, including

being an lntegral unitary member of the card base.

5 A fresnel-type contour lens has been found to be
particularly useful for this type of application. The
fresnel contour lines 36 or ribs are typically
contained on the top side of the lens, or the front
of the credit card as shown in Fig. 1. This permits

10 the credit card to be held With the front side up in
typical manner, when utilizing the magnifying lens.

An alternative embodiment of the invention is

shown in Figs. 3 and 4. There, the lens element 124
is of a substantially sguare cross section utilizing

15 a fresnel lens comprising the concentric circle
configuration shown at 60, and mounted in a
complementary window 125 in the base 11. This
particular configuration of the invention is useful
when it is possible to alter the shape of the data

20 zone and thé placement of the embossed lettering 112.
As terminal encoders come more widely accepted, and
the magnetic encoding strip 14 (Fig. 4) more commonly
used as the source for machine readable information,
the importance of the embossed lettering is becoming

25 diminished. This will permit alteration of the
placement of the embossed lettering on the card
without interfering with the machine readability of
the card at the point-of-sale. This permits the
embossed lens element 124 to be customized to varying

30 desires and taste without interfering with the
overall machine readability of the credit card.

As is shown in Fig. 5, the typical credit carad

base 11 is a laminated composite member including a
solid core material as shown at 11 with a thin

35 plastic laminate 50 on the top surface and a similar

' thin plastic material 52 laminated on the bottom



the lam nate material to assist in framng and 10 mounting the lens in

the credit.card. It is, therefore, an object and.feature of !the. subject

i nventi on to PYEWBES43r a credit card having an jimt egial nagﬂlfyPﬁ@/wwmﬂﬁ
permtting the user to imediately verify flnanplal t nsa"|@n$ at the 15
poi nt-of -sale without first requiring that the user. plit ol 3ead|ng gl asses

or the like. It is another object and featuré of the inventi®oh"td enhance
the use of credit cards by permitting inmediate verification of credit card
20  transactions by users normally having difficulty in reading snal

print, without requshtfgcal @ddi &.aﬂﬂﬁhtagt b4l hdob2l agatl gagezaTagni fyi ng

| ens or putting on readlng glasses I s anot her object "and feafure qof the
subj ect printe na four-color format, permitting attractive

logotypes identifying the financial institution and

permitting customized color schemes for the card The

5 laminate materials 50 and 52 also early the magnetic
encoding st;ip 14, the signature strip 16 and the
hologram panel 22. As shown in Fig. 5, the fresnel
lens element 124 is located in the window 125 of the
credit card and may be secured therein by sonic

i0 welding, adhesives or the like along the side edges
of the window, as at 60. Where the laminated card is
used, the laminate materials 50 and 52 may overlap
the edges 62, 64 of the window and the lens 124 may
include a peripheral lip or rim 58 for holding the

15 lens in place.. Of course, the lens may also be of a
rectangular cross section and sonically welded or
adhesively secured to the base 11 with or without use
of the laminates 50 and 52.

While certain objects and features of the

20 invention have been described in detail herein, it
will be readily understood that the invention
includes all modifications and enhancements within
the scope and spirit of the following claims.
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25 invention.to provide for a credit card having an integral magnifying
| ens. ‘and adapted for enlarging the small print generally used in the

confined space of the credit card transactlon,4 m
object and feature of the 30 i nvention to prOV|d“
a financial transaction card wherein the |ens.zloes

It i-s yet. anot her
for

machi ne readabl e information required on the card in i der-t-o- conplete a

poi nt- of -sal e trandd&IMSn. 7. Oher objects and features
be regadidiyigpparent fromthe acconpanying dr ahil

i nvention will
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1. A financial transaction card adapted for
individual use in reading information stored externally
to the card, the card of the type having machine readable
information contained thereon identifying the user and the
issuing institution for transacting business at locations
remote from the issuing institution, the card comprising:

a. a rigid substantially rectangular base;

b. wmachine readable information carried on the base
for identifying the wuser and the issuing
institution; and

c. a magnifying lens_Egrmanently secured in the base
in non-interfering relatioﬁship with the machine
readable information.

2. The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein
the base includes a front surface and a back surface and
wherein the card further comprises a magnetic tape strip
adapted for carrying magnetically encoded machine readable
information, the strip bein secured to one cof the
surfaces of the base.

3. The financial transaction card ¢f claim 1, whersin
the base includes a front surface and a back surface and
wharein the card further comprises a predetermined arsa

the kase adapted o e embossed with raised

alpha-numeric indicia on the front surface cf the base o

provide alpha-numeric information identifying the user and
S

suing institution.

4. The financial transaction card cf claim 1, wherai

the base is subdivided into a plurality of zones,

and a non-data zone which is free of any machine readable

information.
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descriptioh

side.of a credlt card incorporating a magnifying, Iens,uln
i nvention. 5 Fig. 2 shows the; ‘bot't om
1. Fig. 3 shows the top side of an,. alternavrve'enbodlnent of-a.:

t he subj ect

- 8. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAWNGS Fig. 1 shows the top

&Ccordance with
i deoftitthe credlt

credit card incorporated magnifying lens in accordance W th the" §ibj ect

card of Fig.
i nventi on.
Fig. 3.

10

8]
[ae]

25

30

Figs.4 shovE nbhe iRt AR side oof chRe oF el {, %?r\gth;Ein

the magnifying lens is confined to the non-data zone.

6. The financial transaction card of claim 4, wherein
the data zone includes a section adapted for receiving a
magnetic information strip adapted for carrying
magnetically encoded machine readable information.

7. The financial transaction card of claim 4, wherein
the data zorne includes a section adapted to receive
embcssed lettering comprising alpha-numeric indicia

identifying the user and the issuing institution.

8. The financial transaction card of claim 4, further
comprising a signature strip located on the base in the
data zone and adapted for receiving a manually applied
signature of the user.

9. The financial transaction card of claim 2, wherein
the magnetic tapes strip spans the base of the card and
is disposed parallel to the longitudinal axis thereof, and
wherein the magnifying lens is an elongated rectangle

mounted in the base parallel to the magnetic tape strip.

13. The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein
the magnifying lens has a substantially square peripheral

contour.

11. The financial transacticn card of claim 1, wherein
the base has a predetermined thickness and the magnifying
lens has a maximum thickness substantially the same as the

predetermined thickness of tre base.

12. The financial transaction card of claim 1, whersin
the magnifying lens 1s a transparent plastic element
having a top surface and a bottom surface and includes

fresnel contcur lines on the top surface therectf.
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Fi'lg. 5'is a cross sectional view of the, credit carg-and | & 'f@l i
t aki ng generally along the line 5-5 of "Fig 1_'_{'- 9: -DETAI L ~P

OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI MENT A typi cali_fi nah¢ial- transact [ on,.c,axd such .as2
the credit card 10 is shown in Fig. 1 and inclifdes, ‘as is conien, enbossed
lettering at 12, which is. machine 5 readabl e for permtting the credit

card to be inprinted at &3poFhe-fonacalielt franration casdiof shaim U/ nwhegein,

nost credit cards NOWheORLaENCAmPBRINES iL£ kbl aﬂ&hgraaio;;lﬂsuwlaea I BChyEesSm

neti [ 1 n |nfr
magneti cal Iy encoded fgcgaghgnarsaggg$? gﬁé ca &”é%rt%%&nkg%pglgiﬂélgeqop

layer of sheet material secured to the top surface of the
5 «ccre and a bottom layer of sheet material secured to the
pottom surface of the core, and wherein the magnifying

lens is secured in the window thereof.

14. The financial transaction card of c¢laim 13,

wherein the top layer of sheet material, the bottom layer

10 of sheet wmaterial and the <c¢ore have a combined
predetermined thickness and wherein the magnifying lens

has a maximum thickness substantially the same as the

combined predetermined thickness.

15. The financial transaction card of claim 13,
15 wherein the magnifying lens comprises a peripheral
cenforming to the shape of the window and having a

thickness corresponding to the thickness of the core, and

H

an interior pcrtion having a thickness corresponding t:

the combined thickness of the bottom layer of shee:

39}
[

raterial, the tcp layer of sheet material and the core,
and wherein the tcop and bottom layers of sheet material

axtend into the windcw and cver the peripheral rim of tZh=s

i5. A credit card for point-of-sale crediz
zZ5 transactions, adapted for se in rsading informaticn
stored externally to the card, the card including machins

readable informaticn thereon for identifying the card user

and the issuing institution, the card of the type having

WY

rigid substantially rectangular base having a toc
30 surface and a bottcm surface and including a data zcns

wherein the machine readable information is located and

2.

a non-data zone free of machine readable information, th

1Y

card further comprising:

T O A ,,5515,,555“ ,],gﬂ'ggr
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which is on the back of the card and adapt ed Of - ecgl Vi ngv'la: oan

appl.ied signature to be applied by the uskr..of the 'dard..The maghetic strip
14 and enmbossed lettering 12, 15 along with the signature 319 n:d6,- =73 1534
identify a data zone on the card. This data zdfe is general | y't ftYol | ed by
financial institutions in an_effort to standardize cards so that
various cards issued by g'nu?tiwﬁlnfigwt Ynoftarllens{)fg%%t i%%gtﬁgylﬂe e P IH 2
standardized term nal s at thegopdi ndf-sal e. For exanple, the placenent of
the magnetic strip 14 repatiye daQntReiLOP 1€6GE ®dndda-card. i in th
standardi zed, as is the. w dth of %trhe%t?i p 14 i%%rder--tgcpe%%%dreégy =
readability of the md§R8P¥cally 25 coded information by any typical

poi nt - of -sal e

10 in many point-of-sale terninals. Al soTi;.r_i._{:'l.,upl-e;d}.;iﬂlg".;ai'{ﬁfisgmatug StyiA 16
tOF.~f ecel vi ni @M@iL?

5 17. The credit card of claim 16, further comprising
a magnetic encoding strip secured to the béttom surface
of the base and adapted for receiving and storing
magneticall? encoded machine readable information
identifying the card user and the issuing institution, and

10 a signature strip on the bottom surface of the base

adapted for receiving a manually applied signature.

18. The credit card of claim 17, wherein a portion of
the data zcne 1is adapted for receiving embossed
alpha-numeric indicia in a machine readable format in

15 non-interfering relationship with the magnetic encoding

strip and the signature strip.

19. The credit card of claim 17, wherein the magnetic
strip spans the base of the card and is disposed parallsl
to the longitudinal axis thereof, and wherein tie

20 magnifying lens is an elongated rectangle mounted in ths

pase parallel to the magnetic tape strip.

20. The credit card of claim 16, wherein th=
magnifying lens has a stubstantially sguare peripheral

contour.

25 21. The credit card of claim 16, wherein the base nas
a predetermined thickness and the magnifying lens has =
maximum thickness substantially the same as <th=

predetermined thickness of the base.

23. The credit card of claim 22, wherein the btase
30 comprises a core having a top surface, a bottom surfacs

and a window, tne card further comprising a top layer cf

This Sheet Has Been Replaced
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magnet'i c. reader. Likewi se, the font, size and. pOSIIIOﬂ of the enbossed
| ettering 12 is controlled to assure Jmchin., ey I} rigdd&biy |

i mprinted fromthe card when a poi nti of-sag 40 trangiettl’on Jsﬁe@iogne 8
typical credit card inprinter. Only f[‘_"h_e"_,pgs.y.tf'-|---an ofthe si gnature strip

can be altered without interfering wth the n&éhi ne readabi I]Pg’\pf"‘t he ; FF3 1994
card. Today, many cards al so include identifying 35 I ndi ci a such as o]

types and the |ike a¥'§Sidi"B&EEdaat sevinest todERei 9P Ry afites of Uil core an
institution. An 19. botrdneasd e i sHedf wdads adl sedurehuds apRokedeam

surface of the core, and wherein the magnifying lens is

secured in the window thereof.

5 24. The credit card of claim 23, wherein the top layer
cf sheet material, the bottom layer of sheet material and
tne base have a combined predetermined thickness and
wherein the magnifying lens has a maximum thickness

substantially the same as the combined predetermined
10 thickness.

25. The credit card of claim 23, wherein the
magnifying lens comprises a peripheral rim conforming to
the shape o©f the window and having a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the core, and an

15 interior portion having a thickness corresponding to the
combined thickness of the bottom layer of sheet material,
the top layer of sheet material and.the core, and wherein
the tcp and bottom layers of sheet material extend into
the window and over the peripheral rim of the magnifying

20 iens.

26. A card containing information and adapted for use,
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising a substantially non-foldable rigid base,

and a magnifying lens permanently secured within the caxd.

25 27. The card according to claim 26 further including
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured

to at least one of the surfaces of the base.

28. The card according to claim 26 wherein the base
30 1is plastic.

*
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pat Ch n22 V\Ihl Ch I nCl Udes I SSUI ng I nst ',tl_'. J— ‘\C|;hwl{nhe hOl Ogl’ am pan6‘| 22
I's generally located in or near the portion. of .fhe ddtia zoene ing_\llJ\,gfi ?E {hf 76
embossed 5 lettering 12. In the ermbodiment -of “the invention $howd fA -~ L ¢ O

Figs. 1 and 2, a magnifying lens 24 is positio'“med in a w ndoypgs /proovi.ded-
in the base 11 of the card 10 such that it is'fn noni nterfer\il\ﬁg“/“o 1"TFEB 1934

relationship with the rngspe' stri;p.14 1 . ed letteri 12.
The magnetic lens 24 is an teIJIh%ngﬁ% 8, a%%%?ﬁ%%%rg? eanls“?%rﬁff%ee&eﬁgr gﬁfeeggtsg
the magnetic strip 1ag g largchpacel bhevwesrs elcepagtbistagtipplamtndss the

enbossed lettering. JdiiiS-sSPaCKLhScgepgs abdae sufficient in size to
accommodate the lens 15 24 Since it is required that the enbossed

|l ettering 12 be spaced sufficiently fromthe magnetic strip 14 to assure
t hat the enbossing of tH®.cdr daddesomdinimg information and adapted for use

5 in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising a rigid planar base having a width and a
length, wherein the length is greater than the width, and
a magnifying lens extending substantially across the
entire length of the base, the lens being permanently

10 secured within the base.

31. The card according to claim 30 further comprising
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured
to at least one of the surfaces of the base.

135 32. The card according to claim 31 wherein the base
is plastic.

(=<' 33. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising a rigid substantially planar base the base

20 having a thickness, and a magnifying lens permanently
secured within the base, the magnifying lens having a

maximum thickness not exceeding the thickness of the base.

;7 34. The card according to claim 33 wherein the base

is plastic.

25 35. The card according to claim 33 further including
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured

to at least one of the surfaces of the base.
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any way alter the functionality of the magneti c..strip. 20 In t he

preferred enbodi nent of the invention,” the L.ens: nenberfz ;GO iq} 1 1 7
t ranspar ent plagt

substantially rigid,

C elenent havi ng apDVOX| edy t he—~

sane.rigidity as the credit\card base ﬁs SHEwn in Figs. 1 and .2, the
credit card base 11 includes a 25" "mnndom1251ﬁaV|ng atop édgefaﬂg a -

bott om edge 31 and sideB%dggﬁ 32, and 3 The | ens el enment 24 is adapted-to
be placed in the wi ndow™25 d 1
30-33. The | ens nmay idddvideadonse maldeddmngadhésrm&ﬂymseQMﬁ%@ betbRally

credit 30 card ba [ e I tQ hose Q are s ed
inthe art. In the Sﬁgﬁéfrg Hnﬁﬂgpggﬁgmgk %%gq%ﬁbe Fi'ond it HW?n§e§§ Fi of
M%@#&OP@%%mgéemom Helearadying aé user and the

issuing institution for transacting business at locations

a thickness corresp
5

15

N
U

30

remote from the issuing institution, the card comprising:

a. a rigid substantially rectangular base compriging

(i) a core having a top surface, a bottom surface

and a window,

(ii) a top layer of sheet material secured to

the top surface of the core, and

(iii) a bottom layer of sheet material secured to

the bottom surface of the core;

b. machine readable information carried on the base
for identifying the wuser and the issuing
institution; and

c. a magnifying lens ccuprising

(i} a peripheral rim conforming to the shape of

the window and having a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the core,
and

{ii) an interior portion having a thickness

corresponding to the combined thickness
of the bottom layer of sheet material,
the top layer of sheet material and the
core,

wherein the magnifying lens is Eg;ﬁanently secured in

the window of the base in non-interferin

relationship with the machine readable information
such that the top and bottom layers of sheet material
extend into the window and over the peripheral rim of

the magnifying lens.

37. A financial transaction card adapted for

individual use in reading information stored externally
to the card, the card of the type having machine readable

information contained thereon identifying the user and the

K
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base 11, assuring that the presence of the |ens-in;35; "
does not interfere in any nanner with-tie mmEchive readphitinty of o h 1
i nfornation cont ai ned 11. in the epbosses P%?T‘y E—he‘&l@

magnetic strip i4. It will be understood_ that:

the credit card

ettering’ 12!ov¥-i +

-+he" T ens cou

176

I € ia -
incorporated in the card a variety of Ways, 41 udi ng bei nd%a!'.imhn/ﬁ}m eg]r aIF,EB 1334
unitary nmenber of thegga J[b‘{agtq : L5718t . contour, | ens. has
¥ f‘gr y ustehgt Vi (f)?rtﬁa{r{ qlngf %g%lprfess Fo]hocalﬁlons

been found to be particu

s type i Ca e

fresnel contour |in&§M3EEoFren Fdeatesripy caigti WsACRr neeP sardheomoplsing: of
the lens, or the front af therchadidureringdrasishovtctdndul@r basdhis permts

10

b
N

20

N
(9}

[99)]
[}

b. machine readable information carried on the base
for identifying the wuser and the issuing
institution; and )

c. a magnifying lens integral with the base in
non-interfering relationship with the machine
readable information.

L

38. A credit card for point-cf-sale credit

transactions, adapted for use in reading information
stored externally to the card, the card including machine
readable information thereon for identifying the card user
and the issuing institution, the card of the type having
a rigid substantially rectangular base having a top
surface and a bottom surface and  including a data zone
wherein the machine readable information is located and
a non-data zone free of machine readable information, the
card further comprising a magnifying lens integral with
the base.

39. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising:

a substantially non-foldable rigid base; and
a magnifying lens integral with the base.

40. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising: '

a rigid planar base having a width and a length,
wherein the length is greater than the width; and
a magnifying lens extending substantially across
the entire length of the base and being integral
with the base.

) 0 D \\ism\ﬁ“ﬁ}\\\i\!\\i!\d




10 the credit card to be held Wth the front side up in typical manner,

when utilizing the magnifying |lens. An al ter‘n_f'_a‘-t;'tﬁ-/;g‘;;g‘t\iﬁbgi: ment {of the

i nvention i s WRAM! Ffiwg§eeBHar$den4{epla'dﬂere, \t héevl ens el epent 124 PCE/G89301176
i 15 haities

substantially square cro&lg l'i zi ng r'esnel. ---dns conpri sing
the concentric circle congh H own at~60;and nounted in a

conpl enmentary w ndow 125 I ' "base 11. This particular configuration of
the invention is useful when it is possible to aier the shape of the data
20 zone and the placenment of lbhe erfossed lettering 112. As term nal

encoders cone nore wd accepted, and the magnetic encoding Jtrip 148
(Fig. 4) nore conmmonly d | ' Lon X
t he i mportance of the enbess T arm N LSRR >TPFs)
. : . . N
will permit alteration @Oth AN N \_\__\ SO\ \%
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pl acenent of the enbossed lettering on the card without .interferin mnth*
t he machi ne readability of the card at :the point-of- sale S Thi-s pern1ts t he
embossed | ens el ement 124 to be custonized to varying 30 ;-desirTes” and } !
taste without interfering with the overall machine readablllty of it he: '
credit card. As is shown in Fig. 5, the typical credit gard base 11 is a |
| am nat ed conposite nmenber including a solid core mat erial ~as shown at 11 |
with a thin 35 plastic lam nate 50 on the top surface and a simlar thin
plastic material 52 lamnated on the bottom 12. surface:~The Tam nat es

50 and 52 are generally  CREDIT CARD WITH MAGNIFYING LENS
BACKGROUND O TNV 0

ield of the Inventio _
This invention is related to pocket magnifiers
5 and is specifically directed to a credit having an
integral magnifying lens.
Description of the Prior Art
There have long been reading lenses and
magnifying glasses available to assist people in
i0 reading books, documents and the like without the use
of reading glasses. These are particularly useful
when the person encounters small print during an
activity which makes it inconvenient or difficult to
"stop and put on reading glasses.
15 As an example, a book mark such as that shown in
U.S5. Patent 3,140,883 issued to R.L. Anthony on |
July 14, 1964 may be integrally attached to a book
such as a telephone directory or a dictionary,
wherein the end of the book mark is provided with a
20 sealed pockét for receiving a plastic magnifying
lens. The magnifying lens may be moved up and down
the page as desired to provide magnification of the
text in the book. This permits the user to read the
text without first putting on his eyeglasses.
25 A pocket magnifier such as that shown in U.S.
Patent 3,409,347 issued to R. Vogel on November 5,
1968 includes a pocket pouch adapted to be carried in
the breast or hip pocket of the user or in a purse or
wallet. The lens is formed of a transparent plastic
30 sheet material having a substantial degree of
stiffness and having fresnel lens contours molded
into its upper surface. The lens unit may be slidably
retracted into and extended out of the pocket. The
pocket magnifier may be easily utilized to magnify
35 small print and the like when the user is in a



printed in a four-color format, permtting attractive | ogatypes-identi-fyi.ng
‘the financial institution and pern1tt|ng custom zed color schiemes: f or the
card The 5 | am nate materials 50 and 52 al so early the agneti-c encodi ng
strip 14, the signature strip 16 and the hologran1panel 22. . As .shown-in
Fig. 5 the fresnel lens element 124 is | o2ated in the window 125 of t He !
credit card and nay be secured therein by sonic 10 meldlng -adhesi'ves or
the like along the side edges of the window, as at 60. Wiere the Ian1nated
card is used, the lanjnate materials 50 and 5 overt-ap-the edges 62, 64
of the wi ndow antPFHeAPREheTa h’éylﬁnBPEdgeésb?ggpﬁé'r Sesirgbde om 58 for

holding the 15 st@&fsannaPtetry iff ogefseo phe banzedBiny Faased. a

rectangul ar cross sec 90 and_so |caIIy meldeq ol dhe5|veg% secured to the
base 11 with or witho # xamp es of’ spécial purposes ma |

lens structures shown, by way of example, in U.S.

5 Patent No. 4,044,889 entitled “"COSMETIC CONTAINER
INCLUDIRG INTEGRATED LENS STRUCTURE" issued to S.
Orentreich et al on August 30, 1977 and U.S. Patent
No. 4,393,610 entitled "CARD CARRYING MICROFILM AND
ASSOCIATED READING LENS AND PROCESS OF FORMING SAME"

10 issued to D. Adrian on July 18, 1983.

With the ever expanding use of credit cards and
other financial transaction cards, there is an
increasing requirement that the card user be able to
verify a transaction at the point-of-use. This means

15 the user must be able to read the card invoice to
determine the accuracy of the information before he
signs the invoice to indicate his acceptancé° Since
most of the information on the invoice is impact
printed either on a carbon set or carbonless -form,

20 the print is not only controlled in size but is often
of a low contrast with respect to the base form
paper. This makes the form difficult to read,
particularly for those who normally reguire reading
glasses. Also, when the transaction caxrd is used, it

25 is often not convenient to take the time to put on
reading glasses before reviewing the caxrd invoice.
While the pocket magnifiers of the prior art could be
used for this purpose, use of such devices requires a
separate activity which does not provide a great

30 improvement over the use of reading glasses. As a
result, many credit card users simply do not take the
time and effort to accurately verify a transaction at
the point-of-sale, relying on the sales clerk for the
accuracy of the information.

35 It is, therefore, desirable to provide ready
means for immediate verification of credit card and



of the lam nates 50 and 52. While certain objects and features of - the 20

i nvention have been described in detail herein, it wili be réadily " ;
understood that the invention includes all nDdlflcatlons and enhancenents
within the scope and spirit of the following clains. ! 13 CLAI'MS- Ve .

claim-- 1. A financial transaction acard adapted.. .for .individual

use in reading information stored externally to the card, the card of the
t ype havi ng machi ne readabl e i nformati on contai ned thereondeenthyingwthe
user and the

other financial card transactions at the

point-of-sale in a convenient manner not requiring

extraneous activity such as locating and using a

pocket magnifier or taking the time to put on reading
5 glasses in order to be able to accurately read the

invoice. None of the devices of the prior art address
this need.



5

I'ssuing institution for transacting business at

the issuing institution, the card conprising: a. a rigid. substantlally

b. nachlne readabl e i nformation carried on the base f or
i dentifying the user and the issuing 10 |nst|tut|on and: cf

magni fying | ens permanently secured in the4base in non- |nterfer|ng _
relationship with the machi ne readabl e i nformati on. Z. The Tinanci al

rectangul ar base;

transaction card of claiml1l, wherein 15
and a back surface and mhere;n the»card further
strip adapted foRUBEARY 5= 2

i nformati on,

3.

¥ncoded machi ne readabl e

The fi nanci al trans%ct i on c%r suc claim

10

15

20

25

30

35

as a cregwgacard or the like
which .incorporates an integral magnifying lens. Use

transaction ca
of the card of the subject invention autbmétically
places a magnifying lens at the disposal of the user,
whereby he may immediately verify a financial
transaction at the point-of-sale without first
locating a magnifying glass or taking the time and
effort to put on reading glasses. The invention is
particularly useful when making credit card
transactions during an activity where the user would
not normally be wearing his reading glasses. For
example, during sports activities or other types of
activities where a person does not normally encpunter
reading material. it may be desirable to nmake a
credit card transaction in oxrdexr to pay for rental of
equipment or user fees or the like. By using the
credit caxrd of the subject invention, the user can
immediately read and verify the financial transaction
at the point-of-sale by placing the magnifying lens
incorporated in the credit card over the printed
material on the transaction form. Thus, the print is
magnified with the card used for the transaction,
eliminating the need to locate a pocket magnifier or
the time and effort required to put on reading
glasses in order to verify the transaction.

In the preferred form of the invention, a
typical credit card blank is subdivided into a
plurality of zones, specifically a data zone and a
non-data zone. The data zone is adapted for receiving
and carrying machine readable information such as a
magnetic strip including magnetically encoded
information and embossed alpha numeric lettering for
creating an imprint on the credit card transaction
form. The non-data zone is genexrally free of any

| ocat-ons renvte. from

‘a

the stri n'hbels&%&eﬁurl@wmm iof dibected agssa of indcbase.

t he base i ncl udes a front_surface
conprisés a nagnetlc t ape

20



the base includes a front surface and a back surface and wherei.n. the card
further conprises a predeterm ned area on the base'! adapted a0 et
embossed with raised al pha-nuneric indicia on the front surface of- ‘the
base to 25 provide al pha-nuneric information |dent|fy|ng the.user-~and the
issuing institution. 4. The financial trdnsaction card of: ¢laim1;” mhereln
the base is subdivided into a plurality of zones, incliuding.a-data zone for
the machi ne readabl e i nformation 30 and a non-data zorie which is free of:

any machi ne readabl e i nfornmation. 14. 5. The financial .transaction card
of claim4, whedgifprmation required to be machine read, although

this zone often includes identifying indicia, logo
types and other information relating to the issuing
institution. In the preferred form of the invention,

5 a portion of the non-data zone includes an'integral
magnifying lens carried in and forming a part of the
credit card. It has been found that a substantially
rigid, transparent plastic material of a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the credit card

10 base may be incorporated in a window provided in the
base. In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
the transparent plastic includes fresnel lens
contours on the top surface for defining a magnifying
lens. By placing the lens in the non-data zone, the

15 lens does not interfere with the machine transactions
required in order to use the credit card at a
point-of-sale.

In one embodiment of the invention, the lens is
an elongated rectangle generally placed in parallel

20 with the magnetic strip which is commonly attached to
the back of the credit card. In this embodiment,
there is no alteration of the data zone as commonly
incorporated on credit cards.

A second embodiment of the invention

25 incorporates a lens with a larger usable area.
However. this particular embodiment requires
alteration of the data zone. Depending on the issuing
institution, one embodiment may be more desirable
over the other, depending on the flexibility of the

30 location and format of the data zones on the card.

In a typical credit card, the base is made of a
substantially rigid plastic material which is
laminated with a thin printed material on both the
top surface and the bottom surface thereof, including

35 identifying indicia, logo types and the like on the
top, the magnetic strip, a signature strip and



the magnifying lens is confined to the non-data zone. 6. The financi al
transaction card of claim4, wherein the data zone includes--a setti.
adapted for receiving a 5 nagnetic i nformati on striip:iiiadapted 7 f.0

carrying magnetically encoded nachi ne readabl e i nfornatiion-—~7."The . 1| |
financial transaction card of claima4, whefein the data izone:incliudes:a |
section adapted to receive enbossed lettering conprising: alpha-nuneric |

indicia 10 identifying the user and the issuing institu{ion: "8 " The :
financial transaction card of claim4

further conprising a signature. strip
| ocated on the LYARLOWE tFRXBRtaNd oRendhBigREpPBYther bpEsemyi &5 &N%anual | y

appl i ed si gnat urgmedaimént'Sef - tHe invenfion]hehkl NaAsi ahyt ban@%ie@n card
of claim2, wherein the magnetic tap

es strip ans the hase of the card and
i s di sposed par atP % CEPELF oRJFE UBF ASF ﬁ?i%ﬁghgﬁgapét&na process,
whereby the laminate cover materials may be used to
5 overlap the edge of the lens and help retain it in

the credit card. The lens may be sonic welded,

;
t
¢
{
{

adhesively secured or otherwise mounted in a window
in the credit case base, with oxr without utilizing
the laminate material to assist in framing and

i0 mounting the lens in the credit card.

It is, therefore, an object and feature of the
subject invention to provide for a credit card having
an integral magnifying lens permitting the user to
immediately verify financial ¢ransactions at the

i5 point-of~sale without first requiring that the user
put on reading glasses or the like.

It is another object and feature of the
invention to enhance the use of credit cards by
permitting immediate verification of credit card

20

transactions by users normally having difficulty in
reading small print, without requiring an additional
activity of locating a magnifying lens or putting on
reading glasses.
It is another object and feature of the subject
25 invention to provide for a credit card having an
integral magnifying lens and adapted for enlarging
the small print generally used in the confined spéce
of the credit card transaction form.
It is yet another object and feature of the
30 invention to provide for an integral lens in a
financial transaction card wherein the lens does not
interfere with the machine readable information

required on the card in order to complete a point-
of-sale transaction.



wherein the magnifying lens is an elongated rectangle nounted in the base
paral ltel to the nagnetic tape strip. 20 10. The financial transaction
card of claim1, wherein the magnifying | ens has a substéaniially.square ,
peri pheral contour. 11. The financial transaction card; Of"Clalﬁllh mhereln
the base has a predeterm ned thickness and the nagnlfylng 25 lens.has. a:
maxi mum t hi ckness substantially the same as the predeternined thi-ckness of
t he base. 12. The financial transaction card of claim1, wherein the . .
magnifying lens is a ;rﬁg%g?rent pl astic el ement having a top surface and a
bottom surface and i ncl 3VPIeebsnahdcoenturel BES (@R LS QR SUTface
ention will
t her eof . be readily apparent f
rom the accompanying drawin
description. g and




15. 13. The financial transaction card of claim1l, wherein the base
conprises a core having a top surface, a bottomsurface and a w ndow,, the
card further conprising a top |layer of sheet material secured tQ. 4;
surface of the 5 core and a bottom | ayer of sheet naterlahi"“=""“"'
bottom surface of the core, and wherein thg, nagnlfylng l:ens i'§ secured in
the wi ndow thereof. 14. The financial transaction card of chaj #i13, wherein
the top | ayer of sheet material, the bottomlayer 10 :of sheet nmterial
and the core have a conblned predeternlned thlckness and wher ei n t he
magni fyi ng | ens BRIEER DB 3C k HES DRAMAMGSA| | y 't he sane as the
conbi ned predeternlne S % gg ngiAl t ction,card of
claim13, 15 wherei ng%ﬁ %ﬁgﬁoﬁﬁl g‘ gc&%r fé’sfgs ac'rpe %‘ph%af%q rim
incorporating a magnifylng lens, in accordance with
the subject invention.
5 ' Fig. 2 shows the bottom side of the credlt card

of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 shows the top side of an alternative
embodiment of a credit card incorporated magnifying
lens in accordance with the subject invention.

10 Fig. 4 shows the bottom side of the credit card
of Fig. 3. _

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view of the credit
card and lens combination, taking generally along the
line 5~5 of Fig. 1.



conformng to the shape of the wi ndow and having a Lthknessjj”” w“'””
corresponding to the thickness of the core, and an intérigr portion

5ﬁwyﬁﬁg
a t'hi ckness corresponding to the conbined thickness of the bottonlayer, of
sheet 20 naterial, the top layer of sheet material and the:core,” and :
wherein the top and bottom | ayers of sheetgpaterial extend into the w ndow
and over the peripheral rimof the magnifying lens. 16.: A---credit cardi
for poi nt - of -sal e credit 25 transactions, adapted. for use in .. ..
reading information stored externally to the card, the card- including
machi ne r eadabl QETEILER DESCR BT FRRED BonIHEMer and the
I ssuing institution, the card. of.the type,havi ri '%, ubst ant |
rectangul ar base havizIr‘lg'i%gp ko) 13 m?ﬁ?f‘égetgﬁésg%o%no%é lﬂ?fsélé: a%sd%{_lé/
i ncl udi ng a dat eczedhtt whardi 10t he sholhnénr Eadablle ang dnvdnides,i A8 ovait ed
and common, embossed lettering at 12, which is machine

5 readable for permitting the credit card to be

imprinted at a point~of-sale transaction. As is shown

in Fig. 2, most credit cards now contain a magnetic
strip material 14 which includes magnetically encoded
information readable by computer terminals utilized

10 in many point-of-sale terminals. Also included is a
signature strip 16 which is on the back of the card
and adapted for receiving a manually applied
signature to be applied by the user of the card.

The magnetic strip 14 and embossed lettering 12,

15 along with the signature strip 16, idenfify a data
zone on the card. This data zone is generally
controlled by financial institutions in an effort to
standardize the cards so that various cards issued by
a muitiplicity of institutions may be used on

20 standardized terminals at the point-of-sale. For
example, the placement of the magnetic strip 14
relative to the top edge 18 of the card is
standardized, as is the width of the strip 14 in
order to permit ready readability of the magnetically

25 coded information by any typical point-of-sale
magnetic reader. Likewise, the font, size and
position of the embossed lettering 12 is controlled
to assure machine readabilitf of the information
imprinted from the card when a point-of-sale

30 transaction is made on a typical credit cérd
imprinter. Only the position of the signature strip
16 can be altered without interfering with the
machine readability of the card. '

Today, many cards also include identifying

35 indicia such as logo types and the like as indicated

at 20 for identifying the issuing institution. An



a non-data zone free of nachine readable information, the card.further

16. a. a window in the base |ocated i'n_ the:nan-data zone;
and b. a nmagnifying |ens permanently secured in! the-vindow. .5 |
The credit card of claim 16, further conprising a magnetic encadi-ng strip

conpri si ng:

secured to the bottom surface of the base Hhd adaptied: f or¢ receiving and

storing magnetically encoded machi ne readabl e information -

i dentifying the card user and the issuing institutipn,
strip on the bottom %%E%%engflthe se

10

15

20

25

30

35

‘ e enarnanegeam e .
1NCY er ot cards also include”auﬁblogram

patch 22 which includes issuing institution indicia.
The hologram panel 22 is generally located in or near
the portion of the data zone including the embossed
lettering 12. In the embodiment of the invention
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a magnifying lens 24 is
positioned in a window 25 provided in the base 11 of
the card 10 such that it is in noninterfering
relationship with the magnetic strip 14 and the
embossed lettering 12. The magnetic lens 24 is an
elongate, rectangular lens mounted parallel to the
magnetic strip 14 in the space between the magnetic
strip and the embossed lettering. This space is
generally sufficient in size to accommodate the lens
24 since it is required that the embossed lettering
12 be spaced sufficiently from the magnetic strip 14
to assure that the embossing of the card does not in
any way alter the functionality of the magnetic
strip.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
the lens member 24 comprises a substantially rigid,
transparent plastic element having approximately the
same xrigidity as the credit card base. As shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the credit card base 11 includes a
window 25 having a top edge 30, a bottom edge 31 and

. side edges 32 and 33. The lens element 24 is adapted

to be placed in the window 25 and has outer edges
common with the window edges 30-33. The lens may then
be sonic welded or adhesively secured to the credit
card base 11 in the manner well known to those who
are skilled in the art. In the preferred embodiment
of the invention, the lens 24 is of a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the credit card
base 11, assuring that the presence of the lens in
the credit card does not interfere in any manner with
the machine readability of the information contained

17.

and 10 a signature



adapted for receiving a manual ly applied signature. 18. The credltwcard of
claim 17, wherein a portion of the data zone is adapted-for T )
embossed al pha-numeric indicia in a machi ne readabl e foffa )
non-interfering relationship with the magnetic encodlng StTip and. the :
signature strip. 19. The credit card of clatm 17, wheriei'n the“wagnetlc
strip spans the base of the card and is di sposed parallel to the,wm“nw :
| ongi tudi nal axis thereof, and wherein the 20 nagnlfylng I"éns is an '
el ongat ed rectangl e nDunted in the base parall el %ge nagnetlcmtagg o
strip. 20. The crddithe &PBIsed lekterl e}%lﬂrtﬁ]@ EnPRIPRE iCeFETHRs a
substantial |y squayr.e merigienss MMoo&&hat théllehBecongd becard of

claim 16, wherein the base has; @ B edelef NG LBEGKBES ST LeaTRaR Vi no
| ens has a Y

being an integral, unitary member of the card base.

5 A fresnel-type contour lens has been found to be
particularly useful for this type of application. The
fresnel contour lines 36 or ribs are typically
contained on the top side of the lens, or the front
of the credit card as shown in Fig. i. This permits

10 the credit card to be held With the front side up in
typical manner, when utilizing the magnifying lens.

An alternative embodiment of the invention is

shown in Figs. 3 and 4. There, the lens element 124
is of a substantialiy sguare cross section utilizing

15 a fresnel lens comprising the concentric circle
configuration shown at 60, and mounted in a
complementary window 125 in the base 11. This
particular configuration of the invention is useful
when it is possible to alter the shape of the data

20 zone and the placement of the embossed lettering 112.
As terminal encoders come more widely accepted, and
the magnetic enceding strip 14 (Fig. 4) more commonly
used as the source for machine readable information,
the importance of the embossed lettering is becoming

25 diminished. This will permit alteration of the
placement of the embossed lettering on the card
without interfering with the machine readability of
the card at the point-of-sale. This permits the
embossed lens element 124 to be customized to varying

30 desires and taste without interfering with the
overall machine readability of the credit card.

As 1is shown in Fig. 5, the typical credit card

base 11 is a laminated composite member including a
solid core material as shown at 11 with a thin

35 plastic laminate 50 on the top surface and a similar

' thin plastic material 52 laminated on the bottom



maxi mum thickness substantially the sane as the pr&ﬂeternined

t hi ckness of the base. 23. The credit card of claim22 er ei.n. thepase 30
coripri ses a core having a top surface, a bot t om surface . a “wizpdow; the
card further conprising a top | ayer of 17. sheet nat, ‘al...secured to
the top surface of the core and a bottom lz@.er of sheet materiak- secured to
the bottom surface of the core, and wherein the nainfyLng t-ensi s 'secur ed
in the wi ndow thereof. 5 24. The credit card of claim23,- wher'ein the
top layer of sheet material, the bottom|ayer of sheet material and the
base have a conbsueﬂapeed@herhamedatBSCﬁﬁegﬁdaﬁé are generally--

printed in a four-color format, permlttlng attractive
logotypes identifying the financial institution and
permitting customized color schemes for the card The

5 laminate materials 50 and 52 also early the magnetic
encoding strip 14, the signature strip 16 and the
hologram panel 22. As shown in Fig. 5, the fresnel
lens element 124 is located in the window 125 of the
credit card and may be secured therein by sonic

i0 welding, adhesives or the like along the side edges
of the window, as at 60. Where the laminated card is
used, the laminate materials 50 and 52 may overlap
the edges 62, 64 of the window and the lens 124 may
include a peripheral lip or rim 58 for holding the

15 lens in place. Of course, the lens may also be of a
rectangular cross section and sonically welded or
adhesively secured to the base 11 with or without use
of the laminates 50 and 52.

While certain objects and features of the
20 invention have been described in detail herein, it
‘will be readily understood that the invention
includes all modifications and enhancements within
the scope and spirit of the following clainms.



wherein the magni fying I ens has a maxi numthi ckness substantially. the sanme
as the conbined predeternmined 10 thickness. 25. The credi.t .card:of. clalm

23, wherein the magnifying lens conprises a peripheral-

i hforn1ng to

t he shape of the wi ndow and having a thickness correspondlng'to the! ;
t hi ckness of the core, and an 15 interioriportion having a thlckness%
correspondi ng to the conbi ned thickness of the bott0n1|ayer of ..sheet’

material, the to

of sheet material and the core, and wherein the top

and botton1|ayer$mpklaheet mat eri al extend into the wi_ndow.and .over- -t he

peri pher al

rimof the ma n|f in

| ens. A card containin

i nformation and adapted %911‘? reaﬂ??‘fbsa?ciﬁl@flrmt?%ﬁi st Biﬂéﬁtg‘it elf®dl 1y

to the card,

10

20

25

30

theicaﬁdid@mprusengnarsabshgnunébrwatmnnfsﬁdhﬁﬂehxuqﬁnalbase,

to the card, the card of the type having machine readable
information contained thereon identifying the user and the
issuing institution for transacting business at locations
remote from the issuing institution, the card comprising:

a. a rigid substantially rectangular base;

b. machine readable information carried on the base
for 1identifying the wuser and the issuing
institution; and

c. a magnifying lens permanently secured in _the base

in non-interfering relationship with the machine
readable information.

2. The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein
the base includes a front surface and a back surface and
wnerein the card further comprises a magnetic tape strip
adapted for carrying magnetically encoded machine readable

information, the strip being secured to one of the
surfaces of che base.

3. The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein

the base includes a front surface and a back surface and
wrerein the card further comprises a predetermined area
cn the base adapted t©o e embossed with raised
alpha-numeric indicia on the front surface of the base to
provide alpha-numeric information identifying the user and
the issuing instituticn.

4, The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein
the base 1is subdivided into a plurality of zones,
including a data zone for the machine readable information

and a non-data zone which is free of any machine readable
information.

A L A



and a magni fying |l ens permanently secured within the card o T2
card according to claim26 further including a magnetic; strlp,"mhereln-{hé
base has a front surface and a back surface, and wherein the nagnettc,strlp
is secured to at |east one of the surfaces X8f the base. 28 The card” 5 {
according to cIa|n126 ‘wh the b .pl asti .29~ The-car d
accor di ng to claim26 Wne# ﬁlflﬁﬁcb‘gié:rl"i%?a&%llgﬂg(f%éﬁa (illfﬂe”‘} BnsvRsEeks ‘
substantial |y acroge ndgnightine leasgtih obnfheedase. R0 nbh-gaes -gonéai ning”

i nformati on and adapted for use 5 in reading information stored externally
to the card, the

6. The financial transaction card of claim 4, wherein

the data zone includes a section.adapted for receiving a

S magnetic information strip adapted for carrying
magnetically encoded machine readable information.

7. The financial transaction card of claim 4, wherein

the data zone includes a section adapted to receive

embcssed lettering comprising alpha-numeric indicia

10 identifying the user and the issuing institution.

8. The financial transaction card of claim 4, further
comprising a signature strip located on the base in the

data zone and adapted for receiving a manually applied
signature of the user.

15 9. The financial transaction card of claim 2, wherein
the magnetic tapes strip spans the base of the card and
is disposed parallel to the longitudinal axis thereof, and
wherein the magnifying lens 1s an elongated rectangle
mounted in the base parallel to the magnetic tape strip.

20 10. The financial transaction card of claim 1, wherein

tne magnifying lens has a substantially square peripheral
contour.

11. The financial transaction card of claim 1, whérein

the base has a predectermined thickness and the magnifying

25 lens has a maximum thickness substantially the same as the
predetermined thickress of the base.

12. The financial transaction card of claim i, wherein
the magnifying lens 1is a transparent plastic element
having a top surface and a bottom surface and includes

30 fresnel contour lines on the top surface thereof.
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* c L M S *



card conprising a rigid planar base having a width and a.length;.-wherein-

the length is gr

substantially across the entire length of the base, the |lens being---

permanently 10

eater than the width, and a magnifying | ens. extendi ng:-:

secured within the base. 3.5 The card accordi ng t.0 :clai

m 30

further conprising a magnetic strip, wherein the base has:a front sutfage:
and a back surface, ang.whes dinankearagreisactsion pard seetaed 1 0waErkeast |

one of the surfac o] e . 3 l di ng .t ai ;
wherein the base ?gepf}gégi%&ﬁé%s%sscaarc r&oﬁ?%?ﬁ?nga%% g%?rrzg{alcoen--éangogéﬁﬂt"ed

for use in readi
conprising arig
t hi ckness, and_a

magni fyi ng |1 end havin

10
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20
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30

n§UFAREEnaRfoA winded esheremd yfunsheve coapdisihg sakdp
| dagubstanihedd yapleznal Heserddadane 28p HaMNt® Bf the
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bottgm surface of the core, and wherein the magnifying

lens is secured in the window thereof.

14. The financial transaction card of claim 13,
wherein the top layer of sheet material, the bottom layer
cof sheet material and the core have a combined
predetermined thickness and wherein the magnifying lens
has a maximum thickness substantially the same_  as the
ccmbined predetermined thickness.

15. The financial transaction card of claim 13,

wherein the magnifying lens comprises a peripheral rim

cenforming to the shape of the window and having a
thickness corresponding to the thickness of the core, and
an interior porticon having a thickness corresponding tc:
the ccmbined thickness of the bottom layer of sheet
matarial, the tcep layer of sheet material and the core,
and wherein the top and bottom layers of sheet material
extend into the window and over the peripheral rim of th=

magnifving lens.
-~

16. A credit card for point-of-sale crediz
transactions, adapted for use in reading informaticn
stored externally to the card, the card including machine
readable information thereon for identifying the card user
and the issuing institution, the card of the type havina
a rigid substantially rectangular base having a top

surface and a botrom surface and including a data =zone

wherein the machine readable information is located and

a non-data zone free of machine readable information, the
card further comprising:

HElEEl Bl EEE 1 186
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“according to claim33 wherein the base is plastic. 25 TR t
according to claim33 further including a magnetic stfi p, --Whe“I’EI nt’he! base
has a front surface and a back surface, andéwherein the magnetlc stTip iis
secured to at |east one of the surfaces of the base. : :9.'36. A finangial
transaction card adapted wimtow nilitvitdealbasse lociedli g -ichiormat-idata |
stored externally to the jgard, shhe card of the type having rrachl ne readabl e
i nformation containeq thereon identifying the user and the-5 ~i'ssuin
institution for transhct iPng™®RtHesy atlegﬁcé?ﬁr&’i‘élen__tly secured 1in the

window.

5 17. The credit card of claim 16, further comprising
a magnetic encoding strip secured to the béttom surface
of the base and adapted for receiving and storing
magnetically encoded machine readable information
identifying the card user and the issuing institution, and

10 a signature strip on the bottom surface of the base
adapted for receiving a manually applied signature.

18. The credit card of claim 17, wherein a portion of
the data zone 1is adapted for receiving embossed
alpha-numeric indicia in a machine readable format in

15 non-interfering relationship with the magnetic encoding
strip and the signature strip.

19. The credit card of claim 17, wherein the magnetic
strip spans the base of the card and is disposed parallel
tc the longitudinal axis thereof, and wherein the

20 magnifying lens is an elongated rectangle mounted in ths
base parallel to the magnetic tape strip.

20. The credit card of <claim 16, wherein thz

magnifying lens has a substantially square periphers!
contour.

25 21. The credit card of claim 16, wherein the base has
a predetermined thickness and the magnifying lens has =
maximum thickness substantially the same as the

predetermined thickness of the base.
23. The credit card of claim 22, wherein the base

30 comprises a core having a top surface, a bettom surface

and a window, the card further comprising a top layer of

R



renote fromthe issuing institution, the card conprising: a. arigid
substantially rectangul ar base conprising (i) a core. hav1 ng .a.top-- ;
surface, a bottom surface and a wi ndow, 10 (1) (o 1op: Iayer of
sheet material secured to the top surface qf; the core, and..(iil) .- a bottom
| ayer of sheet material secured to the bottom surface of the core, ..-p;-;

machi ne readabl e (e r@ﬂé}'laqaéébﬁge@ncé "t%eb%%? %ﬁrface o r_he 85r . ?
identifying the user and the _issuing insti ﬁt I on, Nope magnl Vi ng

| ens conprising (%)2°FC@MpLaYPhePhl ShEdT cBAFBF h? s?%u‘feﬁb tscha“p‘@ oPotFRM |
wi ndow and hasunflace aof tihe cddess a2l wherein the mﬁ@ﬁiﬁﬂ@dlétgstﬂhthe

thickness of the ggé&reénﬂlthe window thereof.

5 24. The credit card of claim 23, wherein the top léyer
of sheet material, the bottom layer of sheet material and
the base have a combined predetermined thickness and
wherein the magnifying lens has a maximum thickness

substantially the same as the combined predetermined
10 thickness.

25. The credit card of c¢laim 23, wherein the
magnifying lens comprises a peripheral rim conforming to
the shape of the window and having a thickness
corresponding to the thickness of the core, and an

1S 1interior portion having a thickness corresponding to the
combined thickness of the bottom layer of sheet material,
the top layer of sheet material and.the core, and wherein
the top and bottom layers of sheet material extend into

the window and over the peripheral rim of the magnifying
20 lens.

26. A card containing information and adapted for use.
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card c0m§rising a substantially non-foldable rigid base,
and a magnifying lens permanently secured within the card.

25 27. The card according to claim 26 further including
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured
to at least one of the surfaces of the base.

28. The card according to claim 26 wherein the base
30 is plastic.

A )R



(i), an interior portion having a thickness correspondlng,tg the
conbi ned thickness of the bottomlayer of sheet materiial, 257 """ o
the top |ayer of sheet material and the core, whereinithe nagn|fy| ;

is permanently secured in the w ndow of t he base ‘i/ni
non-interfering relatienship with the machi ne readabl e |nfornat|on 30

such that the top and:ﬁptﬁﬁﬁ‘E@Y@rﬁceErébﬁgttﬂﬁéﬁéi@J2@X&ﬁ%¥klﬂ“6h

wi ndow and over tﬂﬁﬁg igheral ri m of l'ens. . flnanC|a

transaction card weth gnd HH?v}r%ftFalexﬁgngnSL? %%Wo?ﬁﬁ??%ﬁ e
stored externalIy'éﬁtlne)M@hgthabd,th@ebasﬂd of the type having nachine
readabl e i nformati on contai ned thereon identifying the user and the

30. A card containing information and adapted for use

5 in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising a rigid planar base having a width and a
length, wherein the length is greater than the width, and

a magnifying lens extending substantially across the

entire length of the base, the lens being permanently
10 secured within the base.

31. The card according to claim 30 further comprising
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured
to at least one of the surfaces of the base.

15 32. The card according to claim 31 wherein the base
is plastic.

33. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising a rigid substantially planar base the base

20 having a thickness, and a wmagnifying lens permanently
secured within the base, the magnifying lens having a
maximum thickness not exceeding the thickness of the base.

34. The card according to claim 33 wherein the base
is plastic.

25 35. The card according to claim 33 further including
a magnetic strip, wherein the base has a front surface and
a back surface, and wherein the magnetic strip is secured
to at least one of the surfaces cof the base.

I O 0 0 1



20. issuing institution for transacting business at |ocations renote from
the issuing institution, the card conprising: a. arigid substantlal Ly
rectangul ar base; b. rrachl ne readabl e i nfornmation carrl e :

for identifying the wuser and the issuing institution; and. .l
magnifying lens integral wth the base19| n non [ nter‘ferl ng. rel atlonshl p

wi th the nmachine read?ag) 97?; nformattoP a tlon % redit -~ card_t for
poi nt-of -sale  credit’t rans&&PrBRS? ad&ﬁ?ga For use |aﬁ reafd%%eldnf oFMatii on
stored external | yindivhéduzarese tirwe wd‘inmdmfmm@tmhlsnereéaelabémal1y ‘

information therepy f& éé¥3“1k5¥'99rahﬁfQﬁﬁgtyﬁgrhav1ng maching reiddable

information contained thereon identifying the user and the

5 issuing institution for transacting business at locations
remote from the issuing institution, the card comprising:
a. a rigid substantially rectangular base compri§ing
(i) a core having a top surface, a bottom surface
and a window,
10 {i1) a top layer of sheet material secured to
the top surface of the core, and

(iii) a bottom layer of sheet material secured to

the bottom surface of the core;
b. machine readable information carried on the base
15 for identifying the wuser and the issuing

institution; and '

c. a magnifying lens comprising

(ii a peripheral -rim conforming to the shape of

the window and having a thickness

20 corresponding to the thickness of the core,
and

(ii) an interior portion having a thickness

corresponding to the combined thickness
of the bottom layer of sheet material,
25 the top layer of sheet material and the
’ core,
wherein the magnifying lens is Egphanently secured in ~
the window of the base in non-interfering
relationship with the machine readable information
30 such that the top and bottom layers of sheet material
extend into the window and over the peripheral rim of
the magnifying lens.

37. A financial <transaction card adapted for
individual use in reading information stored externally

35 to the card, the card of the type having machine readable
information contained thereon identifying the user and the

AR O 0



and the issuing institution, the card of the type having-15..a.rigid. . ..
substantially rectangul ar base having a top surface and:a:bhottom:surface
and including a data zone wherein the machi ne readabl e i nformati.on is., °

| ocated and a non-data zone free of machine readable infarmation,. the card
further conprising a magnifying lens integf@ with 20 ithe base’ 39. Aicard
cont ai ning informatian and gdapted for use in reading iinformation-stored:
externally to the Card? the é'é?%ll%rbr‘%’ﬁ 5FRQAG- LUp SRR 9t NeRatdashl ¢
rigid base; and 2&mote from tlge npggiifngi hgst dst ion eghel: calk & heddyarikdse.. 40.
A card containing i'ﬁélr”%tEQ%ié”ﬁuﬁQ@&%f%%ffy_fé%%ah@ui§9d£” , i nformation

N

stored externally to the car e card conprising: "a rigrd planar base
having a w dth and a*?en&?ﬁ?lne readable information carried on the base
5 for identifying the wuser and the issuing

institution; and .
c. a magnifying lens integral with the base in

non-interfering relationship with the machine
readable information.

10 3. A credit card for point-cf-sale credit
transactions, adapted for use in reading information
stored externally to the card, the card including machine

- readable information thereon for identifying the card user
and the issuing institution, the card of the type having

15 a rigid substantially fectangular base having a top
surface and a bottom surface and -including a data zone
whersin the machine readable information is located and
a non-data zone free of machine readable information, the

card further comprising a magnifying lens integral with
20 the base.

39. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising:

a substantially non-foldable rigid base; and
25 a magnifying lens integral with the base.

40. A card containing information and adapted for use
in reading information stored externally to the card, the
card comprising: '

a rigid planar base having a width and a length,
30 wherein the length is greater than the width; and
a magnifying lens extending substantially across

the entire length of the base and being integral
with the base.

R R A
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130 wherein the length is greater than the wdth; and a magnifying

| ens extendi ng substantially across the entire I ength of the base and bei ng
integral with the base.

21

ABSTRACT

CREDIT CARD WITH MAGNIFYING LENS

A credit card (10) includes an integral magnifying lens (24)
positioned in the non-data area on the credit card for permitting

magnification of the credit card transaction form at the point-

of-sale. The placement of the lens assures that the machine

readability of the magnetic encoding strip (14) and the embossed
indicia (12) associated with the card is not impaired. The
magnifying lens (24) incorporates a fresnel-type contour lens
{36} mounted in a window (25} provided in the credit card base.

FIGURE 1
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