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The present invention relates to the field of art of electronic test head
positioners. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION In the automatic testing of integrated circuits
(IC) and other electronic io 



devices, special device handlers have been used which bring the device to
the proper temperature and places the device to be tested in position. The
electronic testing itself is provided by a Large and expensive automatic
testing system which includes a test head which has been required to
connect to and dock with the device handler. The Device Under Test (DUT)
requires precision, high speed signals for effective testing; accordingly,
the electronic circuits must be located as close as possible to the DUT.
This causes the test head to be extremely heavy. Test head positioner
systems may be used to position the test head with ~s 



20 respect to the device handler. When the test head is accurately in
position with respect to the device handler, the test head and the device
handler are said to be aligned. When the test head and device handler are
aligned, the fragile test head and device handler electrical connectors can
be brought together (i.e., docked), enabling the transfer of test signals
between the test head and the device handler. Prior to docking, the fragile
test head and device handler electrical connectors must be precisely
aligned to avoid damaging the fragile electrical connectors. A test head
positioner system may also be referred to as a test head 



25 positioner or a test head manipulator. This technology is described, for
example, in the inTEST Handbook, inTEST Corporation. This technology is
also described) for example, in U.S. Patents No. 5,608,334, 5,450,766,
5,030,869, 4,893,074 and 4,715,574 which are all incorporated by reference
for their teachings in the field of test head positioner systems . 
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