“A system for conmposing nultinedia signals fromvarious source 5 signals,
*Such as still-franme video signals, full notion video signals and audio
“¥signals includes a plurality of conposing units (314), each of which is
capabl e of conposing (in 440) a nultinmedia signal fromselected source
signals. One of such conposing units (314) is assigned for each multinedia
signal to be conposed. Each conposing unit1§314) accepts paraneters

speci fying various properties for each elenment of the 10 nultimedia signal,
such as si ze, g@ai&kon and precedence for each video el enment and gain for
each audi o el The conposing units can include deconpressors

(418, 420, 422) for decS¥STEM FOR COMRBQRSEYG MULTIMERIASIGNALS FQR essed form

and a conpressor (444,446) t E Ravwal to be
transmtted to a user. The source signals can be recelved froma packet
network and the resu|tmiysmfﬁ;mmmanar@ngmd@am#mmweaoww

respective §Sejigna¥d, Jud'és silRaie Vidb silOLll motion video signals and audio signals

includes a plurality of composing units (314), each of which is capable of composing
(in 440) a multimedia signal from selected source signals. One of such composing
units (314) is assigned for each multimedia signal to be composed. Each composing
unit (314) accepts parameters specifying various properties for each element of the

10 multimedia signal, such as size, position and precedence for each video element and
gain for each audio element. The composing units can include decompressors
(418,420,422) for decompressing source signals furnished in compressed form and a
compressor (444,446) to compress the multimedia signal to be transmitted to a user.
The source signals can be received from a packet network and the resulting

15 multimedia signals transmitted to the respective users via the same packet network.
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