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A dial kyl carbonate (e.g., dinmethyl carbonate) is prepared at a high yield
and a high selectivity by decarbonyl ation of a dial kyl oxalate (e.g.,
~dinmethyl oxalate) in a gaseous phase in the presence of an alkali netal
conpound (e.g., potassium carbonate).
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A dialkyl carbonate “(e.g., difnethyl carbonate) is prepared at a high yield and’a
high selectivity by decarbonylation of a dialkyl oxalate (e.g.,'_ dimethyl oxalate) ina:

gaseous phase in the presence of an alkali metal compound (e.g., pofgssium 'caqunate). '



