A beam deflector 1 for a beamof light 9 conprises: a first plate of

el ectro-optical material disposed between a pair of electrode arrangenents
and a pair of plano-parallel mrrors, the refractive index of the

el ectro-optical material being varlable by the application of electric

vol tages, wherein a first mrror of the pair facing towards the incident
light has a | ower reflectivity than the second mrror, the first or second
mrrors conprising a plurality of dielectric |ayers having refractive

i ndi ces diafflezensstsoifeany otdding adWdrlezeiassw t chi ng system conpri ses:
a pl ur al zegsaftsger pBiBNgEOC53) for optical signals and beam defl ectors (1)
allocated to each other in pairs, each beam defl ector being controll able
such that it deflects the |ight be%g%%g) directed thereto into a sel ectable
direction in order for the beamto | east one selected term nal end
(55).

A beam deflector 1 for a beam of light 9 comprises: a first

plate of electro-optical material disposed between a pair of

electrode arrangements and a pair of plano-parallel mirrors,

the refractive index of the electro-optical material being
variable by the application of electric voltages, wherein a

first mirror of the pair facing towards the incident light

has a lower reflect;ivity than the second mirror, the first or

second mirrors comprising a plurality of dielectric layers

having refractive indices different

from each other.

Further, a switching system comprises: a plurality of
terminals (53) for optical signals and beam deflectors (1)
allocated to each other in pairs, each beam deflector being
controllable such that it deflects the 1light beam (9)
directed thereto into a selectable direction in order for the
beam to enter at least one selected terminal end (55).
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