
Apparatus for reducing acoustic background noise for use with a telephone
handset (10) or a boom microphone device (100) or a boom headset (401) or
the like. The appartus includes first (12) and second (14) microphones
which are arranged such that the first microphone (12) receives a desired
speech input and the background noise present in the vicinity of the
speech, and the second microphone (14) receives substantially only the
background noise. The background noise from the second microphone (14) is
converted into a corresponding electrical signal and substracted (16) from
a signal corresponding to the speech and background noise obtained from the
first microphone (12) so as to produce a signal representing substantially
the speech.    


