SPECI FI CATI ON  ESCROW TRANSACTI ON COW SSI ON SYSTEM * G00002* TECHNI CAL

FI ELD The present invention relates to an escrow transaction comm ssion
system for perform ng the comm ssion of escrow transactio '
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BACKGROUND ART

Presently, in business to business (B to B)
transactions between companies, portal sites are present to
deal in varlous goods 1ncluding steel, foodstuffs,
chemicals and the like, and sales transactions of goods. are
carried through the portal sites. '

However, 1n such Internet transactions, where an
order came from a buyer with no previous transactions, a
supplier was unable to deliver goods because of the unknown
credibility of the buyer.

On the other hand, when the buyer sent an order to a
supplier with no previous transactions, the buyer was
unable to transfer a payment for the order because of the
unknown credibility of the supplier.

In order to solve the above-described problems,
escrow transactions have conventionally been carried out as
follows.

In an escrow transaction, first, an escrow company
specifies a specific escrow account of a specified bank to
‘the buyer. Then, when the buyer deposits money in the
escrow account, the escrow company verifies the deposit of
money, and reports the deposit of money to the supplier.
Upon receilpt of the report, the supplier delivers goods.




Upon recei pt of the goods, the buyer reports the receipt to the escrow
agency. Upon receipt of the report notification, the escrow agency
transfers the noney deposited in the escrow account to the supplier, thus
conpleting the escrow transaction. However, in conventional escrow
transactions, the buyer was unable to specify an escrow bank. Therefore,
there has been a problemin that the buyer has to deposit noney in an
escrow bank with no previous transactions. The present invention has been
made i n Upenl|rgheipt ofhthebgeveddesthebbuyproepettsafitiei receial &Bj ect of
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a number of financial institutions.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

In order to achieve the foregoing object, an escrow
transaction commission method of the present invention
defined in claim 1 is a method in which transactions are
carried out between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods through a portal site using a
computer system, and an escrow transaction commission for
processing the transfer of goods and payment of costs
generated by the transaction is executed by a server. This
escrow transaction commission method i1s characterized in
that the buyer specifies an escrow account for depositing
escrow costs generated by the transaction on the portal
site, the server allows a buyer-specified financial
institution specified by the buyer to send the escrow costs
to an escfow bank holding the escrow account when the buyer
enters an instruction to send the escrow costs to the
escrow account, and when deposit of the escrow costs 1in the
escrow ~account 1s performed, the server receives a
verification of receipt of money from the escrow bank and




supplier, and when the supplier, having received the verification of
recei pt of noney delivers escrow target goods to the buyer, the server
all ows the escrow bank to pay the escrow costs deposited in the escrow
account into a supplier-specified financial institution specified by the
supplier. According to the invention of claim1l1, since the buyer can
specify an escrow bank fromanong a nunber of financial institutions, it
is possible to performan escrow transaction conm ssion with for the
escrow bahkndésansthity titee tripidiicatias bW eeetBhicof omoBe¥MItesitHR
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delivery# l'on for veri Tvery of escrow target goods from
t he buyecawhwdmgupunuﬁramﬁactions between a supplier for supplyilng

goods and a buyer for buying the goods through a portal
site using a computer system, and for executing an escrow
transaction commission for processing the transfer of goods
and payment of costs generated by the transaction by a
server. This escrow transaction commission apparatus 1s
characterized by including an escrow account specifying
means for allowing the buyer to specify an escrow account
for depositing the escrow costs generated by the
transaction on the portal site, money sending instructing
means for instructing a buyer-specified financial
institution specified by the buyer to send the escrow costs
to an escrow bank having the escrow account when the buyer
enters an instruction to send money to the escrow account
specified by the escrow account specifying means; a
verification of receipt transmitting means for receiving a
verlfication of receilpt of money from the escrow bank when
the escrow costs instructed to be sent by the money sending
instructing means are deposited in the escrow account, and
then transmitting this verification of receipt of money to
the supplier; a delivery-verification receiving means for
receiving a delivery-verification for verifying delivery of




delivers the escrow target goods to the buyer based on the verification of
recei pt of noney transmtted fromthe verification of receipt transmtting
means; and a paynment- instruction transmtting neans for transmtting a
paynment- instruction to the escrow bank to pay the escrow costs deposited
in the escrow account to a supplier-specified finanecial institution
specified by the supplier when the delivery-verification is received by
the delivery- verification receiving neans. According to the invention of
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A recording-medium for recording an €eSCcrow
transaction commission program in an escrow transaction
commission apparatus of the present invention defined in
claim 3 is a recording-medium for recording an escrow
transaction commission program for carrying out
transactions between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods through a portal site using a
computer system, and for executing an escrow transaction
commission for processing the transfer of goods and payment
of costs generated by the transaction on the portal site.

This recording medium is characterized by including an
escrow account specification process for allowing the buyer
to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow costs
generated by the transaction, money-sending instructions
for instructing a buyer-specified financial institution
specified by the buyer to send the escrow costs to an
escrow bank having the escrow account when the buyer enters
an instruction to send money to the escrow account
specified by the escrow account specification; a
verification of receipt transmission process for receiving

a verification of receipt of money from the escrow bank




sending instruction is deposited in the escrow account, and then
transmtting this verification of receipt to the supplier; a
delivery-verification reception process for receiving
delivery-verification for verifying the delivery of escrow target goods
fromthe buyer when the supplier delivers the escrow target goods to the
buyer based on the verification of receipt transmtted fromthe
verification of receipt transm ssion process; and a paynent-instruction
transm swhen phecesscrow dcostsnihstngchefayoeie isegtlr ey i bhe monele escrow
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specify an escAomobdmhgfrba1aﬂnnglaVﬁGMﬁen o¢f claim 3 since the
buyer can specify an escrow bank from among a number of
financial institutions, it is possible to perform an escrow
transaction commission with the escrow bank desired by the
buyer.

A buyer terminal of the present invention defined in
claim 4 i1s a terminal of a buyer for buylng goods by
carrying out transactions with a supplier for supplying
goods, and for executing an escrow transaction through a
server using a computer system. This buyer terminal is
characterized in that the buyer is prompted to specify an
escrow account for depositing escrow costs generated by the
transaction with the supplier, the specified escrow account
is transmitted to the server, the buyer is prompted to
enter an instruction for sending the escrow costs to the
escrow account, the entered money sending instruction is
transmitted to the server, the supplier delivers escrow
target goods to the buyer and when the buyer enters a
delivery-verification for verifying the delivery of the
escrow target goods, this delivery-verification is
transmitted to the server.

According to the invention of claim 4, since the




financial institutions, it is possible to make an escrow. transaction
request fromthe escrow bank desired by the buyer. A supplier term nal of
the present invention defined in claim5:is a supplier term nal of
supplier for carrying out transactions with a buyer to sell goods, and for
executing an escrow transaction through a server using a conputer system
This supplier termnal is characterized in that when escrow costs
generated by the transaction with the buyer are received in an escrow
account boyedemesi t spgcifie agscesavrawsbank Esrd | smengn SofnwekeX pPfof money
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server are sent to a supplier- specified financial institution
specified by the supplier, a notice of payment completion
is recelved from the supplier-specified financial
institution.

According to the invention of claim 5, since the
supplier can carry out the escrow transactions through the
server, it is possible to deliver goods without any anxiety.

A escrow transaction commission method of the present
invention defined in «c¢laim 6 1is a method in which
transactions are carried out between a supplier for
supplying goods and a buyer for buying the goods using a
computer system via a server, and an escrow transaction
commission for processing the transfer of goods and payment
of costs generated is executed by the transactions of a
server. This escrow transaction commission method 1is
characterized in that the buyer specifies an escrow account
for depositing the escrow costs generated by the

transaction between the buyer and the supplier, the server
allows a buyer-specified financial institution specified by
the buyer to send the escrow costs to the escrow account
when the buyer enters an instruction for sending the escrow
costs to the escrow account, when deposit of the escrow




receives a verification of receipt of noney froman escrow firmspecified
financial institution holding the escrow account and then transmts the
verification of receipt of noney to the supplier and when the supplier,
having received the verification of receipt of nobney, delivers escrow
target goods to the buyer, the server allows the escrow firmspecified
financial institution to pay the escrow costs to a supplier-specified
financial institution specified by the supplier. According to the
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An escrow transaction commission apparatus of the
present invention defined in claim 7 is an apparatus for
carrying out transactions between a supplier for supplying
goods and a buyer for buying the goods, and for executing
an escrow transaction commission with processing the
transfer of goods and payment of cost generated by the
transaction using a computer. This escrow transaction
commission apparatus is characterized by including an
escrow account specifying means for allowing the buyer to
specify an escrow account for depositing the escrow costs
generated by the transaction between the buyer and the
supplier; a money sending instructing means for instructing
a buyer-specified financial institution specified by the
buyer to send the escrow costs to the escrow account when
the buyer enters an instruction to send money to the escrow
account specified by the escrow account specifying means; a
verification of receilpt transmitting means for receiving a
verification of receipt of money £from an escrow firm
specified financial institution holding the escrow bank
account when the escrow costs instructed to be sent by the
money sending instructing means are deposited in the escrow




to the supplier; a delivery-verification receiving neans for receiving a
delivery-verification for verifying the delivery of escrow target goods
fromthe buyer when the supplier delivers the escrow target goods to the
buyer based on the verification of receipt of noney transmtted by the
verification of receipt transmtting neans; and a paynent-instruction
transmtting nmeans for transmtting a paynent-instruction to the escrow
firmspecified financial institution to pay the escrow costs deposited in
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According to t RESO i 0 oftQﬁzm ﬁW@ %qpnthﬂg since e

buyer can specify an escrow firm from among &a number of
financial institutions, 1t 1s possible to perform an escrow
transaction commission with the escrow firm desired by the
buyer.

The escrow account specifying means of the escrow
transaction commission apparatus of the invention defined
in claim 8 i1s characterized in that when the escrow cost
exceeds an upper limit of deposits of the escrow firm for
carrying out escrow business uslng an escrow account, the
escrow costs are deposited in a plurality of escrow forms.

According to the invention of claim 8, it is thus
possible to process escrow transactions which have been
unable to be processed because a limlt amount has been
exceeded with a single escrow firm. '

The escrow account specifying means 1in the escrow
transaction commission apparatus of the invention defined
in claim 9 is characterized in that when the escrow costs
exceeds an upper limit of deposits of the escrow firm for
carrying out escrow business using an escrow account, the
deposlt transfer of the escrow costs are made to an escrow
firm having an upper limit of deposits equal to or higher
than the escrow costs.




possi ble to process escrow transactions that have been unable to be
processed because a limt anmount has been exceeded with a single escrow
firm The escrow transacti on conm ssion apparatus of the invention defined
in claim10 is characterized by further including a distribution-state
supplying neans for receiving distribution-state information regarding a
distribution-state froma distribution conpany for distributing the escrow
target goods, and supplying the distribution state information to the
buyer and the Asoppliny. tAccohdi ngventtiom | ofemtliadm 0%, clidi ntHi@s tllse buyer

and th i ' t ' i i .
The csor BREPEAEacE o Saren o Mrtall , EEEaRLIbALT, Bhal  dih e ppgpoess! 19
recor di ngnablesctowbet ransaessed dwnawss of prlaghtanaBpunite hresbgen

i nventiogy dghbRethiich @ @iifghd eSc? ke Fardi.ng- medi um for recording an

escrow transactlon comm Ssi onh program for carrying out transactions
bet ween a suppFher §¥Fraq ppranggdcidods %?fﬂ“jassi;lﬂlePPPS‘FaﬁWi ngt t #&€goods,

and for exgedihoa aeMASEPWMnt EAASMC U0 £ OBRABSEBEr{ HEA PHYC ERTith@rt he
transfer of _goods and pg¥gggihof costfaﬂgnerate by the transaction using

a conput8fl 8m this PhioRed i s HRPLERS i A MPF i §OFudi ng
escrow ae@@&ﬂbi?geciE&earﬁbntmbneesatéor ahfomhatlon he drgearding speci fy an
escrow ageount, r. depQsi.ting Crowy co d ra tion
pot vioen ERELBIPUT 1oRTR N cUERPGr - Anordbs CEMT IS T Mty 202"

i nst ruct ddgtaribujdmgspthef ieatddwanerrgeti reeddsit i end speppliyted byhehe buyer
to send h%tﬁ‘ﬁ%@\ﬂgwst&é& £SSRA QN RCCRYNt tRBeNphherbukalE eRi@IS an

t
i nstruction to sen noney to the escrow account specified by the escrow
account S¥pPdidefcati on; a verification of receipt transmission process for

][_ecei vi nlg a Vepctbgalingn tof thecanRlendii ofiDEy clai@inian) ashe duylexr mnspeci fied
e ey S 0, 0k el S “BLANESESPAEh, YRERL0E, SRRUAIELY, |
t he accessing the escrow transaction commission apparatus.

A recording-medium for recording an escrow
transaction commission program of the present invention
defined in claim 11 is a recording-medium for recording an
escrow transaction commission program for carrying out
transactions between a supplier for supplyling goods and a
buyer for buying the goods, and for executing an escrow
transaction commission for processing the transfer of goods
and payment of costs generated by the transaﬁtion using a
computer system. This recording-medium is characterized by
including escrow account specification process for allowing
the buyer to specify an escrow account for depositing
escrow costs generated by the transaction between the buyer
and the supplier, money-sending instructions for
instructing a buyer-specified financial institution
specified by the buyer to send the escrow costs to the
escrow account when the buyer enters an instruction to send
money to the escrow account specified by the escrow account
specification; a verification of receilpt transmission
process for receiving a verification of receipt of money
from an escrow firm specified financial institution holding
the escrow account when the escrow costs instructed to be

1




escrow account, and then transmtting this verification of receipt of
noney to the supplier; delivery-verification reception process for
receiving delivery-verification for verifying the delivery of escrow
target goods fromthe buyer when the supplier delivers the escrow target
goods to the buyer based on the verification of receipt of noney
transmtted by the verification of receipt transm ssion process; and a
paynent-instruction transm ssion process for transmtting a

paynent - seatr bgt ithie tnioridye ssodivg finstrepeton i adef depositédi vt theti on to
pay the LQW cost dep Sit a n

suppllergégeglf%% %P dangn%fggﬁgpﬁ%gﬁgﬁﬁféﬁﬁé ? g %ekgﬁgcgﬁﬁﬁ SF when
del i ver yreeeilpitcaof ormoney edoi vibe bysuppiiansy - @@rhlﬁfleé-'arl"@ﬁifﬁ-ééééppon

Accor di ngekplien! %Péﬁé&é‘ 8hrClUdB k! BEP1Y OBy - PUYLE 1 EA01RCTORY an

escrow firmFroma a nu nanci al itutions, it is_possible
to perfoverifyéser owlet [elsiHaTIbN O8O NPT SEPW N BAUIR T hEORLEr FFIM r FP&esi r ed

by the Buygk wheRUX8le Ts%wlfi%lr @k 1R rar %%nbsldi‘bﬁntttati@e@ebbaa@ ite claim
12|sabuyer term pal of buyer for carr o{{gogt actrons with a
suppl i er th8r %‘Wypﬁﬁe&ooﬁé t ebdﬁﬁrjgfdcﬁfs'}/ d® rreé'??‘ iy BRPEYcr ow
transact tganshi®ted abysether viesiifd catdonpuber msessimt Eriansmdpsioner mi nal
is characterized_in that the b I r | eSCLOW
account P5Pc&§503aﬁ%n§ é’éggnoevnvtco %grg%ﬁg'r g.[”'f%%%gx hqﬁ%g'%?l &)\és?g:c%tslso%%vx\fth t he
suppl i er trehemdféding ed epaymendcdagrrrudtd ony ar’\'@m tthed escrew s&A¥8Y | t he
puver 1 speaiRled | PingRLERLEY (f%&ttf&t&tdrpn BOTpSENENRY & HEr &FCLAHIEOS S L0

the account S ent ered Honey send 'ng instruction 1S transnitted
to the séepesitede tBcridw c656TPY o%ﬁfé%‘%‘%fedtpn at FURPddedvsReSddined a

notice ofihaseipl ofiddwWi@HHAH SHFcOLtedsS bycetned shppagert hevheay ver, a
noti ce of gp tanc |s tran tted tgvgge seryv mhen th%fq%%%r accepts

the noti 8&8% & Ve& yrerh pBYi éjre CFeTWETS " ESCT oW t ar get
goods t orekepltdyar, and when t he

According to the invention of claim 11, since the
buyer can specify an escrow firm from among a number of
financial institutions, it 1s possible to perform an escrow
transaction commission with the escrow firm desired by the
buyer.

A buyer terminal of the present invention defined in
claim 12 is a buyer terminal of a buyer for carrying out
transactions with a supplier for supplying goods to buy
goods, and for executing an escrow transaction through a
server using a computer system. This buyer terminal is
characterized in that the buyer i1s prompted to specify an
escrow account for depositing escrow costs generated by the
transaction with the supplier, the specified escrow account
1s transmitted to the server, the buyer 1s prompted to
enter an instruction for sending the escrow costs to the
escrow account, the entered money sending instruction is
transmitted to the server, the escrow cost 1is deposited in
the escrow account, a notice of receipt of the escrow
account 1is received through the server, a notice of
acceptance is transmitted- to the server when the buyer
accepts the notice of thé recelpt of money, the supplier
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buyer verifies preset acceptance inspection conditions for the escrow
target goods, and enters delivery-verification, this delivery-verification
is transmtted to the server. According to the invention of claim 12, since
the buyer can specify an escrow firmfrom anong a nunber of financial
institutions, it is possible to performan escrow transaction comm ssion
wth the escrow firmdesired by the buyer. A supplier termnal of a
supplier of the present invention defined in claim13 is a supplier

term nal aeodversr reseugowutt arighitsagbodes twi t tha Musesr t andelwheyoodse and

for execylng LSSCLaW LIANSACLL O LI OUOIL 8y SEEYER HShAUL 1 AngOFBY! of

system YSTsUpprier t érm na en esCrow costs
gener at etihby esipgromw drarast ogoeds h andeebtiges ded iveswi-vedlifacatieser ow

account Eﬁﬁfdﬂgﬁibkk g&gl%é%m@w EQSEraﬁshﬁE%bﬁttBOEh%esEE%€§”‘tted from

an escrow i tlirm spec I nancial 1nstitution hold escr ow account

i s received thl‘-@ggﬁdﬁ-ﬁé slea véhe alnygmbion °iEns‘H=QFBF| é ofs-’b%?ﬁ olP€ar get

goods ISbh&%ﬂSf&éﬂ egﬁé@lﬁy HrSt 8E8HbW OF 16N M  BofdbStd | Ruhbées blfe escrow
t ar get %oods when t he su%pl ier enters acc hance of the receipt notice
ROSEHD

and when tRangdatodnssdtutdrdsgedt e PelO BEEEPEM@™ PREROMal

i nstitut teanspetibneddnmiidd ochippltiterthe aesetdow ef bimpagsepedcoypitaie on i s
received,.fromthe supplier-specified financial institution. According to
the i nveRP¥Sk ‘of claim 13, since the supplier can carry out escrow
transactions thArosgpplier demwdmalitofs possippldero dél itkee @resendi t hout

any anX'ﬁhwenﬁﬁbﬁ:&3¥¥Eﬂ§ﬂlﬁNc@%iHHﬁ§}%¥VMG%dﬂﬁiiérI§e§m?£9£kf@&agram

show ng a configuration o an escrow transacti on conmm Ssi on _system

accor di n&aﬂ-”é'Yécngf iquh RaRwReklens wikk Br dVFeT tRePeibngopfe, 2nds 5

f1 owchar feolrl lei@idiatiingd dferdecrow§ eranéa@fion eghbbiighi an seftvele vedtigpow
;;agigﬁékggﬁﬁgg F%SH%%F&%ftegh%% %ﬁ%wglln EL%%i%aths aiarac é@f%gdshOMAng

in that when escrow costs generated by the transaction with

the buyer are received in an escrow account for depositing

the escrow cost, a receipt notice transmitted f£from an

escrow firm specified financial institution holding the

escrow account 1s received through the server, a shipping
instruction of escrow target goods is transmitted to a
distribution company for distributing the escrow target

goods when the supplier enters acceptance of the receipt

notice and when the escrow costs are sent to a supplier-

specified financial institution specified by the supplier,

a notice of payment completion 'is received from the

supplier-specified financial institution.

According to the invention of claim 13, since the

supplier can carry out escrow transactions through the
server, it is possible to deliver goods without any anxiety.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
an escrow transaction commission system according to a
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a flowchart illustrating member information

registration in the escrow transaction commission system
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screen of a financial institution in the nenber information registration
showmn in FIG 2. FIG 4 is a view showi ng an exanple of a display screen
of menber information in the nmenber information registration process shown
in FIG 2. FIG 5 is a flowhart illustrating an escrow, transaction

comm ssion carried out in the escrow transaction comm ssion system shown
in FIG 1. FIG 6 is a view showi ng an exanple of a selection screen of a
transaction nethod in the escrow transaction on comm ssion system shown in
FIG 5. Bh@Gwn7insFaGui dw showi ng an exanple of a verification screen of

ordered goods Lpsthg RPLOGesseff Sﬁg@&ggaahr a;&a@g&boefcgmgag%a%aewn in

FIG 5. FIG 8'i1S a view show ng an e a selection screen of an
escrow baskeen Pﬁeae@@m@WCﬂﬁénéa§¢ﬂ6ﬁti@@nﬁﬁs§P@nm§W§F€nﬂ§ﬁ8ﬁWatﬁ°PIG. 5.

FIG 9 |§e@iglt§\gtgggvmsm,w§niﬁxgml ex0f a speC|f|cat|on screen of an escrow
account 1n"the_escrow  transaction commi ssion ste[n shown I@&PQ@ 5 FIG

10 is a vi ew sRé&% ngt adSex@nfLeVorsShEVIRg i AN Othef e
transact seﬂeeﬁmrbsslx@émw.ﬁtqusﬁmuwdm EhG. the Erléﬁ:be‘trl s farmaddonhow ng

an exanpl e erification cr ee deposited to an escrow
account TPH Fﬁé'a&g'?PO\BrPFgﬁ%@ YR B'Sn%\@gl gn system shown in FIG 5. FIG

12 is a view sAOG.ng 5an bs dea spgdowchaatt onlbiustiwting i f aBat esSEroOvr een of
e deRonbad it N° BRGLONI oACCOURER SIBNN b T Gn Ttild O cbdriw 2 Vi ew

showi ng an exa VEerificati On Screen ment to the escrow
account rtnanlsectpp@cmmdissé%r @\ws»ttuealnﬁ@mnoﬁncé’ -sdi-on shown in FIG 6.

FIG 14 is a bpegk ¢ agsam SAQY "ehéw oy hUleXanPleofof 28 @BQ@Wion
transacti on conmm ssi on system accordi ng tot%|12 secon% enbodi nt of t he
i

present BR¥FERT OF. ritganpaGtdon metROdaAn YRSy SSCHn & PRFRS -5

commission system shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of a verification
screen of ordered goods 1in the process of escrow
transaction commission shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 is a view showing an example of a selection
screen of an escrow bank in the escrow transaction
commission system shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of a
specification screen of an escrow account in the escrow
transaction commission system shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of a log-in
screen in the escrow transaction commission system shown in
FIG. 5.

FIG. 11 41is a view showing an example of a
verification screen of money deposited to an escrow account
in the escrow transaction commission system shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 12 is a view showing an order specification of
the verification screen of money deposited to the escrow
account shown in FIG. 11. '

FIG. 13 1s a view showing an example of a
verification screen of payment to the escrow account in the
process of escrow transaction commission shown in FIG. 6.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
an escrow transaction commission system according to a
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process of escrow transaction in the escrow transaction comm ssion system
shown in FIG 14. FIG 16 is a view showi ng an exanple of a selection
screen of an escrow firmin the registratiron of the escrow transaction

shown in FIG 15. FIG 17 is a flowhart illustrating registration process
of escrow transaction in the escrow transaction conm ssion system shown in
FIG 14. FIG 18 is a flowhart illustrating a process when a plurality of

escrow firns receives deposits in cooperation. FIG 19 is a flowhart
i |l ustraséognd embodimenhenfdebespredenbnépvestioansferred froma snall

escrow f1rm t dprd, | afge BSCIPW i BndehG 133 ust A thh@AChagh sklhusbhati ng

escrow transac¥| bn commssion’in the escrow transacti on comm sSion system
shown i npFoGess4. of| @sczow stransaatiepwilly bhee@RfN ofTanFaraioslip of

transf ercgmy$$5§n| gygl@gmegﬁbgw g_hapigcguon commi ssion shown in FIG 20.
FIG 22 1s a I

owchafrt illustrati ng process of scr:]cétow tragﬁaﬁtl on
conmi ssi on wheRI@- r d§udst dfVieY ufRoringe e SXAMH eBcPEweErafRact i on
conmi ssi Qaréaﬁwafl I&nF|e@cr03@ £ BRSNS FERLSARRYL G GETtHeEekMyBNTI ON
Next , descrlg %n W | r:[adﬁlg qQ escrow transacti on conmm ssion system
accor di nEerB &RBod Hﬂﬁt gresent invention with reference to the
accorrpanyl ng HIGV\A ng% :(El rst fAdwertiarent )i 11lusSyattdmaCorrkodstaatdanAs shown

in FIG Focﬁggsces Ry CH{QHSSQE?Z)@SGTQ{’ tEXSté'éEﬂova tEQ?sQE‘E&%Bt

enbodi meR a buyer ermn uyer conpany for buying goods
by accessomgiﬁsianpsvsalemsIShQWB 1a &dppl Lér terminal 4 of a supplier

conpany for suppgyi g 4Q0Gs #Idwinmts om 1 @s¢Ret N0y t &l psbkess2whaf @scrow
transacti on comm ssion apparatus 5 functionin
plurality of escrow filrms receives %osits in cooperation.
FIG. 19 i1s a flowchart 1llustrating a process when
deposited money is transferred from a small escrow firm to
a large escrow firm.
FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating escrow
transaction commission in the escrow transaction commission
system shown in FIG. 14.
FIG. 21 is a view showing an example of a total slip
of transfer requests in the escrow transaction commission
shown in FIG. 20.
FIG. 22 is a flowchart illustrating a process of
escrow transaction commission when a request of refund is
entered in the escrow transaction commission shown in FIG.

20.

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING-OUT THE INVENTION

Next, description will be made of an escrow
transaction commission system according to an embodiment of
the present invention with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
(First Embodiment)
1. System Configuration

As shown in FIG. 1, an escrow transaction commission
system 1 of the present embodiment includes a buyer
terminal 3 of a buyer company for buying goods by accessing

13
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as a server to execute escrow transactions comm ssion for the transfer of
goods and paynent for charges generated by transactions between the
supplier and the buyer, escrow banks 6A *6B,..., and 6H havi ng escrow
accounts for deposing escrow costs, a supplier-specifiad financial
institution 10 specified beforehand by the supplier, "and a buyer-specified
financial institution 11 specified beforehand by the buyer. In this case,
the buyer termnal 3, the supplier termnal 4, the portal site 2, and the
escrow taansactabn sict@mRssi an sayElisdns teraimailnt ér cmfiinact edppyiar

oo kBBl EBRt Subp AL YddHe Sl fora Pllh LS ERE1 MLchid0zRel OF

comi ssi GA™ 1o hec comuni catr on ne
The escraw/anaesarbwonranﬂan$spnncomppsaianugpsaanmushé fianghépnling

inStitUtégnﬁT@%rver E%*e%gcu@@de%%fgwaﬂf%ﬁgééf%yﬁﬁeéoﬁMiéb chatlon

net wor k cormuni cat 1 on networ ks 7 e conpose
connunlcﬁbeoﬁrﬂpﬁégrs@ﬁ1QRQQQHQQQKQaYmﬁQﬂ ﬁhéﬁﬂﬁﬁngeEaFﬁFéﬂ P¥ased

l'i ne, VPNraﬁBHc@i%EehS‘éﬁné‘éWnQﬁ@ oguppﬁmﬁmaaid yththe Negsakbn
network 8 is connected based on protocol .of TCP/IP or SAP R%S a?d t he
(S

communi c38NKR ARt woPR:9-is cSHﬂechd PAYIDgn 28REPH pAGEBES 8hdard
Conmuni caépesifgot eselrowl lapanese Bankeppliesospatisngd OfinanBYWET for mat

[ tt F

appar at utno 5 FRERbed Oc spER AEd AT CSIATY 1y Taane BBLEEE W g the
buyer tobspecté&peanféedr owfdoemeinlf or depokiution estiow epeciéfgederat ed
by a traﬂéfSEéﬂQn&AB?hEHE BB&E?' site 2, noney-sending instructing neans

51 for instructrn gecified financial institution 11 to send
the escrow cobRs 17cl’b1-~‘>lan C@§@rrov\F aniwsi tgrimieadsc? ow By oGHPPIHBEN t he

buyer entggmiAA1l RSt riKd | 9r£H1 SeRLeMNCVAdd tHE e8ELHWWLREHREBLIOA
verlflcatlon of recelpt transmtting 14 nean 2 for vin
verifi cafPBRLBFLPBcei FPP 8Fa%8ﬁe #n(nﬁﬁﬁe ei%é%ﬁf%%ﬂ?cgﬁ n tﬂ% es8row
costs areommahicatedn nhetweirk by t Tee npoeyaientlitag2i nahduthengsbleans 51,
and transaction commission apparatus 5 are interconnected by a
communication network 8. The escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 and the financial institutions 6A,..., 6H, 10
and 11 are interconnected by a communication network 9.
The communication networks 7, 8 and 9 are composed of
communication lines such as Internet, dial-up, a common
carrier leased 1line, VPN, and a wireless connection.
Especlally, the communication network 8 is connected based
on protocol of TCP/IP or SAP R3, and the communication
network 9 is connected through Zengin protocol (Standard
Communication Protocol of Japanese Bankers Association), or
a SWIFT format in overseas remilttance.

Further, the escrow transaction commission apparatus
5 includes escrow account specifying means 50 for allowing
the buyer to specify an escrow account for depositing
escrow costs generated by a transaction with the portal
site 2, money-sending instructing means 51 for instructing
the buyer-specified financial institution 11 to send the
escrow costs to an escrow bank holdng the escrow account
when the buyer enters an instruction to send money to the
escrow account; a verification of receipt transmitting
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transmtting this verification of receipt to the supplier; a delivery -
verification receiving neans 53 for receiving delivery - verification for
verifying the delivery of escrow target goods fromthe buyer when the
supplier delivers the escrow target goods to the buyer based on the
verification of receipt, and a paynent-instruction transmtting neans 54
for transmtting a paynent -instruction to the escrow bank to pay the
escrow costs deposited in the escrow account to the supplier-specified
financiahehﬁsHSZHfdwlﬁébei&&mgthawerﬂﬁacaidbmwdﬂ%mﬁnnipbnoﬁomuheyion

apparatu i g.,a server f nar 0 r y d|ng a
CPU for gf@@utﬁ-’hﬁg SHAC g?ﬁ (} operziljtqvgné;@%a%dagg ??’%q}{r}églﬁg
storing tonmzenis of ttlbe axpelreart i sesdingnsiget inetdngp- vaghed 51n.t efpndt

br.ov1 der ¢ 8 $99A6CUA ! UG 41 dL6E Ao b, B9 £REOUIPROTELCODLL or.

When access IS t he buyer term nal plier termnal 4
t hr ough ahei@btwmnmxmmm kreceivigg tmfealh%cﬁéw £9Bn¥gceiyang

commi ssi eeﬁ%i«&ab%ihea@!bﬁesfo% VW PaME Eid egéedvépyt Be Bepebwor the
supplier. On this _hone page, information regarding, the _selection, of an

escrow 5@66&ﬁt JOPEsS; fﬁr(?&l RUTRIN SRR pERE { BUPPALEReAELLVERS LPBount, an
or der spggbtbwawamggﬂuyddﬂsIﬁd«tﬁueb@yéﬂlnaedd on aﬁdlwemnfibheleacrow

t t t tab

55 for SRoFPRGRENbENS A BEVEERG: ASGECE m, S ogentiand Perhdna hacomes
a menber fofr timamsmitdung anspeymentednsitsacthons st ethel, eandownbessr ow

T or ML BN Y 385 Getlk ool | Ao SPELRMA NERE TBELLBY YBLEBuNE RECESSArY

for escrow nsact1on or mati on dat abase 55 st ores
i nf or mat the sypPRiss-spesified AimanciadydnséddusdenblPshnent nane, a

di visi on nane NBtgharggRata zipn&odesawbwddieshsattidie Otomhipeisan in
charge, a tele hone nunber, a FAX nunber g% speci fied financial
ﬁﬁét

i nst it ut PBR2FAFYS 25t yie & BREYREsLCOMPO nOIMG, aCORRMEEF 1D, a
contract syBteandincls@ingDa ChY ifdor exeicanihgi nxga:sicmed pdegesding on t he
buyer operations, and storing means for storing commands of the
operations, managed by a so-called Internet provider, and
connected through the Internet to a not-shown host computer.
When access 1s made from the buyer terminal 3 or the
supplier terminal 4 through the communication network 7 or
8, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 provides a
home page directed to the buyer or the supplier. On this
home page, information regarding the selection of an escrow
account, verification of money deposited in the escrow
account, an order specification and the like are displayed.

In addition, the escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 includes a member information database 55 for
storing member information about a buyer or a supplier who
becomes a member of the escrow transaction commission
system 1, and an escrow information database 56 for storing
escrow information which is necessary for eSCrow
transactions.

The member information database 55 stores information
such as a company name, a business establishment name, a
division name in charge, a zip code, an address, a name of

a person in charge, a telephone number, a FAX number, a
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i nformati on and supplier information. Mreover, the escrow information

dat abase 56 stores information such as an escrow nunber, a buyer's nane, a
contract I D and a user ID of a buyer, a supplier's nanme, a contract ID and
a user ID of a supplier, a name of goods, a part of goods, a quantity of
goods, a unit price, a nane of a specified financial institution nane, an
escrow bank nane, a due date for paynent, and acceptance inspection
conditions, the information being stored depending on the escrow
transactspeeifEedhfmhanbeaés¢neﬁnbahk9n6nameB a. typandf6PuE&DESER Aescrow

account p gl tign 0 StpWgnchbigragsChpW gRat g acersent from
t he buye?géﬁgg édhf ﬁgﬁgﬁa eﬁ?%%tl?ut?oﬁb %rgnd dep05|ted ang when t he

suppl i er thas i@@bﬁm@ﬁé@neséﬁdngﬂ%ﬁﬁr%ﬁxxE@E%P4¥ﬁgbu?%r thee BU¥PBW bank

pays theiﬁfSEﬁM’tﬁ.Bﬁt %nhoshBﬁliHBpthBrmﬁlﬁQthlEd fi nanci al institution 10.
2. Operation explanation Next, escrlgtlon w. || be nﬁge II ﬁr% essi ng
carried out byMPHGOEQEFOWhﬁ%ﬁEQERWOﬁ E8rMALLPBN A1 fSF & %resent

enbodi nemhfwhat&eher@ﬁme he tdie eaeeewpmmm dravmumr %- Inarméerber

I nf or mati on Re ratio roces esSgLip |

i nf or mat FGRT rP ép 4;#) ng y%?rané gﬂgh Eémgﬁe escrow
transactcontrammlsglandspshsmmlI@foﬁha em@@dﬂ#ﬂnta b&m@doéngaoﬁﬁowéhart of
FIG 2. ﬁgn%y% é&&lgg %9§§%§ﬁ1 ?i fgwd%ragsgﬁgko ri@gnnhsghg@ @&lng t he

escrow t sac n-corm ssion § he "errbodi ment ap % ies for
nenbershapspycaédeébﬁd@amméalpdmﬁiﬂtﬁﬁi9n2nﬁ@@rtP§n§§@FPUh? KoRBM§a buyer

termnal g3 ¢201lhatkn t#4:5 CagmehBS DRy eaéeéﬁtaﬁaéerimmbetﬁabmon such
as a conpany name, a busi ness establ i shnent name,

speci f i e§oPOAZAGNS. ithe | LDEPFRAtERPBDEAPSy S Qﬁﬁge§%9 Q§59h8nspeC|f|ed
financi alksichow ttian®adtdonger forned on an i nput screen as that shown in

FIG 3. A Each of the escrow banks 6A, 6B,...and 6H have an
escrow account for depositing escrow costs. When the
escrow costs are sent from the buyer-specified'financial
institution 11 and deposited, and when the supplier has
delivered escrow target goods to the buyer, the escrow bank
pays the escrow costs to the supplier-specified financial
institution 10.

2. Operation explanation

Next, description will be made of all processing
carried out by the escrow transaction commission system 1
of the present embodiment with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

2-1. Member Information Registration process

First, description 1s made of member information
registration process of a buyer and a supplier by the
escrow transaction commission system 1 of the embodiment
based on a flowchart of FIG. 2.

A buyer trying to make an escrow transaction
commission using the escrow transaction commission system 1
of the embodiment applies for membership by accessing the
portal site 2 for transactions from the buyer terminal 3
(S201). 1In this case, the buyer enters member information

such as a company name, a business establishment name, and
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plurality of buyer-specified financial institutions can be specified, and
an order of priority can be also specified. After the entry of nenber
information, the portal site 2 provides a portal nmenber ID, and carries
out buyer nenber registration (S202). Simlarly, a supplier applies for
menbership by accessing the portal site 2 fromthe supplier termnal 4
(S203), and enters nenber information such as a conpany nane, a business
establishment, and supplier-specified financial institution name. Based on
t he nenbarndmﬁcwﬂﬁhi@medﬂﬁiqmnﬂrﬂanni&&Zipsbﬂtdbioa.poﬂsabcﬁeﬁﬁyn | D,

and carri o | at 1 i stration is
t hus perFﬁgne§ht§ﬁ£ (Fﬁe port%?ééﬁ%féé éﬁ@gﬂ H$E?EFF%§HSpg%|f;|ngla
port al peréormedh@nmﬁmbennputoﬁﬁﬂbﬁ@naSHEh@taﬁbﬁWPshm EX5¢hd- edcrow
transact hgﬁ r&oH! %@ﬁ@%ﬁo ﬁtalé de>2PBand e, 11999&@@1/6@& &ghebged the

menber ormati on D and the portal nenber 1D, .the escrow
transactﬁbﬁcééﬁﬂﬂssﬁﬁﬁ &pp&Féﬁﬁs°§ prapraéy cpe EGnP#&BtSPBClgﬁG the user

ID as a nmenberpkbepf fKe %%%ZW &f AREAHHONinEOPMRESHAN anmr powsad and
3

regi sters the nenber | D (S206 and t hen %{ores t he qf ;ornatlon in
the menb&ite @ RTAYIMRE At BBRSE15BeMREEe 1D h ATHENERT T 15T of HAét 8¥has been

regi st er fdmber registiation wsnbﬁbcation screen as that shown in FIG 4 is

resented to h,of th I d | 2,
ana. the menber SURFORRATY ont S*VEPLEEE SPRTTE fRls EORBERhiR Y °
regi st ragicorssing sgiexi portiali sdnei & fromi te; cﬁﬂmﬁeﬂ-qmetﬁﬁ‘ﬁb’éﬁl 4
i nf ormati@yg $§n begn & hanged sf rrf?éﬂnﬂé’h? S85eeRs tfonf! §5en 3 adnda @oh@gﬂgct ively.

2-2. Escrow Transaction on Conm ssion process 17 Next, descripti w |l be
made of PRBepro@esPusHnesscr SFtabASRREIdns EBdni SIPR}16T-§§eCHE 8 row
transact iF@Rane@@N SS1ASt dPREL8HUS Hamsed omBasdd owshar ttid Fim@mber First,

the SUpphh%%r%%% sses %h ﬂ%%%gf si%%ezzpz%%qhes a portal member 1D,
and carries out supplier member registration (S5204).

Member registration is thus performed, then the
portal site 2 adds the portal ID for specifying a portal
site to the member information, and transmits it to the
escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 (S205).

Then, upon having received the member information,
the portal ID and the portal member 1ID, the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 provides the contract ID
and the user ID as a member ID of the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 and registers the member ID (S206),
and then stores the member information in the member
information database 55.

After the member information has been registered, a
registration verification screen as that shown in FIG. 4 is
presented to each of the supplier 4, the buyer 3 and the
portal site 2, and the member information 1is verified
(S207), thus completing the registration.

The specified financial institution and the member
information can be changed from the screens of FIGS. 3 and

4 respectively.

2-2. Escrow Transaction on Commission process
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the supplier termnal 4, and inscribes goods to be sold in a catal ogue of
the portal site 2 (S501). Upon receipt of this, the portal site 2

regi sters the goods in the catal ogue (S502). Then, the buyer accesses the
portal site 2 fromthe buyer termnal 3, and refers to the catal ogue
(S503). When there are goods the buyer want to buy, the buyer sends an
order to the portal site 2 (S504). Upon receipt of the order, the portal
site 2 receives and registers the order information thereof (S505). In
this case, theN@ﬁtt,aldéééﬁpei@l:hsmiams BeSah£dd | OF Seheerpsced®Wafi n FI G
6, which aIIo t he r to select an escrow,transactiqn _or ener al

r anoact PORECHNERPRECTIpRS SORBLee oo UBa0eohne, FRFERY (GADoRGEd PRt | on

t her eof csmmussimnta@@atatmhes pastel on|Eeprwahdr¢t0Eh€I§ané tine,

transferred top t S5,( . Upon
havi ng recei ved&FEe se W&héggggggvgv‘ %?‘ %sog?%ﬁ'on J:j'fs%e e??rg%)w

t ransact tbe @@mmligmoﬂemmina&L$ 5an¢mmﬁs¢tmb@sCQOQﬁﬁuhbebeaﬁQlﬂegmsters
the escrawdHai Sggg}é W tﬁ&dﬁb%aﬂ RittenSy [ s 90 B) [ Al hgBn| %ewa&l o to the

portal site Then ortal site transmts the ord
i nf or mat i Bﬁsent &P@d BYTitRd btﬁ‘éle afd regigderse dhe h@ooéﬁec&tnl or*Fh@f t he
escrOM/teamag@bu@n(SQOQhe supplier termnal of the suppller (8508) The

I t der b t d f t , d
Then | regi ot or SAERe E08 SWHSANGEEFERF ( EBBOPOTERY 1 Lrchet ePRo Byer can

verify obdgeed tgerodnadn 33 asrd amfexrs Hoovihe rt:aﬂjaﬁogﬂneby( SEOES.S| Whenhe

escrow  fasag SpiveEShahe, Taehud hecbuBlhybeY baAagelECl od the
[ch&e)cfsgc S OW ban rl% ﬁ %

escrow transac escr e’ eéscrow 18 account
on a Fuptrder, tmethgpmnﬁaﬂatsbbe 20 ¢FR04kcr OWPOH receipt of the

order, the portal site 2 receives and registers the order
information thereof (S505). In this case, the portal site
2 displays a selection screen as shown in FIG. 6, which
allows the buyer to select an escrow transaction or a
general transaction. When the buyer selects the escrow
transaction, information thereof i1is transmitted to the
portal site 2, and at the same time,  transferred to the
escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 (S506).

Upon having received the selection of the escrow
transaction, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
adds the escrow number and reglsters the escrow transaction,
and then returns régistration information to the portal
site (S507).

Then, the portal site 2 transmits the order
information entered by the buyer and a notice of the
execution of the escrow transaction to the supplier
terminal of the supplier (S508). The supplier terminal
receives an order based on the order information, and then
registers the escrow transaction (S509).

In this case, the buyer can verify ordered goods on a
screen as shown in FIG., 7 by accessing the escrow
transaction apparatus 5 (S510).

Then, the buyer having selected the escrow

transaction selects the escrow bank holding the escrow
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of this, the registers the selection screen as that shown in FIG 8.
buyer specifies the escrow account on a screen shown in FIG 9, and then
transmts it transaction apparatus 5 (S511). Upon receipt escrow
transacti on comm ssion apparatus 5 escrow account (S512). After the

regi stration of the escrow account, the buyer enters an instruction to
send the escrow costs (S513). Upon having received this noney-sendi ng

i nstruction, the escrow transaction conmm ssion apparatus 5 instructs the
buyer-zpacbb'uﬁd fomaacisdleaision uscaeebl apedhhitedshdwst odaha el by 8the buyer
to sen n tot es fl ' [ L tutd (SN r Up@n havin
recei ved Pﬁgxeﬁbnegﬁgengﬁgégin%ﬁ?%%%?%%, % B%%%?vgpeC|fﬁ%g:fPﬁén%ial °

i nstitut epeclificetdont kereedr showosis FI6m 4n addolihenotrapgBipsydt to the

escrow aggoygl s D% SSnAWRaAh GEpEDatud & Niss1case, upba sepeliper can

verify a schedule of a deposit in the escrow account or a state of receipt
of nonegfonthigeritheariseFostr EEANEECEABRN FoMRigsian |RPPARAEH ngd t he

contract pbRiaRdrishenids @sclblBwoBco@d- i(353Qneen as that shown in FIG 10
fromthe supplier termnal 4, and accesgi qg t e for suQrﬁI iers
' sc il

s he honepa
(S516). In addPfrsR, thy EROETHETP an® ﬁﬁﬁﬁgwpogc%%urﬁﬂer number on
the ver bliyeat enteser @dn iofstuGtibh, ten sende thepesiciiovatiosrt sad S5t18dt. shown

in FIG 12 can be. displa . Fl 2 d Lficati
di spl ayeép\?/ﬁe %%l%%ch\ﬁéﬁ‘%ﬁger&iésag%%ﬁ'stel%?i&%ir cﬁ%%§gﬁg¥%%£8elr1: :ﬂ% i cation
- screen obsErGw 1transactiohe coweissien EPPagatusw BosinsEnehe &her ow

account, yi, %r‘ﬁ?e%‘ﬁ(ﬂ%@‘ 6 £ iRdids 2 YREtiteeioRn Oh1 reGyeRiifafedoney to
the escrow transacti on conm ssi on aggarat us 5 (S517). U% recei pt of

this, thbefogeband r §sadPPonPERFI sEPorSePParBiRRY 5 12 a t £5G1EV
verificalripanef anecaptiitiowey (gs5h9 .supporerhéGhig) rebpanededtievi ng t he

éﬁ;lnz : f sgnlgﬁrégﬁféern%%.enlf t E’Lntsril:%uciggpxl,l eEh\e/er‘cl'tgilre(azrs- sa&eé){fjféc? r ’fi%%%%%.’aland a
institution 11 sends the escrow costs from an account of
the buyer to the escrow account of the escrow bank (S515).

In thils case, the supplier can verify a schedule of a
deposit in the escrow account or a state of receipt of
money on a verification screen as shown in FIG. 11 by
entering the contract ID and the user ID on a log-in screen
as that shown in FIG. 10 from the supplier terminal 4, and
accessing the homepage for suppliers (S516). In addition,
by clicking on an escrow number or an order number on the
verification screen of FIG. 11, an order specification as
that shown in FIG. 12 can be displayed. FIG. 12 shows the
order specification displayed when an escrow number
“ESC00004" is clicked on the verification screen of FIG. 1l.

After the receipt of the escrow costs to the escrow
account, the escrow bank 6 transmits a verification of
receipt of money to the escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 (S517). Upon receipt of this, the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 transmits the
verification of receipt of money to the supplier (S518).

Upon receiving the verification of receipt, the
supplier verifies an orderer, gdoods, and a quantity on the
verification screen (S519), and delivers the ordered goods

19




verification screen (S519), and delivers the ordered goods 19 to the buyer
(S520). The buyer having received the goods verifies the contents of the
del i vered goods (S521), and transnmits delivery-verification to the. escrow
transaction commi ssion apparatus 5 (S522). Upon receiving the
delivery-verification, the escrow transaction conm ssion apparatus 5
transmts an instruction to pay the escrow costs deposited in the escrow
account to the escrow bank 6 (S523). According to this paynent-

i nstruct itan,thtehEbLQﬁé:d‘ oysbaok. 6 ThRadduyee dsoriow costesived the goods

suppller- |f|e | nanc nstd t o] | f b an y the
supplier F%%g ?lc?ﬂtgsupM|€H¢%%e§F% %Bgﬁ éh%#% réﬁ? utggﬁ 10
havi ng rEmansmdtsmﬂe&ixemvfxﬁmxfIQGMSnltSoaﬁhﬁ|%%C@@W ﬁa?ﬁﬁﬁﬁtééﬁpletlon

to the eﬁgm\ﬁ/stsgg?sggyaggtggmg\ §§|5QQ) apparatus 5 and the supplier (S525).

The supplier veri ayment _conpl etion on a verification of receipt
screen as shoﬂEOPnIPMQiVE?qEﬁhﬁnde%*ﬂ@??Tﬁ?%h#%ﬁa¥H%nesEPBwPSFFQHEaCt|on

on comm $3hABaBY 1bRe cRRAIAY1lbnA RPelia®s csorﬂﬂasx%hﬂltsa@mamtsuﬁuﬁtm
descri bed above, the escrow trans%lct [ OJ;FT%% st em 1 of

enbodi nofe PR LG YCERN (25 by SEhensarYan AihgRben o

hnStltgch@S e&bﬂ&w t$&nbuyﬁr(san3)nakeA&uoeﬁangM/toangmaxl@aymeqaest to a
esire i nanci institution such._as th k ,Qf 0 cond
Enbodi med?f ﬁé‘ngr?é‘ftthe d8§8’f?8t% ok % SBRQQ (}% o?g%%laée%'gc?g%v Er%g)nsactlon
conmi ssi mhesyslmﬂia&:cﬂspiemgfie)d aﬂaeondalerﬂbtﬁ:ﬂmﬁi@f 10e spesddied

I nventi oRe %Ighagflerbgn% Q q_iea_.cq(_a.,rmr)yl ng draw ngs. Conponents simlar
to those o t enbo shown in FIG 1 are den ed b§ %fﬁ1lar

ref erence nunefhes, ihe ﬁ@&ﬁh#&&'&@?@#ﬁ&@ﬂoﬁHH%QQ%ﬂi|¥?S | System
Conf | gur&taw&\gASrébeeran 'Eﬂ& ebéroan €6steW transects oa cmniesl @f system

20 of th%a r%%%”tcgﬁgi tg% {nC|%&SSegcgg%ertransaction commission
apparatus 5 and the supplier (S525). The supplier verifies
the payment completion on a verification of receipt screen
as shown in FIG. 13 (S526), thus finishing the escrow
transaction on commission by the escrow transaction
commisslon apparatus 5.

As described above, the escrow transaction commission
system 1 of the embodiment can specify an escrow back among
a number of financial institutions. Thus, the buyer can
make an escrow transaction request to a desired financial

institution such as the bank of his account.

(Second Embodiment)

Hereinafter, description will be made of an escrow
transaction commission system according to a second
embodiment of the present invention with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Components similar to those of the
first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 are denoted by similar
reference numerals, and detailed description thereof is
omitted.

1. System Configuration
As shown in FIG. 14, an escrow transaction commission

system 20 of the present embodiment includes a buyer
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20 termnal 3 of a buyer conpany for buying goods by accessing a portal
site 2, a supplier termnal 4 of a supplier conpany for supplying goods
information to the portal site 2, an escrow transacti on conm ssion
apparatus 5 functioning as a server to execute escrow transactions

comm ssion for the transfer of goods and paynent for charges generated by
transactions between the supplier and the buyer, escrow firnms 16A,
16B,..., and 16H engaged in escrow business, an escrow firm specified

fi nanci aPtetrmihatLutsl Qm &7 bln@\elxﬂg:oax@anqsebwrbagmgngobﬂrs Bepasiceissdngscr ow

costs, a_su eci fjed_financja stit.uti.on, 10 peC|f| or ehand
by the ?upggft 1'[f"yerz spgcﬁ'f%%i:\‘?]ﬁancﬁrgllqanlsutu?;tson 17 uggp%ggrfled
beforehandmbpnwhédmn&uppkymhgigbaﬂ5|imtormatr@mpaoytme portdilsisiitieut i ng
IO 1 AR o §u Bl e BRSSP sCleube bR Ry er - The
buyer t & nihal® SiSiter Tt erm nal tal site 2, the

di st ri bugisorg ceepeey te @nr@qurt@ mttma@,@t S cepmMissdAnafPAr at us 5

are | nt ekGANAGERE Y JF GOUBRINR!poPnORE W6 EnaflBsPeehakatibeny, and
the escrow transaction conmm SSion appar at us are I nterconnected

comuni c ¥FedFardtRssk Bet‘fﬁ%nesté“reov\FPPBﬁéﬁEtlw c&RRi SRYSE - afFEFeMus 5 and

the finagahdls 16, t188,0NS. 16hd - 16H 1éhihaddd iAleaBiiod7bakenesser amnnect ed
by a conmuni cati netmorgﬁggg her t.he esgiﬁg tran t|on comi ssi on

appar at u§S§T¥c| 88EF angkak ¢ yPR 5?13“5 ol?av:'aWovm ng the
buyer t oespzom yaaooestrcﬁnracdepmsitmng ooV | egsEscr oav coppd igener at ed

by a traﬁ%%%&'ﬂ%db%‘%ﬁaf ey A u@ﬁthtbguggeehk%a BREBYaRARM! AY

i nstruct ruc r-specifie I nanci a
i nstitut rtbw 19uppliend taheblex@rosxp@%f%e@o ftiﬁ@r@@rlom#n%hmmowéﬂ t he

buyer ems%@%i@&édnsb@f%&bﬁﬁnho S?ndtﬁ’é’neb(uyéﬂ theh®sH O\ i@GGQA Wit o
verification of recei ansm ttin ans_52 for

ecei v a verification
of receCHMPFYordy EPGW]?%%tE§EPB ?lr%?%%%0|??¥§FF?iaﬁ%1 al ®S9TE™ t ution
17 when thensaetdwns0stsomll @henssupsl belr t tobethsedtiyes .deplise t daiyiexr t he

escrow a%%%%ﬂ%a %g E%?”%@ﬂb fg% terminal 4, the portal site 2, the
distribution company 18 and the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 are interconnected by a
communication network 7. The portal site 2, and the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 are interconnected by a
communication network 8. The escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 and the financial institutions 16A,..., 16H, 10,
11 and 17 are interconnected by a communication network 9.
Further, the escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 includes escrow account specifying means 50 for
allowing the buyer to specify an escrow account for
depositing escrow costs generated'by a transaction between
the buyer and the supplier, money-sending instructing means
51 for instructing the buyer-specified financial
institution 11 to send the escrow costs to the escrow
account when the buyer enters an instruction to send money
to the escrow account; a verification of receipt
transmitting means 52 for receiving a verification of
receipt of money from the escrow firm specified financial
institution 17 when the escrow costs are instructed to be
sent 1s deposited in the escrow account, and transmitting
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21 this verification of receipt to the supplier; a delivery- verification
recei ving nmeans 53 for receiving delivery- verification for verifying the
delivery of escrow target goods fromthe buyer when the supplier delivers
the escrow target goods to the buyer based on the verification of

recei pt, paynent-instruction transmtting neans 54 for transmtting a
paynment -instruction to the escrow firm specified financial institution 17
to pay the escrow costs deposited in the escrow account to the supplier-
speci fi e@nhiki wmﬂlcdﬁlsid toif | p8cddptipen rteseeisaimiéxe del gegiyery-

verification; ution-_ state_sup S 5 [ cei ving
G st 11 bt POAELERTABRN SHRRTT RS T DR g3 Fof s AR N < ARRSVPFER | he
distri buVemmfctomhanyx fior destfybogyi rtgleesdebitweayg@tf gpechisqw atidrgeappl yi ng
this & SbbEBUIELAR: Tl HUALOIA Ahd Os(B1 PUY Che 1L DO LnEUBRLLEY.  The
ESCFOM/t ansac 'on comri ssion appa es a ne I ntormation
dat abaset8sgpsr seed$ ngo n’bh@erbqyrﬁlbrhﬁﬁeén Q;'f ﬁhgumrﬂefrl%fs]tﬂj}ol P&r who

becones aec@RpRer BhyhkEteinLeMut3BRACKHARSMANFLAG Ofeayst €Bul, faRd an
escrow i nfornation database 56 for storing escrow _jnformati on necessary

for escr&haPeBAsEdngond. PayBER&ripstrugéionc, &6® i AP6r nBEFERYdatdb%se 56
stores aap@aﬂe&ehl rflitna@lfciagiemcr%ﬁlastﬁﬂrorem m;:p@w the maseegwsbbatﬁsgnf of
j oi nt 0s ration_ o osit transfer t or
when thegg EE%FP i %h%eSBSFPg ce¥Ptedy HRY SPRQ Eesgﬁﬁgg V€r, the
escrom1ff1nanbﬁél 16Bst1tutand ldM ppbhormeee¢w¢ngbu$hnesdeasvagyescrow
Lransact bR0sRGkke 1ATOUNA BT BAET ol LR1ANGLA i Alg HEandld ) Nel ude

subsidiaries o vent Uur e conpani es an d|t|on to
fi nanci afornsTeeeivng Mrééomstﬁm eé@f@ﬁmﬁt?—ﬁﬂsﬁ’éﬁﬁﬁ@wgl Aanci al

institutg@8ti{oultadnakt@te’ OVER&k OUBhel Olq1daRAT UM €SE6MYaRPSTt Eorwhich is

speC|f|ea bef o eh nd by an escrow firm Wen escr m/costi jare %ggt from
t he buyePi§h&dprpt Bgflﬁ%ﬁﬁ9¥ iTRE9ett i 9Pqs. and  supplying

distribution-state information to the buyer and the
supplier.

The escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
includes a member information database 55 £for storing
member information of a buyer or a supplier who becomes a
member of the escrow transaction commission system 1, and
an escrow 1information database 56 for storing escrow
information necessary for escrow transactions. Especially,
the escrow information database 56 stores an upper limit of
deposits for each escrow firm, registration of Jjoint
deposits, registration of deposit transfer, a dealing
method for when the upper limit of deposits is exceeded and
the like.

Moreover, the escrow firms 16A, 16B,...and 16H
perform escrow business using escrow transaction only
accounts prepared at financial institutions, and include
subsidiaries of banks, venture companies and the like in
addition to financial institutions such as banks.

The escrow firm specified financial institution 17
has an escrow account for depositing escrow costs, which is
specified beforehand by an escrow firm. When escrow costs
are sent from the buyer-specified financial institution 11

22




22 and deposited, and the supplier delivers escrow target goods to the
buyer, the escrow firmspecified financial institution 17 bank pays the
escrow costs to the supplier- specified financial institution 10. 2.
Operati on expl anati on Next, description will be made of processing carried
out by the escrow transaction conm ssion system 20 of the second

enbodi nent with reference to the acconpanying draw ngs. However, nenber
information registration is carried out simlarly to that of the first
enbodi meahd adéposhueddesand ptihen thepaabrwi délbeensni tesxkow- targedr ow

Transacti_on .on Cb ssi,on process S t| S e

t ransact 987¢Sont s.%ll1 ‘I% i’ ?)é ‘g g?fmt ht ug fJf%]e %g'?lt%\glugllte by

t he escmnwtumamimm|kﬂ1hanhnpﬁysnmm@peseruw gostst he &shbosuppdtierbased on

a flomchgp o %1%%9T1%§£c§%ﬁ$3nskq% YRRl 19" accesses the portal site 2 from
er

t he supp erm n d 1 nscribes goods to be sold in a catal ogue of
t he port al. QpﬁeaZ19819@Pﬂan§¢@@nrecelpt of this, the portal site 2

registers thesgeg@odgegerliit iondhalaguse (d@02de Eheeesbhﬁgbwﬂe@cesses
the portal site 2 fromthe buyer termnal 3, and refers t g al ogue
r

(S1503) . OUFp Y t Hae ee§F€°HOGéI'§nFﬁé’tBG§?ercqmssﬂt°6‘ Hixst 6E“i‘re ends an

order tosklenaor tebciiinferd ( SIHEH) . réb@ﬁerli@@el pob ahet hacmfod@ranryriﬁxgr mat i on,
t he portgl si,te 2 issyes an_order . nunb to the bu%er %&$5% é§xn ed order

nunber t 8TENET9Suppl i BPWERRE: t HEH" %Y < %ﬁ AL o &I e on 1CS1505) .
The port alarsiited 2utetaimisladlky i ssuthiabr dér thenfférstoembodimepsr, @88506),

and tran%ﬁhgsdkg%r’iﬁﬂﬁﬂkﬁﬁ%EEMEgvﬁﬁQE%e #ngr g0 the supplier (S1507). In

this case, the plays a sel ection screen as shown in FIG
6 to nake the buyer select an escrow transaction or a general transaction.
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Description is made of escrow transactions on
commission process performed through the portal site by the
escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 of the embodiment
based on a flowchart of FIG. 15.

First, the supplier accesses the portal site 2 from
the supplier terminal 4, and inscribes goods to be sold in
a catalogue of the portal site 2 (S1501). Upon receipt of
this, the portal site 2 registers these goods in the
catalogue (S1502).

Then, the buyer accesses the portal site 2 from the
buyer terminal 3, and refers to the catalogue (S1503).
When there are goods the buyer wants to buy, the buyer
sends an order to the portal site 2 (S1504). Upon receipt
of the order information, the portal site 2 issues an order
number to the buyer and a received order number to the
supplier, and then registers the order information (S1505).
The portal site 2 returns the issued order number to the
buyer (S1506), and transmits the issued received order
number to the supplier (S1507).

In this case, the portal site 2 displays a selection
screen as shown in FIG. 6 to make the buyer select an
escrow transaction or a general transaction. When the

buyer selects the escrow transaction, information thereof
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Is transmtted to the portal site 2, and to the escrow transaction

comm ssion apparatus 5 (S1508). Upon having received the selection of the
escrow transaction, the escrow transaction conmm ssion apparatus 5

regi sters the escrow transaction (S1509), and provides an escrow firm
selection screen shown in FIG 16 to the buyer (S1510). As shown in FIG
16, on the selection screen, not only banks throughout the country but

al so subsidiaries of banks such as X bank escrow service, and venture
conpani ess Stitdhasi ottt tventhe epArtad beitsel @Gt emhd Then, tlidne eboyew

specifies_an_or unber f S c t he sel ection screen,
and sele §n§ﬁ°g§8P ﬁpmgaﬁﬁgoPn %Eaggéggeg Ee 8§3er can refer to regions,
fees, achi evetipons kaninde nedesivesi i rher rraeilgqtign sef edthengesk&owescr ow

firm Af%EEQEQStEBEC'f‘Eﬂéégkéw Efﬁh\ é%fWﬁfbﬁﬂhlggfgn PpaEEEﬁQMGaCCOU”t

I S speci on a sél ection screen own 1 n ransmtted to the
escrom/tFQGéaﬁargnthﬁnﬁﬁ@@¢%ntﬁﬂpaﬁ§t@§n5(@éﬁﬁﬁm @m%nPF@Eéﬁﬁﬁ 8P this,

the escr ewc%an%aem %1mr§%&%é}p@m&msl§ F36e$6aB0CEREOWURREEPL i ON
nunber, correlates the escrow reception nunber, .the order nunber . and the

recei ved (§18&P ) nunber SHPVR dReFAfot Ay, OBndber S51LECELOT: RETEERr 0ROt r m and

t he eSCl’@WlQrCQ)@JM&s (t%lfiﬂ@hou%‘ titHe tctmmegy shuat aBookubbedeaciew bifr m and
the escrow, accou '

t t
transm { BERGoARAR A dh PO CEPGTO naeBLEF 8w FRandaaLian” CPRERRASRy ¢ he
escrOM/reueptaenannehewemmurbeAbuyarbEesnﬂnatede of the buyer and the
supplLer term #gbn ! Fne hﬁ?ggpp' pRl1£1%sCl 451 6RbE Mildndl £88 Lok

(S1513). Upon recei pt he supplier specifies an escrow reception
nunber , tarﬁasaéutﬁpme@rt e ste kRP Qths3eFeoR. t BnEhaehagEf PB1SEEFOV Wien

verifi Cabbaﬂ cafinbeniRdgaddle 1Y viyet | @an PLreEss taf reblienQSCIf@\ds
transaction is finished. Next, descri

process BFPARVERERSR ﬁﬂﬂnﬁﬂﬁl%ﬁkﬁnﬁ%piﬁg Fﬂ?gﬁﬁﬂ £AE 5&2 otlRg" Fhet At On

escrow firm,

After the specification of the escrow firm, then, an
escrow account is specified on a selection screen shown in
FIG. 9, and transmitted to the escrow ‘transaction
commission apparatus 5 (S1511).

Upon receipt of this, the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 issues an escrow reception number,
correlates the escrow reception number, the order number
and the received order number with one another, and
registers the escrow firm and the escrow account (S1512).

After the registration of the escrow firm and the
escrow account, the escrow transaction commission apparatus
5 transmits a verification notice of the escrow transaction
including the escrow reception number to the buyer terminal
3 of the buyer and the supplier terminal 4 of the supplier
by electronic mail or the like (S1513). Upon receipt of
this, the supplier specifies an escrow reception number,
and verifies the escrow transaction to the buyer (S1514).
When verification can be made, the registration process of
the escrow transaction is finished.

Next, description will be made of the registration
process of an escrow transaction made not through the
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portal site but by the escrow transacti on conm ssion apparatus 5 of the
enbodi nent based on a flowchart of FIG 17. Wen the buyer directly
transacts with the supplier, not through the portal site 2, first, the
buyer directly gives out an order fromthe buyer terminal 3 to the
supplier termnal 4 (S1701). In this case, the buyer requests escrow
settlenent by the escrow transaction conm ssion apparatus 5 to the
supplier. Then, when the supplier having received the order accepts the

escrlow sg?&lta&en{sil@)é fj Betes® Wth'éan%%@'ﬁrbﬂﬂ t¥abhkhetton agpmmakesoh, the
upplier transmits order . infqornation to t escro tian paratus 5
(S1702) . PORBATHEVI n@%%ﬁ&qn%r%erﬁ}ﬁs? f%?nﬁtfy:ya) aﬁ %egg %8
transactiign conm ssion apparatus 5 issues an order nunber to the buyer,

and a recei ved rde&hfhgﬁgqﬁ] ffgég%?' raﬁgﬁh éegi§ﬂeiﬁetgﬁ %iﬁ%gw

transaction (SY 83) SEE S ransac T O CONTH Ssi OR apparatus 5
returns no¢ itdserglor ke pootiadr sicte h2, bdjiast( Sitiod) buped didaecidyed

recel vedaaider oQUTDEA trdhe SRR el SUEQSE. ALiRInaDe 5 Wit kel on o

the escrow transaction is he escrow firm sel ecti on screen
shown i nspppliers Fgriﬁilt)@*ldeﬁ t(§1t7t9é)buyer1”( Sthde) . case. bk PP¥EFTies an

order nuFagfiek®ls eaEdtAdwANSASE{ Mdind t h@ysetﬁét | @Bcrow e@ransltdbn an
escrow firm .and specifies an escr%g acco on the specification screen
t

shown i ncemaisgion,appagatus, andq e supp ﬁE escrow transaction
conmmi ssi on  appheat Uswivert STHe/) supmemereaﬁavang)f rtabeiyeﬁhetmscm*der

transaction 0 si on _appar at u a sC c er and
correl at 8§CERES gn%ﬁ %%ﬁé?o |%ﬁ%§& eﬁ% qﬁ% Qh% éQ&E%@ %: %g'qqggécelved
order nusledrt lementonapprotdiars ahd tbglssgpnl@hé e§€ﬂaﬁmﬂt5nlaﬁﬂeﬁhe

escrow afiﬁ%%a@%% ﬁ{é eéséP&wréﬂhﬁééé’ciQH abphPatascEoYshiziom)and the

escrow account i s performed escrow transaction commssion apparatus 5
transni t ¥Peny RayiRgt |rc?rP°r?d’E‘1‘%etBF-525°rder information, the escro

transaction commlssion apparatus 5 issues an order number
to the buyer, and a received order number to the buyer, and
registers the escrow transaction (S1703). Then, the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 returns the issued order
number to the buyer (S1704), and the issued received order
number to the supplier (S1705).

After the registration of the escrow transaction 1is
performed, the escrow firm selection screen shown in FIG.
16 is provided to the buyer (S1706). The buyer specifies
an order number for each transaction on the selection
screen, selects an escrow firm, and specifies an escrow
account on the specification screen shown in FIG. 9, and
then transmits it to the escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 (S1707).

Upon receipt of this, the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 issues an escrow reception number,
and correlates the escrow reception number, the order
number and the received order number with one another, and
registers the escrow firm and the escrow account (S1708).

After the registration of the escrow firm and the
escrow account 1is performed, the escrow transaction

commlission apparatus 5 transmits a verification notice of
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the escrow transaction including the escrow reception nunber to the buyer
termnal 3 of the buyer and the supplier termnal 4 of the supplier by

el ectronic mail or the like (S1709). Upon receipt of this, the supplier
specifies an escrow reception nunber, and verifies the escrow transaction
to the buyer (S1010). When verified, the registration of the escrow
transaction is finished. Next, description will be made for processing when
the escrow firmis selected in the above-described steps S1511 of FIG 15
and S170%hef EkEroW?7, taadshbelbuyennu&bdinga thposekcregqueseceptiedi ng an

upper lim.t of depo f|r base f § O | GS. 18
and 19. B! rs?r bgge on %iéga %ﬁ%ﬁg g]G§flgU%ge642%§Hon EPF be made
for procsssphgemhéwnmhmgixﬁtOfsthec§N®@dlﬁw oopkectyonieymaipl gFal ity of
ESCFOM/ft ngn é§f7§gwer (L;iJgtg_.n eﬁﬁgrgflftﬂfgon1ﬁn9 gg@bQWbrflrm

selectlon screen shown 1 FI G rs a deposit requést amount
(S1801) , SPRELESEEOVAR I HEAKAYW oF PO BHMRBBar ARG YefddilafesthR t he

escrow i gEeraRt '%né’@é%etéatweﬂuf@%eﬂ@l@@@ )V\heth@‘ént k}erdemeal t
request anmount exceeds the upper lim1t of of the rﬁgaested escr ow

firmor HBE. TPPLIEREFARBY OFi 8F°58¥0§FF§SP tg@?cé@d@&nlﬁ escr ow
transacti on CONBkSSi GlesPRAFtAlds ﬁiuramsnmaaeafmt | pEoeés@in@i whedeposi t

Cauest gl G op bl WP (9180200 L W GRFa hAFcRRbA Sgibghle 10

and 16H. SAbfér o&t €.y, 15%sandve¥70hsof pPEGar £d, t andcthpt bpyent méBpésH may
be reg'sﬁedghféfﬁcEggﬁQﬁt %Qge%ﬁﬁdynéﬁeuﬁﬁefhQLHTH“oﬂeﬂéﬁbéifegﬁeSt may

be transmtt e registered escrow firns. For exanple, in FIG
18, the Bb?eﬁsp€qwe§ﬂ§maﬁaﬁe§aﬁﬁ £dOWCHATSEr PECEIESr A8 888y &t ransacti on

of goods of 50Fiﬂhltl I aas)éanonHQwavmow%ha@-e af wnper 1l8i,Mdeseirigepoai t of
the X bank r ow rv%ce s 25 m,| ee eser gransa t|on
conmi ssi §itap z?rd‘ﬁfg ‘P?aﬁ§ﬂlcf‘§st1ﬂ8 ﬁ’g’le & 04 PYre" :8? nt ﬁgfjxsﬁt “fequest
to a VVb&bbperamdwmsbwvmcglmu@l&t&Gof escrow firms.
When the buyer selects an escrow firm on the escrow
firm selection screen shown in FIG. 16, and enters a
deposit request amount (S1801), the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 searches in the escrow information
database 56, then determines whether the deposit request
amount exceeds the upper limit of request of the requested
escrow firm or not. If the upper limit of deposits is
exceeded, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
transmits a notice of a joint deposit request to the escrow

firms (S1802). In this case, the notice of the Jjoint
deposit request may be transmitted to all the escrow firms
16A, 16B,..., and 16H. Alternatively, escrow firms

prepared to accept joint deposit may be registered
beforehand, and the notice of the joint deposit request may
be transmitted only to the registered escrow firms.

For example, in FIG. 18, the buyer requests an X bank
escrow service for an escrow transaction of goods of 50
million yen. However, since an upper limit of deposit of
the X bank escrow service is 25 million yen, the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 transmits the notice of
the joint deposit request to a W bank escrow service and a

26

{



V bank escrow service registered beforehand for joint deposit in addition
to the X bank escrow service requested for deposit. Upon receipt of this,
the X bank escrow service returns a notice of joint deposit acceptance
indicating that Joint deposit of the upper Iimt 25 mllion yen (S1803).
The Whbank escrow service returns a notice of joint deposit acceptance
according to a joint of deposit of 15 mllion yen (S1804). The V bank
escrow service also returns a notice of joint deposit acceptance according
to a jointbdAROSEEcPbwlOssivicoONn e £1S18605) .befdmshare Jwaci fliodati on of a

plural ity Ooed i o Aeij,{%%the »&%Cff%aﬁﬁag%i—bﬁesgemasas%au@em@aat us 5

i ssues nuhb corre es’t escrow reception
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i s excee e escrow firm r|pt|on will_be nade of

processi ng V\heﬁfé;erde‘p’bgl t SPROLELCRE10R aRf efr cBLIPFBIEEY st | &RGHBW firm
to a |arngen@schaw fdddpdipsadmndiied lamhardiod dpfaraths \Shessdues buyer

igl e;;z gh?@rs.t-‘gcrrngv\fliz;ercn;potnlgnhenu% C<-3rr0Wcofxlrre asteelsectthe L eddow ke JL%"’&&P FI G
number, the order number and the received order number with
one another, and registers the escrow firm and escrow
account (S1806).

After the registration of the escrow firm and the
escrow account, the escrow transaction commission apparatus
5 transmits a verification notice of the escrow transaction
including the escrow reception number to the buyer terminal
3 of the buyer and the supplier terminal 4 of the supplier
by electronic mail or the like (S1807). Upon receipt of
this, the supplier specifies an escrow reception number,
and verifies the escrow transaction to the buyer (S1808).
When verified, the registration of the escrow transaction
is finished.

Thus, by carrying out Jjoint deposit with the
plurality of escrow firms, 1t 1s possible to process an
escrow transaction, which has been unable to be processed
because a limit amount i1s exceeded to a single escrow firm.

Next, description will be made of processing when a
deposit amount is transferred from a small escrow firm to a
large escrow firm based on the flowchart of FIG. 19,

When the buyer selects an escrow firm on the escrow

firm selection screen shown 1in FIG. 16, and enters a
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deposit request anmount (S1901), the escrow transaction conm ssion
apparatus 5 searches the escrow informati on database 56, and determ nes
whet her the deposit request ampunt exceeds the upper limt of deposits to
the requested escrow firmor not. If the upper limt of deposits is
exceeded, the escrow transaction conm ssion apparatus 5 transmts a notice
of a deposit transfer request to the escrow firm (S1902). In this case,
the notice of the deposit transfer request may be transmitted to all the
escrow f deppsiBA ré@Best . amountnd(IBH 1N t etheat iessinpw edrpp@actions

prepar ed obandeeerh dﬁBBéB:Eth%a@feééaP@HeQe eI AR 19RipRRAGn and the
notice of eposit~"trans request may be transmtted only to the
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nets ve'ah%%tAexva@e% ithed uw%lﬂ 1YLﬁ1'1ttU6% GRPeaAt sl @0 dRecTeGUWsted
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s@%ﬁﬁﬁ?%%n
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of accept Fﬁ@sg'l&'épo%l 19 %)%Egea‘?% aSOieTﬂqﬁj&on §3’ﬁ %Eor?eqélceg’%pt’z%f [pth% t he
U bank essicavwwsefiirme (SEIAWR NS aZMDtthésofcameepﬂannenotlaedepbs¢heof 50
o srn, dEEdsu e S0ehnbLierddif POl OBL | Ubalortiit P CEGW 411 b be
transferre he e€sCrow tran | on conmm Ssi on appar at us | Ssues an
escrow r@@@moworflmmﬁ)elﬁﬂanbﬁborrel agprd LRH. eééﬁ@ﬁnﬁéégﬁﬂ-ﬁ’@neﬁﬁ’%’yr t he

order nugemsand,thigaregei ved skt nuge Bsth h %s@awerma@ndbbegl sters
the escrow firm and escrom/account (8190 After t tratlgg of the
e}

escrow f Hegigterede befamshatlooumnd t ABees {5 e aff act
appar at U&raisEre&ﬂSﬁtiu:‘est vedy fhbeatranmsmbtte@ ohlyheoetbeowedgizteaed on
includin% the e ow reception nunber to the buyer termnal 3 of the buyer

and the 365]|e gFH1naI 4 of the supplier 28
For example, in FIG. 19, the buyer requests a nets

venture A, which is a small venture company for an escrow
transaction of goods of 50 million yen. However, since an
upper limit of deposits of the net venture A is 10 million
yen, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
transmits the notice of the deposit transfer request to a U
bank escrow service, which i1s a large escrow firm capable
of accepting a deposit exceeding 50 million yen.

Upon receipt of this, the U bank escrow service
returns a notice of acceptance of a deposit of 50 million
ven (S51903).

After the specification of the escrow firm to be
transferred, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
issues an escrow reception number, and correlates the
escrow reception number, the order number and the received
order number with one another, and registers the escrow
firm and escrow account (S1904).

After the registration of the escrow firm and the
escrow account, the escrow transaction commission apparatus
5 transmits a verification notice of the escrow transaction
including the escrow reception number to the buyer terminal
3 of the buyer and the supplier terminal 4 of the supplier
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by electronic mail or the like (S1905). Upon receipt of this, the supplier
specifies an escrow reception nunber, and verifies the escrow transaction
to the buyer (S1906). Wen verified, the registration of the escrow
transaction is finished. Thus, by transferring the deposit to the | arge
escrow firm it is possible to process the escrow transaction which has
been unable to be processed because a limt anount was been exceeded to a
smal |l escrow firm Next, description will be nade of the process for

escrow tpgngaeidtahicommasEi op ithebylile ¢Steow)t r atipaot i wecewimdEsi on
apparatu of ,the enmbodi nent _ba n fl ar | ter the
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and S200 escrow fransaction conmm ssi On apparatus. 5 isSsues an escrow
transact conmigasen, apparpinsni bs &fnothee eBPodPEBY t PATS4ct PBn &tart
I ncl udi ng1hhenaser W rFirgansacti on nunber and an escrow reception nunber to
the buyer andA%Qgrsu }Péi%rsc%welggéﬁggégiggi lisorr}eg:?suek-gd (iSnZOQﬁL. 29
registration process of the escrow transaction shown in
FIGS. 15 and 17, acceptance inspection conditions are
adjusted between the buyer and the supplier (s2001). In
this adjustment of acceptance inspection conditions, the
buyer and the supplier respectively enter acceptance
inspection conditions such as a delivery place, a delivery
place name, a delivery period (from, to), place subject to
acceptance inspection, place subject to acceptance
inspection name, scheduled acceptance inspection date, a
method of delivery (delivery by bringing-in, delivery by
installing or the like), a method of acceptance inspection
(en bloc, divided, or the like), and years of guarantee
(period of damage coverage responsibility), and then the
conditions are adjusted therebetween and decided.
Then, when the buyer and the supplier both enter
agreements with the acceptance inspection conditions (52002,
and S2003), the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
issues an escrow transaction number, and transmits a notlce
of escCrow transaction start including the escrow
transaction number and an escrow reception number to the
buyer and the supplier by electronic mail or the like

(S2004).
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The buyer having received the notice of the .transaction start decides a
deposit of noney for buying goods, and enters an instruction to send
escrow costs (S2005). In this case, the buyer sinultaneously transfers
deposit fees. Then, upon having received the noney sending instruction,
the escrow transaction comm ssion apparatus 5 creates general transfer
data, and instructs the buyer- specified financial institution 11 specified
bef orehand by the buyer to send noney to the escrow firm specifjed
flmpanm ?I i Nstidelt | boye? éSﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬁ)g Heeeeivhd gdiw al notigast &f datBecont ai ns
i nformation such, [ (ofo) . send r ndi
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ane o I ecel Vet i «a ahleanst AR 18 u .
Furt her, P??\{?Q% bérsf{lhgﬁlfhgtag%jerﬁ{/eeri fies f’fr.]rréu tran%?ﬁlfﬁcgﬁ?gﬁf?ﬁ?ﬂg
escrow tdepeatti b@pe8onmi ssion apparatus 5 makes a transfer request total
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" ecei pt L Ona15g°56620nt! hATRAE,' A" SAMLRY AUmBRRA" &' Yent L3IER! BbaetPon

a sent store code, a sent deposit type, a sent account

number, a name of a sent recelver, a transfer amount of
money, a customer code.

Further, in orders that the buyer verifies the
transfer content, the escrow transaction commission
apparatus 5 makes a transfer request total slip as that
shown in FIG. 21, and notifies this to the buyer by
electronic mail or the 1like (S2007). The buyer having
received the transfer request total slip verifies the 7
transfer content, stamps his name on it if correct, and ;
then sends the slip to the buyer-specified financial
institution 11 through FAX or the lilke (52008).

Upon having received the transfer request total slip
and the money sending instruction from the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5, the buyer-specified
financial institution 11 sends the escrow cost from the
account of the buyer to the escrow account of the escrow
firm specified financial institution 17 (S2009).

After the deposit of the escrow costs in the escrow

account, the escrow firm specified financial institution 17
transmits a verification of —receipt to the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5 (S2010). Upon receipt
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of this, the escrow transaction comn ssion apparatus 5 transmts a receipt
noti ce of deposited noney to the buyer by electronic nail or the |ike ;
(S2011). Upon having received the receipt notice, the buyer verifies its |
content, and determines whether or not to accept it (S2012). If the buyer !
accepts it, the buyer returns a notice of acceptance to the escrow
transaction comm ssion apparatus 5 (S2013). If the buyer does not accept
the receipt notice, the buyer transmts a request for a refund to the
eSCrow tgansaetd on te@messiron appamsdcsion (SMdiEsiozhi epp@ratuse descri bed

| ater. Upon receiving th C C | f r t
transact Bﬁnﬁ%ﬁﬁfsa i °§§B§r g’t%%é'%% t% rfggisérﬁcofs sitﬁgn rﬁé’r}g%}g%f Hoti ggygfc'[ g\év
deposit wpneyetorvhicsmppli er bhe diket (8AP&1ldwmil or the |ike (S2015). The

suppl i er havi egel \ t i i Not 4 I ihbk it n d
det er m nes whe %15_ g}rﬁav\r%% t%éi%%:‘g‘%? ?E‘e( g%%ﬁ%ﬂﬁl Pkttﬁge'sﬁtﬁi bra?égcggt S
it, the veppEies eit®er soatemitppi aARd idpkeqretnesh MHETPASE rOLt inf‘?g: tﬁg

di stri butj o hi . ) .
Cnstruct %gﬁ?pgoﬁﬁggﬁﬁ%lbq . Ship geRdspGp8PlAccdptd hiig, shilppi bgyer

_ _escrow transaction _nurfher, infor i as a

nane of BEtBFBEriBHURPBHCRoMSarRCHERREATShi HBi eda?%?r%%”i%%\?glggélﬂ%gﬁb;,

ﬁaLLnateggﬂ?%gsgbnarapy@fag@@ds angd2obs)li keIfir ehent buper &owrb t ROTI nvoi ce
er an e escrow_ transactiqQn nu c n klgion, if

the suppPFEPPHo %mﬁeﬁﬁﬁggtnpﬁlgfépmgggoyg?ggaﬁgé %ﬁ#¥§1+srﬁggk%red to

t he buyefofSa0+8Fundpto theceispropf transacitienh epamissinsnpPPagat¥§uest for

a.refund es t agtl = aratus 5 (S2019 whi ch
wll be aeigFngd'|§@§?ﬁ k??gr%%hg@g%?ggbgflgﬁgggﬁipg%gﬁ %gét uct?bn frgﬁ1
b o]

the supplier Uponhaegiednimsuttnen agnRRIAP A, "ehECH| U¥ESitpany 18
o o o SRRE T RS STt Pzl 5 iabmmit S ok
nurber . ERPE3BBOGRP e ddt, AR GRS TBereTa Hol (0 yo TRALEet ‘Hnber o
cargo 3lelectronic mail or the like (S2015). The supplier having ’
received this receipt notice verifies its content, and
determines whether or not to accept it (S2016). If the
supplier accepts it, the supplier enters a shipping
instruction for instructing the distribution company 18 to
ship goods (S2017). In this shipping instruction, for each
escrow transaction number, information such as a name of a
distribution company name, shipping date, an invoice number,
an estimated date of arrival goods and the like are entered,
and the invoice number and the escrow transaction number

are correlated.

In addition, if the supplier does not accept in step
S2016, cancellation is notified to the buyer (s2018). Upon
receipt of this, the buyer transmits a request for a refund
to the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 (s2019),
which will be described later.

After the entry of the shipping instruction from the
supplier to the distribution company 18, the distribution
company 18 enters cargo booking data (S2020). This cargo
booking data contains information such as an orderer code,
order receiver code, a cargo booking number, cargo booking

date, an order number, a delivery request number, a cargdo
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booki ng pl ace nane, delivery place nanme, transfer date, a goods code of an
orderer side, a nane of goods, volune of order, (volune of delivery
request), a volunme of cargo booking. After the delivery of goods to the
buyer by the distribution conpany 18, the distribution conpany 18 enters
arrival data (S2021). This arrival data contains information such as an
orderer code, an order receiver code, an arrival nunber, an arrival date,
an order nunber, a delivery request nunber, a cargo booking place nane, a
deli ver ybbbaaﬁgnmcea ndme st @eldatey pnaeederaare sndm:gmms daker, agoods

nanme specificat] er .vol ume, .(vol une of eque e ery), an

arrival 98P8ReC %% é%hﬁ? °fﬂ?fﬁ5r51d%$tg1Iéwlonéﬁé% &é %hé °¥

carried our'deraftevol\lmededﬁ vée}ivkriyheremozist X o tahevbl,n}me. dﬁﬁenatrbe wor k

S conplg% he distribution conpany 18 enters work report data (S2022).
repo

Thi s wor t data records whether the respective acceptance inspection
condi ti ons havdfbesn that idflisteryr At . 9qvds, tohethar gouv®BHkiRYy &BLa, the

arrival @ataraBdtibhe ceRpanyead,! teat aiart%imleaenl '&th%Sa'hbe 18SeheWrs
transaction comm ssion apparatus 5, and supplied he buyer and the

suppl i er 3FRAEAGh t@%ﬁ%onéﬁ&&@%’or t heTlMi e, 3XT1¥adcr | dRLR ab5PBEALNSce t he

i nf or mat HakokM@didnN@Gueh @isSlan biidedersicade ,ofant bedeaodecelokrasodee car go
booking _data and the arrival data

| th t
commi ssi 87 appatBits WMy pfe® ra‘ﬁd’qua éﬁppl Fer egﬁscr%bé{ pngaction
distri b”ﬂe‘m"@mt erequebt gomiwiy aaccasge n@qdisar@cpbmer ARt | 8n

ot h lan I I
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an achi enament g@pdﬁh@am@l smo}fmaltlommnr @§|§@€t vod uige dvedyimeneé

i nspecti e@queBdcld @Rl iheriye a%%&fri&;%&%%hum&hanlauxaerunmrl fies the
accept ance |ns ection con |t|ons of th% de"%?ri k%og g 202%)°u hen, the

buyer verifiesFBREDEEcepPtEE1ANIABIPSK 85 ¢t rrie
after the delivery of the goods to the buyer. When the

work is completed, the distribution company 18 enters work
report data (S2022). This work report data records whether
the respective acceptance inspection conditions have been
satisfied or not.

Then, the cargo booking data, the arrival data and
the work report data are taken in by the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5, and supplied to the buyer and the
supplier through the homepages or the like.

As described above, since the information regarding a
distribution state of the goods such as the cargo booking
data and the arrival data is supplied by the escrow
transaction commission apparatus 5, the buyer and the
supplier can verify the distribution state of the goods by
accessing the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
from the buyer terminal 3 or the supplier terminal 4.

After the completion of the delivery of the goods,
the supplier reports an achievement of the delivery work
with respect to the acceptance inspection conditions to the
buyer (S2023). The buyer verifies the acceptance
inspection conditions of the delivered goods (S2024).

Then, the buyer verifies the acceptance inspection
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conditions, and determ nes whether or not to accept the conditions
(S2025). If the buyer accepts the conditions, the buyer transmts a notice
of acceptance to the escrow transaction conmm ssion apparatus 5 (S2026). If
t he buyer does not accept the acceptance inspection conditions, the buyer
transmts a request for a refund to the escrow transaction conm ssion
apparatus 5 (S2027), which will be described |ater. Then, the escrow
transacti on conm ssion apparatus 5 having received the notice of

accept anggnfieivohhe uneer deﬁéﬂﬁiﬁégs Wil bransfter tdatacdeptbethe

transmtted to the escr f d f t $2028
speC|f|e8°ﬁﬂlééeP8W( ct |r n ﬁ%; Iegndkﬁ g%téﬁg_thEEQEOAZ ( )

-instructhen Huyetﬂ"letmsmjz\tél amrepeicie | e acnaptaabe |twstthl%|t BBATeV
(82029) Al so e_escrow tr.ans | ppar uces a
t ot al Bﬁgflg?cﬁ:gauesﬁo lssﬁg‘r naﬁ%%&&ém?e 1528263 B ne bﬁ{reé

sIp escrow firmto verif
transferdoeatmmt awmbmbtthee@cphp¢aWQ§tiﬂﬁnﬁﬁﬁkﬂvf¢??ﬁ%@l%m%ctFBﬁ|c mai |

or the | bﬁ§e£829§9%smlpgor5 h%d;_g%gtecgo\fedat h-sebod altd r anef eése@qwest

slip, the “escrow firmverifies e transfer content sta uig i f
correct , tapuSacRdoN tCamEkSd ol ARRRF2FRS sPediSR0d ) +f |‘Y‘}‘ajrfc1nF aff Pt ution
17 througgsgéxbgﬁ hagehd ke (S2031). Upon having recelved the total transfer

request slip, _the escrom/flrn1s eC|f|e financial stl ends
money to the sGBBPierthespRR¢FPR| Fﬁﬁﬁﬁgqéf’nl r?sQETF'{lLﬁﬂ %blf’é%%‘u}gu g’d

bef or ehandvhygt heesepped etheS203R)ce TloEn, a¢tep eanceowEroanstke i BBYESi ssi on
apparatus 5 __transm 0 p%%ﬁﬁp opr! aldaHinasel Ofoathesul t  of
noney seﬁapﬁ§a5 %t é%%%ﬁ%wﬁ#%ﬁﬁ?érec I ed §|§2n0|§ﬁ& |nst|tut?on 17

(S2033) . e'flae‘osruppﬂ.rmr spedifiad t Iféna@@lh@llet inatstubighent’ ol S202&80if i cati on

of recei phe3qraQl a8 [di¥ra0¥ahBakt Yonlhnimis4) anandeidesmbes ow
transaction on conm ssion by the escrOM/traEiactlon gggglgﬁ:on apparatus 5

is finispaymeRtinsiRISEion £9 Ih@heFEroY ELEN spech ROk
institution 17 (S2029).

Also, the escrow transmission commission apparatus 5
produces a total transfer request slip for allowing the
escrow firm to verify transfer content, and notifies this
to the escrow firm by electronic mail or the like (s2030).
Upon having received this total transfer request slip, the
escrow firm verifies the transfer content, stamps 1ts name
if correct, and sends it to the escrow firm specified
financial institution 17 through FAX or the like (s2031).

Upon having received the total transfer request slip,
the escrow firm specified financial institution 17 sends
money to the supplier-specified financial institution 10
specified beforehand by the supplier (S2032).

Then, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
transmits a notice of payment completion based on a result
of money sending of the escrow firm specified financial
institution 17 (S2033). The supplier verifies the
completion of payment on a verification of recelilpt screen
as that shown in FIG. 13 (S2034), and the escrow
transaction on commission by the escrow transaction
commission apparatus 5 is finished.

Next, based on a flowchart of FIG. 22, description
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will be made for an escrow transacti on on conm ssion when the request of
refund is entered in steps S2014, S2019 and S2027 of FIG 20. In the
refund request of steps S2014, S2019 and S2027 of FIG 20, the buyer
specifies an escrow transaction nunber, and nmakes a refund request to the
escrow transaction conmm ssion apparatus 5. Upon receipt of this, the
escrow transaction conm ssion apparatus 5 notifies the supplier to verify
the refund by electronic mail or the like (S2201). After the verification

or the ljke10bet adect 6P 8h egeedw, tirfadsadilonerordet@nmi sesomhehérr or not
to accept the refund (S2202 | f the s iner acce he n t he
suppl i er theahefPesty oﬁofiégn@f (Nﬁ#h%ﬁ? ot ¥ %P?e %§%£t0856%g gggrow
transact §p02¢o681 E¥Gon2apparatus 5 (S2203). Here, if the supplier does not
e e anen i h Ol 8elRB0r bl lEy bROB:LUE BDOTE2052615ubnal babhor the

escrow transacti on conm SSi on nd transferred ecia
managemeaf (BR204)20 Thdine upumenav$mgci§t@$ VERRN t |6 CHOM cErBPSFﬁ ipPBf und

accepl angEmpbRe CHHPW hARESACH O SAINE S°LoGuaBeal dolS fne Pr edugow general
transfer data fo transmt to the escrow firmspecified financia

i nstituttoangagRdon copmissies aRPaE3ERSWOtransacti on number, and then

transmts a refjyof |ﬁgﬂéﬂ§ﬁ|oaftoﬁﬂmgesctnw1ﬂé§aﬁme|tradshcmann|m
institution 17 z

S2206) . Furt her escrqQw transactio
appar at uSomB1gg BBCQ§P§IP6P§I lﬂﬂéiﬁﬁ %eﬁh%s? %?fb ¥OP% ? ?ﬁegﬂescrow
firmto yefeuhy byfumdctmbh&utmaandomothéléikbt(SGZOﬂhe escrow firm by
electronic mal oot Rl s (RN HPOPLRAYING G eLyE b Barh Obe

transfer reque [ the "ésctrow firmverifies the transfer content,
st anps hgsodanethensuppﬂﬂexodﬁéérmiaﬁé whethe&n@x nott 5ot RECEREr &RSf i rm

speci fiegdef{,RANCIgH 23St | tﬂ" Phel Ts 592080 - abbeptBaviny resehdpdthle t ot al
transfer request slip,” and the escrow firms eC|f|gg thaggkgkdlnstltutlon
17 34 supplier transmits a notice of accep nce
the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5 (S52203).
Here, if the supplier does not accept the refund for a long
time, then the process is cut off £from the escrow
transaction commission system 20, and transferred to
special management (S2204).
Then, upon having received the notice of the refund
acceptance, the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
produces general transfer data to transmit to the escrow
firm specified financial institution (S2205), specifies an
escrow transaction number, and then transmits a refund
instruction to the escrow firm specified financial
institution 17 (S2206).
Further, the escrow transaction commission apparatus
5 produces a total transfer request slip to allow the
escrow firm to verify refund content, and notifies it to
the escrow firm by electronic mail or the like (S2207).
Upon having received the total transfer request slip, the
escrow firm verifies the transfer content, stamps his name
on it if correct, and then sends it to the escrow firm
specified financial institution 17 (S2208).
Upon having received the total transfer request slip,
and the escrow firm specified financial institution 17
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refunds the escrow costs to the buyer-specified financial institution 10
(S2209). Then, the buyer-specified financial institution 10 having
received the refund of the escrow costs transmits a notice of refund
conpletion to the escrow transaction conmm ssion apparatus 5 and the buyer
(S2210). The buyer verifies the conpletion of the refund (S2211), and the
escrow transacti on on comm ssion process by the escrow transaction

commi ssi on apparatus 5 is finished. As described above, since the escrow

t r ansact ireflundsnmilesi @scs9@t epsksofta Hthenboderneapechfibeds finansdgdr to

specify iﬂs%é%ﬁgWoBiﬁ%‘&gaag9 nunber of financial institutions. Thus, the
buyer can imake an escCro fransaction request to a desired financi al

i nstitution suBhenas the Haversspecdfiedouhinargigheritel tWrirp ark® for

achi evi ng 4t hg PHACRSYRD tHP St SoOf thdCe86£6AWcbEBBS 2ebhemMieamal SSi on
apparatus 5 Tn the foregoing escrow transacti on conm ssion_s m can be

St
saved i nn@ti&or BENgTREBNGm CEPPLEF LR ngtd IMHuEHCTW, st CrR& from

the recogpgdmhd ssTR6H wr%paf@upé 0geSHidgth@peugeirons2¥10)he eTheobuyeansact i on
conmi ssi on appar at us

can be achi eved by execuji pro nd
control | VREIELRE CB]Prﬁut"é‘?“.‘anﬁtjt‘?ﬂ sO%tasE®t I‘Fee%ué"c%rggﬁéﬁl)mdi%ﬂrﬁ?ﬁc%udes a
devi ce cepakiow otramsacdiog tdwe propyrizssiore. processenbyy,the es@rew di sk
devi ce, an _optical di I r like. s IS from appended
cl ai s, E@ﬁ‘slaﬁ\(};: e 6’3’5"“51%\51%2’1 %5)pv%m|1%ﬁiur? t%hel%tsefg%\r%s%%l scope of the present
i nvention. | NBESTRESCrAPPH| CABPYeTY fbngesciiderastive, HFEOGFEHPY 0 t he

escrow %ﬂﬂﬁ%%?ﬂo‘ﬁn SAIErS ST 0P SYiRé C8hBbaiMEnBr 8REBLekNtAB! bAiyer Loce the
buyer can specitfy an“escrow firm from anong n

a upber of fhﬂgpcil
i nstitut FOeELEY ~ jan pRSFEME tBLTRr f BPAPTestr oRPEAsalli o c?tﬂﬁisasﬁ on for
t he escrawsfiitmtdess.ed bpnide buyer. bdyevhatcars chakeedans: escrw escr ow

transaction Conq?55|0n R (x¥olé1 eéf%éd financial institution such

transaction reques
as the bank of his account.

Furthermore, programs for achieving the processing
operations of the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
in the foregoing escrow transaction commission system can
be saved in a recording medium. By allowing a computer
system to read from the recording-medium, the processing
operations of the escrow transaction commission apparatus 5
can be achieved by executing the programs and controlling
the computer. In this case, the recording-medium includes
a device capable of recording the programs, e€.g., a memory,
a magnet disk device, an optical disk device or the like.

As'obvious from appended claims, such inventions are
also within the technical scope of the present invention.
INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, according to the escrow
transaction commission system of the present invention,
since the buyer can specify an escrow firm from among a
number of financial institutions, it is possible to perform
escrow transaction commission for the escrow firm desired

by the buyer.
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transactions are carried out between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods through a portal site using a conputer system
and an escrow transaction comm ssion of processing the transfer of goods
and paynment of costs generated by the transaction is executed by a server,
wherein said buyer specifies an escrow account for depositing escrow cost
generated by the transaction on said portal site, said server allows a
buyer specified financial institution specified by said buyer to send said
escrow whats ikko cdaiaed dw:bank hol di ng said escrow account when said
buyer enters an instruction for sending said escrow costs to said escrow
account, when the deposit of said escrow costs in said escrow account is
perfornmed, sai 8nseeserowedeiarsmctvmr i togatlisedonof mehkodecaipt whfichoney

from sai ¢ g3 %Q:‘Q’i%%]%ik and tng_%]rﬂ@n%@{ S %?@wggﬁi fhcathgp19ber etgﬁ,gpt of

noney to Sal supplier, a en said su I er having recelved
veri fi casupplyfing @sods a5¥d mpriyyere| f9er BuEsRg oliheapgedsqdbasugl &aid

buyer, saidaier Wit lWngaisl esshputEaANKsyotemy Sahd esar 0Wseashs
deposited in said escrow account into a sqaihlgé%s ecified financial

i nstit ut tEAPSFELLONe PARPISHIPTS B PEPCEDS r 6RAPPEREaOE §9°8Smi ssi on
appar at uanfdor pagaehnyti Ngfoutoktansgehepasedetveentiie supEnsactfiam sdspl yi ng
goods and a b r . for buying the goods through a portal site by a conputer
syst em Sﬁﬁcpgﬁ%eygbﬁtFﬁévﬁﬁ”escrOM/ transaction commission of processing
t he tranwheredin gosaisd abdyeamynepecdfiesst amgenesared bpcthentr afoacti on by

a Servey to%%ﬁ.@l%?"e%%vpmﬂ %ie%raat%de% QY AGGANYA ST o RGiEeans for

: dep: . .

al I owi ng SR to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow
costs 36Pgatadatsddepy Sﬁ’ré{ tSredVREC (1P Wen as Ay §FosPacifiied fdnadivdRlsendi ng
i nstruct iiRGtARFAS IOl shESLEVEET Y asBugebuyeReCtdi ekrfd Nngacdalesicidhi t Ut i on
specified b sa%d buyer to enqksglg gscrom/%Psts to_an escr%m/QFnk havi ng
sai d escF&ﬁ%s O an’ escrow ban olding sald escrow account when

sald buyer enters an instruction for sending said escrow

costs to sald escrow account,

when the deposit of said escrow costs 1in said escrow

account is performed, said server receives a verification

of the receipt of money from said escrow bank and then

transmits the verification of receilpt of money to said

supplier, and

when said supplier having received the verification of

receipt of money delivers escrow target goods to sald buyer,

sald server allows said escrow bank to pay said escrow cost

deposited in sald escrow account into a supplier specilfied

financial institution specified by said supplier.

2, An escrow transaction commission apparatus for
carrying out transactions between a supplier for supplying
goods and a buyer for buying the goods through a portal
site by a computer system, and for executing an escrow
transaction commission of processing the transfer of goods
and payment of costs generated by the transaction by a
server, the apparatus comprising:

an escrow account specifying means for allowing said buyer
to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow costs

36

e ——— e tam———t




account when said buyer enters an instruction for sending noney to said
escrow_ account specified by said escrow account specifying neans, a
receipt-verification transmtting nmeans for receiving a verification of
recei pt of noney from said escrow bank when said escrow costs instructed
to be sent by the noney sending instructing neans are deposited in said
escrow account, and then transmtting this verification of receipt of
noney to said suppller a delivery-verification receiving nmeans for
rece|V|ngeaerdébdvbyythermtaoaac¢d0hopnv§ﬁﬁﬂyPﬁgtﬁﬁeSaéphvery of escrow

target ggog. sal @8@3 ﬁ@'rﬁem%frmg{wsﬁngsal Bugeerow

target goods se on the wverification of recelgt of noney
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paynent - Lagir ESHBO'&sh&%%S @otstt's”&o”%%n%sfc@’fowt rb&&mrrhhkﬂm@ gai@apgetiow
I nstruction to said escrow bank to pay said escrom,hi?? EPdep05|ted in said
t

escrow aB€6gHRt ¥hens pptd ePuY§Ee@|nft|eE§ f4Th aheP L u¢ Forf88d8% i ed by

sai d suppbhefy wbensibe daidmnry-aciouhitcakpesifsedeceyveshinl telserdel ivery-
verification r 3.. A recording-nmedium for recording an escrow

t ransact PGROUG, %&ﬁ#ﬁ%yggﬁbpﬁﬁV¥Br carrying out transactions between a
suppl|erd%recnqnﬁ5Nemn@ﬁmnm16umtaanbmyEtihgrMQﬂnﬂmﬁQmergggégiﬂﬁrGUgh a
port al E%i%ic%ti%%”%‘ft ﬁbtteVHf Hoh e fyo “%s%'}o%ﬁ@da%\k typsact i on

COHﬂ]SSI rocessin ransfer S an aynment _ of costs
gener at egaiyl tnscrpunsgestén W%@#@t%rt@ Qet esen ebYecFﬂedi R um

conpri si agngdh Tgesmwraefe%at :ﬁ@&ﬁsflazlaélqrépwsqcteas {ar sdioviergreaid
buyer to Specl an escr ow account fOI’ OSItI es I’OW é‘é)sts q:er at ed

by t he tP&ﬁQé?éttl'oﬁndS?:h& srth,eﬁ d&55EF A buyer -
SpeCIfleéffmawayéﬁo|g&ﬂdtsﬁppn1é¢w0|f|ed by said buyer to send said

escrow cost ag{Lgvggyg%%?‘g\éligg@gogavfggefgigg e 2ppoupioufeimgaid buyer

enters aff i or'sen
delilvery verification for verifying the delivery of escrow

target goods from said buyer when said supplier delivers
sald escrow target goods to said buyer based on the
verification of receipt of money transmitted from the
verification of receipt transmitting means, and
payment-instruction transmitting means for transmitting a
payment instruction to said escrow bank to pay said escrow
costs deposited in said escrow account to a supplier-
specified financial institution specified by said supplier
when the delivery-verification is received by the delivery-
verification receiving means.

3. A recording-medium for recording an escrow
transaction commission program for carrying out
transactions between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods through a portal site by a
computer system, and for executing an escrow transaction
commission of processing the transfer of goods and payment
of costs generated by the transaction on said portal site,
the recording-medium comprising:

an escrow account specification process for allowing said
buyer to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow
costs generated by the transaction;
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noney to said escrow account specified by said escrow account
specifi,cation; a receipt-verification transm ssion process for receiving a
verification of receipt of noney fromsaid escrow bank when said escrow
costs instructed to be sent by the noney sending instruction are deposited
In said escrow account, and then transmtting this verification of receipt
to said supplier; a delivery-verification reception process for receiving
a delivery verification for verifying the delivery of escrow target goods
fromsai d bmpaeywsendiaigd singtrerticel | vnrs Basthrestingy tar gbtiygoeds to
sai d buygp 832601001060 ST AN BF SRCS Mod rApSmbidetubartls
receipt- ritication transm'ssion; and a-payfent- truction transm ssion
process Bendt saddnescicay caspaytenani ascravt benkt baving €3déAoRSBAEAR to pay

sai d .esﬁﬁeﬂhﬁ?swgﬁkﬂgﬁi&eﬁu.QrSQth§§C%HN£ﬁ§¥EﬁEt£6hafor sending
supplier-specifie | nancl a nstitution specified by said  supplier when
the del i mepgYvekof i%akd ofsorawecergeynthr sRRRLLLaR Y i &l vEPFFP¥ati on
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supplier delivers escrow target goods to sald buyer 38 and when sai d buyer
enters aSYEPiL¥ELy-verification for verifying delivery of said escrow
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A SUppIigglaggg§n%e£¥¥£%é¥¥yﬂi Jrf&grf¥¥{ﬁgr%hguaelivery of escrow
target goods from said buyer when said supplier delivers
sald escrow target goods to said buyer based on the
verification of receipt transmitted in the receipt-
verification transmission; and
a payment-instruction transmission process for transmitting
a payment instruction to said escrow bank to pay said
escrow costs deposited in said escrow account to a
supplier-specified financial institution specified by said
supplier when the delivery-verification is received through
the delivery-verification reception.
4. A buyer terminal of a buyer for buying goods by
carrying out transactions with a supplier for supplying
goods, and for executing an escrow transaction through a
server using a computer system,
wherein said buyer is prompted to specify an escrow account
for depositing escrow costs generated by the transaction
with said supplier, and the specified escrow account is
transmitted to the server,
said buyer is prompted to enter an instruction for sending
sald escrow costs to said escrow account, and the entered
money sending instruction is transmitted to the server,
said supplier delivers escrow target goods to saild buyer
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transactions with a buyer to sell goods, and for executing an escrow
transaction through a server by a conputer system wherein when escrow
costs generated by the transaction with said buyer are received in an
escrow account for depositing said escrow costs, a verification of receipt
of nmoney transmtted froman escrow bank having said escrow account is
recei ved through the server and, when said escrow costs are sent to a
supplier-specified financial institution specified by said supplier, a
noti ce ahdpawmemt sezinb| duiyerw i sntersi ved deldmesat-oeifdidaddonspEers i ed
financi al 93t hyl | Q1 1Gexh CBE OWalBANSAELLAN ¢ARTEIS! 9BOHBLNOEN1EN Whi ch
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gener at egnbysthewt taassakctaon Rereagh saisdrbeyebyaadcempdterpslyseem,t he
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buyer to¥2&hE1Baid escrow costs to said escrow account when said buyer
ent er s awhenstgsmtdwncdstss getienpted doesthew tmostas ttimns aviites sedd
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of payment completion is received from sald supplier-
specified financial institution.

6. A escrow transaction commission method, in which
transactions are carried out Dbetween a supplier for
supplying goods and a buyer for buying the goods, and an
escrow transaction commission of processing the transfer of
goods and payment of costs generated by the transaction is
executed through a server using a computer system,

wherein said buyer specifies an escrow account for
depositing escrow costs generated by the transaction
between said buyer and said supplier, the server allows a
buyer-specified financial institution specified by said
buyer to send said escrow costs to said escrow account when
sald buyer enters an instruction for sending said escrow
costs to sald escrow account,

when the deposit of sald escrow costs to said escrow
account is performed, the server receives a verification of
receipt of money from an escrow firm specified financial
institution having said escrow account and then transmits
the verificatlion of receipt of money to said supplier, and
when said supplier having received the verification of
recelpt of money delivers escrow target goods to said buyer,

39




carrying out transactions between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods, for executing an escrow transacti on conm ssion
of processing the transfer of goods and paynment of costs generated by the
transaction by a conputer system the apparatus conprising: an escrow
account specifying neans for allow ng said buyer to specify an escrow
account for depositing escrow cost generated by the transaction between
sai d buyer and said supplier, a noney-sending instructing nmeans for

i nstruct ithe asbtyer «YEotd i edild nasciralv | fiktmt WpemlfKipsti filadnipiadai d
buyer to,_s I d escrow_cost sai cr coynt e i huyer
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the del i weippaivsr,ification is received by the delivery-verification
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specified financial institution specified by said buyer to
send sald escrow cost to said escrow account when said
buyer enters an instruction for sending money to said
escrow account specified by said escrow account specifying
means; _

a receipt-verification transmitting means for receiving a
verification of receipt of money from an escrow firm
specified financial institution having said escrow account
bank when said escrow cost instructed to be sent by the
money sending instructing means are deposited in saild
escrow account, and then transmitting this verification of
receipt to sald supplier;

a delivery-verification receiving means for receiving
delivery verification for verifying the delivery of escrow
target goods from said buyer when sald supplier delivers
said escrow target goods to sald buyer based on the
verification of receipt of money transmitted by the
verification of receipt transmitting means, and
payment-instruction transmitting means for transmitting a
payment instruction to sald escrow firm specified financial
institution to pay said escrow costs deposited in saild
escrow account to a supplier-specified financial
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according to claim?7, wherein when said escrow costs exceed an upper limt
of the deposits of said escrow firmfor carrying out escrow business using
sai d.escrow account, said escrow costs are deposited in a plurality of
escrow forms. 9. Said escrow account specifying nmeans according to any

one of clainms 7 and 8, wherein when said escrow costs exceed an upper
limt of the deposits of said escrow firm for carrying out escrow business
usi ng said escrow account, a deposit transfer of said escrow costs is nade
to an esasedwthitionhadew fHedigper shidi tsuppldegosihereqthe dedANegler t han
sal d esClow e9abe1ohl 13 L EOHOU | TAPSAEhLON dRTTE2Y- 9RrARERER LS Of
clains 7758, or 9 f'ur ther conpri si ng distribution State supplying neans
for recerecagvdngt mepaosi.on state information regarding a distribution

state frgma Shhl i DWdcd OMDaind At i 11 Bhnis58hd Coppavatasget
goods, and supplying the distribution state information to, said buyer and

sai d suppFreFding tR cdedmdingWhededs FOeT S8d urig el EOEEWEXCrE sact i on

Comﬂl ssign Ay lamémritgaéfyitfm %pqéiﬁﬂﬁ@&t imdsca be@‘ge?m af snpplioar f or
suppl yi ng goods and a buyer r _buying t 00 and £ or i,ng an
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paynent ehidosscigenecased layet hiegosisatt innaugpIuralitonmplit @scpst em t he
recording-n%diun1conprising; an escrow account specification process for

al | owi ng 5'g - buyer to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow
costs geRer at eBabg elerowanssornsn sPeCIEFingaing apgy 8ccFdingait® &¥plier; a
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i nstitution specified by said buyer to 41 send said eiérOM/cost% to said
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a deposit transfer of saild escrow costs 1s made to an
escrow firm having an upper limit of deposit equal
to/higher than sald escrow costs.
10. Sald escrow transaction commission apparatus of
claims 7, 8, or 9, further comprising a distribution state
supplying means for receliving distribution state
information regarding a distribution state from a
distribution company for distributing said escrow target

' goods, and supplying the distribution state information to

sald buyer and saild supplier.
11. A recording-medium for recording an escrow
transaction commission program for . carrying out
transactions between a supplier for supplying goods and a
buyer for buying the goods, and for executing an escrow
transaction commission of processing the transfer of goods
and payment of costs generated by the transaction using a
computer system, the recording-medium comprising;
an escrow account specification process for allowing said
buyer to specify an escrow account for depositing escrow
costs generated by the transaction between said buyer and
said supplier;
a money-sending instruction for instructing a buyer-
specified financial institution specified by saild buyer to
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a receipt-verification of transm ssion process for receiving a
verification of receipt of nmoney froman escrow firmspecified financial

i nstistuti on having said escrow account when said escrow cost instructed to
be *'sent by the noney sending instruction are deposited in said escrow
account, and then transmitting this verification of receipt of noney to
said supplier; a delivery-verification reception process for receiving a
delivery verification for verifying the delivery of escrow target goods
from sai dehdy esaihenssabd suppts etodalaider esczawd assouay telreet sgddds to
sai d buygr Based, op, Lhe,n v rﬂ%fﬁ?&ﬂ:&ﬁl Ok eCELRRI NG ROy  ANSBaliged by
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said escrow target goods to saild buyer based on the
verification of receipt of money transmitted by the
verification of receipt transmission process; and
a payment-instruction transmission process for transmitting
a payment instruction to sald escrow firm specified
financial institution to pay sald escrow costs deposlted in
said escrow account to a supplier-specified <£financial
institution specified by said supplier when the delivery-
verification is received by the delivery-verification
reception.

12. A buyer terminal of a buyer for buying goods by
carrying out transactions with a supplier for supplying
goods, and for executing an escrow transaction through a
server using a computer system, wherein

said buyer is prompted to specify an escrow account for
depositing escrow costs generated by the transaction with
sald supplier, the specified escrow account is transmitted
to the server,

said buyer is prompted to enter an instruction for sending
sald escrow costs to said escrow account, the entered money
sending instruction is transmitted to the server,

sald escrow costs are deposited in saild escrow account, a
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said supplier delivers escrow target goods to said buyer and when said
buyer verifies that preset acceptance inspection conditions have been net
for said escrow target goods, and enters delivery-verification, this

del'i very- verification is transmtted to the server. 13. A supplier
termnal of a supplier for carrying out transactions with a buyer to sel
goods, and for executing an escrow transaction through a server using a
conputer system wherein when escrow costs generated by the transaction
wi th sai lothogebfareceapeti vedsahdassesowowoatsoare recedgpdsithirnggbai d

escrow cpsts, a. receipt lce tra ] r [ cified
financi a?ﬁﬁn S0 |'on£h8P)§|&ﬁ% sozfl’ ﬁé@é%&gc%cgguﬁ{}aﬁgﬁiﬂéie%gl Eirqgugh t he
server, sesWeppwhgni satidubuiyen aocepiisdtbecnowicear gt theogecedptt plnsnitt ed
to a dishphgytion conpany for distributing said escrow target goods when
sai d supplier “enters an acceptance of receipt notice and; when said escrow
costs ar8as@ntsunpldefuppelivespeescrey H3reski dPOAfstha u$3bh BPEEIfied by

sai d supghher whanotdia Afupay "epdr LOIPS et tRati Spresetvedcteptanaed

SUpplIerlnggggkgbgdgngT¥¥&%sIﬂgﬂétégééﬂhe€3for sald escrow target
goods, and enters delivery-verification, this delivery-
verification 1s transmitted to the server.
13. A supplier terminal of a supplier for carrying out
transactions with a buyer to sell goods, and for executing
an escrow transaction through a server using a computer
system, wherein
when escrow costs generated by the transaction with said
buyer are received in an escrow account for depositing said
escrow costs, a receipt notice transmitted from an escrow
firm specified financial institution holding said escrow
account is received through the server, '
a shipping instruction for said escrow target goods is
transmitted to a distribution company for distributing said
escrow target goods when sald supplier enters an acceptance
of receipt notice and;
when sald escrow costs are sent to a supplier-specified
financial institution specified by sald supplier, a notice
of payment completion is received from said supplier-
speclified financial institution.
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