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A tinme period which is expended since a request for the authentication of
the validity of a public key certificate till the authentication Ofﬁeﬁ‘;
validity, is shortened. A .certificate val i dity authentication cen Q?C
periodically searches for and verifies paths which extend froma bridge
certification authority CAlerr] to individual termnal admtting
certification authorities CA, and it registers the paths whose .
verifications have held good, in a.path database in association with the
respective termnal admtting certification authorities CA Besides, in a
case where the request for the authentication of the validity of a
certificate has been nmade by an end enABSTIKACTwhet her or not a path
associated Wth the terminal admtting certification authority CA which
admts the end entiAy,tiawed pentad h velsichciiat edpendedt bindeerar regjuestinfor i tig
certification authority CA which has issued the certificate being a subject
for the requesuthardicadipmnt of ethe nvalidityatof dat puddic ikey hekifitatantilt hthe
subject certificate is judged valid only when both the paths are

regi stered. authentication of the validity, is shortened. A certificate wvalidity
5 authentication center VC periodically searches for and verifies paths
which extend from a bridge certification aufhority CAubzidge to individual
terminal admitting certification authorities CA, and it registers the paths
whose verifications have held good, in a path database in association with
the respective terminal admitting certification authorities CA. Besides,

10 in a case where the request for the authentication of the validity of a
certificate has been made by an end entity EE, whether or not a path
associated with the terminal admitting certification authority CA which
admits the end entity, and a path associated with the terminal acimitting
certification authority CA which has issued the certificate being a subject
15 for the request ate registered in the path daiabase is checked, and the
subjéct certificate is judged valid only when both the paths are registered.,
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