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(54) Title: ESTER SYNTHESIS

o (57) Abstract: Process for making lower aliphatic ester, especially ethyl acetate, by reacting a lower olefin with a saturated lower
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aliphatic mono-carboxylic acid in the vapor phase using a heteropolyacid catalyst, wherein the reaction pressure is 11 to 20 barg
(1100 to 2000 KPa), more preferably 12 to 15 barg (1200 to 1500 KPa). The reaction temperature is 140 to 250°C, more preferably

160 to 195°C. The process reduces the level of by-products, for example methyl ethyl ketone and/or acetaldehyde.



