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(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a method and server for searching for nearby users in a social network, the method comprising: after re­
ceiving the position information and a user identifier reported by the client-side of any user X, determining a grid Y where the re -
ceived position information is located, and storing the user identifier and the latest position information of user X only in the list cor­
responding to grid Y, grid Y being any one grid in a series of grid arrays with an equal area pre-plotted on the earth surface; search -
ing for the users in grid Y and the other grids forming an N-grid structure together with grid Y and taking grid Y as center; sequen -
cing the searched users in the sequence from proximal to distal according to distances to user X, and returning to the client-side of 
user X the user identifiers of the sequenced users and the distances to user X; the reporting time can be further considered as another 
factor in the sequencing process. The method and device of the present invention improve the accuracy of search result. 

a, 



WO 2013/071773 A11 lllll llllllll II llllll III lllll lllll III III III lllll lllll lllll lllll lllll llll lllllll llll llll llll 
[CN/CN]; ^ Sr^KltEB g 
SHI 2 4 Guangdong 518044 (CN) = 

(74) tfMA: (DEQI 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW CORPORA­
TION); 1 
JJt 7 M, Beijing 100083 (CN) = 

(81) 
U P ): AE, AG, AL, AM, AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, 
BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, 
CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, 
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, 
JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP, KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, 
LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG, MK, MN, MW, 
MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PE, PG, PH, 
PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, 

SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, 
US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW = 

(84) 
®f/'): ARIPO (BW, GH, GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, 
NA, RW, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), HfclE (AM, 
AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU, TJ, TM), (AL, AT, BE, BG, 
CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, 
IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, 
RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, 
CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, 
TG)o 

- 21 ^3»= 


