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AN EQUAL AREA, AND SETTING A LIST FOR EACH GRID RESPECTIVELY

22 AFTER RECEIVING THE POSITION INFORMATION AND A USER IDENTIFIER
REPORTED BY THE CLIENT-SIDE OF ANY USER X DETERMINING A GRID Y
WHERE THE RECEIVED POSITION INFORMATION IS LOCATED, AND STORING
THE USER IDENTIFIER AND THE LATEST POSITION INFORMATION OF USER X
ONLY IN THE LIST GORRESPONDING TO GRID Y

23 SEARCHING FOR THE USERS IN GRID Y AND THE OTHER GRIDS FORMING
AN N-GRID STRUCTURE TOGETHER WITH GRID Y AND TAKING GRID Y AS
GENTER. N=N*N, WHEREIN N IS AN ODD NUMBER GREATER THAN OR

24 SEQUENCING THE SEARCHED USERS IN SEQUENCE FROM PROXIMAL TO
DISTAL ACCORDING TG DISTANCES TO USER X, AND RETURNING TO THE
CLIENT-SIDE OF USER X THE USER IDENTIFIERS OF THE SEQUENCED
USERS AND THE DISTANCES TO USER X

(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a method and server for searching for nearby users in a social network, the method comprising: after re-
ceiving the position information and a user identifier reported by the client-side of any user X, determining a grid Y where the re -
ceived position information is located, and storing the user identifier and the latest position information of user X only in the list cor-
responding to grid Y, grid Y being any one grid in a series of grid arrays with an equal area pre-plotted on the earth surface; search -
ing for the users in grid Y and the other grids forming an N-grid structure together with grid Y and taking grid Y as center; sequen -
cing the searched users in the sequence from proximal to distal according to distances to user X, and returning to the client-side of
user X the user identifiers of the sequenced users and the distances to user X; the reporting time can be further considered as another
factor in the sequencing process. The method and device of the present invention improve the accuracy of search result.
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