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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

 

1. A method for transmitting information in a wireless network, comprising: 

 causing request of information from one or more portable devices associated 

with the wireless network to be issued;  5 

 receiving the information from the one or more portable devices substantially 

in response to the request;  

 assigning a sensing task to at least one of the one or more portable devices 

based at least in part on the received information;  

 receiving data associated with the sensing task from the at least one of the one 10 

or more portable devices; and  

 transmitting the data associated with the sensing task to at least one of the 

portable devices.  

 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein said information comprises context 15 

information relating to one or more network parameters of a cellular network.  

 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein said information comprises context 

information relating to one or more load levels of a wireless LAN (WLAN) network.  

 20 

4. The method of Claim 1, wherein said transmitting is only performed if said at 

least one of the portable devices comprises a registered user.  

 

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein the transmitting further comprises 

transmitting at least a portion of the received information along with the data 25 

associated with the sensing task.  

 

6. The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least a portion of the received 

information and the data associated with the sensing task are transmitted in a 

substantially common data structure.  30 
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7. The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least a portion of the received 

information and the data associated with the sensing task are transmitted in one or 

more data structures having a toggled preamble.  

 

8. The method of Claim 1, further comprising detecting one or more portable 5 

devices in a coverage area.  

 

9. The method of Claim 1, wherein the one or more portable devices from which 

the data associated with the sensing task is received comprise the at least one portable 

device.  10 

 

10. The method of Claim 1, wherein the received information is related to at least 

one of: (i) Packet Error Rate (PER), (ii) link quality, (iii) quality of service (QoS), 

and/or (iv) jitter/packet loss rate or fraction.  

 15 

11. The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one of the portable devices with 

which data associated with the sensing task is transmitted comprises a plurality of 

portable devices, the plurality of portable devices comprising a geographically 

grouped subset of users. 


