
A method and apparatus for implementing a noise generator in an integrated
circuit read channel to optimize the performance of the signal channel. In
the preferred embodiment resistors are used to generate noise. The noise
source is buffered and the noise signal passes through a pre- amplifier
stage. A differential current digital-to-analog converter controlled
multiplier cell controls the amplitude of the noise signal. A switch
connects the noise signal to a differential current output buffer, which is
coupled to a signal channel.    


