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(57) Abstract: Hydroxyaromatic compounds such as phenol are carbonylated with oxygen and carbon monoxide in the presence of
a catalyst system comprising a Group VIII metal having an atomic number of at least 44, preferably palladium; an alkali metal or
alkaline earth metal halide, preferably sodium bromide; at least one carboxylic acid amide such as N-methylpyrrolidone or dimethy-
lacetamide; and a cocatalyst which is a compound of one or metals including copper, titanium, zinc, lead, cerium and manganese.
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