1 Virtual Exhibition System Technical Field The present invention relates
to a systemfor transmtting Web pages for 5 a virtual exhibition space

froma Wb server to a user term nal such as a personal conp d
‘to the Internet, and for displaying the Wb pages on said pgm@mm‘mmummmf
computer. This display screen enables users to collect specific,pygduct

i nformation with ease. 10 Background Arfl The followng is a description of

t he conventional nethod for by which a consuner collects data concerning
specific products. The specific product in this exanple is studless tires.

When col l ecting data regarding the features and prices of stummmﬂm“m“mﬁﬁ\“\
of various brands and variousv#'tugg }ﬁf,riﬁplﬁr st@nuser of the
met hod begins by | ooking for "exhibitions held exclusively on studidk®ses
tires. Ordinarily, however, there are no exhibitions held only on studl ess
tires. Hence, the user of the conventional systemnust then attend

| ar ge- scal e__ exhi bi tions, such as notor shows. However, in this case, the
user nust 2echbricaldield| e duri ng the limted tinme period of the exhibition

and noreover nust wal k around a | arge convention center, browsing the
di spl ay booThe preseaicinventipamglates temnsysteml for transmiding dab peges fearch for

the ho pages_of, compani es on the | rnet. I.n this case, the,user inputs
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pages on said personal computer. This display screen enables users to

! collect specific product information with ease.

10 Background Art

The following is a description of the conventional method for by which a
consumer collects data concerming specific products. The specific
product in this example is studless tires. When collecting data regarding
the features and prices of studless tires of various brands and various

15 manufacturers, a user of the conventional method begins by looking for
exhibitions held exclusively on studless tires. Ordinarily, however, there
are no exhibitions held only on studless tires.

Hence, the user of the conventional system must then attend large-scale
exhibitions, such as motor shows. However, in this case, the user must
20  be available during the limited time period of the exhibition and
moreover must walk around a large convention center, browsing the

display booths of each company.

Alternatively, an individual can search for the home pages of companies
on the Internet. In this case, the user inputs keywords such as “studless
25 tire” or the manufacturer’s name and selects from among various
addresses found in the search, Next, the user displays the Website of, for
example, Company A and follows links on that Website to various pages



exanpl e, Conpany A and follows links on that Wbsite to various pages for
studl ess tires. The user can downl oad and save the necessary product data.
Next, the user nust view the Wbsite of Conpany B and repeat the sane
-operations perfornmed for Conpany A 5 The user nust repeat this procedure
for each conpany and edit the data format for each conpany in order to
conpare data. Wen necessary, the wuser?nust order material, such as

catal ogs of nerchandise, to be sent by mail. In view of the foregoing, it
is an object of the present invention to 10 provide a systemthat is (1)

able to transmt Wb pa for a virgual, exhihition;fro r to a
user's per %ﬁzﬂm@]@ﬁ%&k@gefh%ﬂls% Cal&ér%’é@?@a EE@ %Wgnﬁhﬁt%e?ﬁg@%\%@ﬁ{lé{;i d Wb
pages to be ,ﬁ%spl ayed on said personal conputer, and (2) able to easily
col | ect pro%‘ t information through sinple operations perforned by the
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exhi bition system which is" (1) capable of transmtting a V‘g{ok%arggjfor a 25
virtual exhissrtingat ordgn @avwmalséklvlérasmt@louggé}'@eféﬁm , 0 %

per sonal colrFrlﬁglter, that is connected to the Internet, and (2) capabl e of

di spl ayi ng ‘Wb page on the user's termnal, enabling the user to

In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the present invention to

10 provide a system that is (1) able to transmit Web pages for a virtual
exhibition from a Web server to a user’s personal computer that is
connected to the Internet, with said Web pages to be displayed on said
personal computer, and (2) able to easily collect product information
through simple operations performed by the user. Here the user accesses

15 the display on the user’s personal computer and uses a database in which
product information is presorted according to business type and further
sorted by specific products for each company, enabling the user to take

part in a virtua] exhibition held exclusively for a single specific product,

) ) such as studless tires, and thereby to compare the products of various

20 company.

Disclosure of the Invention

These objects will be attained by the present invention’s virtual
exhibition system, which is (1) capable of transmitting a Web page for a
25  virtual exhibition from a Web server to a user’s terminal, such as a
personal computer, that is connected to the Internet, and (2) capable of
displaying the Web page on the user’s terminal, enabling the user to
collect product information from the displayed Web page. The system



col l ect product information fromthe displayed Wb page. The system
conprises (1) a virtu al- exhibition database that is provided with a
folder for each of a plurality of categories denoting types of businesses,
-and that is used to classify conpani es' exhibited product data that is
entered in a virtual exhibition, and that stores files with thematic names
of the 5 virtual exhibitions that denote a category of products or their
technol ogies and that identify product types that further classify the

exhi bited product data in each category; (2) a product-information

dat abase for storing a | arge vol une of product data, such as V|deos and
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hi ghl'y 1gonfégeibitiad means for (a) reading data from the virtual-exhibition
database, (b) displaying a screen corresponding to a user’s selection
when the user selects, on the user’s terminal, either one of the categories
or one of the thematic names of the virtual exhibitions from the Web
page, (c) for displaying booths in a virtual exhibition comprising
15 companies that entered products under the thematic name selected by the
user, and (d) displaying exhibit data edited in a uniforin format for a
company selected by the user; and (4) product-information displaying
means for reading data from the product-information database and for
displaying a screen of product information, including video and images,
20 when the user requests more-detailed information for a product after

selecting a booth in the virtual exhibition.

Further, the virtual exhibition system recited in Claim 1 further
comprises a virtual-negotiation-room means for enabling a user and a
company participating in the exhibition to conduct a highly confidential

25 discussion over an Internet communication line about a product
exhibited by the company when the user “visits™ (i.e., selects) the
company’s booth in the virtual exhibition and selects “Negotiation
Room” from the screen displayed on the user’s terminal,

Further, the virtual-negotiation-room means transmits a negotiation



25 di scussion over an Internet communication |ine about a product

exhibited by the conpany when the user "visits" (i.e., selects) the
conpany's booth in the virtual exhibition and selects "Negotiation Roonf
-fromthe screen displayed on the user's termnal, Further, the

virtual - negotiati on-room nmeans transnmts a negotiation 4 request to a
representative of the conpany via the Wb page when the user selects
"Negotiation Room " allows negotiations to conmence between the user and
the representative after the representative sends to the user a
conversation application that includes a built-in encryption key 5 and | ogs
into a privagaestotoy arepresentidive pdcibeatomppnyses tHatWebnpagd mehevatie t he

user receives the1 reply.fromthe reprege i(?tive and also logs into the
pri vat e- corHpEF s$E Fetf Vé{ﬁ&%baél@c é‘h&mﬁ)r eél W8 aR @SRRI ANSTE0 LSPTNETHE
conversat i ieation, | Qi | a user
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10 and automatically deletes all data related to the conversation application
from the system after receiving a signal indicating the conversation has

ended.

Further, the user can participate in a workshop, an open forum, or the
like via a Web page that is displayed after the user first selects
15 “Participate in a Convention” in the initial Web page displayed on the
user’s terminal and then selects either “Virtual Seminar” or “Virtual

Forum.”

Further, the user can participate via a Web page in a virtual hall
] involving a drawing or sales promotion by first selecting “Event Halls”
20 in the initial Web page displayed on the user’s terminal and then

selecting a hall.

Brief Description of the Drawings
In the drawings:

25 Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the virtual exhibition system of the

present invention;

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the virtual exhibition system of the
present invention;



Brief Description of the Drawings |In the drawings: 25 Fig. 1 is a block
di agram showi ng the virtual exhibition systemof the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showi ng the virtual exhibition system of the
‘present invention; 5 Fig. 3 is a screen imge of the home page for virtual
exhibitions; Fig. 4 is a screen imge of a Wb page listing categories for
virtual exhibitions; Fig. 5is a screeg i mage of a Wb page listing
specific products and 5 technologies for virtual exhibitions; Fig. 6 is a
screen i mge of a Wb page showi ng virtual booths for specific products
and technologies in a virtual exhibition; and Fig. 7 is_a _screen inmage
showi ng a pFigat & 2 snxeensimagmofiie bage pagsdforagrnal exhibdlionsgot i ati on
room 10 Best Mdde for Carrying Qut the Invention Figs. | and 2 show a
virtual exhFigtion sysireen desotediofich tWebd pagd distiag categorieseior wituahe
present invention. Here, nuneral 1 is a virtual exhibition device; nuneral
2 is the | nexhipetionsind numeral 3 is a user 15 terninal, such as a persona
conputer. In Fig. 1, Wb servers A, B, C ..., Yand client termnals al
a2, ... y3,Fighbcls aesorecmamdre ofer Webnpage disBngaspeccharmpodedtst and he

virtual _exhi Ei tion device 1 vi%bhe | nternet 2. Further, the virtual
exhi bi ti%n neodogies 6 YHRe2leXBIdASer 10, a 20 virtual exhibition
server 11, a product-information-djsplay server 12, . '

Fig. 6 1s a screen 1mage of a Web page showing virtual booths for

specific products and technologies in a virtual exhibition; and

Fig. 7 is a screen image showing a private-conversation Web page used

as a virtual negotiation room.
10
Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

Figs. 1 and 2 show a virtual exhibition system according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. Here, numeral 1 is a wirtual
exhibition device; numeral 2 is the Internet; and numeral 3 1s a user

15 terminal, such as a personal computer.

In Fig. 1, Web servers A, B, C, ..., Y and client terminals al, a2, ... y3,
which serve as the user terminals 3, are comnected to the virtual

exhibition device 1 via the Internet 2.

Further, the virtual exhibition device 1 includes a Web server 10, a
20  wvirtual exhibition server 11, a product-information-display server 12, a
virtual-negotiating-room server 13, a database storage manager 14, a
virtual-exhibition database 14a, a product-information database 14b, an
Internet-communication-line connecting terminal 15, and a control

terminal 16.

25 The Web server 10 controls the reception of data from users and the
transmission of data to users. That is, data received from users Is
transferred via the Internet 2 to the wvirtual exhibition server 11, the



virtual - negoti ati ng-room server 13, a database storage manager 14, a
virtual -exhi bition database 14a, a product-information database 14b, an

| nt er net - comruni cation-line connecting termnal 15, and a control term nal
-16, 25 The Web server 10 controls the reception of data fromusers and the
transm ssion of data to users. That is, data received fromusers is
transferred via the Internet 2 to the vértual exhibition server 11, the 6
product-i nformati on-di splay server 12, and the virtual - negotiating-room
server 13; and data read fromthe virtual exhibition server
product -i nformation-di splay server 1.2, and virtual - otlatln -room
server 13 iprodumtshéomeation-displey serset hg, Bﬁdéhﬁe‘(lﬁ@a '@e’EﬁBaHB A085

t 14 trols th | - gxhi bi t dth

o1 oduGL - ni A | 07 ARADAGE: 16881 cHE | MipaaTbal | pRbRI0 B seadt, AT
dat ab t 4-48 t h L trol
Cignal st FOR B P Beplay iR i, ML Y AT egbdallge Roment 1O

product - i nf urwet ilBnisdiapiferredeo wsersidia the INeernet 2he st eps of the searchr ng
operation performed by this virtual exhibition system between the user

term nals g ddisb¥de ét@?égeemmlabér Q4 cdiﬂifﬁl@@hé letuzil eb&uﬁft&m daedasdhe user

operates a browser on clieht term nal al , whi s a %grso al

computer 3 Ba san:dmthm moghrct-lnfémmazxon odatgbases 1t4ljﬁ7e @ndt ttarpgstesx Ah®i t i on
device 1 fr

m V, erver_A v e t he
user connec‘g%t 85? vtilhtet ﬂ%ﬁabé%ls qr[alggnrn&ggg%etlﬁ Oég&i"e#] }‘15212 t%gh%g%ge 30
(home page) t f bl 3.
From t he %%é&ﬂkﬁgoﬂy\%brlﬁ%bl}s @%ﬁﬂ%gﬂéﬁs@gﬁ%g}%% é%%lg\é#ﬁ%seggsg@rl i bed
bel ow. server 11 and the product-information-display server 12.

10 Next, the steps of the searching operation performed by this virtual
exhibition system between the user terminal 3 and the virtual exhibition
device 1 wil] be described.

The user operates a Web browser on a client terminal al, which is a
personal computer 3 as shown in Figs. 1 avd 2, to access the virtual
15  exhibition device 1 from the provider’s Web server A via the Internet 2.
When the user connects to the virtual exhibition device 1, an initial Web
page 30 (home page) is displayed on the display monitor of the user
terminal 3. From the Web page 30, various Web pages can be selected,

as described below.

20 Fig. 3 shows menu items 302-30f in the Web page 30 of the preferred
embodiment. If the user wishes to view information about virtual
exhibitions, the user can select an About Virtual Exhibitions button 30¢
to display (1) a Web page that explains the virtual exhibition site, (2) 2
schedule that indicates when virtual exhibitions will be held, (3) an

25  introduction to the functions of said exhibitions, (4) news, (5) a reception
desk for applying to hold an exhibition, and (6) other similar content.

Users who are alrcady familiar with using the virtual exhibition site can
select a Virtual Exhibition Category button 30a. The Web server 10 in



20 Fig. 3 shows nenu itens 30a-30f in the Wb page 30 of the preferred
enbodinent. If the user wishes to view information about virtual

exhi bitions, the user can select an About Virtual Exhibitions button 30c
‘to display (1) a Wb page that explains the virtual exhibition site, (2) a
schedul e that indicates when virtual exhibitions will be held, (3) an 25
I ntroduction to the functions of said exhibitions, (4) news, (5) a
reception desk for applying to hold an exhibition, and (6) other simlar
content. Users who are already famliar with using the virtual exhibition
site can select a Virtual K Exhibition Category button 30a. The Wb server
10 in 7 thehei Mmuanl exliibittaroesacs ck recewesi sesigaaki kprathis oselepiien,

sel ection,
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car e/ nedi ci ne y/te 0gy 40z. The user selects an item
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sundries 40b, gardening/pets 40c¢, childcare/education 40d, food 40e, fine
arts/performing arts 40f, automobiles/motorcycles 40g, sports/leisure
40h, appliances 401, travel/transport 40j, fashion 40k, health/welfare 401,
computers 40m, environment/recycling 40n, broadcasting/media 40x,

15 medical care/medicine 40y, and machinery/technology 40z.

The user selects an item from the screen image 40. The Web server 10
receives a signal for this item, transfers the signal to the virtual
exhibition server 11, and connects with the database storage manager 14
in order to display the Web page corresponding to the selection (virtual
20 exhibiting means). Fig. 5 shows a Web page 50 that is displayed as a

result.

Fig. 5 shows the Web page displayed when the category “Computers” is

selected. Hence, by selecting a single category from among the various

types of businesses, a group of virtual exhibition themes that fall within
25  this category are displayed on the Web page 50.

In this case, at least the following themes 50a—50) are displayed as menu
items in the Web page 50. The themes include a state-of-the-art
mobile-computers exhibit 50a, a streaming-technology exhibit 30b, a

USB-equipment exhibit 50¢, a motherboards exposition 50d," a



exhi bition server 11, and connects wth the database storage manager 14 in
order to display the Web page corresponding to the selection (virtual 20
exhibiting means). Fig. 5 shows a Wb page 50 that is displayed as a
result. Fig. 5 shows the Web page di spl ayed when the category "Conputers”
Is selected. Hence, by selecting a single category from anong the various
types of businesses, a group of virtual gexhibition thenmes that fall within
25 this category are displayed on the Wb page 50. In this case, at |east
the foll ow ng thenes 50a-50) are displayed as nenu itens in the Wb page
50. The themes include a state-of-the-art nobile-conputers exhibit 50a, a
st ream ng- tiﬂﬂhlﬂiﬁb'o@rdMﬁ&Odt\&m @dllbﬁB—é@p;l [:Hmnmtematmma]-&ﬂcry}:&lon
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exhibiting means). Fig. 6 shows a Web page 60 dxsplayed at this time.

10 As shown in Fig. 6, the Web page 60 displays virtual booths for specific
products and technologies within the scope of the selected category. The
example shown in Fig. 6 1s displayed when the user selects the category
“Computers” and the wirtual exhibition theme “State-of-the-Art
Mobile-Computers Exhibit,”

15 A group of booths in the virtual exhibition are displayed on the screen.
In this example, virtual booths 60a—60n are displayed for companies
participating in the exhibition.

By selecting one of the participating companies 60a-60n, the user can
“visit” (i.e., select) the booth for that company so as to view a display of
20 the company’s specific products and to collect exhibit data. Because
exhibit data Is provided by each participating company and is edited in a
uniform format, the user can easily compare and study data for various

companies.

The virtual-exhibition database 14a 1s configured with files for each
25  virtual-exhibition theme that is stored in a tolder for each category name.
Hence, the database 1s configured in a hierarchical structure that
facilitates browsing. If the user wishes to collect more-detailed

information about a specific product, the user opens a booth for a single



15 A group of booths in the virtual exhibition are displayed on the screen.
In this exanple, virtual booths 60a-60n are displayed for conpanies
participating in the exhibition. By selecting one of the participating
-conpani es 60a-60n, the user can "visit" (i.e., select) the booth for that
conpany so as to view a display of 20 the conpany's specific products and
to collect exhibit data. Because exhibi® data is provided by each
participating conpany and is edited in a uniformformat, the user can
easily conpare and study data for various conpanies. The

virtual - exhi bition. database 14a is configured with files for each 25
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10 When the user wishes to negotiate for the possible purchase of a product,
the user can select the “Negotiation Room”™ on a screen displayed after
opening a booth for a particular company.

After receiving a signal for this request, the Web server 10 transfers the
signal to  the  wvirtual-negotiating-room  server 13.  The
15 virtual-negotiating-room server transfers the wuser’s request to a
representative of the participating company. After receiving this request,
the representative sends to the user a conversation application with a
built-in encryption key and logs into a private-conversation Web page at

a prearranged date and time.

20  After receiving the reply from the representative, the user uses the
conversation application to log into the private-conversation Web page at
the preset date and time. If both the representative and user log into the
conversation Web page at this time, the virtval-negotiating-room server
13 on the system end requests that each input a password. If the

25 passwords are correct, the user and representative can begin negotiating
on a private-conversation Web page 70.

Fig. 7 shows the private-conversation Web page 70. The
private-conversation Web page 70 includes a space 71 for inputting



After receiving a signal for this request, the Wb server 10 transfers the
signal to the virtual -negoti ati ng-room server 13. The 15

virtual - negoti ati ng-room server transfers the user's request to a
‘representative of the participating conpany. After receiving this request,
the representative sends to the user a conversation application with a
built-in encryption key and logs into d0private-conversati on Wb page at a
prearranged date and tinme. 20 After receiving the reply fromthe
representative, the user uses the conversation application to log into the
private-conversati on Wb page at the preset date and tine. If both the
repr esent aﬂa\?’énﬂﬁél%eﬁ‘m&@ i nto SPAEE denv sdﬁﬁ@ﬁ)"% PHEUILat Ok g t i ne,
the virtual - a8t ng- % yske I t hat
cach i nput <ngsoelEl " ErpSesioh Bid SaeRl tytorsl7r R MansRiER Brg
represent abbﬂ@el‘iﬁ? hragbmisgont ofthocomrena iprtheatgaceony eraat RoNQWD’ page

70. Fig. 7.shows_tThe private-conversati on Wb padge 70. The

pri vat e- cobuéiosat  dar Vemnipagia gAbei oosvetedion. space 71 for inputting 10
transm ssion content, a space 72 for displaying output of the

conver sat i WhenrthesHQast” dnutbow 7danaebediustlested/® énd the zoaretdatiog, @r

cancel i ng tranﬁn’i ssion of the a;)ntent in the a%ace 7]1, and.a."Quit" button
74 for ter SgNAl FanERetted ivers Al Rton waRkeS Hie viainal-negatiadmeraooms been

sel ected t@.and yhe oo ¥R bANdafy 31 IR c%@@??s'ﬂitoheQHHrﬂF@z@ggb utton

causes the vi r%ual -négotrating-room ‘server 0 renove a or the

conver sat i antemndticallyl wginbtalliagtherabheedshyiotrippdicatibhng t he conversation
application. Accordingly, security for maintaining confidentiality of the

ggg?’iegz ?It 'O%[lcvﬁ}ﬁﬂégly' REEQABL forPMhAin AR donTtedt P bE tHE RopBrRLIDAL | ON
10 is increased by transmitting a single-use conversation application with a

built-in encryption key for each conversation.

Here, we return to the Web page 30 shown in Fig. 3 to describe the
remaining selection buttons. The numeral 30d indicates a selection
button for “attending” a convention. When this button is selected a Web
15 page is displayed, enabling the user to further select a virtual seminar or
a virtual forum in which to participate. In these screens the user can

participate in a workshop or an open forum, respectively.

By selecting an “Event Halls” button 30e in the Web page 30, a Web
’ page is displayed for selecting a virtual hall for a drawing, a sales
20 promotion, or the like. The user selects one of the halls in order to

participate in the chosen event.

When selecting an “Exhibit-Information™ search-system button 30f in

the Web page 30, a Web page is displayed with the same searching

method as a conventional Web page, enabling searches by the usual
25  keywords, manufacturer’s name, and the like.



built-in encryption key for each conversation. Here, we return to the Wb
page 30 shown in Fig. 3 to describe the renaining selection buttons. The
nuneral 30d indicates a selection button for "attendi ng" a convention.
‘When this button is selected a Wb 15 page is displayed, enabling the user
to further select a virtual sem-nar or a virtual forumin which to
participate. In these screens the user 1¢an participate in a workshop or an
open forum respectively. By selecting an "Event Halls" button 30e in the
Wb page 30, a Wb page is displayed for selecting a virtual hall for a
drawi ng, a _sales 20 pronotion, or the |like. The user selects one of the
hall's in olndustsial papplicabdi® i n the chosen event. Wen sel ecting an
"Exhi bit-1nformation" search-systembutton 30f in the Wb page 30, a Wb

page is di §ileayatual ékhxbhteoﬁfswesxe@lfqhe eseiinoenasn hagafecfollognak Veb
page, enabl |Fg seﬂ]ches by the usual keywords, manufacturer's name, and
the |ike. eifectyiusheiaistapplsi eapabletaf trﬁasmmtm@awawgm ifon asyitugh of t he

present in h h f The systemis, ca l.e of

[ anm 11 Soegoparetl S, Wb Nl 85 fsTs Befsché et S, o
user's per gonakcedmyiles liteatet Ee@mw]@yé@@nts@ld fp%rddﬂa@fc@% ter Afd

di spl ayed on sai d personal,_conputer and "is ca easi |’y collecting

product i ntor¢anabde ©hr eagily ﬁdiﬁ%tngoggaducronggmatmmet&rwgh hampler . The

user acces 0 per.so nd us
dat abase i §5§H§t€§“gb§g{??§‘ C‘qh&qﬁﬁaﬁegnﬁ]? ésac?%fe@%f:sa ’@o&’épﬁg}' B tﬁﬁm ness
type and fugener peosses JeQb dp@fersaﬁal fulses péoeiuﬁéb%séom ew}ﬁc 0 t
enabllng the user to "atten a virtual exhibition held excl sively for a
si'ngl e spetifiormasraniustprasartedeaccording to business type and further sorted
10 1into specific products for each company, enabling the user to “attend” a
virtual exhibition held exclusively for a single specific product and then

to compare the products of various company.

Further, exhibit data provided by companies participating in the
exhibition is edited into a uniform format and stored in a database,
15 thereby facilitating comparisons of different companies’ products and

the collection of product data from numerous companies.

Further, the present invention maintains confidentiality in business
negotiations, enabling the user to conduct safe and easy negotiations
/ : from the user’s personal computer.
20



‘'to conpare the products of various conpany. Further, exhibit data provided
by conpanies participating in the exhibitionis edited into a uniform
format and stored in a database, 15 thereby facilitating conparisons of

-di fferent conpanies' products and the collection of product data from
nuner ous conpani es. Further, the present invention maintains
confidentiality in business negotiatianis, enabling the user to conduct
safe and easy negotiations fromthe user's personal conmputer. 20 12 C ai ns
1. Avirtual exhibition system capable of transmtting a Wb page for a
virtual exhibition froma Wb server to a user termnal, such as a 5
personal conputer, connected to the ImuepRet and displaying the Wb page
on the user termnal, enabling the user to collect product infornmatioh
fromthe displayed Wb page, the system conprising a virtual-exhibition

dat abase provided with a folder for each of a plurality of categories
denoting types of businesses used to clgssify data. 10 cerni ng exhi bited
product s ofl-c‘gr’?ﬁémaisexzﬂgg%s}’ﬁe@ Gapakia otk ARBTIIBE & Qb(ﬂa%tf@F iang files
wi t h t hematj: LIt exhi hitions e egory of
products owlfthlg?[@tag@ﬁ\tr]\% g%w&% aua%/e‘)t %%t‘}%?dﬂé’n? i %‘%Q@ﬁ%ﬁﬁg}%’t y“’%‘é@a%%%t

furtherscl aessiyalt berrgxiieR)i teshqutediuet tidalmernett And disshytied aborwebld a
product-i nformati on dat abase for stori rllg a |large volune of product data,
such as vi PEBE A Ihfageser Jeomidd enabiBipathicedisenr texeoliedti gagductyi rt ual

G O Rl SRR D I L e by 0ot abase an
‘» : a virtual-exhibition database provided with a folder for each of a
plurality of categories denoting types of businesses used to classify data
10 concerning exhibited products of companies entered in a virtual
exhibition and for storing files with thematic names of the virtual
exhibitions that denote a category of products or their technologies and
that identify product types that further classify the exhibited product data

within each category;

15 a product-information database for storing a large volume of product

data, such as videos and images, provided by companies for exhibitions;

virtual exhibiting means for reading data from the virtual-exhibition

) database and displaying 2 screen corresponding to a user’s selection
when the user selects either one of the categories or one of the thematic

20 names of the virtual exhibitions from the Web page on the user’s
terminal, for displaying virtual-exhibition booths for each of the
companies that entered products under the thematic name selected by the

user, and for displaying exhibit data edited in a uniform format for a

company selected by the user; and

25  product-information displaying means for reading data from the
product-information database and displaying a screen of product
information, including video and images, when thc user requests
more-detailed information for a product after selecting a booth in the



when the user selects either one of the categories or one of the thematic
20 nanmes of the virtual exhibitions fromthe Wb page on the user's
termnal, for displaying virtual-exhibition booths for each of the
-conpani es that entered products under the thematic nane sel ected by the
user, and for displaying exhibit data edited in a uniformformat for a
conpany sel ected by the user; and 25 prdduct-information displayi ng neans
for reading data fromthe product-information database and di splaying a
screen of product information, including video and inmages, when the user
requests mre-detajl.ed information for a product after selecting a booth
in the 13 vitFuahexBIHIBRti on. 2. A virtual exhibition systemas recited in
Claim 1, further conprising: virtual -negotiation-roomneans for enabling
the user and a 5 representative of a conmpany participating in the
exhibition to conduct a highly confidential discussion over an |nternet

communi cat Do kiiAga REGkihitien Ry ORHE hs eXdidd @i 1 hﬁu@}@éfp@dmmim%g the user

"visits" (i.e., selects) the conmpany's booth in the virtual exhibition and
| ects " LAt i :0ond i sptl: '
form nal . 10 ar s SReefBfEL kbRl EiCC RO ShaBhR P M R Suherein

when the wepressatatives of megomipahy qrartionpdtidghm the exhibitiegdbdi airidmet moom
means (1) trapsm't a nﬁgg.ti ati.on reque to a representative aof the
company whdsEhweenfidgatiakdishission o ven ernst CORPNBICAYERIE 2L al | ows
15 negoti at,i : P Aateati er the
r epr esent aé e é@gc?g‘%??ﬁ%g’yﬁggﬁgﬂ%@(@e@%t@ﬁ%&%ﬁ| f/@a i (gﬁéw\ét%}]&flg%l lt-in
encrypti on tkeYo@RPahPls bbbilo iR thei vizhed comibitial agd Mbctpateepditiationr eset

room” from the screen displayed on the user’s terminal.
10

3. A virtual exhibition system as recited in Claim 2, wherein when the
user selects “negotiation room” the virtual-negotiation-room means (1)
transmits a negotiation request to a representative of the company whose
Web . page is shown on the user’s computer screen, (2) allows

15 mnegotiations to commence between the user and representative after the
represeritative sends to the user a conversation application with built-in
encryption key and logs into a private-conversation Web page at a preset
date and time and the user receives the reply from the representative and
also logs into the private-conversation Web page at the preset date and

20 time using the conversation application, (3) provides both the
representative and the user input-correct passwords when the system
prompts for password input; and (4) automatically deletes all data related
to the conversation application from the system after receiving a signal
indicating the conversation has ended.

25
4. A virtual exhibition system as recited in any of Claims 1, 2, or 3,

wherein the user can participate in a workshop, an open forum, or the
like via 2 Web page displayed when the user first selects “Participate in a



- date and tinme and the user receives the reply fromthe representative and
also logs into the private-conversation Wb page at the preset date and 20
time using the conversation application, (3) provides both the
Tepresentative and the user input-correct passwords when the system
pronpts for password input; and (4) automatically deletes all data rel ated
to the conversation application fromtha systemafter receiving a signa

i ndi cating the conversation has ended. 25 4. A virtual exhibition system as
recited in any of Clains 1, 2, or 3, wherein the user can participate in a
wor kshop, an open forum or the like via a Wb page displayed when the
user first Gemention’pin theimtiebWeb paga displaged ioortheiuset seterminalandweb page
di spl ayed gn_ the, user':s tegfm nal ~and then.sel e either "Virtual Sem nar”
or "Virt uaﬁh%rq’ﬁlrﬁc%s %l.tﬁﬁr. %‘r‘@a&@%ﬁ%i% oﬁ%‘}f@?@rﬂl% recited in any of
Claims 1 through 4, 5 wherein the user can participate via a Wb page in a
virtual hall involving a drawi ng or sales pronotion by first selecting
"Event Halls" in the initial Web page displayed on the user's termnal and
then sel eétiAgviatusdiaxhibition system as recited in any of Claims 1 through 4,

5 wherein the user can participate via a Web page in a virtual hall
involving a drawing or sales promotion by first selecting “Event Halls”
i the initial Web page displayed on the user’s terminal and then
selecting a hall.



