An i nproved catal yst for the hydrogenation of maleic acid, naleic anhydride
or other hydrogenatabl e precursor are,. gat alytically hydrogenat ed to

1, 4- but anedi ol and tetrahydr of uran has" 'beéen discovered. This hydr ogenat i on
catal yst conprises palladium silver, rheniumand iron on a carbon support.
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1,4-BUTANEDIOL

ABSTRACT

An improved catalyst for the hydrogenation of maleic acid, maleic anhydride or
other hydrogenatable precursor are catalytically hydrogenated to 1,4-butanediol and
tetrahydrofuran has been discovered. This hydrogenation catalyst comprises palladium,

silver, rhenium and iron on a carbon support.



