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Field of the invention The present invention relates

to a system for progressive jackpot gamng during a 5
casi no ganme conprising one or nore play tables, each
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In a further aspect, the present invention relates to

a method for playing a progressive jackpot gane

during the play of a casino game with a plurality of
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{the player console can be lit to indicate that the player participates in the side bet, or

25  canbe off to indicate the player is not participating. The visual indication in this case,
is only used for indicating whether a player is participating in the side bet or not. This
is necessaty as there is no coin or token present to indicate such a player input for a
side bet. According to the publication, it is possible for a player to Press the key at any
time, but the corresponding action (decrementing the account balance, lighting the key

30 foindicate participation) depends on other factors, such as initiating a game by the
dealer. Thus, for a player, it is very unclear when it is allowed during the casino game
to make a side bet. The key will not atways be lit directly after pressing the key, or

inserting a coin or token in the cash-in slot.



30 to indicate participation) depends on other
factors, such as initiating a gane by the dealer.
Thus, for a player, it is very unclear when it is

al  owed during the casino game to nake a side bet.
The key will not always be lit directly after
pressing the key, or inserting a coin or token in the
cash-in slot. 2 Summary of tle invention

Enbodi nents of the present invention seek to provide
an apparatus and a nethod for playing a progressive
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to the received respective player inputs. The phase
in which inputting a bet for the progressive jackpot
is 2a allowed, is different fromthe phase in which



3 nonent coincides wth the end nonent for allow ng
bets for the progressive jackpot gane US pat ent
US- A-5, 934, 999 describes a roulette-1ike gam ng
apparatus and a nethod for playing that apparatus.
Thi s publication discloses a galn gane, wherein a
percent age of every wager bet fs placed into a

j ackpot. \When a pl ayer part|C|pates in the mai n gane,
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oppantthisedd to win (part of the) jackpot based on
chance, as opposed to (or better in addition to) the
opportunity to wn (part of the) jackpot based on
predeterm ned rul es associated with the casino gane.
Al so disclosed, the systemfor progressive jackpot
gam ng further conprises a central conputer connected
to each of the deal er consoles, the central conputer
bei ng arranged to nanage a plurality of progressive

j ackpot ganes, and to display the value of each of
the plurality of progressive jackpot ganes. This
provi des an attractive further alternative for

pl ayers and casino's, in addition to the single prize
progressive jackpot. gane, the partial prize jackpot
ganme, and the nystery jackpot gane. The plurality of
progressive jackpot games may accrue prize val ues of
di fferent val ue. The system as di scl osed,
conprises a further indicator for indicating whether
or not a player has placed a bet for the progressive
j ackpot gane. Such an indication is provided in
addition to the indication of the gane phase in which
betting is allowed for the progressive jackpot gane,
in order to further enhance the clarity of the gane
for the players. Al so disclosed, multiple player
inputs (e.g. two or three) are allowed in the
specific one of the plurality of progressive jackpot
ganme phases. Such a nmultiple bet in a single round of
play may increase the anount of a bonus (or a nystery
j ackpot prize) which can be won, e.g. threefold for a
doubl e bet, and five-fold for a triple bet. The

mul tiple input may al so be visualized using nultiple
i ndicators (e.g. two or three LED s) or a further
numeri c di spl ay. Al so disclosed is a player

i nput device for use in a system for progressive

j ackpot gam ng conprising an input device, e.g. a
switch, for receiving a player input for



A nmet hod as disclosed conprises indicating one of a
plurality of progressive jackpot gane phases, in

whi ch the input of a player for participating in the
progressive jackpot ganme is only allowed in a

specific subset of the plurality of progressive

j ackpot gane phases. This provides a possibility for
playing a progressive jackpot gafde as a side bet for
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WD 2006/ 032498PCT/ EP2005/ 010257 " 6 Fig. 3 shows
a top view of a dealer key set used in the cashless
j ackpot systemof Fig. 1, and - Fig. 4 shows a
schemati ¢ bl ock di agram of a player input device
according to an enbodi nent of the present invention.
5 Detail ed description of exenplary enbodi nents
In a first exenplary enbodi ment of the present
cashl ess jackpot system which allows to play a
pr_g‘gr essive jackpot gane in addition to a regular
( ongeatiol isgarvided sulditmg tpthk @1djcaompif thregaing y»ha:sé ipviaylebetting is
I np ' r:
cong%fcgl%}zqh%l% r é&% ovt %@g}ngnmlégc%ﬂt%%h%e alfce?lfe larify of the game |
sdhethaplexersyi ew of this cashl ess jackpot syst em i's
shovvn pl
o] csEgBcam 1€ ol il Jlvo PLAKE ek Reg in e gpecific one
a9t thegiuwaitee pregreshive polowt gamerghagt. Shclya mitltipledbein a smgle round of
c 1S sQnhect e
¢ SR T PR LB ERRNERE L OB o BT SARE SR won. 2
c dirrprfeld dor a\muldh bétpant dﬁvn—f@lé fag @rimigge bet.dl hie omutipdd mpdntagay&lso be
Tl%?su%ﬁgﬁll?sg@ rQlﬂtl@ggle dpgfgrsc(ggp% %l‘ll%eelLeiégsS F oinun %grtrw?nerlc display.
i n FiAdso dlsclqmi i h plaly¢romymsit tlewm(fvmmctn aasyqsibm [ﬁa'lplrttgyessxﬁie _]ackpo‘[
pl . h, &,
prei ol Bk Ao SRR B P
c ortieipttiopin bmg@smyadkeot@amamgédn indicatbt fDWndlcatmg one of a plurality

|
d ggﬁldglje oove Iée{%PpeJi) g!i%%@{&e\%e%&? {10r1agfh!1t aeéé"l i eugdewc& may be provided
c wiith athethebindligatar l‘zﬁlndmhﬁngphfeacemunﬂyalum dleminyslr bly al so
bet W%ﬁg ikd cg%ﬁz{s cffls[&%%d 19%% %ﬂ g‘mﬁtmﬁ; SR Im%ﬁra?eS i tg? player input

The plura e arra
t Id@l@arm ﬂoﬂsdhmborgam@graltﬂdkveﬂﬂhesplmr ganekvice IT&S easy to install (a

pO IZEE Sﬂ&:]agi\,(rﬁl?qﬁjé Qéw ﬁg %lécl)[(u?g ta?lI f W& en:é%u 49 L}r ‘f @e aymg table or

phizylater peragit. dds |Im:b:afcm map obmpriee ,phm:fhty/\bﬁ light eldsmentso tuah as LED's,

p s, - ndi n&de, di.spla .

e e T TR T e

Thweginggises silva, qudcmﬂmhigg fightingyibe pmdaermH@d paten cg. The

Cglg?éﬁtgr 18 n%ﬁc{% agraﬁ) egscg h%?\mlﬁ’%?nt Q%Pl% té,) Indl%at]e (a%ferent aha;ﬁs gf the
progressive jackpot game, or to indicate a winning of the respective player.

As disclosed, the player input device further comprises a card reader. With the card
reader, the player can use a debit card or client card with an electronic account balance to
participate in the progressive jackpot game.

A method as disclosed comprises indicating one of a plurality of progressive jackpot
game phases, in which the input of a player for participating in the progressive jackpot game
is only allowed in a specific subset of the plurality of progressive jackpot game phases. This
provides a possibility for playing a progressive jackpot game as a side bet for a casino game,.

in which the allowance and possibility of placing a bet is



of the total jackpot amount may be won wi th ot her
predeterm ned hands of cards. The display 6

i ndi cating the jackpot value nmay conprise nultiple

di spl ays which are installed throughout a casino. A
display 6 may be installed at a game table, e.g. 30
using the connection box 3, or at other places in the
casi no, e.g. using nultlplexeﬁ 4. Fig. 2 shows a
top view of one of the player input devices 1. Such a

pl ayer |nput device 1 is provided for each player on
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Also disclosed, one of the plurahty of players is randomly selected as a winner. This
added possibility to win (a part of) the jackpot balance will add to the attractiveness of the
progressive jackpot game. Also, it will result in more players placing a side bet, as the chance
of winning a (iaart of the) jackpot balance is not longer determined by predetermined rules |
associated with the casino game (e.g. certain hands in poker, such as a royal flush), but on pure
chance. _ 7 ,

Whether or not a player has input a bet for the progressive jackpot game may be
indicated next to the indication of game phases as disclosed in order to improve the clarity and
understandability of the progressive jaékpot game. ) '

A player may be allowed to place multiple bets in the specific one of the plurality of

_progressive jackpot game phases, e.g. to increase the player's possible winnings.

Short description of drawings

The present invention will be discussed in more detail below, using a number of
exemplary embodiments, with reference to the attaéhed drawings, in which

Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a cashless jackpot system
according to an embodiment of the present invention; '

Fig. 2 shows a top view of a plaj/ér input device used in the cashless jackpot system of

Fig. 1;



10 an account value or bal ance, a secondary display

22 indicating a player identification, a first key

set 23 with a nunber of keys and a second key set 24
conprising a -nuneral keyboard and further keys. Using

the first key set 23, the dealer of a table can
contPE¥sPREBpr ogress of a casino gane, incl udipegErkeso102s7,
progressi ve jackpot ganme. Using the second key set
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POS SinPitlabdibR b8 UedIGQoRIRYL bitwhéh doaiet donkd1dh Gnd Sulddfer 5 (via

casi no _gane or progressive jackpot gane by inserting
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- predetermined hand of cards in a casino game (e.g. royal flush). Also, smaller amounts
of the total jackpot amount may be won with other predetermined hands of cards.
The display 6 indicating the jackpot value may comprise multiple displays which
are installed throughout a casino. A display 6 may be installed at a game table, e.g.
30  using the connection box 3, or at other places in the casino, e.g. using multiplexer 4.
Fig. 2 shows a top view of one of the player input devices 1. Such a player input
device 1 is provided for each player on a table, and allows this player to participate in a
progressive jackpot game in a simple and readily understandable manner, The player



5 the player's account Alternatively, the player's
account can be updated using a credit card (and
associ'ated debiting procedure). Also, it is possible
to use a client card, in the formof a magnetic strip
card or smart card wwth amintegrated chip, and an

ass@cieietiogar d readi ng apparatus at each t abpEye@60s/010257
even at each player | ocation on a table. The player

can rai se the balance stored on_the client card; e.gqg.
at a central location in a 10 chsino, using cash
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‘5%@%‘{?3 BHAYES BT AE*(mai n) casi no gane,

al t hough idhanﬂ;tcaﬁigraﬁ ef ihe electopice ni‘jantein:ﬂyadimaa;at afchediydeinput
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display 16, second display 17 and input unit 18.
The same arrangerment or a similar arrangement may be used as the electronics of
the dealer console 2. In this case, the first display 16 corresponds to the primary display
21, second display 17 corresponds to the secondary display 22, and the input unit 18
30  comresponds to the first key set 23 in combination with the second key set 24.
The cashless jackpot system as presented in this embodiment is a cashless

system, as there are no possibilities for the players to participate in the casino game or

progressive jackpot game by inserting coins or tokens in a dedicated slot, as in many



9 input device 1 is provided with phase indicators
12, which are controlled as a result of the dealer
actions on the dealer console 2. In a specific
enbodi nent, the phase indicators 12, e.g. in the form
of LED s Wil l flash to indicate to a player that it
i s WPRYHER1B0 place a bet for the progressi ve BCAERYOH010257
gane. This phase may also be 5 indicated differently,
e.g. with a constant lighting ofg the indicators 12,
or a loop light effect of the |nd|cators 12. Al so,
t he vEIpSeBiday ptiae %mbyﬂeawm managrg biithe talle deealer using his
color
&aleﬁcd%soig? lqlg%gglﬁ secﬁpg kdy B Al é; ep%@?o ran{%ﬁﬁh Sv&Fiokds or money

"betting not aci'ng a

pr ogrie diideales, altd yhichdeersalmmspdpies taladaypt’s erieeuht mye. tl*l% the key

I
D ot BIEES8 LG DS S GG Bl BB U 10 e
by u sthm@ajear § a¢count] Mmmrdw, the gJhyer’ Mce@mttchmba mdaﬂbd Reiyg a credit

13. T T .
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The progressive jackpot game has several phases, which are controlled by the
dealer using his dealer console 2. The phases may include, but are not limited to a pre-
start phase, a betting allowed phase, and a belting not-allowed phase. These phases are
in general different from the game phases of the (main) casino game, although the start
25", time or end time may coincide. Also a winning phase may be indicated, e.g. when one
of the players bas a hand of cards corresponding to a predefined set of winning cards,
such as a royal flush.
In many present day progressive jackpot games, it is not immediately clear to the
player in which phase the progressive jackpot game is, as only the main casino game
30  phases are indicated, or only participation in the progressive jackpot game is indicated.
This may lead to placing of bets by players just in time (or just too late, with the
resulting possible discussion with the dealer) or to players not betiing on the
progressive jackpot at all (leading io lower jackpot amount and less profit). The player



conbi nation for the progressive jackpot gane, the

deal er enters this on the dealer console 2 (WLT key
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11 CLAIM5s 1. Systemfor a progressive jackpot gane

associated with a casino gane, conprising one or nore

play tables, each play table conprising a dealer

console and a plurality of 5 player input devices

connected to the deal er console, each of the player

i npliP 2Pe07%¢Bs bei ng arranged to receive a resRETIEPUSS/010257

pl ayer input, characterized in that the dealer .

console is arranged for receivigg input concerning

one of a plurality of phases of the progressive

j ackpot dwrresntipend abovetin teldtiomty thescherdatsatior ofitig i bieldthe player

on e : I ' 3! devi ces t
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- wins the jackpot prize. ‘ :

20 1t is also possible to have multiple jackpots in the easino at the same time. E.g.
the computer 5 may be programmed to have a winner for a first jackpot once a year, a
winner for a second jackpot once every monih, etc. The bets input by players can then
be used according to predefined rules to increase each of the jackpofs with a

' predetermined amount. Also, it is possible to have multiple progressive jackpot games

25  running in paralle], the prize value of each progressive jackpot game increasing e.g.
based on a predetermined group of play tables. The prize values of each progressive
jackpot game may be displayed centrally on a single display 6, or decentrally on
multiple displays 6.
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30 5. System for progressive jackpot.gam ng according
to one of the clains 1-3, further conprising a
central conputer connected to each of the dealer
consol es; the central conputer being arranged to
manage a plurality of progressive jackpot games, and
to display the value of eachldf the plurality of
progressi ve jackpot ganes. 12 6. System for

prog ~jackpot gaming according to one of the
claims 1-5, further conprising a further indicator
for indicating whether or not a player has placed a
et Sj,zntemlﬁﬂamrogreeém jaekgoégmr;@ﬂssg@ d vejth gcasmpgagyp, comprising

for pro
P?Feofcm ﬂPgaS ?:[Ialées,l e%c ag ﬁ &%pe{ (ﬁajéf%% c?)ﬁ%)‘g%‘gncg{ plurality of
Eia WeshitlaBvitEecorBEikd tocthe ﬂ&l&fcohktﬂe pheir af ihe player 1nput devices

gressi ve jackpot gane phases 10 8. Pl. aé/
Hengaemﬁ@dtwssemwaaE%yﬁr@ﬁ?%@FHHWB§P@§9F é‘fﬁéh%

acc n
R e s L
EHJSE& & tﬁ@bﬂo@fbsblﬂe FacRpeiGfagtes ot eomaﬂlmgmn gmlm;oram@jm@d on each
I'ndi cator” for indjcating one theaP ur.a e
phiths pbirality ohplageoigpeidavices ?5111 IGaiR SO F %‘aﬂ@ e \%ﬁv?e efff Phase of
B’ﬁ bl (gﬁr:?%/’:ﬁlj 5&(138{ gﬁﬁ@%ﬁ& s alloBndPhO YRS ST ¥ Blay&CkPparticipating in
the progressive jackpot game only in a specific subset of the plurality of progressive
jackpot game phases, in which the df;aler console is further arranged for administrating
a cashless account for each of the plurality of player input devices, and to amend the
cashless account according to the received respective player inputs, wherein the

plurality of phases of the p_rogressive jackpot game comprise a pre-start phase, a betting

phase, and a betting not allowed phase.

2. System for progressive jackpot gaming according to claim 1, in which the

indicator comprises a visual indicator.

3. System for progressive jackpot gaming abcording to claim 1 or 2, in which each
of the plurality of player input devices are further arranged to indicate a winning of a

respective player.

4. System for progressive jackpot gaming according to one of the claims 1-3, further
éomprising a central computer connected to each of the dealer consoles, the central
computer being arranged to managé the progressive jackpot game, and to select one of

the plurality of players randomly as a winner.

5. System for progressive jackpot gaming according to one of the claims 1-3, further
comprising a central computer connected to each of the dealer consoles, the central -
computer being arranged to manage a plurality of progressive jackpot games, and to

display the value of each of the plurality of progressive jackpot games.
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a pre-start phase, a betting phase, and a betting not
al  oned phase. 9.Player input device according to
claim8, in which the:indicator is a light emtting.
el ement integrated in the player input-device. 20
10. Player input device accorgyng to claim9, in
whi ch the indicator conprises a plurality of |ight
gL:nEPtfh . 11. 8Pllgyer i nput device according to
0 e clains in which the indi [ -
B5ar Sastgadon wyo gressiy AckpiZamate @F?’g@l to %i‘%%%%{ea?y%ﬁns 1-5, further

ut. .devi.c
fRHsiDg el BFALANT10: Giaftallhe WHEME! GTE o bl hsplaced a bet for

G o reaies jack?gﬁt ’Erﬁfﬁé P

7. System for progressive jackpot gaming according to one of the claimos 1-6, in

which multiple player inputs are allowed in the specific one of the plurality of

progressive jackpot game phases.

8.  Player input device for use in a system for progressive jackpot gaming according

to one of the claims 1-7, comprising

an input device for receiving a player ini)ut for participation in a progressive jackpot

game; and
an indicator for mdmatmg one of the plurality of game phases of the progressive

jackpot game wherein the plurality of phases of the progresswe jackpot game compnse

a pre-start phase, a betting phase, and a betting not allowed phase.

9.  Player input device according to claim 8, in which the indicator 1s a light emitting

element integrated in the player input device.

10. Player input device according to claim 9, in which the indicator comprises a

plurality of light elements.

11. . Player input device according to one of the claims 8-10, in which the indicator is -

arranged to provide a visual effect.

12. Player input device according one of the claims 8-11, in which the player input

device further comprises a card reader.
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