GARMENT SUPPORTS The i nvention relates to garnment supports. Shirts and
junpers cone in nmany forns, fromtee-shirts, to casual shirts with or

wi t hout coIIars more formal collared shi rts, sweatshirts and even junpers
with or without collars and with or w thout sleeves. These garnents, which
together with jackets and coats all are shoul dered, are displayed either on
shel ves or hanging fromracks, either falded or hanging freely. There are a
vari ety of garment supports and packaging avail able for each different
situation. It would be sinpler and cheaper to provide one garnent support

to di splay and support a rangegfhuenehsgpbbfignt garnents. Garnent supports
i n.general should be relatively sinple so that they are cheap to

miwuf act ure and easy to use both by the shop assistants and the general
public. At t ortant_tha pent is well supported
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board. +to provide one garment support to dlsplay and support a range of

such different garments.

Garment supports in general should be relatively simple so
that they are cheap to manufacture and easy to use both by the
shop assistants and the general public. At the same time it is
important that the garment is well supported and dlsplayed to
make the display more attractive to customers.

The invention- provides a garment support adapted for the-
support and display

of a garment mounted thereon, the support comprising: a base
’_ member, optionally provided with hook, ring or like means for
\/ hanging the garment support from a fixture, hanging rail or the
like, the base member being adapted to extend generally.
horizontally behind a garment in use of the support to mount the
said garment; and a board; the base member and the board being
arranged to be coupled together by means of at least one flap
provided on the base member and by means of at least one
cooperating pin or like means protruding forwardly of said board;
"such pin or 1like means being mounted on said board, being
integral with said board, or being providéd on or coupled to said
base member and extending through aperture means of said board.
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-2- The base nenber is suitably fornmed of plasties material, preferably

pol ypropyl e

. arrangemnent,

ne, and the board nay be of cardboard. | an alternative
the board nay be of plastics rmaterial. The garnent support nay

be used as a hanger for the garnents, the ga ents being allowed to hang
freely or alternatively the sleeves and bottom portion of the garnment may
be folded up and clipped into:position. Thg garnent support nmay be used to
support a folded garnent on a:shelf. The invention extends to garnments
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garment suéport may be used to support a folded garment

The 1nventi_on _!iexte'nds to garments mounted on a garment
support as aforesaid.

The invention also provides, in a second and alternative
aspect thereof a method of providing and assembling a garment
support by coupling'a-board adapted in use to provide support for
the body of a 'garment%véith a separate base. member adapted in use
to extend behind the garment in the shoulder region thereof, the
base member being op:ionally provided with hook, ring or 1like
means for hanging thé garment support from a fixture, hanging
rail or the like.

The invention 1$ hereinafter more part
way of example only to the accompanying

jcularly described

with reference by

draw1ngs in which; %
Fig. 1 shows a front elevation view of the garment support;

'i
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and
Fig. 2 shows a side elevation view of the garment support.
Fig. 1 shows a\ garment support generally indicated 1
comprising horlzontally extending generally rigid base member 2

and a generally rigid%board 3.
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3 Base nember 2 has hook, .ring or the like (here a hook 4) integrally
nmoul ded with it so that base menber 2 may be suspen z%g ??? antially
vertically below a rail. Base nenber 2 is integrally noul SU|tabIe

pl asti cs such as pol ypropylene and is provided with two auxiliary supports
5. The supports 5 have upstanding portions 6 and distal portions 7. The two
portions are connected by a |live hing . Hinge 8 allows novenent of distal
portion 7 through substantially 180[err] between a first position 9 shown
in phantom and a second position 10 shown in solid lines. In first position
9 the distal portion 7 lies within the shoul der region of a garnment giving
support to the garnent. Swinging distal portion 7'through substantially
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Base nmenber 2°is further proyi a palr upst andi_ng _posts 12. 1In
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W between a first position 9 shown in phantom and a second position
10 shown in solid lines. 1In first position 9 the distal portion
7 lies within the shoulder region of a garment giving support to
.the garment. - Swinging distal portion 7 through substantially
180° by means of hinge 8 from first position 9 to second position



Board 3 lies in front of base nenber 2 of garnment support 1.- Board 3 is, .
attached, to base nenber 2 by neans of fastening 16. Stud 18 is integrally
noul ded with base nenber 2. Flap 17 is noul ded to base nenber 2 by neans of
I'i ve hinge 19, and has aperture 20. Board 3 provided with apertures 21.
Stud 18 is pushed through aperture 21 of board 3, and through aperture 20
of flap 17. Flap 17 is snap-fitted over the”“stud 18 securing the board 3 to
t he base nmenber 2. The fastenings nay be alternatively arranged with the
stud bei nyoj nakhows Adstal rpo:bbﬂmd Dreonliet etder the toildr dbea bgm-ﬂent
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: Board 3 lies 1n front of base member 2 of garment support

1. - Board 3 is attache to base member 2 by means of fastening

16. Stud 18 is integrally moulded with base member 2. Flap 17

is moulded to base m jer 2 by means of live hinge 19, and has
aperture 20. Board 3 ié provided with apertures 21. Stud 18 is
pushed through aperturé 21 of board 3, and through aperture 20

of flap 17. Flap 17 is énap-fitted over the stud 18 securing the
board 3 to the base m er 2.

The fastenings may be alternatively arranged with the stud
being integral with thegboard or mounted on the board, the board
having no aperture. Iﬁ a further alternative arrangement the
stud is coupled to the @oard or provided on the board and passes g_)
through an aperture on the board. The flap snap fits over the
stud as before. |

In use, a garmentéis placed on the garment support 1ying
against the board 3. éIf the garment is a collarless garment
distal portions 7 of subports 5 are swung into first position 9
to lie within the shoﬁlder regions of the garment, gripping
portions 11 holding thé garment. The garment is folded round
edges 22 of board 3, a#d the bottom portion of the garment is
folded round bottom edée 23 of board 3, permitting the folded
material to be placed bétween the jaws 14 of clip means 13. The
jaws are brought togetﬁer by pushing down metal retaining clip
15, securing the garmenk in place.

If the garment is h'collared garment, the distal portions



5 so that supports 5 lie underneath the collar and posts 12 lie behind the
collar to provide support to the collar. In an.alternative arrangenent a
i garnent support 1 conprises a base nenber 2 and board 3, but the additional
supports 5 are not provided. The garnment may be fol ded round t he base as.
previously described. Reference should also be nade to the specification of
our co-pending Application No: 951555% 2 whi ch has been divided out of the
present application and is concerned with a garnent support, adapted for
t he support and/or display of a shoul dered garnment nounted thereon, the
support conpri sing: a base nenber adapted to extend generally
hprlzontally behi nd such garnment in use of the support to nmount the said
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Reference should also be made to the specification of our
co-pending Application No: 9515555.2 which has been divided out
of the present application and is’ concerned with a garment
support, adapted for the support and/or

display of a shouldered garmeht :ﬁounted thereon, the support
comprising: a base member adapted to extend generally
horizontally behind such garment in use of the support to mount
the said garment thereon: and a pair of auxiliary supporting
means each being integral with or joined to the base member, each
having a distal end, and each being pivotable through
substantially 180° between a first position and a second

b position, the disi:al end of a said means being adapted in said
first position to exténd within a collarless shouldered garment
rnounted on said support into the shoulder region thereon for
auxiliary support thereat, and being adapted in said second
position to extend from behind a collared shouldered garment
mounted on said support under the collar thereof. for auxiliary
support of such garment.' in the collar region thereof.



i ke, the__gg;se,,nenioere——behrg adapted to extend, general |y hor| zont ally
behind a arnent in use Ofﬂj e support to mount the said garnent; and a bo

rd; the bas “l“mlmm‘\ oard. bei ng arran ed to be coupl ed together by
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| east one coopertat it ng pi n or Iike neans protrudr ng forwardly of said board;
such pin or |like neans being nounted ograamg board, being integral with

sai d board , or being provided on or coupled to said base nenber and extend
ng through aperture neans of said board. 2. A garment support according
to Claiml, fult heh gomne'nti syppopti adaptedxiforarthes m;ppdmgammspw
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comprising a pair of auxiliary supporting means each being
- integral with or joine to-the base member, each having a distal
end, and each be:r.ng pi otable through substantlally 180° between
a first pos:.tlon and a .second pos:.tlon, the distal end of a said
means being adapted J.n said first pos:.tlon to extend within a
collarless shouldered garment mounted on said support into the
shoulder region thereon for auxiliary support thereat, and beJ.ng
- adapted in said second kpos:.tlon to extend from behlnd a collared
shouldered garment mol{mted on said support under the collar
thereof for aux111ary support of such garment in the collar
region thereof. ;

3. A garment support according to Cla:Lms i or 2, wherein
said base member is prpv:l.ded with a pair of clips, one at each
horizontal end of sa:Ld, base member such that a gament may be
pulled flat over the bdard and the excess material pulled round
and/or up and cl:.pped l*:ehlnd the board by the clips.

4. A garment sup[port according to Claim 2 or Claim 3 as
appendant thereto, wh:erein said garment support is further
provided with two upstaiiding posts integral with said base member
and adapted in use to lje behind the collar of a collared garment
mounted on said garmean support, to support said collar, so that
said collar passes betw@ee’n said post and said adjacent auxiliary



support. 5. ;‘7YIEWﬂ%nt support according to any preceding claim wherein
said base is E,ig% ﬁ'ast ics material, preferably polypropyl ene, and said

board is nade &ﬂ"&"ﬂ” A garnent support, substantially as
ference to—gnd as shown in the acconpanying

.hereinbefore
drawi ngs. 7. A garnent supported on a rment support according to any

preceding claim the garnent being |laid across the board in generally flat
conflguratlog with excess material pulled round and/ or up behind the board.
© 8. A TEPRYH“of providing and assenbling a garnent support by coupling a
board adapt®d i nAugarmentr eupperdupeedrding tbe bngtypu:fe@djmg’remlam,th a
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and as9ef “"'ng tar apd n@S shown in the accompanying
draw1ngs.

7. A garment supported on a garment support according to

any preceding claim, the garment being laid across the board in
generaily flat configuration with excess material pulled round
and/or up behind the board.
o 8. A method of providing and assembling a garment support
by coupling a board adapted in_usé to provide support for the
body of a garment with a separate base member adapted in use to
extend behind the garment in the shoulder region thereof, the
base member being optionally provided with hook, ring or like
means for hangiﬁg the garment support from a fixture, hanging
rail or the like. .

9. A method of providing and assembling a garment support
substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to and as
shown in the'accompanying drawings.



