A process for producing aromatic carbonates, which com prises
transesterifying, in the presence of a netal -contai ning catal yst, a
starting material selected froma dialkyl car- 5 bonate, an al kyl aryl
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10 portion of a high boiling point reaction mixture obtained by
the above transesterification and containing the desired aro-
matic carbonate and the metal-containing catalyst, and a por-
tion of a liquid catalyst fraction obtained by separating the
desired aromatic carbonate from the high boiling point reaction

15 mixture, wherein each portion contains (A) high boiling point
substance having a boiling point higher than the boiling point
of the produced aromatic carbonate and (B) the metal-containing
catalyst; (C) a functional substance capable of reacting with
at least one component selected from high boiling point sub-

20 stance (A) and metal-containing catalyst (B) is added to the
taken~ocut catalyst-containing liguid; and the (B)/(C) reaction
product is recycled to the reaction system, while withdrawing
the (A)/(C) reaction product. By the process of the present
invention, the desired aromatic carbonates having high purity

25 can be produced stably for a prolonged period of time.



