
A bottle dispenser has a gate mechanism (62) to maintain the foremost of
the track-supported bottles (B1,B2,B3) substantially vertical. The
dispenser includes an elongate track (24,25, 88, 90) which defines a
longitudinally extending pathway, a support assembly (26,28) for the track
(24,25,88,90), and a stopper (54,106) provided at the front end of the
track. The track supports a row of flanged bottles (B1, B2, B3) such  that
the bottles are  suspended by their neck flanges (F) for movement along the
pathway and removable from the pathway through the front end of the track.
The support assembly supposts the track such that the track is inclined
toward its front end whereby the suspended bottles (B1. B2. B3) are allowed
to gravity feed toward the front end when the leading bottle (B1) in the
row is removed from the track. The stopper (54, 106) engages with the
leading bottle (B1) to prevent its accidental removal through the front
end. The gate mehanism (62) blocks the pathway at a position between the
front and rear ends of the track. The mechanism (62) is activated when the
foremost bottle (B1) in the row engages the stopper (54, 106) so that
forward movement of the other bottles (B2, B3) behind the foremost bottle
(B1) is blocked. This allows the formost bottle (B1) to be free of pressure
of the other bottles (B2, B3) when stopped at the front end of the track
(24, 25, 88, 90).    


