ABSTRACT  DECODED MATCH CI RCU T FOR PERFORMANCE COUNTER A match circuit
(300) connected to a bus (104) carrying data is described. In one

enbodi ment, the match circuit (300) includes logic (301j) for activating a
decoded-match signal, the logic (301j) conprising logic (301k) for
decoding a sumfield conprising a 2B8Reeted portion of the data into a
decoded-sum signal, wherein an active bit of the decoded sumfield

corresponds to a v%%ésDﬁgp%ﬁgi%yﬁhgggﬁ%ﬁgFﬁgﬁgh%%{%ﬂ%ﬁgﬁl) for conparing

t he decoded-sum sig a nas ng a binary bit
conprising a decoded-match signal indicative of whether the decoded-sum
signal and the pas csidgnal (IMmh ConnbHLE t8)a bus (104) carrying data is

described. In one embodiment, the match circuit (300) includes logic
(301j) for activating a decoded match signal, the logic (301j)
comprising logic (301k) for decoding a sum field comprising a
selected portion of the data into a decoded sum signal, wherein an
active bit of the decoded sum field corresponds to a value of the sum
field; and logic (3011) for comparing the decoded_sum signal with a
mask signal and outputting a binary bit comprising a decoded match
signal indicative of whether the decoded sum signal and the mask

signal match.
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