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ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE MESSAG NG | NTERFACE FOR
PROTECTED DI G TAL QUTPUTS An apparatus and net hod for
determi ning and di splaying status nessages relating
to protected digital content control informtion
conveyed bet""?e')u?sq RRWTHE DERYML.OSURED a

recei ving devi c& capabl € ol _estapblTshing a secured
comuni cati on channel through the use of protected

i nput/out put ports. The status nessages can be
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a transmtting device or an on-screen display of a
recei ving device. The nethod of the invention can
reduce potential confusion and frustration for the
user, who m ght otherw se _suspect an equi pnent
mal 05t |1’dhapnaéaéleﬁ andrigethed fps dgleggining @W%Sﬁ%%r?tﬁﬁls messages
and costly support calls.
relating to protected digital content control information conveyed between a transmitting

device, and a receiving device capable of establishing a secured communication channel,
through the use of protected input/output ports. The status messages can be presented to
the user through a plurality of implementations, including a display control panel of a
transmitting device or an on-screen display of a receiving device. The method of the
invention can reduce potential confusion and frustration for the user, who might otherwise
suspect an equipment malfunction, resulting in needless, time consuming, and costly

support calls.
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