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(57) Abstract: A system, apparatus, and method for providing and using a 
payment account or payment device identifier when conducting a transac­
tion. The bank identification number (BIN) is decoupled from the primary 
account number (PAN) or other form of device identifier when generating 
the payment account or payment device identifier. The payment account or 
payment device identifier is used to access information regarding the issuer, 
with that information being used to route a transaction authorization request 
message to the appropriate entity. 
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