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"Met hod and system for booking travel products online
on the basis of up-to-date availability data displ ayed

wo@moa/1seps based client interface" FlIELD OF THEPCT/EP2008/057118

I NVENTI ON The present inventi?n rel ates generally to
onl i ne checki ng and booki ng of travel products and
services and nore specifically refers to a system and
a method to display only those of the products and
services that are still actually avail able at booking
time in order to expedite the travel transactions
initiated by renote end-users of online travel service
provi ders. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON Onli ne travel
service providers are now depl oyi ng very sophisticated
web sites in an attenpt to attract nore custoners by
greatly facilitating the process of checking or
booki ng or saving a travel product such as a hotel
roomor a rental car. The nost el aborated of these web
sites manage to forward to their end-users maps of the
area where travel products of interest are |ocated. In
practice, upon receiving specific requests issued from
the end-users, server(s) of the web site respond by
putting together and forwarding correspondi ng web
pages to the client software applications, i.e., the
webbrowsers or navigators running on any form of
personal conputer or conputerized device owned by the

end- uséMethorhare syetenp fyyesoakdng femelnpiosucis @rinenon ke basis of

RSP HBR Sy Flanlh P ShRREN S Ml GofiEicstBrece ' °

(2-di nensional) maps of a particul ar geographic area

of interest are forwarded which are very convenient to

hel p end-user maki ng a choi ce. Hence, end-user can

view, e.g., part of a town where he/she would like to

book a hotel room 1cons pinpoint precisely all hotel

| ocations of the displayed area and, by clicking on

the correspondi ng i cons, he/she can obtain nore

i nfor nEtE@QFnTHEdI\MHhé'EICH\di travel pr oduct . For hot el

r oons raII des a SR cture the .
ot el , T0Rreait Ry SAleS SRDRETY i Betitpoking &% booking
ef ﬁb@élcpﬂ@duétsgand EeniddsPard snorel Hdtiftlafy irefess a1@ $y@téh and a

touri st
method to display only those of the products and services that are still actually

available at booking time in order to expedite the travel transactions initiated by

remote end-users of online travel service providers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Online travel service providers are now deploying very sophisticated

web sites in an attempt to attract more customers by greatly facilitating the
process of checking or booking or saving a travel product such as a hotel room
or a rental car. The most elaborated of these web sites manage to forward to
their end-users maps of the area where travel products of interest are located.
In practice, upon receiving specific requests issued from the end-users,
server(s) of the web site respond by putting together and forwarding

corresponding web pages to the client software applications, i.e., the web
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attractions, along wwth the type of roons and the
range of prices. Also, a link to book the roomis

w@emsiisieas whi ch, if clicked, will redirect thePenaPusg057118

to an independent online bookpng application possibly
run by a third party hotel chain or travel service
brcrymecn@r or | mavlgetoamwrw@n@n veny iaret wf igersenals computer or

CRNPLR-E B BRppdTS) S8 o (Rt ThySe 8% Baod plspin mas

6n” thhotr’f@floéétﬂm@ ontﬁéU%vel\l\fprd&mdtS? dre 5I@@Vl@/\/\ﬂ‘m@tfkeos in their
the actual current booking status of the travel

pRYERITIeNe/ Birically, | taditiewdledDi (2-dimersieonaly mapseof a particular
BBGHAERIC Afetlop Raked Y HRRSReR! HARNCHY JbR>cqlldhient to help

I on or ornmati on-u
end-@isennrakiMy & €hoick. bl@hbe oénd-beemcarviidad elgnf pamraﬂf adown where

not CengFal nl need to 'ge frequent| updat ed .or

d .
ipehecould ke Pabapksa, NalebreaBsdsait RN PEGisRlgsall hotel
Fo%aﬁ?h%to? tRE th[BI% §tare§t&')d dﬂ?chm%rﬂ%é’%ﬁegg?@ﬁﬁﬁq icons,

aval ilitres an corresp on es IS 0SsSi
befcshgi can abtain imere Im‘onnmttmfn oo theeseﬂenteddraamlmmluaif For hotel
cer in cate ffer

hat f i d
(PRREs Pl 9eBir Ay FRBeR ot B cinghl B Bolel, BexfpligyAoaress.
Fl%ﬁe ‘h%?nb’é?@%rﬂ%@%dé@r‘@%tﬁ) hFPpér‘F@ tpaihest&fiortid8nd local tourist

ravel service provider cordingly, there is a need
atraciory.saleng avith hentype &l rooms andothiedesge s paiceaaflso, a link to

BBk W by e bR E P of R Pl R R AR E erger to an

midepBhd et émm\eebod@ﬁ% EIldHtl@Wpd:ﬁ&bl)‘B r@xpgct ihirg gty howdl chain
a travel product to SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The

QFEQ\éﬁtseirYi%ﬁfQ\ﬁ‘ﬁerrreets the above need and describes a
et hOd % ?eé?’hs %?gku'sﬁﬂﬂq{ faﬁl@VWe\'}érar‘ﬁ@etm% an important
rom a er over

produc avel rvice provi operatin
mnmi&ﬂtv@mecwt@nooﬁmy endqisat of @atsdvedrsite singTg toubook@ r@om, or

Aab GRSl PG Wi o o el B ek it booking
SBiL1 SENENSuct DRl HOne AR08 bIEARS B nfommation
displayedthbyotnosaditedicogtains ehiynstationnfofmation or, at best information
updated once in a while. If part of the provided information does not certainly
need to be frequently updated or updated at all (address, room descriptions,
distances to points of interest, etc) the remaining part on room availabilities and
corresponding prices is possibly changing any time. It is of no use to the end-
user of knowing that a certain category of rooms is offered at a certain price in a
hotel if anyway they are already sold out when he/she connects to the site of
the travel service provider.

Accordingly, there is a need for a system and a method that provides
the actual availability of travel products when they appear on the map of the
geographic area from where end-user of an online travel service provider is

expecting to find a travel product to book.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention meets the above need and describes a method for
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geographic area at the travel application; -
determ ning what travel products are potentially

war@shsfzk® i n the defined geographic area; - peCT/EPZPOS/057118

together a map of the geographic area; further
i ncluding the step of: - enbedding in the map the .
poeking arisclgcking: opstayind &avg! aragducishimem reatrevel service provider

S i eyi fr . I t _one server
Bepakib & er A ReM AR b BRI B Bhe B &R Hlng 2 rave
applidatibh etHe auedl appRdatdrs delivdring ta-isiefddnidterface web pages to
geographic area; - fetching froma global distribution
ayleeshppeokent arplicatiaRs.dhednelbiog: sampasingehgatteps inafestination

ail abl e travel products wthin the defined

geographic area; - nerging the map, the static data
and the .real-tinme data in g map-based interf.ace "
page SR A BTG PR Aedieihaptnefark RFdiAG o Manition of

cl i gadgraphld #rabiRthd awleihpgtieddsh;t he request. -
proceedi ng on client side wth booking, checking or

savi pgttniPng What f8veIrG¥alicRr Ausbenaally Boasste Sn the defined

its location“on the nmap, contents of the static data
andgeoegrephicsarefi; real -time data. It is therefore an

object of the present invention to display on a

mapbastithg togetHferce nadp af theagedgrabhenareso funteereincluding the step
appilnr#’_cation up-to-date data, retrieved in real tine

froma GDS, to ease checking, saving or booking of the

of fered travel products. Further 8?b1‘jects, features_and

advafiRrading inHeepMmapehte PAGERDS oI e PeErdaty available travel

app .0 the ones skilled in the art upon
exaﬁfoﬁ]gjtkltstbn of the follow ng description in reference

addi (ORI TR S Bt sy b A ahBHE LR dalficcbponding
DES{RIHZT Ipobé rithally HivMROMY Mezel products within the defined geographic

area,

- fetching from a global distribution system (GDS) real-time data related to
the potentially available travel products within the defined geographic area;

- merging the map, the static data and the real-time data in a map-based
interface web page;

- forwarding said web page in response to the client application having
issued the request.

- proceeding on client side with booking, checking or saving of one of the
travel products on the basis of its location on the map, contents of the static
data and contents of real-time data.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to display on a map-
based interface of a travel client software application up-to-date data, retrieved
in real time from a GDS, to ease checking, saving or booking of the offered
travel products.

Further objects, features and advantages of the present invention will
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FIGURE 1 shows a GUJ, including a 3D map, of the kind
considered by the invention. FIGURE 2 illustrates the

we@ewsnsizeent i n which invention is best operated/BAPZHOR057118

QU wi dget which, according tg the invention, includes
up-to-date avail abl lity data to expedite book| ng of
beese appamrvite thepmeREkified lirbthe art tpow exparinatisn ¢fbe following

BpSaiieh hratEbd? i e 8a PRty g kit S Prended that any

d@@iﬂbhﬂtémméc?ésftﬁa indYAIYratd igttRy.s to the
acconpanyi ng drawi ngs. In the present invention, a

travel pRipAWHS RPN SF FAE DRAJUNGSr service that
can beTl—_dWWer_.rhus, travel

blodBE: § shows @l @tld, inetudingteaBPemip, lobttee kirgbepnsidated by the
car tghow seat, theatre seat, concert seat, event
gy Sp Truseum ticket etc. In the present invention,

FIGURE ziamtr@céﬁamm\fl@rnn@mwmumnﬁenadﬁr@@ést(d;ﬂécaﬁed and a
Gﬁfhone nunber, anenities (143), user rating

lowigget avhich, aﬁ@qmg@gsi@olm invientias: Ngludes H@ tensigte availability

t.ur the rental car agent
g?%otp %ﬁ%m%)ggtgh or t'tbsfefhreo(br#ﬁgeum provi di ng the
FIGYRE prsivowd a flow térarpoe e tstepsy ohthe methedl fot ibweking travel

data may conprise updated availability and actual
Uckhl e prices (142, 146) of the travel product.

Real tinme data may al so _conpri se program and speci al
event BPET D IRTIOM| ates to show theatre or
event pgat follg(/vnﬁgJ (?é’tg]léd Cé@écqp}—gﬁ {h%wlﬂ\geqtlon refers to the

descri ption f % heSi nven

abmmpahylmgtviedxwmgeducts relate to hotel roons. Figure
1 shows a GUJI (graphical user |nterfac wi ndow ( 100
as di s Hife@esFheBVninns ¢t draye! prpdurd &Eﬁ!@”%ﬁ%u%spr duct or

RS BB TR i bV SRR s mey
telate for instance to hotel room, rental car, show seat, theatre seat, concert
seat, event seat, museum ticket etc.

In the present invention, static data comprise for example name,
address (141), phone number, amenities (143), user rating information,
language spoken, industry rating and picture (145) of the hotel or of the rental
car agent or of the theatre or of the museum providing the travel product.

In the present invention, real-time data may comprise updated
availability and actual available prices (142, 146) of the travel product. Real-
time data may also comprise program and special event if travel product relates
to show, theatre or event seat, or museum ticket.

The following description provides an example of the invention wherein
travel products relate to hotel rooms.

Figure 1 shows a GUI (graphical user interface) window (100) as
displayed by web browsers of online applications including a 3D map (160) of
the kind considered by the invention. The specific travel products looked for by
the end-user of an online travel service provider are then displayed over the
map (160). This is achieved by the software application run on the web server
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t he end-user of an online travel service provider are
then di spl ayed over the map ( 160). This is achieved

whyooshss2sdf t ware application run on the web  PCT/EP2008/057118

serverpossibly in cooperationgwith any third-party
speci al i zed mappi ng software. The nmap covers a
|@@€gblaph|Qooaeé%tloaswdbfanyetdmlrﬂrpartyesmmallz@@lrma@gtﬂl@ssoftware The

BBty b qsbaP T 3o o R o e Pl R8T i dyer 16015

gehérafly dehtared dredeladefressron géog@pthoéﬁddm eBGviged ub@he initial
anyt hi ng rangi ng fromthe nane countr

Fasimest Witham grtined I%}/%@émgrafa@t@gsAer%spC@ba@ arg |ng ranging

tra t The

@Bﬁfeﬁt rlq%r‘?\g of iegg/ éaéduﬂﬂ?{é éE)JYm %I Hw(aq*licl)%;&)stal address, a zip
b@d@maenrpdrtba tedin ctatipna gbe. em@ump‘r(itm)lomrltdmtly cnspaapéce on the
mretrav% roduct | ooked Ythe end-user is a

YNy @fm@ym ¢ & tq'@%ﬁ%y@ iding @ PIGVIQYSi MEPt he
five h tlﬂﬂie RS
are al @W'?é‘g Vﬁésrte Q}e‘?%r?ggﬁ Ibe owﬂfi‘?g%t\t\]ﬁe re user is a
hh@y roam, Bvei ndimbededhlitgnss €1 Ht pidpsimt tthat fivee dnotqjsarfoew in the
é be further, requested

RDiavee atbar Pl ThETSs Bl bisodked i BS: S8 63 Ve om where

tH‘e‘Vbefnelﬁé ﬁﬁﬁ\ﬂ&bé‘l@/ §élé§lteﬂ' Sethat bﬂé&hﬁpﬁs@?ﬁ“&?n Qé‘ ftﬁﬁﬂ%r%ﬁuested
is’shown or renoved. lcons are all individ

60 cUabn selrstionzaf agjyep-travahipredyet Ainme dne nm lp(hx £120), the icon

Iser B i DR EPRLSRALEP BT S B ST dsmoved. toons

£c4Q)| |abs/¢dUaﬂ1§/e$é|@ctab@ 86 thanadpep-upraindevpepeaird vath all the
after clicking on the corresponding i con or just

B@%%ﬁ?@éyltnfq)rénfﬁ'%rreﬁgfdj%ew%l%‘P'@@teﬁoﬁcﬁ‘ﬁ'at epending on the
SRR bl PRDaD IOD 4 3ty IS SR, B e

elbrh@n aftérmclickires oht thewcolgesponainauiicts, oajust urddaese it is a Spring-
ssed i 2, all the necessa i nf ormation
Eaa B GBl0gurar 1t FtomaticdNepOrs CRx BB Cor s oR HIQUaR Over the
B8 correspondl ng hotel roomif end-user decides to
proceed. Figure 2 conprises a |larger view of the
exenpl Whichdwgstandetd)GU| tgohaijcee iswsedt focobtajm tmsuae]gult widget

PRI R B ratiSc R T ek bt 21 P dlecEp g bmation and
Qfdbﬁl@%olg%.g\@'ﬂuttbﬂsﬁ'téFé)@)\édlte booking of the corresponding hotel
room if end-user decides to proceed.

Figure 2 comprises a larger view of the exemplary widget (140)
displayed over the map (160) when a particular icon (110) is selected. On top of
the standard static information a travel service provider may want to display
information to advertise its products (e.g., marketing text, small picture of the
hotel, address, telephone numbers, etc). A widget according to the invention
shows what the current actual availability of the travel product is. Hence, in this
widget used to illustrate the invention, the lowest fare for a room still currently
available in selected hotel is displayed (142). End-user of the travel application,
being sure of the availability of the travel product he/she interested in, can thus
proceed immediately to the booking (144).
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information to advertise its products (e.g., marketing
text, small picture of the hotel, address, tel ephone

wouBasR4s et c). A widget according to the inveptT/BP2008/057118

shows what the current actual gavailability of the

travel _product is. Hence, in this wdget used to
i | | ust Tataghiave ﬁhﬂmqweo@bjeclm fhenentity fraaragiog tlae beoking of the

i el oyt R s Freed B 4fonid Lmeproement is

?émé@xllﬁ peeforhed g @@oﬂ tabifewtgiolodl distEbtiticy Qi/sthrQOKGDS s), such
e/ she_interested in, can thus proceed i medi ate

en AMPBBRUSy 3 wadg-wige é@ﬁ\('@ﬁ/@rq\’r'ﬁerd‘@b%? ts@y@drﬂqi%% IQ@ behalf of
ws'tbh%mgggﬁ&g?ﬁggngn t&o@rﬂ?aﬁ% 5\@%# Bﬁ\fﬁé RV ﬁé@u?tg GDS'’s

e cons Inrea manage

(ZE30riadey vosr fangmrdlmyleozrtﬁnptﬁtlrtgﬁenﬂ&WOghg)hebources to serve the
dlstrl&‘jtlons terrs such as A

(GDS's), S, a
W@Y‘P dOGHEe 'Qeﬁ‘ raoqﬁYdErd)ab/c?r WeRls quﬁr%gﬁdﬂéw% and keep
gilfmﬂg)ut% F%t?(?b%pr 3232?6\91%%)52 aé-tv'agié‘%lggle ,%\'f/‘fg,%?vg tr)?/half of their
blaaergelrr erdablte pmqa$s| egdarser steguiests. r ediirreseutaes are made

serve.the tra [ ustr n_a 24-hour.a.,day .7-day a .

StasSndortal QvardEgiod iteBaf 8, fatibiktintar w2 3nd pubii

ﬁé&ﬂﬁ@%méﬁﬁgkh@ﬂnt@méﬁmeyaﬂé@&l lthé ig?$ine QFaQ/eI 88rvice provider
behal f of their client in order tO process end- user

pelljne dtayel pBluces Biarcwebasitesni@de) geoealwrips interrogate GDS (212)

BBt SRl et v yBr FROTRPL P o Bl igets during
bheeseidn (214)r @stablistriov betvadro el efaverlsbitivard rappetation and the
roducts fromweb sites (240) can always interrogate

L LHYNYAT t RBi ENEHSPAl Py o228 prtgn wARheQiger - computer-like
- 2 i ;
FA Rl Ol ScRCASY PirstdBighel b (98] Clpai o

epmiedtiagi taedlrﬁdﬂaebrmemwngﬁrsuﬁfg:l@ﬂ elmmlajysenapab]htles (224).
220) or ont%gla ther co uter-1l.ike co nicati.o

¥R Iléy §U§h°’ YPERdgAA p(ﬁaﬁ'f‘gd'ﬂ the widgel s CPW)@ from the web
gﬁﬂﬁp Sa%bagegég gé‘t%apa Ielt r‘tflr{é@%fzgét oBBski Bﬁé(lly“%pd%%d when

I clent Typl ca
eeeeSscary rDorthaicootragppealrimg datatdvg. \mumgmt rocsmcmraulagilities and

the web server. ( ight be .. .
Bt 0AL Pifer e BAT LA iR RacEuRdRs SRR AR fbrahg! Sntity in
ERgeldffRaRyidg tife @ookﬁ@'b‘fﬂr@tré@@'ﬁr@&%tbabl lities and
actual prices, are dynamcally fetched fromthe GDS or
from a@ptlgmaﬂyf when wseriig connecting to the web site of the travel service
provider position of the initial map can be automatically derived from any
position-aware device imbedded or connected to any of the end-user

communication devices (220, 222) such as a GPS (global positioning system).

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of the actions taken place over a network between
the web server on which travel application is running; the computer-like and
communication device(s) running the client side application of the web session
initiated by an end-user of the travel application; and the GDS aimed at
providing in real-time to the web server up-to-date availability and price data
corresponding to the travel products the end-user is looking for.

End-user performs the initial request after he/she has connected to an
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charge of managi ng the booking of the travel products.
Optionally, when user is connecting to the web site of

wo bmstisaavel service provider position of the iPCT/ERL008/057118

map can be autonmatically deriyed from any
position-aware devi ce inbedded or connected to any of
ohlinewebdeyiel eppiigatioodor he plewiose ©f (cﬁggkmgpg)bogﬁm aparticular

R orbUei® st Ll BRI AER Jukiiiepmchisty (S0 includes a

gesyrephidc lbeatish frofT Waerd prodiict loriseared ipRbéctad itebel Gelivered.
runni ng; the conputer-1like and conmuni cati on device(s)

Beraragie lacatipndneniered ipihe erdusar ef thenappligtioa s explained

innli-'I@E at ed by an end-user of the travel application;
he GDS ained at providing in real-tine to the web

ser ver Aligriativelgt eerdiraséralpani the dookipgi e tatel products in the
corresponding to the travel products the end-user

9%%9(’]39 ic; gea \Eh%reu@%rls ﬁHFPBWTQrQQ%‘t I tmsapasreecﬁg)@gqllnates of the
&Rt IB@ét%he?m%eﬁ)gﬁBﬁQ@?Qeﬁ%@Wg Elfb‘r?]ré ? C%O%‘kdreklce imbedded

app icatiton for t ose
paconmeadted to rthafebrrmmlmm@ttomdewee\fnom wmcrgwebasemm is initiated.
ncl udes .a

E828tanbiE moBiongt B BBRinse gins bRvaIse Gsadfidi Bichg derived

ﬁ@nﬁ@fHéfQ!éiﬁbesGﬁl@eQraaﬁélhﬂar‘ BR8AHE VY Io‘éaﬁﬁé Qfeﬂdfr@M \‘NHR:h wireless
end-user of the application as_expl ai ned

pometuigatipss\are sloneydf e@@nuserePCd@mongec@d tOraaV/\élFl spot, e.g.,

B GUURHE sib be CERIABRE vt T8 PECSR il gl BBehds on the

%@@aéﬂ EYUesn idstiedpby analend-wissri T (R§5Shvbivena avhol&duntry, a
evi ce i nbedded or connected to the conmuni cati on

BiBiReEt 9T @iy AFTRRH| "\ﬂé\(ﬁ‘ §€053| on is initiated. Geographic
positig ?,:8f é}rh‘&e BBEsICR afﬂe%"@l tB”ﬁﬁ' '%Ielo server (240)

i npl i ci erive evice
bbmﬂmgathd traael egphrﬂeitlbnfwbrdebrcfesﬂandir@smust determine all the

fova wad cporoalgh’ aTareait Bﬁﬁt‘égéari’ag 5 &R (12). Trave

FE0RAEN <P b o0l ABkst Bhg b SRSALSL BT il
dlsplayven &ndhedes sooeen Mmmas 6ot gxamplet shawreiin flGa1 sﬂfalthis end,
Erg\mh%owstlé@%@gﬁs ?‘g 4lat)erroga[ 3 ueegct)ncl:esrné ‘GBS %365 on t% actual
availability and price (142, 146) of the available travel products within the area.
Static data (141, 143, 145) are retrieved from the database(s) (242) where they
are locally stored (324). Building of the web page (100) also include preparing a
map (160) for the scale and geographic location requested in the request and
including all the travel products available in the displayed area (322). Map is
possibly a 3D map as shown in FIG. 1, and is generally obtained in cooperation
with any specialized third-party mapping service commercially available. Once
real-time data, static data and map are obtained they are merged in the web
page being built (330). When done, the web page is returned to the end-user
(340). It thus contains not only the static information describing the travel
product but also its current availability so that end-user can make immediately

an informed decision and proceeds with the booking (342) of any of the travel
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must determne all the travel products potentially

war@shisfzh® i n the geographic area (31 2). TravetT/EP2008/057118

application prepares a web page including any form of
map that will typically display on end-user screen
pregtiuctsshe/she offergd.e shown in FIG 1. To this end,

A L T

dde3epientiPeo QN@lfét@hlr? éﬁt@\ea*eaptlméuéat% Wutthien ér’ﬂ? tﬁ’é geatic data
Static data (141 , are retrieved from

eerresRasing tc(MGW@&C‘H%@‘J}OFM@CP@(YQIW@A“Wt'tﬂ’SeQ?G{rBQ@Cked are
Fé{hé@é{ﬂg@&gf ags.d 100) also include preparing
or

e sca € and geographic | ocation

r equesY\en thetuser irdicetes aanaleartbfoudinnts @ouetheitheasiethe travel
Sroducts avai | a rFEI e in the displ a ed area (322

WICE Wpcategindals A$adRBwRE; req 10 preFass tb@rq@etgppyor only

ﬂ)%t rd- pg)r?ﬁhﬁg%%ﬁ%gﬁg r v%%éea%%%r ci g'ﬁ%‘ E%L‘IC Sb hat have been

Seleetede dly- thereuskat throsght it r@a]uasarrdaymtp:e atr(msmlnred néat further
t he are merged in the web page being built (330).
W‘Pé% BHe, the web page is returned to the end-user

(340) . Thé nidpipasenirmémscest th@rbrléséﬁtelnﬁérﬁdrﬁmay include elther 3D
i nformation describing the travel product but "also it

aenaledewavarPatiewsty so that end-user can nake

pooki ng e 44 ioh L% SBHoFRIO R ar Ffe SEERREMAR Sult Ss hote

of t&rredtal Ineartdargiverulbastienixogionest traih Reatiapisr foenataride).
the static data is performed subsequently to the

f et chi fAiguBhet fratureadt themgvaalien retateshier thedpessikilfy for a user to

Bpdk hfar2g 8RR Btie® | Ol the BOBRIG| Sossiin

t Ee seEwarngf&bes@od\Mennt tthelu?wrtuanndompltlees andaviag dlrection
t

leieotiat srehies 1BReisclh e pEovidr o bdhang RITREUGS ke reach a

l&%ﬂ@ﬁzoo%s@@ﬁd’m? hg 4 Eé'le@!edptrré\%i?rtéﬂ E@F i utrﬁose an origin

specific types of travel product ave
oehban atidhpetprovidsdrto tihe epglhcatltoﬂ Tbgueigin Imagtlcme may correspond

R R 00 Bt T S o D38 By v rom
8By position-aware device. In this case the current location is preferably
automatically regarded as the origin location.

The destination location is provided by the user when selecting an icon
on the map or a travel product on the list box or when activating a graphic tool
(e.g. button) associated with a travel product.

While the description includes exemplary embodiments, other
embodiments are possible, and changes may be made to the embodiments
described without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
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aerial -views of 2D views. The invention al so enabl es
to display cross sell products such as hotel or car

WO enBaks2zmear to a given | ocation (airport or tPEI/RP2008/057118

stations for instance). A furgher feature of the
invention relates to the possibility for a user to

book- %Aﬁwcﬁfﬂm Sa,nd to retrieve it outside of
t he bcn)%'{;'i‘n'g—S'ESHTm.—J‘rf a specific enbodi ment, the

i nvention conprises a driving direction feature that
énébhmethadhdorubeoking drechecingied savirtg thavel pgpducts from a travel

directions to reach a | ocatipn co pondi ng t.o. a

Sl b ieroateiafit huie? G heRharkelZi ) B coBphSB gt jeast one
s@&at i(240)Mphirkea Rfel @pglicRionh ehardlecabpiRatiod tRlivering map-
origin |location may correspond to the current |ocation
besethteriace wrbrpagesdo@tilgast anecalienbapelinatioas §a20)v e method,

i L4 10n- devi.ce. In thi h
AR BB B BITU S ol ot s oo e e
o ot d PrusSEkotu el ArEe i (A2 aSTERS R Etion of
or gedgFaat apéangsew)g Rhd fravéliapplibamorer when activating

a graphic tool button) associated with a travel

Pr odyCiermifitig g\{rtdﬂecréife?gjgb@ﬁétgrhrbnﬁétéﬁﬁﬁlyﬁﬁgm%% the defined

enbodi nent s, er enbodi nents are possi
chayepgsaphig abea (31d); t o t he enbodi nents descri bed
wi t hout departing fromthe spirit and scope of the

I nv-gutiiran todeierl SmEAINVED geBgrabhidaret; ithdranclbdimlgi thg step of:
or checking or saving travel products froma travel

servefdedtRy fethe@nasptthedpeyigond dietheopbteh®d) Amaflable travel
risi ngaat | east one server (240) running a travel

conp

appirPeeetpdd22k he travel application delivering

mapbased i nterface web pages to at | east one client

appl ietrigving dron? 20) easthenareerved  datalpgad §247) sthtc slaépg141, 143,

0 PRI EBOR 16,58 S BT BT odl 8 M e
geqfiaRligecarshic 3R ()t he travel application; -

determ ning what travel products are potentially

avai lefpify FrBnt BQIS8H ISRLUERYSPRBHT (BDEF réSkirde 'data (142, 146)
related to the potentially available travel products within the defined

geographic area (326);

- merging the map, the static data and the real-time data in a map-based
interface web page (100, 330);

- forwarding said web page (100, 330) in response to the client application

having issued the request (340).

2. Method according to claim 1 comprising the further step of proceeding on
client side with booking, checking or saving of one of the travel products on the
basis of its location on the map, contents of the static data and contents of real-
time data (342).

3. Method of claim 1 wherein only the travel products which are actually
available are displayed on the map-based interface web page (100).
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- putting together a map of the geographic area;
further including the step of: - enbedding in the nmap

wo bespsRitt i ons of the potentially avail abl e treeBEP2008/057118

products (322); - retrieving fyomat |east one server
dat abase (242) static data (141 , 143, 145) .
dofm hespethat i claimt havhsoeisrine aebyestweonprises a salestion of types of

roduct i_t.hin the defjined geographic ea, (324) ;.. -
Rapelihiustoancs ddtisa chPSfed SOSh ARl hotbe Hetgisihation of trave
beRluctd MRatdare HdwAtialyd @vailgblat eflyt @ohbérmotrentl dréduct types
avai | abl e trave Eroducts within the defined

pedaind)shiocsadd ealec8o®) ; - nmerging the map, the static
data and the real-tine data in a map-based interface
bebhe agethod DIE|aiB30 Lomprismahediteg of predueitg patjsplay of the web

498, D) SRR SRt Lo ooplcatton havino
o 2 S 3ETR BB bl R RS g o
: E%EH fEEhaB! PléUsthic 88tal 1R BRSleBI-Bind ddtg! Ocation on

e map, contents of the static data and contents of

R Pk s Tt 1 v

only the are ac y avail abl e

To6) St SHRE S laT B BR5 B PRt TSEmiRAL ARG cisplayed

comguR&sedushebRehé atapof1 10ypes of travel products to
be booked, checked or saved, and the determnm nation of

travel products that are potentially available only . ,

Bohbemethed ffdlaigy badhereinyihe dejipition; ¢fi ;gepgraphigarea is derived
hQRAnE - of claim1 conprising the

EtstﬁggPQ@Pg l%?rgt&%ﬁ@?&y of the web page ( 100,

330) on client side and wherein: - the displ ayed

7r dhelmethodueit daiar @ Whereadthenmapthasedbimkerface2dcludes 3D aerial-

di spl ayed al.ong with the ma e static data and the

Vs R oRIRET oPbOBREE EREN OBl oduct s of sard Iist (

100) are sel ected,

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the travel product is a hotel room (240), or a

show seat, or a theatre seat, or an event seat, or a rental car.

9. The method of claim 4 wherein the real-time data comprise actual availability
data or actual prices (142, 146) regarding hotel room or show seat, or theatre

seat, or event seat, or car rental.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the static data and the real-time data
corresponding to a specific travel product are displayed in a widget that pops up
when the user clicks or brings a cursor over an icon of the map representing

said specific travel related product.

11. A system for booking travel products from a travel service provider
operating over a network (210) including communications means with at least a

client application (220), the system comprising:

- a web server (240) including computing resources and providing access to
at least one data base (242) and to a GDS (230);



- said selected travel products are further conpared
and/ or di splayed sinultaneously on the map ( 1 10). 6

w0 200853t hod of claim 1 wherein the definiti oPCDEP®08/057118
geographic area is derived frgma position-aware
device (305). 7 . The method of claim1l wherein the
map-daeepuiert Rrogere praducidiieresiDon ér ieddabenstosage rredium of the

o o S PEPRER SR isng Fbauley redd8p TS péing for causing

(24)eastlore &brApLREAD ,op@'?at@ thBeagthedsieARbookihgaravey pRdducts on
seat, or a rental car. . The method of claim4

whdbeibasisef ﬁemaprbaﬁ@ddmt%rfwrmql%n&m@rdate data according to
avaé ly?)dé bft}ﬁedﬁél%so’r 6t ual prices (142, 146)

regardi ng hot roomor show seat, or theatre seat, or
event seat, or car rental. 10. The met hod of cIa|n11
wherein the static data and the real -time data
corresponding to a specific travel product are

di spl ayed in a w dget that pops up when the user
clicks or brings a cursor over an icon of the nmap
representing said specific travel related product. 11.
A system for booking travel products froma travel
service provider operating over a network (21 0)

i ncl udi ng conmuni cati ons neans wth at |east a client
application (220), the systemconprising: - a web
server (240) including conputing resources and

provi ding access to at | east one data base (242) and
to a GDS (230);- a conputer program product stored on
a readabl e storage nmedi um of the conputing resources
conpri sing conputer readabl e code neans for causing at
| east one conputer to operate the nmethod for booking
travel products on the basis of a map-based interface
i ncludi ng up-to-date data according to any one of the
clainms 1 to 9 .



