A cannulﬁ I|ng shiel d assenbly conprises a cannula assenbly including a
cannul’a aV|ng a proximal end, a distal end and a’l unmen therethrough. A hub
haV|ng an open proxi mal end and a distal end is joined to the proximal end
of the cannula so that the lumen is in fluid comunication with the open
proxi mal end of:- the hub. A shield includes an open proxi mal end, an open
distal end and a si de WANNURIASEAMNG SHIEDDASSEMEISBS. The shield is
renovably connected to the cannula asse y so that the distal end of the
cannula is contained within the recess. A seal plug includes a proxinmal end
and a distal end. The seal plug has a distal position wherein the seal plug
projects distally outwardly fromthABSIRACTend of the shield for

t el escopi ng novenent fromthe distal position to a proxinmal position. The
seal plug including structure for sealing the cannula to prevent '

unpressuri zed fl ui nlc I on tween the | unen and h,e exterior of the
shi el Y when t fic"a0BYp ssﬁqﬁug 1 ypmwm? a;?&%'iﬁ# gfvembly Inciading 2 cannila

having a proximal end, a distal end and a lumen therethrough. A hub having an open proximal

end and a distal end is joined to the proximal end of the cannula so that the lumen is in fluid
communication with the open proximal end of the hub. A shield includes an open proximal
end, an open distal end and a side wall therebetween defining a recess. The shield is removably
10 connected to the cannula assembly so that the distal end of the cannula is contained within the
recess. A seal plug includes a proximal end and a distal end. The seal plug has a distal
position wherein the seal plug projects distally outwardly from the distal end of the shield for
telescoping movement from the distal position to a proximal position. The seal plug including
structure for sealing the. cannula to prevent unpressurized fluid communication between the

15  lumen and the exterior of the shield when the seal plug is in the proximal position.
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