THERAPEUTI C, PROPHYLACTI C AND DI AGNOSTI C AGENTS FOR HEPATITIS B Abstract
The present invention provides regulation of expression of toll-Ilike
receptors by the hepatitis B (HBV) pre-core protein, or its extracellul ar
expression product the hepatitis B E antigen (HbeAg). Conmpounds reful ating
such expression have use in the treatnment and prophylaxis of HBV infection
in animal. The invention also provides nethods for diagnosing HBV and
agents useful in diagnostic protocols. The present invention further
cont enpl ates nethods for nonitoring dir&ase states in humans and ot her
ani mal species, including animal nodels, and providing an indication of
the subject for infection by HBV, or developnent of other diseased states.
(no figure to acconpany abstract)
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The present invention provides regulation of expression of toll-like receptors by the
hepatitis B (HBV) pre-core protein, or its extracellular expression product the hepatitis B E
antigen (HbeAg). Compounds refulating such expression have use in the treatment and
prophylaxis of HBV infection in animal. The invention also provides methods for
diagnosing HBV and agents useful in diagnostic protocols. The present invention further
contemplates methods for monitoring disease states in humans and other animal species,
including animal models, and providing an indication of the subject for infection by HBV, or

development of other diseased states.
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