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OVED PROMOTIO CIA )
MACHINE METHOD

Al ' 10
Field of the Invention |
| The present invention relates to promotional financial transaction machine
methods wherein a patron’s executed transaction at a financial transaction machine is
evaluated to determine whether it qualifies to resultin a pfomotional receipt being

generated to the patron.

Discussion of the Re!atgd Art

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional financial services
distribution system utilizing a.ﬁnancial transaction machine (“FTM™). Common
examples of financial transaction machines are automated teller machines (“ATM’s”) and
point of sale terminals. Fig. 1 shows a plurality of FTM machines 10, each coupled to a
central FTM host terminal driver systeni 20. The host terminal driver system 20 includes
a terminal hé.ndler fortion 21 for interfacing With the respective FTM machines as well a
processor interface portion 22 for interfacing with electronic funds transfer authorizing
network 30 (hereinafter EFT authorizing network). The EFT authorizing network 30
includes a network switch 31, an issuer hdst terminal 32 and an issuer data base 33. The
host terminal driver system 20 is programmed to ﬁerform a number of financial services
distribution functions such as analyzing and processing transaction requests input by a

patron at one of the financial transaction machines 10. The host terminal driver system -
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20 stores information about these transaction requests locally and generates further

'_ requests which are communicated with, for example, the patron’s bank through the
* metwork switch 31. Such a financial services distribution system can be used for standard

| ATM network functions such as withdrawal, deposit, and inquiry of account funds. This

distribution system can also b¢ used for point-o.f-i.sal'e transaction handling.
| The use of such ﬁnancial transaction mébhines has increased dramatically over the -
last decade. Patrons enj_oy_ the 24-hour, seven days a week convenience of such
machines. Despite the immense popularity and widespread use of such machines, there
has been little if any interactive targeted promotional activity developed by financial
service providers and/or merchants to entice patrons to perform particular traﬁsaction
types at these machines. Such interactive targeted promotion_s for financial transaction

machines can increase transaction volume for a given machine, add consumer value to

offseta surcharge fee, strengthen a business partnership between a service provider and a

merchant, and also create consumer and merchant gxcitement.

The distribution arrangement desc_ribed by thé foregoing discussion is a mature
system and supports well defined processing and performance standards. Any attémpt to
add interactive ;argeted promotion comppnents w1th1n this exisﬁng transaction processing
flow would require re—certiﬁcaﬁon of EFT network participation. As a result, network
deployer’s and financial service providers are reluctant to disturb this processing under
any circumstances. Moreover, organizétions that deploy éuch financial ﬁénsmﬁon
machine arrangements have limited resources to devote to non-core application
development. As aresult, these organizations are reluctant to §ommit their qualified

technical personnel experiehced in EFT systems to non-core, non-priority projects.
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Accordingly, the present invention is directed to an improved promotional
financial transaction machine method that substahtially obviates any problems due to
limitations and disadvantages of the related art.

An object of the present invention is the provision of a promotional financial
transaction machine method which occurs outside the existent EFT transaction processing
flow.

Another object of the present invention is the provision of a promotional financial
transaction machine method which results in an increased transaction volume.

Another object of the present invention is the provision of a promotional financial
transaction machine method which adds consumer value to their financial transaction.

Another object of the present invention is the provision of a promotional financial

‘transaction machine method which strengthens the partnership between a financial -
service provider and a merchant.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be set forth in the-
description which follows, and in part will be apparent from the description, or may be
learned by practice of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the
written description and claims hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these 'anﬂ other advantages and in accordance with the purpose of the

present invention, as embodied and broadly described, an improved promotional financial
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transaction machine method includes the steps of determining whether a patron’s

transaction at the financial transaction machine qualifies for a promotional offer; -

performing transaction-specific promotional prbce‘ssi‘ng if the patron’s transaction

' qualiﬁes for a promotional offer; selectively printing a pr{):moﬁonal receipt from the.

financial transaction machine by a variable pﬁnt-oanMapd process if the patron’s
ﬁmsacﬁon qualifies fof a promotional offer, wherem the promotional receipt includes a
patron-interactive prbmbtfonal section; and préviding thg_' promotional receipt to the
patron.,

In another aspect of the instant invent.ioln,. an improved promotional financial
transaction machine rpéi__;hod includes the stéps of coupling.a promotion controller
processor between a financial transaction machine and a central financial transaction
machine terminal driver host system; determining by qﬁa}iﬁcation process software
.resident in said pmmoﬁpn controller processor whether a patron’s transaction at the
financial transaction machme qualifies fora ﬁomotion_al offer; obtaining a promotion
result by performing transaction-specific promotional prgcessing within the promotion
controller processor if the patron’s transaction qualifies for a promoﬁona.l offer; obtaining
a financial transaction result by passing financial transaction data from the patron’s
transaction through the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system
to an electronic funds transfer authorizing network for eléctronic funds transfer
authorization and processing; returning the financiat 'trax_l,.saction result to the promotion
controller processor from the electronic funds transfepéuthorizing network; formatting
the promotion resulf and the financial transaction result within a terminal handler portion

of the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system and transferring
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the formatted result to the financial transaction machine for printing of a receipt within
the financial transaction tfiachine; and providing the printed receipt to the patron from the
financial transaction machine by a variable print process including the promotion result if
the patron’s transaction qualified for a promotional offer.

In another aspect of the inétant invention, an improved proinoﬁonal financial
transaction machine method includes the steps of coupling a plurality of financial
transaction machines to a terminal handler portion of a central financial transaction
machine terminal driver host system; coupling a promotion controller processor to the
terminal handler portion of the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver

system; determining by qualification process software resident in the promotion

‘controller processor whether a patron’s transaction at one of the plurality of financial

transaction machines qualifies for a promotional offer; obtaining a promotion result by
performing transaction-specific promotional processing within the promotion controller
processor if the patron’s transaction qualifies for a promotional offer; obtaining a
financial transaction result by passing financial transaction data from the patron’s
transaction through the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system
to an electronic funds transfer authorizing network for electronic funds transfer
authorization and processing; returning the financial transaction result to the promotion
controller processor from the electronic funds transfer authorizing network; formatting
the promotion result and the financial transaction result within the terminal handler
portion of the central ﬁnancial transaction machine host terminal driver system and
transferring the formatted result to the one of said plurality of financial transaction

machines for printing of a receipt within the one of said plurality of financial transaction
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machines; and providing the printed receipt to the patron from the one of said plurality o;‘
financial transaction machines by a variable pﬁnt Ipfocess including the promotion result
if the patron’s transaction qualified for a pi'omotional offer.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing _general description and the following
detailed description are éxemplary and explanafory and are intended to provide further

explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying dr#wings,- which are included to provide a further
understanding of the invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this
specification, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together with the description
serve to explain the priﬁciples of the invention. -

In the drawings: -

.Fig. lisa échematic Blocl; diagra:_ﬂ of é cdnventional financial services

| distr_il;ution system utiﬁzing a financial transactibn machine;

Fig. 2 is a schematic 5lock ldiagram ofa =ﬁnanci.al services distribution system
utilizing a financial transaction machine m accordance with a first preferred embodiment
of the instant invention;

Fig. 3 is a transaction flow diagram of the financial services distribution system of
Fig. 2 utilizing a financial transaction machine in accordance with the first preferred

embodiment of the instant invention;
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Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram of a financial Sei'vices distribution system
utilizing a financial transaction machine in accordance with a second preferred
embodiment of the instant invention;
Fig. 5 is a transaction flow diagram of the financial services distribution system of
5  Fig. 4 utilizing a financial transaction machine in accordance with the second preferred
embodiment of the instant invention; and
Fig. 6, comprising Figs. 6A to 6D, illustrates examplés of promotional receipts

according to the present invention.

DETAI DESC ONO P EMBOD NTS

10 ‘Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the present
invention, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
Corresponding elements will be labeled with the same numbers, and a redundant detailed
description will be omitted.

Fig. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a financial services distribution system

15  utilizing a financial fransaction machine (“FTM™) 10 in accordance with a first preferred
embodiment of the instant invention. For example, this FTM may be an automated teller
machine (“ATM”) or a point of sale transaction machine. This arrangement includes a
promotion controller processor 200 installed at the location of the FTM 10. For
example, this promotion controller processor 200 may be installed within the FTM

20  cabinet or enclosure and is physically attached to the FTM. The promotion controller
processor 200 is coupled between the FTM and the central FTM host terminal driver

system 20. The promotion controller processor 200 monitors all information traffic
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flowing out of the FTM and logically enters the transaction stream when it determines -
that certain predefined criteria, or transaction types, have been satisfied by the patron’s
particular activity at the FTM. These transaction types, which will be described later in
more detail, include using the FTM at a predetermined time, using the FTM to purchase a
particular product, and using the FTM to withdraw at least a predetermined minimum
amount of money. If the patron satisfies one of these transaction types by it’s
transaction request then that transaction qualifies for a promotional offer and the
promotion controller précessor 200 performs transaction-specific promotional processing
to generate a promotional receipt for the patron including a patron-interactive

promotional section. The promotion controller processor 200 then directs the FTM to

print the promotional receipt and provide it to the patron. More specifics of the

- promotional receipt will be described later. -

" The promotion controller processor 200 is a custom processor that monitors the
entire outbound data stream of an individual FTM. This processor 200 may be a “PC on

‘a card” or a custom designed processor that may be ranning UNIX, OS/2 or some other

~ multi-tasking operating system. A variety of processing systems may be utilized,

depending on the size of a particular application. Thus, a scalable, high speed, redundant,
fault-tolerant, on-line transaction processing is suggested.

A plurality of promotion controller processors 200, each at a different FTM, are
ﬁpdated regularly via batch communications by an event controller host processor 210.
This event controller host processor 210 handles event management, promotional
message contents and other variables. More specifically, the event controller host

processor 210 collects and combines uploads from a plurality of individual FTMs on a
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regular basis. Also, the event controller 210 distributes sdﬁwére modifications via
downloads to the FTMs on a regular basis. Other functions of the event controller host -
processor 210 include creating and maintaining promotions, controlling distribution of
promotional messages, controlling the distribution of PINs, auditing daily activity at the
individual financial transaction machines, initiating play reallocations, initiating suspend
and resume scripts, preparing forecast and performance reports, and initiating the end of
event clean up.

The functionality of the individual promotion controller processors 200 further
includes running promotional programs and communications software, processing
transactions ﬂom the FTM, processing uploads to and downloads from the event
controller host processor 210 on a regular basis.

As is evident from Fig. 2, this arrangement requires little or no changes to the
configuration of the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system 20
and the EFT authorizing network 30, consistent with the objects of the invention set forth
above.

The operation of the financial services distribution system of Fig. 2 will now be
described with reference to the transaction flow diagram of Fig. 3. As described above,
this configuration utilizes a network of limited function intelligent boxes, also referred to
as promotion controller processors 200. These processors 200 are PC-based and are
installed at local FTM sites, for example, local ATM sites. A patron 40 initiates a
transaction request at a financial transaction machine, for example at an ATM 10. This
transaction is passed to a promotion controller processor 200, which strips off any

required promotional transaction data and supplies it to qualification process software
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resident in the promotion controller processor 200 in order to determine whether it

- satisfies a predetermined transaction type and thus qualifies for a promotional offer.

- - Meanwhile, the financial transaction data from the FTM is passed by the
promotion controller prcj.)cessor. 200 to the central financial transaction machine host
terminal driver systeni 20 so that EFT authorization and processing may proceed in the
‘usual way by the EFT authorizing network 30. If the traﬁsacﬁon data analyzed at the

promotion controller processor 200 is qualified as satisfying a predetermined transaction

-type, -transaction-speclfﬂc processing is commenced and a resuit is determined by the

promotion controller processor 200. Promotion software, promotion rules and award

‘tables are maintained at the promotion controller processor 200. The promotion result is
- held at the promotion controller processor 200, awaiting receipt of the outcome of the
~ financial transaction authorization request that has continued through the normal EFT

- transaction process. This financial transaction result is returned from the EFT authorizing

network 30 to the terminal handler portion 21 of the ceht;al financial transaction machine

- host terminal driver system 20, which formats the promotion result and the financial . -

transaction result and then transfers this formatted result to the financial transaction

" machine for receipt printing from the financial transaction machine.

The FTM re'ée_ipt is formatted appropriately in a print buffer as a promotional
receipt having a pa&on—interactive promotional section, including a promotional message
-and the promotion fésult, as well as the conventional ﬁnancial regulation E information.
This promotional rqcéipt is then provided to the patron 40 by the FTM 10. Ifthe

promotion controller processor 200 did not identify a prg_determined transaction type

- which qualifies for a promotional offer in the data input by the patron to the FTM, then a

10

k]
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standard regulation E receipt including only financial transaction details will be printed
by the FTM. Thus, the piomotional receipt having a patron-ifiteractive promotional
section is printed by a variable print-on-demand process using standard FTM receipt
paper. As aresult, no special printing paper with, for example, pre-printed coupons and
the like need be used at the FTM’s.

Figs. 6A to 6D illustrate examples of promotional receipts 60 of the present
invention. One embodiment of the promotional receipt includes both a patron-interactive
promotional section (62-65) as well as a financial section 61, detailing the financial
transaction, on the same receipt. Another embodiment prints the promotional receipt
including only the patron-interactive promotional section as a separate receipt after the
standard regulation E receipt detailing the financial transaction has been printed by the
FTM.

As shown in Figs. 6A to 6D, the patron-interactive promotional section of the
promotional receipt can include any of a variety of rewards to the patron. For example,
this section of the receipt can indicate to the patron whether they are an instant winner of
a random prize selection process or sweepstakes actuated during the financial transaction.
An example of this variety is illustrated in Fig.-6A, showing a promotional receipt 60
having a patron-interactive promotional section 62 informing a patron of their
sweepstakes prize. The random prize selection processing takes place within the
promotion controller processor 200. Another reward type for the patron-interactive
promotional section comprises a value coupon distributed to the patron. An example of
this variety is illustrated in Fig. 6B, showing a promotional receipt 60 having a patron-

interactive promotional section 63 value coupon allowing the patron to save $1.00 on

11
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their next video rental from a particular video rental establishment. This value coupon,
for example, could also be a cross traffic coupon to encourage business between two
separate merchants. The promotional section of another e?nbodiment includes a coupon
allowing the patron to obtain a free sample of a product speciﬁed on the promotional
section upon in-sfore redemption of the promotional sect;ipn of the promotional receipt. .
An example of this variety is illustrated in Fig. 6C, s_howiﬁg a promotional receipt 60
having a patron-interactive promotional section 64 coupon allowing the patron to sample
a free product from a partlcular establishment. The prome_tional section of another
embodiment includes a targeted consumer message from a product or service company to
the patron. An example of this variety is illustrated in Fig. 6D, showing a promotional

‘receipt 60 having a paﬁ'en-interactive promotional sectio_ﬁ 65 informing the patron of a
special offer from a particular establishment. The pmmoﬁonal-section of another

“embodiment is any of a variety of alternate media transaetion products such as, for

example, a prepaid phone card, postal stamps, or tickets for entertainment events.

- Finally, the promotional section of still another embodiment indicates loyalty points to-a

patron for a collect aﬁd redeem program.

‘As described above, transaction-speciﬁc promotional processing is performed by
the promotion controller processor and a promotional reeeipt is issued by the FTM only
when the patron’s transaction at the FTM satisfies particular criteria thus qualifying it for
a promotional offer yvhich results from the transaction-specific promotional processing.
Such particular criteria include, for exemple, the requirement that particular
predetermined products be purchased by the patron, such as phone card purchases, postal

stamp purchases, or entertainment event tickets at an ATM or other financial transaction

12
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machine. The phone card purchase requirement may include a.predetermi_ned number of
call minutes. Similarly, the postal stamp purchase requiremnént may includea
predetermined amount of postal stamps. Moreover, the products purchased need not be
limited to phone card, postal stamp, and entertainment event ticket purchases, but rather
can include purchases of any other such alternate media transaction products. As a result,
the chance to win one of the customer rewards or enjoy any of the promotions detailed
above entices patrons to purchase a particular product using a financial transaction
machine.

Another criterion requires the use of the FTM by a patron at a particular time,
such as a specific date or a specific time of day. As a result, the chance to win one of the
customer rewards or enjoy any of the promotions detailed above entices patrons to
conduct a financial transaction at a FTM at a particular time. Still another criterion
requires the withdrawal of at least a predetermined amount of money using the FTM. As
a result, the chance to win one of the customer rewards or enjoy a.ny.o_f the promotions
detailed above entices patrons to withdraw at least a predetermined amount of money
using a financial transaction machine. Finally, another criterion requires that the patron’s
transaction included the use of a card from a predetermined institution, such as a
particular bank, for example.

Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram of a financial services distribution system
utilizing a financial transaction machine in accordance with a second preferred
embodiment of the instant invention. This arrangement differs from the arrangement of
the first preferred embodiment shown in Fig. 2 at least in its placement of the promotion

controller processor 200 and the event controller host processor 210. In this arrangement

13
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| the promotion controller'processor 200 is coupled to the terminal handler portion 21 of r
the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system 20, but not directly
connected to an FTM as in the first preferred embodiment. The promotion controller _
processor 200 of one arrangement of the second preferred embodiment is resident within
the terminal handler 21 .éoﬁware. The promotion controller processor 200 of another
arrangement of the second preferred embodiment is directly connected to the terminal
handler 21 software, but not resident within the terminal handler 21 software.

Like the first preferred embodiment arrangement, the promotion controller
processor 200 is updat_é_d. regularly by an event controller host processor 210. The
promotion controller prbcesso’r 200 and the event contrqller host processor 210 of this
arrangement support multiple financial transaction machines. This second preferred
embodiment arrangement results in a system that is centrally supported and administered,

fequiring no field level equipment deployment as is required in the first preferred
embodiment arrangement. |

The operatidr_l' of the financial services distribution system of Fig. 4 will now be
described with reference to the transaction flow diagram of Fig. 5. A patron 40 initiates a
transaction request at a financial transaction machine, for example at an ATM 10. This
transaction request is forwarded to the central FTM host terminal driver system 20 as in
conventional systems. The central FTM host terminal driver system 20 performs routine
processing and routing and the financial transaction request of the patron is forwarded for
normal processing in fhe EFT authorizing network 30 m accordance with established
ATM transaction proéess‘ing. The financial transaction is then returned to the central

FTM host teyminal driver system 20 and is forwarded by the terminal handler portion 21

14
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of the host terminal driver system 20 to the promotion controller processor 200 for
promotional processing. If a predetermined transaction type which qualifies for a
promotional offer is determined to have been requestéd by the patron, the promotion
controller processor 200 begins the promotional processing. The promotion result and
the financial transaction result data are then formatted within the terminal handler portion
21 of the host terminal driver system 20. This formatted data is then provided to the
FTM from the terminal handler portion 21 of the host terminal driver system 20 for
receipt printing within the FTM 10.

The FTM receipt is formatted appropriately in a print buffer as a prombtional
receipt having a patron-interactive promotional section, including a promotional message
aﬁd the promotional processing result, as well as the conventional financial regulation E
information. This promotional receipt is then provided to the patron 40 by the FTM 10.
If the promotion controller processor 200 did not identify a predetermined qualifying
transaction type in the transaction data input by the patron to the FTM, then a standard
regulation E receipt including only financial transaction details will be printed by the
FTM. Thus, as in the first preferred embodiment, the promotional receipt havinga
patron-interactive promotional section is printed on demand by a variable print process
using standard FTM receipt paper. As a result, no special printing paper with, for
example, pre-printed coupons and the like need be used at the FTM’s.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and
variations can be made in the improved promotional financial transaction machine
method of the present invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the

invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cover the modifications and

15
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variations of this invention provided they come within the scope of the appended claims

and their equivalents.

16
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1. An improved promotional financial transaction machine method

What Is Claimed Is:

mmpﬁsmg the steps of:

determining whether a patron’s transaction at the financial transaction machine
qualifies for a promotional offer;

performing transaction-specific promotional processing if the patron’s transaction
qualifies for a promotional offer;

selectively printing a promotional receipt on demand from the ﬁnancial__
transaction machine by a variable print-on-demand process if the patron’s transaction
qualifies for a promotional offer, wherein said promotional receipt includes a patron-
interactive promotional section; and

providing said promotional receipt to the patron.

2. The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron-interactive promotional section of the promotional receipt
indicates to the patron whether they are an instant winner of a random prize selection
process actuated during the financial transaction within the financial transaction machine.

3. The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron-interactive promotional section of the promotional receipt
comprises a value coupon distributed to the patron.

4. The improved promotional financial tfansaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron-interactive promotional section of the promotional receipt is an

alternate media transaction product.

This Sheet Has Been Replaced
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5. - The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim‘
1, wherein said patron-interactive prorhbtional- section of the promotional receipt
indicates loyalty points.to the patron for a collect énd redeenﬁ program.

6.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said promotional receipt further includes a ﬁnarjcial section, reporting
financial details of the patron’s transaction.

7. The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said determining step and said performing step are performed by a promotion
controller processor installed at an individual financial transaction machine location.

8. Tﬁe improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said determining step and said performing step .are performed by a promotion
controller processor installed at a central financial transaction machine host terminal
driver system. |

9. The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
8, wherein said promotion controlier processor is coupled to a terminal handler portion of
the central financial transaction machine host terminal dﬁver system.

10.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron’s transaction gualifies for the promotional offer if the patron
utilizes a participating financial transaction machine to conduct a transaction at a
predetermined time.

11.  The improved promotional financial transéction machine method of claim

10, wherein said predetermined time is a specific date. -
This Sheet Has Been Repl
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12. - The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
10, wherein said predetermined time is a specific time of day.
13.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron’s transaction qualifies for a promotional offer if it included the
5  purchasing of a particular product.
14.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
13, wherein said particular product is an alternate media transaction product. .
15.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
13, wherein said particular product is a predetermined amount of an alternate media
10  transaction product.
16.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said patron’s transaction qualifies for a promotional offer if it included the
withdrawal of at least a predetermined minimum amount of money.
17. - The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
15 1, wherein said patron’s transaction qualifies for a promotional offer if it included the use
of a card from a predetermined institution.
18.  The improved promotional financial transaction machine method of claim
1, wherein said variable print-on-demand process allows the use of standard FTM receipt
paper for printing the promotional receipt within the FTM.
20 19.  Animproved promotional financial transaction machine method
comprising the steps of:
coupling a promotion controller processor between a financial transaction

machine and a central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system;

///.
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! determining by qualification process software resident in said promotion
controller processor whether a patron’s transaction at the financial transaction machine
i * qualifies for a promotional offer;
obtaining a promotion result by pefforming transaction-specific promotional
5  processing within the promotion controller processor if the patron’s transaction qualifies

for a promotional offer;

obtaining a financial transaction result by passing financial transaction data from
the patron’s transaction through the central financial transaction machine host terminal
| driver system to an electronic funds transfer authorizing network for electronic funds
10  transfer authorization and processing;

returning the financial transaction result to the promotion controller processor

- from the electronic funds transfer authorizing network;
formatting the promotion result and the financial transaction result within a
' o ' terminal handler portion of the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver
| 15  system and transferring the formatted resuit to the financial transaction machine for
printing of a receipt within the financial transaction machine; and
providing the printed receipt to the patron from the financial transaction machine
by a variable print process includiné the promotion result if the patron’s transaction
qualified for a promotional offer.
20 20. Animproved promotional financial transaction machine method
comprising the steps of:
coupling a plurality of financial transaction machines to a terminal handler portion

‘of a central financial transaction machine terminal driver host system;

- This Sheet Has Been R
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coupling a promotion controller processor .to said teﬁninal handler portion of said
central financial transaction machine host terminal driver system;

determining by qualification process éofcware resident in said promotion
controller processor whether a patron’s transaction at one of said plurality of financial
transaction machines qualifies for a promotional offer;

obtaining a promotion result by performing transaction-specific promotional
processing within the promotion controller processor if the patron’s transaction qualifies
for a promotional offer;

obtaining a financial transaction result by passing financial transaction data from
the pétron’s transaction through the central financial transaction machine host terminal
driver system to an electronic funds transfer authorizing network for electronic funds
transfer authorization and proceésing;

retm-m'ng the financial transaction result to the promotion controller processor
from the eléctronic funds transfer authorizing network;

formatting the promotion result and the financial transactioﬁ result within the
terminal handler portion of the central financial transaction machine host terminal driver
system and trgnsferring the formatted result to the one of said plurality of ﬁnancia1
transaction machines for printing of a receipt within the one of said plurality of financial
transaction machines; and

providing the printed receipt to the patron from the one of said plurality of
financial transaction machines by a variable print process including the promotion result

if the patron’s transaction qualified for a promotional offer.

_—
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