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REUSABLE ENVELOPES
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to reusable envelopes, to blanks for such

envelopes, and to a method of 'delivering and receiving cerrespondence.
Background Art .

A double use envelope, or so called "reusable envelope”, is particularly
intended for use by public utilities and like organisations which dispatch an account to
their customers with the intention that the customer (or addressee) return a portion of
the account together with a cheque for payment of the account to the utility. Prior to

the advent of reusable envelopes it was the custom for utilities to enclose an envelope

for the addressee's use in order to make it convenient ior the account to be paid by the
addressee.

An advantage of a reusable envelope is that it can allow a substantial operating
expense for the utility or like organisation to be saved. Many such organisations have
many tens of thousands of customers and therefore the supply of the return envelope
represents a not mslgmﬁcant opemmg expense.

. Furthermore, there is an environmental advantage to the use ofsuch reusable
envelopes since they represent a saving in paper (or like material used to construct the
envelope) and are thereby environmentally friendly.

" A particular problem with reusable envelopes is that the postal authority
normally encodes the front surface of the envelope with a machine readable code
representing the postal code (or zip code as the code is termed in the USA) of the initial
addressee. | |

Summary of the Invention

Accordmg to the invention there is provided a reusable envelope by means of
which an addressee at a first address can dlspatch material to a second address, said
envelope comprising a front panel, a rear panel an insertion flap and a reuse flap, said
insertion flap being adapted to close and seal a first opening in said envelope through
which the initial coments of the'envelope can be inserted, and said reuse flap being
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adapted to close a second opening in said envelope, said reuse flap being provided with
releasable closure means adapte:l o allow the addressee to remove the initial contents
of the envelope through the second opening, and also being provided with addressee
sealing means to allow the addressee to seal the second opening before dispatching the
envelope to the second address, wherem the reusable envelope is provided with
machine readable code obscunng means for allowmg the addressee, before dispatching
the envelope to the second address, to obscure any machine readable code which has
been placed on the envelope to indicate the ﬁrst address.

In one embodunent of the mvetmon, the machme readable code obscurmg
means comprtses an adheswe strrp whrch is contamed in the envelope on dehvery to the
addressee, and which the addressee can use to cover the machtne readable code before
drspatchmg the envelope to the second address

In a further embodrment of the mvennon, the machine readable code obscunng
means comprises a releasable adhesrve strtp which is adhered to the outside of the
envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee at the first address, the adhesive
strip being adhered at a locanon on the envelope at which the machme readable code
wrll be placed SO that the addressee can remove the adhesive strip, and thus also the
machine readable code thereon before dlspatchmg the envelope to the second address.

In another embodnnent of the mvennon, the machine readable code obscurmg

means comprises rear address means, located on the rear panel, for indicating the

second address. _

The rear address means can, for example, bea transparent wmdow provrded in
the rear panel or an adhesrve address label carrying the second address and adapted to
be placed on the rear panel of the envelope

In the simplest case the rear address means compnses the second address
printed on the rear panel of the envelope | |

Additionally or aiternatively, the machine readable code obscuring means

comprises stamp affixment indication means for indicating to the addressee at the first
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address that a stamp is to be placed on the rear of the envelope when sending the
envelope to the second address

It will be apprecrated that if the envelope is provnded wrth the rear address
means and/or the stamp afﬁxment indication means, then any machine readable code on
the front of the envelope will be obscured when the envelope is sent by the addressee to
the second address because the machme readable code will lre on the opposrte side of
the envelope to that whrch is of relevanee to the postal service in delrvermg the
envelope to the second address In this regard most postal services are now able to
detect whrch side of an envelope is to be treated as the "front by detecting the presence
of a stamp on that stde lf the envelope is franked when it is sent to the addressee at
the first address, and hence does not carry a stamp on its front panel, and if the

_ addressee affixes a stamp on the rear of the envelope hefore sendrng the envelope to the

seeond address, it will be appreetated that the postal service will have no difficulty is
automattcally detecting which side of the envelope is now to be regarded as the fromt
for the purposes of delrvermg the envelope to the second address The postal service
can then place a maclune readable code on the rear panel correspondmg to the second

| address, and any machme readable code on the front panel (correspondmg to the first

address) will be obseured from the machine readrng equtpment of the postal service,
and will aecordmgly be rgnored

Preferably, the rear address means andlor stamp affixment indication means is
orarean'angedontherearpanelmsuchawaythatthesecondaddress, located on the
rear panel, ts upstde down i in relatton to the first address, located on the front panel.

For example, thts can be achieved by selecting an appropriate posmon for the
transparent window or stamp affixment indication means, if these are provided, or by
simply printing the seeond address upsrde down on the rear panel of the envelope.

Thrs feature provrdes a number of advantages In some postal systems,
machine readable codes are placed on both sides of the envelope by the postal services
durtng dehvery of the envelope to the first address. In such cases, the machine
readable codes are normally placed along the bottom edges of the front and rear panels
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of the envelope. However, if the second address, on the rear panel of the envelope, is
upside down in relation to the ﬁrst address, on the front panel of the envelope, it will
be appreciated that what was the bottom edge of the envelope on the first trip (i.e. to
the first address) wrll become the top edge of the. envelope on the second trip (i.e. to
the second address), and any machme readable codes placed on the envelope during the
first trip will be disregarded by the postal services durmg the second trip,
notwithstanding the fact that machrne readable codes are placed on both sides of the
envelope on both trips.

A further advantage of this feature arises in the case where a machine readable

~ code is placed on only one srde of the envelope durrng the first trip, but, for one reason

or another, the equrpment of the postal services is still able to read the machine
readable code on the second trrp even though the equrpment is reading the rear panel of
the envelope and the machine readable code is located on the front panel of the
envelope. _ This can happen ina ease where the equipment of the postal service is able
to "see through" certain types of paper This problem is overcome by the above feature
as a result of the fact that any machme readable codes placed along the bottom edge of

the envelope durmg the first trrp are located along the top edge of the envelope during

the second trip, and are thus not seen by t_he equrpment of the postal service, even if the
equipment can read through the paper of the envelope. '

A further advantage of this featu‘re of the invention lies in the convenience to
the addressee The addressee can simply flip the envelope over in order to read

material printed on the front and rear panels of the envelope, and said material is

. automatically in the correct ortentatlon to be read by the addressee.

In a further embodrment of the mventron. the machine readable code obscuring
means takes the form of a further machme readable code placed on the envelope, for

“example alongside the machme readable code mdrcatmg the first address, indicating to

code reading machinery of the postal serv_tee that the machine readable code indicating
the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the envelope to the second
address. | o |
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Convemently. the envelope is formed from a snngle sheet of paper

From an env:ronmental and cost-savnng point of vxew 1t is advantageous if the
envelope is a two—panel envelope compnsmg only two panels, namely said front and
rear panels.

Preferably. the first and second openings, and the insertion and reuse ﬂaps
extend along two adjacent edges of the envelope

In another embodiment of the mventxon, the maclune readable code obscuring

means comprises stamp afﬁxmem mdxcatxon means located in each of a pair of opposite

‘corners of the front panel, so as to mdlcate that said envelope is to be used i ina first

orientation when dtspatched 10 said first address and is to be used in an inverted
orientation when dispatched to said second address

Preferably, the enve_lope is provided wnth a transparent window, so as to
enable an address within the envelope to be viewed. This allows the envelope to be
easily readdressed, simply by altering the contents of the envelope so that the second
address is visible through the transparent window.

Alternatively or additionally, an adheswe label etther blank or preprinted with
the second address, is provtde_d for placement over the first address or transparent
window. N |

As a further alternative, the front panel can be provided with an adhesive label
bearing the first address and adapted to be removed by the first addressee. It is further
preferred that said second a_ddt'ess be provided on the front panel' 5o as 10 be exposed
upon removal of the adhesive label. An advantage of the last mentioned embodiment is
that the seeond,address can be printed in the inverted orientation, thereby avoiding any
errors that the second addrﬁsee can otherwise make when t'eaddteSsing the envelope.

An advantage of the above embodiments is that a machine readable code

~ applied during the ﬁrst use of the enve10pe, typleally plaeed adjaeent one edge of the

envelope, is reposmoned for the second use of the envelope That is, if a machine
readable code was plaeed adjacent the bottom edge of the envelope during its first use,

then when the envelope is inverted for its second use, the machine readable code is now
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located adjacent the top edge The new bottom edge. which was the top edge, is now

free of machine readable codes, allowmg a fresh code to be placed on the envelope

without any confusion with existing codes. This enables the envelope to be reused

whether the machine readable code is placed on either or both faces of the envelope.
According to another form of the invention, there is provided a reusable

envelope adapted for use in a first orientation during a first use to dispatch material to a

.. first address, and being further adapted for use in an inverted orientation relative to said

first orientation when despatching material toa second address.

Preferably, said envelope is prowded with stamp afﬁxment indication means
located in a pair of opposite corners of one of the faces of the envelope.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention there is disclosed a
blank from which the above-described reusable envelope can be fabricated.

Further aspects of the invention also provide methods of delivering and
receiving correspondence using a reusable envelope as described above.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Some examples of the prior art and preferred embodiments of the present
invention will now be described, by way o_f example only, witb reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which: |

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the rear side of a prior art double use envelope,

' Fig. 2 is a plan view of the front face of the envelope of l’-‘ig. 1,
Fig.3isa cross-sectional view taken along the line ITII-IH of Fig. 1,
- Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are v1ews sumlar to Flg 3 but ﬂlustratmg the sequence of

steps required to open and subsequently reseal the envelope of Fig. 1,

Fig. 7 is a view sm'u_lalj to F_lg.l 1 but illustrating a reusable envelope of a
preferred embodiment, o |

Fig. 8 is a view s1m1!ar to an 2 but 1llustratmg the reusable envelope of
Fig. 7,

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view along the line IX-IX of Fig. 7,
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Fig. 10is a v1ew of the nght hand edge of the rear of the envelope of Fig. 7
lllustranng how the envelope 1s opened by an addressee,

_ Fig. 111sav1ewofthenghthandendofthereeroftheenvelopeofog7
illustrating how the envelope is resealed by the addressee,

F1g 12 is a plan vxew of the blank t‘rom Whl(:h the envelope of Fig. 7 is
fabrlcaﬁed |

Fig. 13 is a view sumlar to Fig. 8 but illustrating a method of avoiding
confusion between two machme readable codes when an envelope is reused;

Fig. l4isa plan view of an envelope blank of a further preferred embodiment;

Fig. 15is a plan view of the front face of an alternative reusable envelope; and

Fig. 16is a plan vnew ot' the rear face of the envelope of Fig. 15.

_ Best and Other Modes for Performing the Invention

Asseeanlgs ltoGthepnorartenvelopelhasafromfaceanhtwo
window apertures 3, 4. The rear face 5 of the envelope is extended so as to provide an
interior flap 6 1llustrated in cross-secuon in an 3, The front face 2 of the envelope 1
lsextendedateaehendsoastoprowdetwoendﬂaps7 8wh1eharepennanently
sealed to the rear face 5 mordersealtl':eendsoftheenvelope 1.

Finally, the front face 2 of the envelope 1 is extended to form a main flap 9
which is separated from the front face 2 by means of a line of perforations 10.

In the condition in which the eavelope 1 is defivered to the initial user from the
envelopemanufacturer themamﬂap91sopenbuttheendﬁaps7 '8 are sealed to the
rear face 5. 'rhe interior ﬂap 6 is folded inwardly upon itself as indicated in Fig. 3.
The initial user of the envelope inserts the material he wishes to send to the addressee
into the envelope and then seals the main flap 9 in conventional fashion. ,

As mdlcatedeng 3theaddresseehﬁsnpthemamﬂap9mthed1recuon

indicated by arrow A in Flg 3. Then the flap 9 is detached from the envelope 1 by

rupturing the line of perforations 10 as indicated by arrow B in Fig. 4. This procedure
allows not only the contents of the envelope 1 to be accessed and removed, but also
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enables the interior flap 6 to be easily folded outwardly so as to form a new "main
flap". | |
| As a consequence, the addressee is then able to insert the material which is
intended to be maxled to another address (normally the address of the initial sender).
Once thns matenal is inserted into the envelope 1 the flap 6 is folded outwardly and
downwardly as indicated by arrow Cin Frg 5. I-‘mally the flap 6 is adhered to the

| front face 2 of the envelope.

In one variation of the prior art envelope, the name and address to which the
envelope is to be sent in its second use are printed on the outsrd_e of the interior flap 6
and thus is effectively located at the front of the envelope in the configuration
illustrated in Fig. 6. An important feature of the interior flap 6 is that it covers any
marks which .h_ave been appliedl to the front face of the envelope hy the postal

~authorities and, in particular, a’ny“pos'tal code or zip code marking which is able to be

read by automatic machinery.

If desired the lower left hand corner of the front flap 6 which would normally
overlie the lower aperture 4 can be removed %0 as to enable the window aperture 4 to
still reveal the interior contents of the envelope. In this way, the material to be sent to .
the second address canbe so arranged' 50 .as to show the second atldress through the
window aperture 4. o _' | . | |

The above describe;l prior art is re}atively complex to manufacture and suffers
from the disadvantage thatthe cost of fabrication of the envelope is only npproximately
20% less than the .cost of providing two e_impl_e conventional envelopes; Furthermore,
the operating instructions are relatively .complex and therefore not all addressees are
able to easily utilise the double use envelope.

Turning now to Flgs 7 to 9,a reusable envelope of a preferred embodiment
will be described. The reusable envelope 21 allows an addressee at a first address to
remove the contents of the envelope 21, insert new contents, and then send the
envelope 21 to a second address. As seen in Fig. 7, the envelope 21 has a front face 22
and a rear face 25. 'l'he front face 22 is conveniently pfovided with a winclow aperture
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24 for displaying the first address. As seen in Fig. 7 the left hand end of the envelope
21 (lookmg from the front of the envelope 21) is provided with an end flap 27, the
exterior surface of whlch is permanently sealed to the mtenor surface of the rear face
25. : : S :

As with a eonventional envelope, the front face 22 is extended 50 as to provide
a main flap 29 which, when in the folded i)oeition illustteted m Fig. 7, covers the upper
edge 23 of the rear face 25. In Fig. 7 the upper edge 23 of the rear face 25 is
illustrated in phantom. |

As also seen in th 7, the right hand end of the envelope 21 is provided with
an end flap 28. Also tllustrated in phantom in th 7is the periphery of the end flap

'28 Astndlcatedtang 7theextenorsurfaceoftheendﬂap28|sprov1dedwnha

strip, or a series of spots, of releasable adheswe 30 which is located on the exterior
surface of the end flap 28 and releasably adheres same o the interior surface of the rear
face 25 which is provxded with a cut-away proﬁle 31i in thts vxctmty

Asa consequence to the above-described nrrangemem the envelope 21 of the
preferred embodiment is delivered by the envelope manufacturer to the first user with

the main flap 29 unsealed but with the end flaps 27 and 28 both sealed to the interior

surface of the rear face 25. Only the end flap 28 is releasubly eealed, however. Asa
consequence, the interior contents of the envelope 21 are able to be inserted using
conventional lnsemon machinery into the envelope.21 through the opening provided
between the main flap 29 and the upper edge23 oftherearfaeeZS Thenthemamﬂap
29 is permanently sealed in conventional fashton This is the posmon illustrated in
Fig. 9. i

The procedure by which the addressee at the first address opens the envelope

of Figs. 7and 8 is fllustrated in Fig.. 10. The add'ressee inserts his left index finger 35

into the slit formed between the rear face 25 and end flap 28 50 s t0 break the hold of
the releasable adhesive 30. As a consequence, the end flap 28 is able to be folded out
of the interior of the envelope and the initial contents of the envelope thereby removed.

S
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_ Thereafter the addressee is able to insert the final contents of the envelope by
means of the opening between the end flap 28 and the rear face 25, and then seal the
envelope by means of the end flap 28, Thls is pr'eferably done by means of a moisture.
activated gum 38 (Flg 12) whtch is located on the interior surface of the end flap 28.
In this condluon the envelope 21 is then ready to be sent by the addressee to the second
address. _ |

Fig. 12 shows the blank from whlchthe envelope 21 1s fabricated. The blank
is nllustrated in plan view, wtth the interior surface of the envelope 21 being illustrated.

Most postal services apply machme readable codes to envelopes to indicate the
postal district or postcode of _the addressee. In that case, when the envelope 21 arrives
at the addressee at the ﬁ:st address, there will be a machine readable code 40 positioned
thereon which indicates the postoode of the first address, as shown in Fig. 8. It will be
appreetated that the presence of the machine readable code 40 could cause confusion
when the envelope 21 is reused as described above, and sent to the second address.
Several di'fferent ways of avoiding= such-confusion will be described in relation to the
preferred embodnnents descnbed below.

As shown in Flgs 7 and 12 the envelope 21 can be provided with a second
transparent window 50 in the rear face 25._ When the envelope is sent by the addressee
to the second address, the addressee ensures that the second address is visible through
the second window 50, and that the window aperture 24 on the front face 22 is left
blank. If the second window 50 is not provnded the addressee at the first address can
write the second address on the rear face 25, or apply an adhes:ve address label. In an
alternative embodunem the second address can be pre-printed on the rear face 25.

In addition, a stamp afﬁxment box 52 is prmted on the outside surface of the
main flap 29 in order to direct the addressee at the first address to affix a stamp on the
rear of the envelope 21 befo_re se_ndmg the envelope 21 to the second address. Postal
services are now generally equipped with equipment which can detect which side of an
envelope carries a stamp, and wrn the envelope over if necessary before applying or

reading a machine readable code When the envelope 21 is sent to the second address
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the postal service wrll treat the rear face 25 as the "front" of the envelope, and
accordingly the maehme readable code 40 at the front face 22 wrll be |gnored by the
postal service' s code readmg machmery A machine readable code indicative of the
second address can therefore be placed on the rear face 25 without the danger of its
becommg confused with the machme readable code 40 mdrcauve of the first address.

' AsanaltemuvetothesecondwmdowSOandrhesmnpaffmnembox52 the
envelope 21 can be prov:ded vmh an adheszve strip 54 wluch can be placed over the

:machme readable code 40 by the addressee before sendrng the envelope 21 to the

second address Altematrvely, the adheslve stnp 54 can be plaeed on the front face 22
of the envelope 21 before the envelope 21 is dlspatched to the first address In that
case, _the adhesive strip 54 must be posmoned on me front face 22 at the position at
whrch the maehme readable code 40 will be applred by the postal service. The
addressee at the first address can then srmply peel off the adhesive stnp 54 before the
envelope is sent to the seeond address.

A further way of avoldmg confusron between the rnachme readable codes
indicating the first and second addresses is illustrated in Frg. 13. When the envelope

- 21 is reused and sent to the second address, the postal service applies a further machine

readabie code 42 which is conveniently positioned alongside the first code 40 and which
mdrcatestothecodereadmgmachmeryoftheposmlsemcethatthecodemrs to be
disregarded. The postal service also applies a maehme readable code 41 indicative of
the second ad_dres_s. and the code 41 is able to be read without confusion with the code

In the cases of use ef_me adhesive strip 54 or machine readable code 42, it will

~ be appreciated that the envelope 21 need not be.provided with the second window 50.

Rather the addressee at the first address simply ensures that the second address is
visible through the wmdow aperture 24 in the front face 22 before sending the envelope
to the second address

The foregomg arraugement has a number of significant advantages. In
particular, the amount of paper used to create the envelope is substantially the same as
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that used to create e_conventional envelope. Furthermore, the envelope is able to be
reused without mo_diﬁcat_ion _to the mail system. Furthermore, with the above-described
minor modification of the postal authority's machine readable code producing and
-reading ‘equipment, a-second -tnachine -readgble cocle 42 is able to be produced on the
envelope so as to correctly indicate the second address to which the envelope is
intended to be sent. |

Figure 14 shows an envelope blank 60 of a further embodiment. The envelope
blank 60 comprises front and rear panels 62 and 64 respectively, and i is provided with
an insertion flap 66 and a reuse flap 68. _A transparent window 70 is provided in the
front panel 62, through which the ﬁrst address can be displayed. A staxnp or postage
paid stamp 72 is placed in th_e_ top righlt' cot'nelf of the front panel 62.

On the rear panel 64, there is printed the second addtess 74, together with
instructions 76 and a stamp affixment tndteatton box 78. By way of additional
explanation of the mstructmns 76, it will be noted that the instructions 76 refer to “the

shaded area”, which is the portion of a shad_ed-area 80 of the reuse flap 68 which is -

visible when the envelope blanlt 60 is folcled to form an envelope. The instructions also

refer to "the white arrow", which is labelled as 82 in Figure 14.

It will be observed that all.of the nrinted matter on the rear panel 64, namely
the second address 74, instructions 76 ent'l:.stamp box 78, is arranged so that it is upside
down relative to the ixtfonnation on the ﬁ'ont panel 62, namely the first address in the
window 70, the postage stamp 72 a_n:d' some furthe‘t' instructions 84, when the envelope
is formed by folding along fottr fold hnes 86. This provides a number of advantages,
as discussed above; partieularly when the envelope is used in postal systems which
place a machine readable code on both sndes of the envelope or which use postal

~ equipment which can, under certam c1rcumstances. read machine readable codes

through the paper of the envelope

- Figures 15 and 16 show a furthet embodiment of a reusable ‘envelope 90,

- which has a front face 91, a rear face 92 a main ﬂap 93 and two end flaps 94,95. The

front face 91 is preferably prov1ded thh a transparent window 96. In use, the
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envelope 90 is supj:l_kd to the first user"with the mamﬂap 93 unsealed, end flap 94
permanently sealed to the inner surfeee of rear face 92, and end flap 95 releasably
sealed to the inner surface of the rear faee 92. A postage paid mark 97 is typically
located in the top'righ.t corner of the envelope 90, during its first use. '

The envelope 90 1s used by the first user in the same manner as the envelope
21 described with reference to Frgs 7 to 12, with the address of the first addressee
being visible through the transparent wmdow 96 Dunng the first use, the address of
the first addressee is onented such that the postage paxd mark 97 is located in the top
right corner of the envelope 90 The first addressee opens the envelope 90 i in the same
manner as that prevrously descnbed usmg the releasably scaled end flap 95.

When the envelope 90 is bemg reused the first addressee is able to insert the
final contents of the envelope 90 by means of the opemng between the end flap and the
rear face 92, and then seal the opemng The eontents of the envelope are arranged so

~ that the address of the second addressee is vxsxble through the transparent window 96

and is inverted compared to the address of the first addressee durmg the first use.
When the envelope 90 1s oriented such that the address of the second addressee is
upright, the stamp affixment box which was in the bottom left corner 90 is located in

the top right corner of the inverted envelope 90.

The machine readable codes applied by postal services to envelopes are

typically located ai a predemermmed pos"ition'on the envelope. such as a fixed distance

from the lower edge of the envelope.  The location of the machine readable code can of
course vary between postal services and can even be apphed to both faces of the
envelope. Dunng the first use of the envelope the machine readable code will be
applied to either or both sides of the envelope in a predetermmed position, such as a

' fixed distance from the lower edge. When the envelope is used a second time, the
“envelope is inverted and so that region of the enVelope to which a machine readable

code is normally _epplied will be blank. The machine readable code previously applied
will be located at a different location, and so will not cause confusion when the

envelope is reused.

e
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This embodiment of the envelope has several advantages. The amount of
paper used to create this envelope is subst‘antially the same as that of ‘a conventional
envelope, nnd only one trnnsperent \vindow is required. The envelope is also able to be
reused without any modlﬁcanon to the postal system. Furthermore, the effort required
on the part of the first addressee to reuse the envelope is minimal. The first addressee
need only ensure the contents of the envelope are inserted the correct way up, ie. so
that the stamp afﬁxment box isin the top nght hand corner of the envelope, and apply a
stamp to the stamp affixment box. There is no need for the first addressee to apply or
remove any adhesive strips. | - | |

| 'I_‘he foregoing describes onlv .some embodiments of the present invention and
modifications, obvious to those skill_ed in the art, czin_ be made rhereto without departing

from the scope of the present invention.
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CLAIMS: |
1. A reusable enveIOpe by means of which an addressee at a first address

can dispatch matenal to a second address. sald envelope compnsmg a front panel, a
rear panel, an insertion ﬂap and a reuse ﬂap, sald 1nsertlon flap being adapted to close
and seal a first opemng in said envelope through whtch the initial contents of the
envelope can be mserted and said reuse ﬂap hemg adapted to close a second opening in
said envelope, saxd reuse ﬂap bemg prov:ded wnth releasable closure means adapted to
allow the addressee to remove the initial contents of the envelope through the second
opening, and also bemg prowded w1th addressee sealmg means to allow the addressee
to seal the seeond openmg before d:spatclung the envel0pe to the second address,
wherein the reusable enveIOpe is prov:ded w:th machme readable code obscunng means
for allowing the addressee, before dtspatchmg the envelope to the seeond address, to
ol:scure any machine readable code which has been placed on the envelope to indicate
the first address.

2. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein the machine readable code
obscuring means comprises an adhesive strip which is contained in the envelope on
delivery to the addressee, and which the addressee can use to cover the machine
readable code before dispatching the envelope to the second address.

3. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means comprises a releasable adhesive strip which is adhered to the
outside of the envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee at the first address,
the adhesive strip being adhered at a location on the envelope at which the machine
readable code will be placed, so that the addressee can remove the adhesive strip, and
thus also the machine readable code thereon, before dispatching the envelope to the
second address.

4, An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means comprises rear address means, located on the rear panel, for

indicating the second address.
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5. An em_leloﬁe as claimed in claim 4 wherein the rear address means
comprises one of a tfansparent window proﬁded in the rear panel, 6r an adhesive
address label cafryihg the second address and adapted to be placed on the fear panel of
the envelope. | '

6. An envelope #s ciaimed in claim 4 wherein, the rear address. means
comprises the second address priniéd on the rear panel bf the envelope. |

7. An envelope as claimed in any one of the precedmg claims wherein,

* the machine readable code obscuring means corixprises stamp affixment indication

means for indicating to the addressee at the first address that a stamp is to be placed on
the rear of the envelop; when sending the envelope to the second address.

8. An envelope as climed in claim 7 wherein, the stamp affixment

. indication means is arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second address,

located on the rear pénel. is upside down in relation to the 'ﬁrst address, located on the
front panel. | -

9. An envelope as claimed in any one of claims 4 to 6 wherein, the rear
address means is arrangéd on the rear panel in such a way that the second address,
locaied on the rear panel, is upside down in relation to the first address, located on the
front panel. |

. 10.  An em?glope as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means takes the form of a further 'mhchine readable code placed on the

envelope.

11.  An envelope as claimed in claim 10 wherein the machine readable

code obscuring means is placed alongside the machine readable code indicating the first
| address, indicating to code reading' machinery of the postal service that the machine

readable code indicating the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
envelope to the second address. '

12. An envelope as claiméd in any one of the preceding claims wherein,

the envelope is formed from a single sheet of paper.
o ' * This Sheet Has Been Reﬂla
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13. An envelope as clarmed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,

the envelope is a two-panel envelope comprising only two panels, namely said front and
rear panels

14. An envelope as claxmed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,

& the first and second Openmgs and the msertron and reuse ﬂaps extend along two
adjacent edges of the envelope |

15. An envelope as claimed in claim 1 wherem, the machine readable
code obscuring means compnses stamp affixment mdxcauon means located in each of a
pair of opposine comers of the front panel, so as to indicate that said envelope is to be

10 used in a first orientation when dispatched to said first address and is to be used in an
inverted orientation when dlspatched to said second adidre's's.'

16. An envelope as clairned m any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the envelope is provided with a transparent window, so as to enable an address within
the envelope to be vrewed

15 17. An envelope as clarmed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
an adhesive label, either blank or preprmted with the second address, is provided for
placement over the first address or transparent window.

18. An env__elop_e as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the front panel is provided with an adhesive label bearing the first address and adapted

20 to be removed by the first addressee | '

19. A resuable envelope adapted for use in a first orientation during a first
use to drspateh matenal to a first address, and being further adapted for use in an
inverted orientation relevant to said first orientation when dispatching material to a
second address. | | '

25 20. An envelope as claimed in claim 19 ‘wherein, said enveiope is
provided with stamp affixment mdlcauon means located in a pair of opposite corners of
one of the faces of the envelope )

21. A blanlc from which a reusable envelope as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims can bef;fabricated.
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AMENDED CLAIMS
[received by the International Bureau on 29 May 1996 (29 05 95),
original claims 1-21 replaced by amended claims 1-15 (3 pages)]

1. A two-panel reusable envelope by means of which an addressee at a

first address can dispatch material to a second address, said envelope comprising only

~ two panels, namely a front panel and a rear panel, and further comprising an insertion

fiap and a reuse flap, said insertion flap being adapted to close and seal said envelope
after the initial contents of the envelope have been inserted, and said reuse flap being
adapted to allow the addressee to close and seal said envelope after opening the
envelope and before dispaiching the envelope to the second address, wherein the
reusable envelope is provided with machine readable code obscuring means for

allowing the addressee, before dispatching the envelope to the second address, to

obscure any machine readable code which has been placed on the envelope to indicate
the fxrst address, and wherein said machine readable code obscuring means comprises
rear address means, located on the rear pahel, for indicating the second address, the
rear address means being arranged on the rear panel in such a way that the second
address, located on the rear panel, is upside down in relation to the first address,
locawd on the front panel
_ 2. An envelope as clalmed in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
code obscuring means further comprises an adhesive strip which is contained in the
eﬁvelope on delivery to the address, and which the addressee can use to cover the
machine readable code before dispasching the envelope to the second address.

3, An envelope s claimed in claim 1 wherein, the machine readable
code obscuring means further comprises a releasable adhesive strip which is adhered to
the outside of the envelope on dispatch of the envelope to the addressee and the first

_address, the adhesive strip being adhered at a location on the envelope at which the

machine readable code will be placed, so that the addressee can remove the adhesive
strip, and thus also the machine readsble code thereon, before dispatching the envelope
to the second address. _

4, An eﬁelow as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the rear

address means comprises one of a transparent window provided in the rear panel, or an
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adhesive address label carrying the second address and adapted o be placed on the rear
panel of the envelope ' | N

5. Anenvelopeasclannedmanyprecedmgclarm,wheremtherear
address means comprises the seeond address printed on the rear panel of the envelope.

6. Anenvelopeasclannedmanyoneofthepreeedmgclmms wherein

‘the maehme reudable code obscurmg means further eompnses stamp affixment
mdrcanonmeansformdmatmgmtheaddmssattheﬁtstaddressdmasnmprsmbe
placedontherearoftheenvelopewhensendmgmeenvelopetothesecondaddress the
srampafﬁxmentmdlcauonmeansbemgarrangedontherenrpanelmsuchawaythat
the second address, located on the rear panel, is upsrde down in relation to the first
address, located on the front panel. | | |

7.  An envelooe as clanned in claim 1, wherein the machine readable
codeobscuﬁngmeammrthercompﬁsesnﬁrrm“machhwreadablecodepheedonme
envelope.. '. '

8.  An envelope as claimed in claim 7, wherein the machine readable
code obscuring means is placed alongside the machine readable code mdrcatmg the first
address,mdwaﬁngmcodereadmgmachneryoftheposmlsemcethatmemchm
readable code indicating the first address is to be disregarded when delivering the
envelope to the second address. '

9. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims wherein,
the envelope is formed from a single sheet of paper.

.10. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which
further comprises a first opening adapted o be closed and scaled by said insertion flap,
andasecondopemngadaptedmbeclosedandsealedbysmdreuseﬂap,andwhemm
the first and second opemngs, and the msernon and reuse flaps extend along two
adjacent edges of the envelope o

11. An envelope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, which is
provided with a transparent window, $0 as to enable an address within the envelope to

be viewed. | " This Sheet Has Been Rep
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12, An eni}elope as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the front panel is provided witl_) an adhesive label bearing the first address and adapted
to be removed by the first addressée _

13. A reusable envelope compnsmg front and rear panels, and bemg adapted
for use in a first orientation during a first use to dlspatch material to a first address, and
being further adapted for use in an inverted onenganon relative to said first orientation
when dispatching material to a second address, and said front panel being adapted to
bear said first address during said first use and said second address when the envelope
is despatched to said second address. _

14. An enirelOpe as claimed in claim 13, wherein said envelope is |
provided with stamp affixment indication means located in a pair of opposite corners of
said front panel of the envelope. | _

15. A blank from which a reusable envelope as claimed in hny one of the
preceding claims can be fabricated.
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