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Place first strips, made of an uncured elastomer, at least partially
within surface damage in exterior surface of hollow bladder in a side-
by-side arrangement

|

Seal surface damage, strips, and portion of exterior surface
surrounding surface damage in vacuum bag

!

Reduce pressure within vacuum bag relative to outside vacuum bag

|

While pressure within vacuum bag is reduced, heat first strips from
within vacuum bag to cure first strips

FIG. 38
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402 Seal through-hole along interior surface of hollow bladder with
,\_, pressure-sensitive sealant tape adhered to interior surface of hollow
bladder

|

404
1 Place at least one strip, made of uncured elastomer, within through-
hole of hollow bladder

!

406
\ Reduce pressure at exterior surface around through-hole, to below
atmospheric pressure, after through-hole is sealed along interior
surface with pressure-sensitive sealant tape

|

408 ’\, Cure strip by heating strip while through-hole is sealed along interior
surface by pressure-sensitive sealant tape and while pressure at
exterior surface around through-hole is reduced

|

410
\ Remove pressure-sensitive sealant tape from interior surface of
hollow bladder after strip is cured

FIG. 39
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Place first strips, made of an uncured elastomer, at least partially
within surface damage in exterior surface of hollow bladder

|

Reduce pressure at exterior surface, around surface damage and
first strips, to below atmospheric pressure

!

While pressure at exterior surface around surface damage and first
strips is reduced, curing first strips

Heat first strips at first temperature of 175F for fifteen minutes

I

Heat first strips at second temperature of 185F for ten minutes

I

Heat first strips at third temperature of 195F for ten minutes

\ 4

Heat first strips at fourth temperature of 280F for ten minutes

;

Heat first strips at fifth temperature of 365F for ten minutes

FIG. 40



