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_In order to increase the nunber of datastreans provided by a nultinedia
system a cluster of clusters (110) of nultinmedia AV server subsystens is
provi ded. Each <cluster in turn is conprised of a plurality of AV servers
(162), a shared loop architecture plurality of data storage devices (174)

I nterconnected to the A/V servers whereby any storage device is
substantially equally accessi bl e by any of the servers in the cluster; and
a highly available control server subsy en1(150) i nterconnected to the
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the end user. One of e control server SO serves as a naster
control server (156) assigning a rquggsTERS a datastrean1to one of the
clusters. Fig. 6

ABSTRACT

In order to increase the number of datastreams provided by a multimedia system,
a cluster of clusters (110) of multimedia A/V server subsystems is provided. Each
cluster in turn is compfised of a plurality of A/V servers (162), a shared loop
architecture plurality of data storage devices (174) interconnected to the A/V servers
whereby any storage device is substantially equally accessible by any of the servers in
the cluster; and a highly available control server subsystem (150) interconnected to the
A/V servers and the data storage devices for controlling the A/V servers and the data
storage devices. Each of the clusters is interconnected to a high speed switch (186) for
delivery of datastreams from the cluster to the end user. One of the control server
subsystems also serves as a master control server (156) assighing a request for a
datastream to one of the clusters.

Fig. 6



