"A nethod of determning the variation of the clearance between a magnetic
transducer and a recording nedia during track seeking" A nethod of

determ ning a clearance between a nagnetic transducer and a nagnetic
recording nmediumduring a track seeking operation, the nagnetic recording
medi um bei ng noveablewith respect to the transducer and including at |east
a test track and a reference track, which nethod conprises the steps of: at
| east partially erasing a predeterm ned area of the recordi ng nedi um
including at | east one test track and ai¥e reference track; witing a first
series of predeterm ned nmagnetic transitions along a spiral trace, forned
by seeking operation of the read/ wite head, of the transitions across the

predet erm n § acks in the predeterm ned area; reading the test track
and obt ai ni 7o he signals readback fromthe test track, the pul se

wi dth of the readback signal at a predeterm ned anplitude level; witing a
futher series of predeterm ned magnetic transitions identical to the first
seri es on a“pefmethode of r detérmininfetliecvariiition wédthenclearhhee phetsieenr wi ned

area; readi ﬁcrt?ﬁﬁ{tﬁiéﬁf ﬁhag cgmng%@ig? idt'ilﬁiéngftrrﬁﬂik ggﬂdgggnal s readback

fromthe rererence track, e pulse w r eadba gnal at the
predeterm ned anplitude | evel; and cal culating the difference between the
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nmagneti c r efipigfleti® reGsIdiHp eHedivie duriigka ek peeking lobbfatioh, 4he magnetic
recording medium being moveable with respect to the transducer and including
at least a test track and a reference track, which method comprises the steps of:
at least partially ¢rasing a predetermined area of the recording medium
including at least one test track and one reference track; writing a first series of
predetermined magnetic transitions along a spiral trace, formed by seeking
operation of the read/write head, of the transitions across the predetermined test
tracks in the predetermined area; reading the test frack and obtaining, from the
signals readback from the test track, the pulse width of the readback signal at a
predetermined amplitude level; writing a further series of predetermined
magnetic transitions identical to the first series on a reference track of the
recording medium in the predetermined area; reading the reference track and
obtaining, from the signals readback from the reference track, the pulse width
of the readback signal at the predetermined amplitude level; and calculating the
difference between the test track pulse width and the reference track pulse
width, said difference being indicative of the clearance between the magnetic

transducer and the magnetic recording medium during track seeking.
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