WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A compound having the following general formula I or a pharmaceuticafly acceptable salt

thereof:

Formula I

wherein B, D, E and G are independentl§f N or C-R' with the proviso that at least one of them is

N;

R'is selected from the group gpnsisting of hydrogen, substituted or unsubstituted alkyl, alkenyl,

alkynyl, cycloalkyl, hetergfycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, hydroxy, alkyloxy, aryloxy,
heteroaryloxy, acyloxyffarylacyloxy, heteroarylacyloxy, alkylsulfonyloxy, arylsulfonyloxy, thio,
alkylthio, arylthio #mino, alkylamino, dialkylamino, cycloalkylamino,

heterocycloalkgfamino, arylamino, heteroarylamino, acylamino, arylacylamino,
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cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl, substituted carbamoyl, halogen, cyano,

isocyano and nitro;

R is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycl

heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, acyl, arylacyl, heteroarylacyl, alk ulﬁnyl,

arylsulfinyl, heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfongl, hetercarylsulfonyl,

aminosulfonyl, substituted aminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl, cycloalkylaXycarbonyl,

aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoy! and substituted carbamoyl;

R' and R* are selected from the group consisting of:

(a) independently selected from the group consisting of ogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl,
cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroardl, acyl, arylacyl, heteroarylacyl,
alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl, heteroarylsulfinyl, hyd#oxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl,
heteroarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl, substitutegfaminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,

cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, #arbamoyl and substituted carbamoyl;

(b) R' and R? together with the carbopfatom they are attached to form a substituted or

unsubstituted ring, which optio include one or more heteroatoms in the ring;

B

(c) R'orR? together with the, rbon atom it is attached to, the nitrogen next to this carbon, the

carbon between this nitrogen and E or D, and the R' of E or D when E or D is C-R', form a

substituted or unsubsgftuted ring, which optionally include one or more heteroatoms in the ring;




Ar' and Ar® are independently substituted aryl or heteroaryl.
2. The compound or salt of claim 1, wherein R! is hydrogen

3. The compound or salt of claim 1 or 2, wherein R? is hydrogen,

5

4. The compound or salt according to anyone of the preceding claims, whérein Ar! is mono-

substituted phenyl.

5. The compound or salt according to anyone of the preceding gfaims, wherein Ar* is mono-

substituted phenyl,

6. The compound or salt of claim 4 or 5, wherein mono-substituted phenyl is ethoxy-phenyl.

7. The compound or salt of claim 1, selected f6in the group consisting of [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl)

-3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - { 4-eth¥l-benzyl) -amine; [3- ( 6-Ethoxy-pyridin-3-yl) -3H-
imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyftbenzyl) -amine; [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4,
5-b] pyridin-6-y1] - (5-methyl-pyrigin-2-ylmethyl) -amine; [1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -IH-imidazo

[4, 5-b] pyridin-5-y1] - (4—ethy enzyl) -amine; [1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -lH-benzotriazol-5-y1] -
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; N3f3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-y1] -N- (4-
ethyl-benzyl} -acetami - [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-
ethyl-benzyl) -benzgmide; 2-Dimethylamino-N- [3- (4-ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4,5-b]

pyridin-6-y1] -N#(4-ethyl-benzyl) -acetamide hydrochloride; N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-

imidazo [4, pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -succinamic acid; N- [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -

3H-imidgFo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -methanesulfonamide; N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-

65



phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -benzenesulfonamide; and [3;5;‘5?

(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-[1,2,3] triazolo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - (4-cthyl-benzyl) -amine. 4"
(%gﬁ

gf

5

8. The compound or salt of claim 1, 1s [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pﬁf;%fidin—G—yl] -
ég;gi’

/{ézf

(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

9. The compound or salt of claim 1, is [ 1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -EH-benz%t?gazol—&yl] - (4-ethyl-
benzyl) -amine. ff
4
&

4
10. The compound or salt of claim 1, is [3- (4-Ethoxy—phenylf 3H-[ 1, 2, 3] triazolo [4, 5-b]

pyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

11. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a phgtmaceutically acceptable carrier and the

compound or salt according to anyone of the préceding claims.

12. The compound or salt according to anyone of claims 1-10 for use in the treatment or

prophylaxis of a viral infection or disgifse associated therewith.

13. The compound or salt of clajn 12 for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus

infection or disease associatefl therewith.

14. The compound or sgit for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or
disease associated tiferewith of claim 13, wherein the Arenavirus is selected from the group
consisting of Lagka, Junin, Machupo, Guanarito, Sabia, Whitewater Arroyo, Chapare, LCMV,

LCMV-like iruses.
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15. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection gr

disease associated therewith of claim 14 wherein said LCMV-like viruses are select

group consisting of Dandenong, Tacaribe, and Pichinde.

16. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavj
disease associated therewith of claim 13, wherein said Arenavirus infecgfon is associated with a

s infection or

condition selected from the group consisting of Lassa fever, Argentj {c hemorrhagic fever,

Bolivian hemorrhagic fever, and Venezuelan hemorrhagic feverg

17. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or proph#laxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of claim 13 which further€omprises coadministration of at least one

agent selected from the group consisting of antivirgl agent, vaccine, and interferon.

18. The compound or salt for use in the treatgfient or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of claim 17,

ks

erein said antiviral agent is Ribavirin.

19. The compound or salt for use indhe treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of glaim 17, wherein said antiviral agent is cidofovir.

20. The compound or salt fOr use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated the ith of claim 17 wherein said interferon is pegylated.

21. Use of the cQ; or salt of anyone of claims 1-10 in the manufacture of a medicament

for the treat - or prophylaxis of a viral infection or disease associated therewith as defined in

any one ¢ fclaims 12-16.
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CLATIMS :

1. A compound having the following general formula I or

a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof:

)
Ar? N D\‘ N

X g I ‘B
R R2 E\G/ N/

Formula I

wherein B, D, B and G are independently N or C-R’

with the proviso that at least one of them is N;

R’ is selected from the group consisting of
hydrogen, substituted or unsubstituted alkyl, alkenyl,
alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl,
hetercaryl, hydroxy, alkyloxy, aryloxy, heteroaryloxy,
acyloxy, arylacyloxy, heterocarylacyloxy, alkylsulfonyloxy,
arylsulfonyloxy, thio, alkylthio, arylthio, amino,
alkylamino, dialkylamino, cycleoalkylamino,
heterocycloalkylamino, arylamino, heteroarylamino,
acylamino, arylacylamino, heterocarylacylamino,
alkylsulfonylamino, arylsulfonylamino, acyl, arylacyl,
hetercarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
hetercarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl,
arylsulfonyl, heteroarylgsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl,
substituted aminosulfonyl, carboxy, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl,

substituted carbamoyl, halogen, cyano, isocyano and nitro;

R is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen,
alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl,
arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, acyl, arylacyl,
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heterocarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl,
arylsulfonyl, heteroarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl,
substituted aminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and

substituted carbamoyl;

each of R' and R® is hydrogen; and

Ar' and Ar® are independently substituted aryl or

heteroaryl.

2. The compound or salt of claim 1, wherein Ar® and/or

Ar’ is mono-substituted phenyl.

3. The compound or salt of claim 2, wherein Ar® is

ethoxy-phenyl.

4. The compound or salt of claim 1, selected from the
group consisting of [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4,5-
blpyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; [3-{6-Ethoxy-
pyridin-3-yl) -3H-imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-
benzyl) -amine; [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo([4,5-
blpyridin-6-y1] - (5-methyl-pyridin-2-ylmethyl) -amine; [1-
(4 -Ethoxy-phenyl) -1H-imidazo[4,5-b] pyridin-5-y1l] - (4-ethyl-
benzyl) -amine; [1-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-1H-benzotriazol-5-y1]-
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; N-{3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-
imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-y1l] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -acetamide;
N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-v1] -N-
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -benzamide; 2-Dimethylamino-N-{3-(4-
ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo{4,5-b]pyridin-6-y1l] -N- (4-ethyl-
benzyl) -acetamide hydrochloride; N-[3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -
3H-imidazo [4,5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -

succinamic acid; N-[3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4,5-
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blpyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -methanesul fonamide; N-
[3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4,5-b]lpyridin-6-y1] -N- (4-
ethyl-benzyl) -benzenesulfonamide; and [3- (4-Ethoxy-
phenyl) -3H-[1,2,3]triazolo[4,5-blpyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-
benzyl}-amine, and pharmaceutically acceptable salts

thereof.

5. The compound or salt of claim 1, selected from [3-(4-
Ethoxy-phenyl} -3H-imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-y1] - (4-ethyl-
benzyl} -amine, [1l-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-1H-benzotriazol-5-y1]-
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine, or [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-
[1,2,3]triazolo[4,5-blpyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -

amine, and pharmaceutically acceptable salts thereof.

5. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier and the compound or

galt of any one of claims 1 to 5.

7. The compound or salt of anyone of claims 1 to 5 for

use in therapy.

8. The compound or salt of c¢laim 7 for use in the
treatment or prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith.

9. The compound or salt for use in the treatment ox
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
associated therewith of claim 8, wherein the Arenavirus is
selected from the group consisting of Lassa, Junin,
Machupo, Guanarito, Sabia, Whitewater Arroyo, Chapare,

LCMV, LCMV-like viruses.

10. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or

prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
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agssoclated therewith of claim 9, wherein said LCMV-like
viruses are selected from the group consisting of

Dandenong, Tacaribe, and Pichinde.

11. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
associated therewith of claim 8, wherein said Arenavirus
infection is associated with a condition selected from the
group consisting of Lassa fever, Argentine hemorrhagic
fever, Bolivian hemorrhagic fever, and Venezuelan

hemorrhagic fever.

12. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
associated therewith of claim 8, which further comprises
co-administration of at least one agent selected from the
group consisting of antiviral agent, vaccine, and

interferon.

13. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
associated therewith of c¢laim 12, wherein said antiviral

agent is Ribavirin or cidofovir.

14. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease
associated therewith of claim 12, wherein said interferon

is pegylated.

15. Use of the compound or salt of any one of claims 1 to
5 in the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment or
prophylaxis of an Arenavirus infection or disease

asgoclated therewith as defined in any one of claims 8 to

11.
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