;e3e"d <Xx6TkyP "Client-Driven Method and System for Effecting Paynent for
‘Gbods and/ or Services" Field of the Invention The present invention rel ates
to a client-driven nethod and systemfor effecting 5 pay
and/ or services. Mre particularly, the cljent-driven ne?ﬁl@MWﬁ“MﬁmmmEnrrs
capabl e of managi ng paynent for goods and/ of services provi tiple
suppliers to multiple purchasers. Background Art Cash flom/nanagenent is an
issue in nosj
suppl i ers of ; R 5 ds and/or
paynent, andggh"bagge orders takrng advantage of these offers requrres
noni toring of deadlines and anticipation of requirenents in advance.

Accordi ngly, few businesses, particularly snmall businesses, are in a
position to Epiq FdHaNhdEstien such offers. In addition to organisational

i ssues, many small businesses sinply 15 do not have funds readily avail abl e
to take advantage of such offers made by suppliers. One potential solution
to cash fl owrgefdrbsentt ihneentich Fdigteds ffclientd®ein niclisod ahy %@ﬂerﬁﬁab’eﬁé@lﬁhé
facilities, particularly credit cards such as those offered under the trade
mar ks AVERI CpaymRPRES00dssandion SBERCRRD MereppartiesladyUthe zbemiadre/eas@@mcm ed

therewith in i

i ncentive scﬁﬁ%&g%ﬁ%ﬁgég?lgkog 'ﬁﬁﬁgqlhgrﬁ%&ﬁ%@tgfgé% ?@gl perr og& B@ﬁ
reward poi nt by idtiplewupbiémsrtobeultipleduachasergoods and services of val ue.
However, inefficient use of credit facilities can be costly so many

busi nesses are wary of using such and do not receive the full benefit of

t he incenti vBaskgeotsd A#d Cash flow difficulties are equally inportant from
t he perspective of the supply of goods and/or services. Considerable
supplier resources are commonly consuned in chasing up a | arge nunber of
relatively sCakh @owt nanagelnent & ab ligsues imnmosb|rsinesses hapticedanyt small

i nventi on to provide a customer-driyen g;y nt nmet hod ca ablﬁ of . at st
gpP SUF'SP%“"S

subst ant {181 1 Yusipessesi Wileheurplisre Hd HEHPFHEC

f t t "
o “varl at1 ongreiP} PEEmERE il Cithad BRI Tl Sdvhftop 5@@‘%8%%@? JegEese
i mply the i nolamitodng af daadhra&&alnd an’egpatrm'r ograquenfemmh'egﬂamcbutAawrdinglg

exclusion of ,any other inte i nt eger.s. The

o Ceusst on”oféW fuSipashes Haficlia® sl HlistessRl: 44 iafogsh &5 ke fhantase,
under st andi ngf 8fick Bfferd! Glﬁfa’ﬂdltidh\/%r‘gﬁﬁrsah‘@m\l%uesl nartyasihall basih@sses simply
appreci ated that the discussion is not an acknow edgenent or adm ssi on that

any of tH& rrdpelmtama\reeflérdsaﬁaduyv@r@llaah t%rah%edmrﬁaﬁ f estshapffeisomadedy i n
Australia asg % priority date of the application. Disclosure of the

| nvention In a cor ance with a first aspect of the invention there is
provided a client-driven

One potential solution to cash flow difficulties is the use of a credit facility and

many credit facilities, particularly credit cards such as those offered under the
trade marks AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA, MASTERCARD or DINERS CLUB,
20 have associated therewith incentive schemes designed to encourage the use of
such. These incentive schemes commonly take the form of interest free periods
and/or reward points that may later be traded for goods and services of value.
However, inefficient use of credit facilities can be costly so many businesses are
wary of using such and do not receive the full benefit of the incentive schemes.

25 Cash flow difficulties are equally important from the perspective of the supply of
goods and/or services. Considerable supplier resources are commonly

consumed in chasing up a large number of relatively small debts.

O
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15 met hod of effecting paynent for goods and/or services to be perforned by
a single entity, the nmethod conprising the steps of: agreeing with a
supplier terns of supply for the supply of goods and/or services; receiving
details of an order for goods and/or serviées froma first 20 purchaser
placed with the supplier; receiving details of an order for goods and/or
services froma second purchaser placed with the supplier; drawing on a
credit facilittiy afe ohiect iof $he nresentsivventien o drevifde a gustamesr-drivenhpayseeshd

pur chaser; a pay.l t Ler |y g S :
services or dﬁ%@%é%yg%@%ﬁ?i Bﬁt agHE%PL'\assellb%ganrggggcékg&ghﬂﬁ%agg ?%P%égétrl%aeﬁce
with the terpmbfms. -3 supply using noney drawn fromthe respective credit
facilities of the first purchaser and second purchaser. Preferably, the
met hod i ncludes the step of agreeing with the supplier the ternms of supply
i ncl udes agr gargughout hé hepetificatiory ualess tiies contekt aeqidices btiemivise] the Sword
paynment of the invoice within a (ﬁs{edgtern‘i_ ned Egri od. Moy M{)eferabl {he
pr edet er nPneCOFRNISS] Or ¥ariationssugh 3 &roIApNses; QE CaMBRIRING» Xiihbe UpAtstRed to

credit facil in‘i%l%e Tirﬂf?uéi{)]ﬁ of a@iét‘g@gﬁferlgeir or g%{ﬂi of iAtddeRs BUPHBE thafeXcldicn der

pl aced by the rst purchaser an predetérmned fee for facilitating
payment ; andaoy other integenor grauproffiniegetse credit facility of the 10 second
purchaser is equal to the anount of the order placed by the second
purchaser and the predeterm ned fee for facilitating paynent. Preferably,

t he nmet hod f Thehprecediny idisesissioa of dps dckgeaurehtd rtheaimventivroris siatendedf taom
the first pugchaser to draw on.a credit facility of the first purchaser, on
behal f of th qnﬁ?tbet ap, Hederstanding, £, e’l@%‘"&f&p‘f‘%ﬁ@“% aUPWgP’?Ea#Ii%}?"ﬁJJ?ﬁ
the secong pHFERa%‘ﬁéiéd tRattthaWistusaiod 8 ddt antddknoedteridt sresdmigsipHrtabeasy
on behal f of e second purchaser. Preferably, the nethod includes the

further stepobthectaterial deferried torvas pad of thexspmmaneensratkrowledge in Austialia
the first pu%ﬁgﬁlﬁ? H@ﬁﬁgtﬁ%ﬁgﬁ %peall?:?i&i\.ty of the second purchaser. 20
udes

Preferably, ne I'so I'n e steps of: issuing a rebate to the
first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned portion of the

total of anchiiéa%gﬁgé oﬂﬁéi’rﬁvérﬂﬂ?ﬁe of fered by the supplier as part of the
pl'y; ~and’f or -

terms of sup I'Ssulng a rebate to the second purchaser, the
rebate equating to a predeterm ned portion of the total of any discount

andfor rebat ¢, ghLeHaHcLNil'S RUPRIJeRE ofthe®Rubnfdn tHite i€ bMEViddd 8'¢HBhY.driven

15 method of effecting payment for goods and/or services to be performed by a

single entity, the method comprising the steps of:

agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or
services;

receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a first

20 purchaser placed with the supplier;

receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a second

purchaser placed with the supplier;

drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

25 paying the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the
first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of



Preferably, the nethod also includes the steps of: 5 receiving fromthe
first purchaser and/or second purchaser a credit statenent; recording the
date by which a paynent on the credit facility nust be made as indicated by
the credit statenent; and rem nding the fiérzt pur chaser and/or second
purchaser, as appropriate, of the need to Yrake such a paynent, prior to the
date by which paynent on the 10 credit facility nust be nade Nbre i
preferably, the neuppiy using maney frawn Bpmother erspeetive geedihfaciliies of the fset on
the credit state ' on behalf of the first and/or
second purchaser WSQ'IsChgg%lr%%ér Fgﬁr{?@?@’%l y, the credit facility of the
first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the 15 second purchaser is a

credit card facility. >f er 1 :

nterest freRraerey RAPErBHREIAF e tHE of ebieing Wi hESUbblct thpTerfs of
accordance wWsibplp ipeheed agriig olith thepsessier omvandiscourithand/or srepatey ifded
a system of managi ng %ay,men_t for . goods, and/ or services conprising: 20 a
first pur8haBaymgst aighg inyqice withintaReedrierpngdieriodn data communi cation
with a facilitator conmputer; a second purchaser using a second purchasing
conputer in data comruni cation vvith,tge facilitator conmputer; and -5 a
suppl i er usi Mpra reefsARgthe predeterminedRariodds Scation with the
facilitator conmputer; wherein the facilitator conputer: agrees with the
supplier conmputer as to the ternms of supply for the ply, of oods

and/ or ser vrgé%f?ratébém@"wtaﬁlaé""bfm%hér‘é%ﬁ"t fﬁcﬂﬁlée?&]petgllf& Pn‘ércgﬁ i IS &aupby
goods and/ or Vi i i " {

detai o of alf SiaFRaE BT inrddnpiacecthy e Fisf PLRBSREIRHLT precRisified fee
by the seconébrpiacititetsiongaygment)tand/or thed aavainb rdraworfeamt theacrieditt facitity ohéhe

first purchaser and a credit facility of the second Ic er i, he
suppl i er 12)or S€ PUREhaseL 'ao%(ﬂ}_éalatﬁd amaunt cogst?‘Sr 8&’%‘50&%%({ Py ﬁ%r g?&?né
purchaser ang,&8R8¢ aRY s pRRictérmines Psdifordacifating pagmiedt.ns of supply using
noney drawn fromthe respective credit facilities of the first purchaser
and 15 second purchaser. Preferably, in agreeing with the supplier conputer
as to the tepysfepibly UPR!MethodFuitRE! Edrhpfisds BroBIehebf.agrees with the
supplier conmputer oh a discount and/or rebate for paynment of the invoice
within a predeternmned period. Mre preferably, the predeternined period is
7 days. 20 Pref 5?@&&%9 A aufrfishtibRifrdm SRR Purciaser t6loaag d 8Brédiefaeilrgi t
facility of the first “purchaser an anpunt equal to that of the order placed
by the first puptthedist purghasereibekalfiphibe firslpyrehasefcand/ont i ng paynent ;
and/ or

15 accepting an authorisation from the second purchaser to draw on a credit
facility of the second purchaser on behalf of the second purchaser.

Preferably, the method includes the further step of consolidating the funds drawn
from the credit facility of the first purchaser and the credit facility of the second

purchaser.
20 Preferably, the method also includes the steps of:

issuing a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined
portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as

part of the terms of supply, and/or



-6 draws fromthe credit facility of the second purchaser an anmount equal
to that of the order placed by the second purchaser and the predetermni ned
fee for facilitating paynment. Preferably, the facilitator computer also: 5
accepts an authorisation fromthe first pujchaser, through the first

pur chasi ng conputer, to draw on a credit Tacility of the first purchaser on
behal f of the first purchaser; and/or accepts an authorisation fromthe
second pur chasdssuin@r dudebatge te cthsh SeseNEnRETFNRSEDbMINE efebaty aaugling, tg

credit facility ; ] f

purchaser. Pr efpergégfegr?\nf{ogﬁ)&gg |H lLizlffEi IE?E(?(EIC% t gg@@%saorﬁ/%la@gg %gﬁ%dﬁyam
from the credi tsuppliet as padiofitie térimssof guppbhaser and the credit facility of
t he second purchaser. Preferably, the facilitator conputer: issues a rebate
to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned 15 portion

of the total Priferibly, dhé atathbd atsd/ includebahe stefpsefed by the supplier as part
of the terns of supply; andlor issuing a rebate to the second purchaser,
the rebate equating to a predeterm ned portion of the total of any di scount

and/ or rebate ofcteivirdy frymithe fisstnirclieaseaandéortsecbnd ipeircherses aafrediti platsme )
Preferably, the facilitator conmputer: receives fromthe first purchaser
and/ or second purchaser, through their respective purchasing conputer, an

el ectroni c copyreebrding tiesldatesbpindiichna; payetent am thieecrddit €adility \wistlbeamaalgneent
on the credit facility nmust be made as indjcated by the credit statenent;
and -7 reni ndgdm@gbvmeg@damm%ﬁ:@w second purchaser, as
appropriate and through their purchasing conputer, of the need to make such
a paynent, prior wto the date by which paynment on the credit facgilit

nust
be made. Pref ers@nindingerfie purchaser 2eYRLBEFONLRHIRIARES 3@@99@8”%&8?3%
on the credit 5n§%<ﬂtt8'?ﬁ£'ﬁe adeh ’?Eﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁor”ﬁd&@?gﬁé‘a??'v@hi% et ' the

and/ or second pu aser, as appr late. Preferably, e credit facility of
t he firstlOpur charedit facilityonustte madei t facility of the second purchaser is a
credit card facility. Mdre preferably, the credit card facility has an
interest free period and/or loyalty 10 schene associated therewith. Brief
Descri pti on WMorehmefarablyntie Fiethod intludesathecstepefirecorgilingsentriasirecordedzon
first enbodi ment of the present inventiqgn 2 4s ag,ghemati

. Fi
represent at i 9 6Fedit sfalementAaAIRstRAYMEN str%d%pggtéerﬁa%uéfethe firSt and/or’ secon

purchaser, as appropriate.

Preferably, the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the

15 second purchaser is a credit card facility.

More preferably, the credit card facility has an interest free period and/or loyalty

scheme associated therewith.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a

system of managing payment for goods and/or services comprising:

20 a first purchaser using a first purchasing computer in data communication with

a facilitator computer;

a second purchaser using a second purchasing computer in data

communication with the facilitator computer; and



invention. Figure 3 is a schematic representation of a third enbodi nent of
the present invention. 5 Figure 4 is a schematic representation of a fourth
enbodi ment of the present invention. Best Mddels) for Carrying Qut the

I nvention A first enbodi nent of the present invention will now be
described, by way of exanple only. The e dinment is ained at facilitating
the efficient paynent for 10 goods and/or services ordered on behalf of a
first purchasera $Oppliet using:8 eugplier corapeter ipdata canBmynicaien yyity bei facititatemat
t he scope of the rgr@gf,nt invention is not to be [imted by the discussion
of the enbodi neffi PESH exanpl e, the present invention may involve any
nunber of purchasers and suppliers. In this enbodinent, the first purchaser
10 and second pur.chaser .12 each have an 15 established credit facility 14
with a fi nanw‘gfe'? F}E f"a}qulgf?tgﬁcég[pu th as a bank. The financial institution
16 used by the first purchaser 10 may be different to the financi al

institution 16 used by the secqnd pu C i toafacihit]

used by both th%grpﬁ?g%t'hﬂl? §lé%°3ﬁ5 °§U’F@E§§§§ t‘%g?e %ﬁﬁaéfg&aﬁsps%?&atb éd4 u%%lyléf

t herew t hsan i ngeddesand/oesemiiespd and a | oyalty schenme. The |oyalty 20
schenme operates such that benefits are accrued through use of the

associ ated credit facility. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser
12 communi cat e pcklved deasild ot ah ofderSladédwithrthé sppplidrdeeyodds and/or lsendessond
purchaser 12, respectively, place orders 20 for goods and/or services with
the facilitatorsers byrfhe fisitnusalasiog CORPUIET, nane of the supplier 22 from
whom t he goods and/or services are to be obtained. The facilitator 18

consol i dates the orders 20. _g_If the first and second purchaser 10, 12
have stated in teseivescietails ohal ieEderataced wWithdhe sgppliesfop gopds andies serviees

goods and/or se e'ﬁtcbiﬁth%r%%ﬁbﬁﬁgﬁf@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁw facilitator 18 places the

consol i dated or and negotiates the terns of
supply. These terns include discounts on the basis of the quantity of 5 the

order 24 .pl aced Vi i : t L i A PRY
If the filst an%’a‘ars‘)‘gegcgﬁdapﬁ%@ﬁgggﬁ{yiéfq%%ﬁgaﬁgf&hgsﬁi afid & Bl Tacifgy 6F Me
supplier 22 frosesdrehpurchagerpaadand/ or services shoul d be obtained, the
facilitator 18 conducts enquiries with a nunber of suppliers 22 as to their
terms of supply of the goods and/or services. Again, these terns include

di scounts basedpays theestipptiendorl Sumdlyingthe goods dandégr serviced ordereddunthe finst

-the basis of the quantity of théa

or der _ )
purchaser and secon purc?waser in accordance with the terms of supply using

money drawn from the respective credit facilities of the first purchaser and

15 second purchaser.

Preferably, in agreeing with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply, the
facilitator computer agrees with the supplier computer on a discount and/or rebate

for payment of the invoice within a predetermined period.
More preferably, the predetermined period is 7 days.
20 Preferably, the facilitator computer also:

draws from the credit facility of the first purchaser an amount equal to that of
the order placed by the first purchaser and a predetermined fee for facilitating

payment; and/or



placed. In an alternative enbodi nent, these enquiries may have been
'‘perfornmed prior to placenent of the orders 20 by the first and second
purchaser 10, 12. In this alternate enbodi nent, details of the terns of
supply for each supplier 22 are recorded by the facilitator 18 for future
reference. 15 After conducting such enquir?es, the facilitator 18 pl aces
the consolidated order 24 with the supplier 22 who offers the npst

f avour abl e t er ndragfs fsapphe cfedit famintxepfrﬂwe@gcqm Rurehaser ayamaunhequal to that

ends an i nvoi 8 B8 OBeT RiRGect by 108 B0 Py Ut e ProdeliiniHER ol e,

to the first an@chieftigdhaydnentr chaser 10, 12 along with the goods and/or
services that nake up the consolidated order 24. At sone stage prior to
this step, the first purchaser 10 attends to all necessary steps as set by
i ts financi apréfaddly, thée faciftBtdreompuier alse: the facilitator 18 to act on the
credit facility 14 the first purchaser 10 has with that financi al
institution 16. 25 Simlarly, the second purchaser 12 attends to all
necessary 5st epsagepte binButhéisdtionafsmahe ififstt purthasger, fffough she First ipsiecHdsing
facilitator 18 to act on the credit facility 14 the second purchaser 12 has
with that finaneemaputesstodram @hamedlt\faqlﬁyjaﬁw fﬂrﬁbpgr&héS%riwgbaEal?ﬁgthe Irst
supplier 22 sen WalVe] 26 to the facilitator 18, the facilitator 18
draws on the fiéj@&Cﬁ%aéﬁgéggéo?' s credit facility 14 and the second -10
purchaser's credit facility 14. The noney drawn fromthese credit
facilities 14 i tsa -t t i i
facilitator 18.Qﬁ%%?§n%{u%%%d ré{\%ﬂ ??%n*ﬁgg‘f!%%f&ggﬁéﬁég&&ggme i t%@@ond
facility 14 andptichasiagosumputet htestrawsor raecieditffacilityi ofythe4secondrmyrohasernen
to the value of the 8€%ds and/or services ordered 5 by the first purchaser
10 or sed@nd pubenals tfﬁecaadmazﬂﬁ%f-ate, when conpared to the total value
of the consolidated order 24. By having the facilitator 18 draw on the

L ey B A4S, BERE cobndRal RS Yl flh, 1A bdh
first purchaggginl Gf aidrise efb%agaitf ﬁﬁ@%@é cr%%ittfaéiquﬂtﬂé’,sémma%mﬁhgé@d

| oyalty schene. Upon recelpt o e goods and/orf services 30 by the first
purchaser 10 and second purchaser 12 fromthe supplier 22, it is the

responsi bi i eabifCinkl hefitaef cotfisGter 10 and second purchaser 12,
0 pronptly '

respectively, send a signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26
to the facilitator 18. Once received by the supplier 18, the 15 signed copy

of the supplier .sguggzéﬁ.;e%%é%ﬁ ﬂfféﬁrs@%uF&P‘%s@ﬁc’c?Eiré@ét%réq%ajti?\gq]@té@l‘éde‘t’eﬁrﬂn@@y

t he supplier 22 an Itator "18 transtfers nonies 3 romthe trust
account 215 t o t pertiompel ther tatal ohaay disatunt @ndiarhrebate aBigied by dbe tseipplieroas

supply. The facilitator i the supplier 22 until the signed
invoice 26 is rBEGiQ%QF tq]rﬁls&fjé[%gﬁ}éiaﬁﬁéori n the best interests of the first
and second purchasers 10, 12 to 20 pronptly provide a signed copy of the
supplier's invoice.26 to the faci|ita 8 i ur d ARY
result in wt hd_fs<§\5€/é{'|g i @I&Pﬁ%i g’c&hﬁt Sé%%&e%&%ngﬁ{g {;]Laésﬁgﬁgtfe %%%Hgaop a
payment. A port P%Uéiérrﬁiﬂédfbo?ﬁ&’ﬂﬂf thef fotil & aby digtount Bptior reBateasffeped bydhe

the negotiated terns of suppI%/ may then be passed on to the first and
second pur chasesupplieras part of the terms of supply.

20 Preferably, the facilitator computer:

receives from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, through their

respective purchasing computer, an electronic copy of a credit statement;

records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as

indicated by the credit statement; and



25 in the formof a rebate 34, if not already done so. The facilitator 18
‘'may also retain a portion of the discount. The facilitator 18 al so charges
the first and second purchaser 10, 12 a fee for facilitating the purchase
or der. - 11/1 It is noted that the fina?cial institutions 16 that
provide credit facilities, such as credit” cards, nmay issue statenments 36 of
transactions conducted in respect of the credit facility 14 to the first
and second pur oegdeds tbe first (paschaser opnd/at Spcosddirshases@st epprapsiatelang,

indicate the d [ f ' cLlues
and, accordi ngﬁbﬁﬁt@%ﬁq\éﬂeng&@ﬁﬁ %Wgﬁ grap gtr?e%ﬁr?%gﬁt rﬁéﬁ? ?P g'?%;r;l%er'ﬁsé@%ﬁd
purchaser (as apprhepatéabgwhich pdyimént ovathiscrielit fadility enesttbetmatibe facilitator
18. The facilitator 18 then, at 1ts option, perforns a reconciliation on
the statenent 36 conparing entries recorded thereon against details of
payment s nadprdfgrably, otheb€ddllitatart computdrr Récompitéw rertte recordedhan ethel Greldit
The facilitator 18 10 al so records the date by mhi$h paynent nust be nade
bef ore i nPer sigteraent against payments raade pn bebalfiof dhe fiest Andiysacondipurehaser,
enbodi nment péggs?ﬁg*-ggscribed, the facilitator 18 nay send one or nore
rem nders 38 to ?irst and/ or second purchaser 10, 12 (as appropriate)
prior to this date. In a second, alternate, enbodi nent of the present

i nvention, ' leSni . ' it il

second. pur chasse o N LTERE fcilly e Buichibobaidy e redi LRl the | |
with the supgécand Rarchapemis raecredipicand faeility.nvoi ce 26 for the goods and/ or
servi ces purchased fromthe supplier 22, the first and second purchaser 10,
12, as appropriate, signs the invoice and forwards this to the facilitator
18. The provMarempreferably; theecredipsardffacilityohae af GntecedtHfeed peritd tandéor [agalR0
provi des @Utﬁﬁ{it% to th f%cilLiator 18 to pay the invoice 26. Upon receipt
of a signld PHREINE@ssecialadNPLWIN -t ator 18 initiates a draw down on the
first or second purchaser's credit facility 14, as appropriate. The anpunt
of noney drayn- fromthe credit.facility 14 is equal to the anmount of
the supplier gg'egwwmqw ?Et%ﬁr‘l“ﬂﬂ‘%ci litator's 18 fee for facilitating
t he purchase order. The noney drawn from 25 both the first or second
purchaser's ¢redit facility is thereafter. consoljdated ipto rust or

ot her account'@fethdstadq Pf’!:?ﬁ'&r r%_es%\tgﬁorm;gna r%&gieﬁf%#‘mﬁngiozﬁgﬁ Presgnte,
t he facilitahggaﬁgnnotes the date of issue of the signed invoice 26 and
notes the date en the invoice 26 is to be paid. The date for paynent is
determ ned by the business rules of the facilitator 18 and does 30 not
necessarily coincide with the date for paynent set by the supplier 22. In
the arrangenent contenplated, the date for paynent is 7 days fromthe date
of issue - 1112



of the signed invoice 26. The facilitator 18 then proceeds to pay the
invoice 26 on the determ ned date. For these reasons, it is inportant that
the first and second purchaser 10, 12 sign each invoice 26 received froma
supplier 22 and forward it to the facilitator 18 as 5 soon as possible. At
any stage within this process, the facilit@alor 18 may negotiate terns of
supply with the supplier 22, particular focus being placed on obtaining a

coor dance. v OhRE ol & SETEN G eraRALREof & aoorf REBHERI 4B, Prasst

payment is nggehiigied, the 10 facilitator 18 undertakes to pay the

di scount ed anount of the invoice on the determ ned date for paynent. The
di fference between this discounted ambunt and the anpbunt drawn-down from
the first orpgepol iPW GRASHAtE rEPresbhtatiocifiof d asiid idmbddimehef sthei preseht
half of the di'fference being provided as a rebate to the first or second
pur chaser 10inventioms appropriate, and the renmmi nder being retained by 15
the facilitator 18. If a rebate for pronpt paynent is negotiated, the
facilitator 18 undertakes to pay the full ampbunt of the invoice on the
det er ni ne8 dBigare ot iip@yﬁémma&bdﬁpﬁeé@@i%iipnwf aHeurtbrimbodiment taftheuprssest
22 for pronpt nt, half of the rebate anbunt is returned to the first
or second quB§§§ 10, 12, as appropriate, the renmai nder 20 bei ng retai ned
by the facilitator 18. O her ancillary functions, such as setting up

credit fac | PesbMadBtEhEBCaIN oul g ARG 00 RIECRESET D Hhe sane
manner as des_crihibﬁd iin Lefﬁgcts OI)nt he fi rst errbodiemant. iFurtklle_r, thie .
That of the i It ehBtdenhior P BB AVTREh: HBrISL s isemadi By Wi of

i nvention, t Eﬁémflé oflySyFhemarhissdinmenadd aineduaitailitating doe effickerd/payment for
servi ces. i - 11 /3 The systeminvolves a fi rat puré'haas%nl% 1g=:‘odrrputer 100,
4'va er

a second 18ur grads mpddmpeivices 1orgered pachehalbpha Hishpyr R P SEEP
conmputer 106 [ nst | '
conput or 102PYiKEsel {2, EShola e dofiRRRitl ekt ASEod B 11 pRARNEHENGEN
confi gurati onotto be liwdtdd by thendisgussien af the Bmtrodéimant: eFor examples the present

pur chasi ng comput.er 100. and second pur i t L are in data
communi cat i oﬁr‘%f‘&'ﬂ"m@' F‘é(&?f‘i'ﬁ S ngﬁ?ré{ﬁ%ﬁ%?iggﬁﬁes%ﬂ?% tator conputer
104 is in data comuni cation with the supplier conputer 106. In the -12
enbodi ment bei descrj.bed. the_neans ,of daka comuni.cati i St t

| nt er net , hoh%? 9@#@9%3%%&%? pé'ﬂ‘é}?‘s&gqhiarnéjc e @pr&&{:lﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@%ﬁ%e &
enpl oyed.1sFahidhgREE Rredit FRHIRE S141 WRh [NfigamGal ihbfitatigh 18, \welbh kisoadsaink. Thike
first purchasing conmputer 100 and second purchasing conputer 102 are

5
respect i vel y finapeist imstietion 16 usad iyt theufitsiRuphasey A0 dnay e SHEPBoY thder
110. The first_pu , - ndhay STt hal
conput ere 11){)?'518%{??@1%@&@8@% %ééﬁﬁ\?hi%“%éﬁ@ﬁ{r%rﬂ%y 1?2 It:‘:)st hgurc astng

facilitator conputer 104. The second purchaser 110, using the web browser
of the secon u ' : k: ' f i r iy
Faci 11ty 112 VB CRARTRBNIES T <o P botl Y iR Brfietard Slirchafir 167 P2npue
credit facilidggodiated therewithdar interedt fraecperad aindsa lofdlyr schemelerThehoyaityde
mar ks AVERI CAN EXPRESS) VI SA, WSTER%W or DI NE%S :

20 scheme operates such that benefits are accrued through use of the associated

credit facility.

The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12 communicate with a facilitator
18. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12, respectively, place
orders 20 for goods and/or services with the facilitator 18 and, optionally, the
25 name of the supplier 22 from whom the goods and/or services are to be obtained.

The facilitator 18 consolidates the orders 20.



CLUB.: Furthernmore, both the first purchaser 108 and the second purchaser
110 have attended to all necessary steps as set by their respective
financial institution to authorise the facilitator conputer 104 to act on
the credit card. In alternative 15 enbodi nents (not shown), the facilitator
conputer 104 may be authorised to act on tredit facility 112 in such a
manner that the facilitator conputer 104 nust access the conputer systens
of the finanlfitae firstsand sedamd purchasemt),siZhave siated fmihieir argen 20 they namecef t o

erformthe pec [ r t actlpns,. it 1on, ot he
1? acilitator &?ngﬁﬁ@éfl%%q%g& v@gosrﬁ?hﬁ é%isdgbg%gesemeﬁgtéigztg @%%b%@‘t ﬁ)en
Wi t hht h]ga Canfwmatosyst;ﬂa@emﬁhfgimsbiidme]gicﬁued ?Withléhhpsu;imiet R2 shainmegoiiates
as the facilitator caonputer is configured to be in data c nicatio
with the oththe @Gﬁﬁlﬁf@uep%nThQﬁee@rraﬁmgci%QISﬁpee@@ the '%ﬁ{@u %@n@}%aﬂ
to the pegso | ' i : | ?\I\G}UA 0 be
i ncl udeg. Swﬁ%&dﬁggwg%%ﬂﬁgﬁaxIﬂglﬁgéﬁcﬁ%ﬂ ﬁ?éﬂ%ﬂ?ﬁg{éc@ﬂng] ter aflj,lggé,rﬁt he
first purchaser 25 108 sends an order 114 for goods and/or services to the

facilitator r @&% I y t i ] om
whom t he googgﬂg% o?r?q(s)é‘rew Cegﬂﬁh‘g@?tgllg,e%tg{&g?d&%.ﬁte Fnﬁgﬁ?ﬁelw\%e%gg?%lv\?egeég of
t he second pfromhashony thengoods =r@iZor skevieesc shduldubehabtainett] hsefadiitator ct&ler

for goods and/or services ta,the facilitator c uter..104 and, .optionall
the hae of | CRBSHS RGeS A TuigitierainRhBlerE 2 4R Bipel fafts ot SPhE Bt ne
to be obtai n?_@odér BAdIrGehliEas. ONgaMTE S tehPd ihdlade dRitDRhisdfdRRE b ehedtipher
114. If the Tirst and second purchaser 108, 110 have stated in their order

the nane18f ohpaymept apd may inelyde whsnauntk opdbadasitirbthe guantity oftheArdebe
obt ai ned, th aghljt Ly S ; i [dat nr?g'loa
to the suppl laar%eébrqr%u ne?'@rbgﬁ\géggg{gﬁg{ e%ﬁwﬁﬁ%%t %%%s'%%ﬁ%&ed%l‘g& ?ﬁnér 0
suppl y of thprigotulplagedient of ¢he iocders Jeby the @irstrandhsecomdsplichaserd! Grtir I 18
comput o1 106 T @teate Soodiest, dEBAROEIEISMS 0! PUpPHIok SARRSUPPEH FOATS
Details of tP@c&r&éﬂTﬁyg&e $ARLdr 4@ BF futh férapeg ded, either automatically

or manually, 1Tnh a da ase 120 connected to the facilitator conputer 104.
If the first and second purchaser 108, 110have not stated in their order

the name qgf whgr %Hﬁ&bétﬁfgr% n%rmzrenmﬁ@ ?mlitgfb?el% FACKOtheSINSbidRed dpaeiR e

obtained, the facilitat r 104 polls a nunber of supplier conputers
106 for i nf owithtthersupplias 22 ovhdoffersr the robstsfappusable tarms ofosipphafwihioh terms

[ ified. i | i dat ed 118. Again, thi b
it omat 1 ¢ or MAHRRAT R0 AREEPRSIRRAY g the poi | the facilitator
conput er 104 sends the consolidated order 118 to the supplier conputer 106
fferi th t f bl e t . of | . ' | t
Cerms of supbIRPTONREFBANDY' PReansolorednbets BespPl FhsohE aikeis 28,

of further negahéahtiiato\dai NA copyhios thalinRisic@RealY eamtt toc th difstsand sbverd
the facilitator conputer 104 and the supplier conputer 106 or nmay be a

manual priécedyrchasesi 18 2 elrng &iths the gepds yangY sRBlicase doaty spkes jupn dhe
aut omati cal | %oﬂgoq%r%thé/eréé in a database 120 connected to the

facilitator conpu gardl ess of how the terns of supply are
achi eved, the details recorded in the database 120 connected to the

facilitar PRI A ani , Lt . h
consol | dat ed "SrRpE B Btk 46" R¢ Son 46, 8t BfeHsSER 1D atBindSsel A fecbiiey
114 recei ved stepymas et hfyriw fipancidlaiastitgtion Mutocauthbfis@rtise faslitater ordto act on
Phe  goods andhe credl fealty Uhdte HEcPurrhasel 16 A8s: witactet b Taftufon e,
Details ofs aryinflafy ol séddrif BarcRuséha2satiitldselo Al fec@dshry steps as set by its

financial institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on the credit facility 14

the second purchaser 12 has with that financial institution 16.

At roughly the same time as the supplier 22 sends an invoice 26 to the facilitator
18, the facilitator 18 draws on the first purchaser's credit facility 14 and the second



0 The deadline by which paynent for the provision of the goods and/or
“services specified in the consolidated order 118 is to be nade. Upon
recei pt of an order fromthe facilitator conputer 104, the supplier
conput er 106 issues an electronic invoice1 22 to the facilitator conputer
104. 10 The facilitator conputer 104 then 'draws on the first purchaser's

credit card and the,secor_]d purchaser's credit card. The noney ?arpﬂwn from
t hese credit prgbpsers eeditsfachibh 16+ g araney drgwa romsthese caedit fagaiies; 1Ay
to the faciljtatar Pyt er , & f& St

pur chaser's {{\e@dﬁ?cégﬁ%aﬁ%tﬁcéoggggﬁ?%gg%ﬁ%{s?r“ﬂsth%?ggllh{é?%g% iTst‘ e amount
propor ti onal dtawri Hieonv aheefirsf punehageddscradil/ faciliyen4i ard thé secded epurohasérs
first purchaser 108 or second purchaser 11 appropriat.e, when conparged
to the total Cheditfacty ﬂié‘s P 'qr@ﬂﬁeﬁh%wa&e ?aﬁ%‘?' éj%?éﬁ analey B‘?Nlﬁestq{ggb"tﬁﬁds
and/ or segvi F HOr S2ebRAPURENALEB 12Nds & ilfe! "VAREYS B6mpafed
fromthe gup%?mér.ﬁ%{%}mﬁﬁies ther responsi bility of tﬁgﬂﬁirst purchasebr 108
and second pte thedetal vallg, ofrtbe poosohidatgd order@donpt |y send a si gned 20 copy
of the supplier's invoice 128 for recording with the facilitator conputer

104. Once recorded with the facilitator conputer 104, the si gned copy of
t he suppli er By haviogcéhe Xaciitater 8 tdrawf ani the Hirst piwehasess' 01andageernd ty

to transfers novyies,l fromithe tr 4 . Suppl.i er 6, ]
accor dance mPFWY‘FEEF?Ig'%oE‘?Sé’F&hV? éFF‘?Fﬁ‘SfFfC%ﬁ@gg% tbés”%@'ék?ﬁ'é@ ]P'ﬁ "JE h%segf’;t% dfjlse
120 connect eghsoploRiedhdritditd td BiedfirsE purthiager 104nd sdventignirthasiror2 thoowgh er
104 will not pay the supplier 116 until the signed copy of the supplier's

i nvoi ce 198 the assasialed lqyalty scheMeaci | i tat or conputer 104, - 15/1 A
portion of any discount offered by the supplier 116 as part of the

negoti ated terns of _supgly is passed on to the first and secon%hgurchaseé
108, 110. Th&/poadereiphebth and/engenyisgs A0y thefishpychaser Yhagd sesen

di scount in | ; fac o i o]
char ge.a t ocPHECH NS d2fpr 9GS APl IFjs BE| eEhahaBIGATC AR OB 30,
for facilitaanhdgsddondppurchaser 62dezspettivaly o phampiyneend asigneduseny bbdhe
or periodically. Optjonall the faciljtator conputer 4 send e
nore el ect roﬁl-’gpll'eérﬁ yaice %%éo t %@F"&g{oé%‘tae- Qace r.egﬁwﬁég}x {ﬁa%s‘f ef ﬂ:ésp%
pur chasi g cg eéocpko& the sﬁgpﬁ@f@mo%r@a&%% therfasilititor’s)?8 autHoritgtagay he
first or second purchaser 103, 110 (as appropriate) of the date by which

paynent nust thesupplier@2 andthe faciitater 18 diansfeys monies 4 fiom thesust aggount 28

facilitate this, action, the fifst r : r e, 1

150 (as appr Sprina: eyPliee: 24 dn. Al S0 4Ry HeloySREC R PGBl OFre
recordi ng w fhcifitatorf Wil wdtt gy hengupptier 204intiTtie digned invalicy 26 tsadeéred] O
then 15 records pertinent details of th cr?dit card statement 134 _ spych as
the final dat® thefefrgyinethe B?ﬁfornt%r@StSnPgrﬂé%t"%tcefﬂ i%‘?@?"‘irﬂiﬂglﬁﬁe& 1 E

the databgse rpi@r%ﬁ(tzly Bfojiasid éi?ﬁé@%o??'ﬂ?‘tﬁee Eu@gﬂer’@ﬁvﬁbé Q6ad tAEFALIRRAArY18 as

undertake a reconcilitation of entrles recorded on the credit card statenent
134 agai nst defailutestooéio paymaptresuthitewitiydnamal phahy idiscount etieied: @ theobagjs of
behal f of th?.tirs andIoE second 20 purchaser 108, 110. In yet a fourth
embodi ment of MR B PEYER i nvention, being a variant of the third

enbodi ment, the first purchasing conputer 100 and second purchasi ng

fggﬁf;ﬁ ' Ofl 02 A? rp%rt'ic?n %?ta%ycgi@ggﬂlr'\tcgﬁér%g t\% ttlt1]e tsrﬁ%pﬁéjrp Eb' a8 p%ﬂngi“{h%r néagtiatggon
terms of supply may then be passed on to the first and second purchaser 10,12,
25 in the form of a rebate 34, if not already done so. The facilitator 18 may also

retain a portion of the discount.

The facilitator 18 also charges the first and second purchaser 10, 12 a fee for

facilitating the purchase order.



an invoice 26 for the goods and/or services purchaser fromthe supplier 22,
the 25 first and second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, notifies the
facilitator conmputer 104 of the details of the invoice 26 (separately

provi ding a signed copy of the invoice to the facilitator 18 as authority
to pay the invoice). Upon receipt of the HWlice of the details of the

I nvoice 26, the facilitator conputer 104 initiates a drawdown on the first

or second purchaser''s credij facilit .as - 1512 appr icaf. T unt
of noney dr a(ﬂd§dlﬂiﬁd ﬁ?%%ﬁ\enﬁn%'?céﬂi 'PS?'/%’HPP? (9 i@ ip§°\g§ éirg‘?'f)f%{@ee?n%ﬁﬁﬁr%
the suppli er cgeddZdr@¥ Oty idSuaBehtéMenis2®d bf rahgictidnd &ohaeactearin féepdct batHeng
the purchase order. The facilitator computer 104 then arranges for the

money drawn ¢ieghihfBetity 14do tthe dirstandssecang puichasee10.s1% (asiapPropeiate)t ySUR be

5 consol i dat | a tEonlc t t i fhel or
To "The 1 aci Prereiafitsl B iitdte by Hatck o upn BRGRICH et DeEiae berbR

i nvoi ce 26 amtéresbadades mandhaccmtimglys upbntreeeiphubiheestatensend 36therfast andioa
rem nder systemthe date when the invoice s to. be id. The,date.fqr
paynent is d8BeRNA RLENBSet WPHE@@%@P éé%@%rgﬁ tlit“)?l sF‘ﬁ%’“PQEFq ﬂ\(egﬁagplia%r
conput er 1044gnd fRegaBfbatdtea8S R, | 3t 48 6piidie! perfdind 4 htéﬁéil@%ﬁhtfdh][ opayEent

set by the supplier 3%6! I'n the arrangenent contenpl at ed, e date for
payment is setatément 36agempading téndriesrecotestheceast against etaitse of payiemts

that the facilitator 18 r.ecor t ' f .t b NYQI : n
received in m?é’lefﬁ%\éﬁt"." Shaqﬁ?\fgtﬁ?ﬁ% ?'fdﬁ}ogg%g‘rgﬁﬁﬁ éP%%@?%ﬁﬁ'Fﬁ%‘@%%r
t[]e i nV?HQef afs_oltr_@tcbfisethecdat@?ycvﬁii%zpawhént)muj[s_hb?matdfrhéfneeflimia'eef adﬁyé&;}. {hnhy
st age, e facilitator conputer nma egotiate.terns o uppl y ..w e
SUoDl | er conis eRANTS, aBeAn PBLPRA] FSPGY o T SMRCABANLArSENtY ABRYBRd, " the

di scount OrWEﬁﬂ%ﬁbéfﬁ% Srﬁ%%r%wd ?F\et&enﬁr@%mﬁ'&szg8itpymecﬁ|%t2é}1d/6‘r second |

accor dance ss rules stored in the facilitator conputer 104

| f a di scounpufairaspr d0p12 fas appriopriate) ggior tathésidatehe facilitator conputer
organi ses for electronic paynent of 20 the di scounted anmount of the invoice
on the determ ned date for paynent. The difference between this discounted
anmount and t e assevont, ditervatel ambddiomant loé thie petseat inveationl, wherehlikeenturserds

12 credit, faciJity is then split with half of the difference being r d
to the fildst f%#Pr aaﬂehﬁ@eﬁrs?”@,nﬁﬁecoge %‘HﬁF%ﬁ rr“’a{‘g, F);Hgacﬁh%’dgéﬁwﬁﬁg’éf
bei ng ret ai ng@doly ahldforf itk atrektyL &ith 2Re slipplisredat BpbaAressipndt am iwRset 26 S
negoti ated, the facilitator conputer 104 undertakes to pay the full anount
of the invoi f&r the gaedscandéenserviges puechasedfegmdhe suppliss 2.%8@ first apd sgeond

rebate fromth | jer s£00QU f ql: t: et &?H fimiah
rebat e anmoun u?@%%?uicﬁeaﬁ't g?té@rpﬁﬁ%e, %‘gﬁgﬁgdngﬁ%{chasde; ,rdﬁzt!ﬁsago the
appropri ate, fadlitatstmed.nditfe proviglon &if a sigheldycdpgyeof mvoioet 26 do thé.facilitatdr513

O her ancillary functions, such as setti up aut horisati o _draw- do on
the fi rstz%n@rgﬂéﬁﬁ@%mr&ié@eﬂ"es?afd',tatPQ 1rL%S(?Jé%liloﬁyf Ei 'nr'?'icss%f-wtpandrece'p? or a

reconciliati %gbr][ﬁ ﬁg@lc%OZ@,?fhfeofa'Eﬁﬁatbf‘ 18NRitRAE aHBRLdoRS JHefe fil*é?@ris'éﬁonde

respect of th enbodi ment. Further, the environment within which th
fourth enmbodipuechasgpercredit facility dn taiscappropriatet hElie amaumnd of MANEeYav-Aewmp .

' il o 5 a6 o 5Yan
addr essee ar drenis BiediTacdh B i Ge BMofiof e BRREREM < 22 iRicRiae oS |
-17 The d ai nRe Peéiiitatdts 18 ¢ed forcfatilizningrthegsurbivaseovriet. Thecioney ditawnefrom

met hod of effecting paynment for goods and/or services to, be erf.8rmad {)3/ a
singl e erd t yoth iae firstinseesond mutchasergecredib facilgy is thereafter consolidated into a

trust or other account of the facilitator 18.

Also upon receipt of a signed invoice, the facilitator 18 notes the date of issue of
the signed invoice 26 and notes the date when the invoice 26 is to be paid. The
date for payment is determined by the business rules of the facilitator 18 and does
30 not necessarily coincide with the date for payment set by the supplier 22. In the

arrangement contemplated, the date for payment is 7 days from the date of issue



agreeing with a supplier terns of supply for the supply of goods and/or 5
services; receiving details of an order for goods and/or services froma
first purchaser placed with the supplier; receiving details of an order for
goods and/or services froma second purch gr pl aced with the supplier; 10
drawing on a credit facility of the first rchaser and a credit facility
of the second purchaser; and paying the supplier for supplying the goods
and/ or servicg or.dered by t Lrst . r e [
accordance \/\Pﬁi'et%%n?cgm}e@fﬁ@uﬁ;bf?/a(ﬂ@%i?(g%hﬁﬁ&{)apggﬁéﬁﬁ%foﬂamgnﬁi@é%?? ie
credit facili{Hd @tefrhinededdter st 15 purchaser and second purchaser. 2. A

met hod according to claim1l where the step of agreeing with the supplier
the ternms of supply includes agreeing with the supplier on a di scount

and/ or rebat Bof fHesexeaRbhs Ot i MGpdrtamithst thetfirsthand peested purshaedr pey 12dign3.
A nmet hod according to claim?2 where the predeterm ned period is, 7 days. 20
4. A nethod 8aehinyoice 26 rasgives &ogt arsppieedd @ndforvalidt tofhe tacilitater aﬁtﬁmt
drawn fromt i Ledpcility of the first purchaser is equal to the
anount ofg]thgg%'ﬁégg;o}g?'égegd by the first purchaser and a predeterm ned fee
for facilitating paynment; and/or -18 the amount drawn fromthe credit

facility of | S : - r ed
by the Secont ST AR W HF Brodebsc e fadiRafoP A83iRY Hecliote e i b =
5. A nethod withothe! sgppliera2B, particolar tfbeus bedeyipfered! an nebtaining asdisgouiteor
further 5 steps . of; acce t'n%{ﬁﬁeam e first,purchase

hori, i f. t
draw on a cr ERRate+for; payrjent fw%o‘jﬁa'bgf%gé‘gqé%%“ Ha 1 3eCgFdange Wi sihe °

purchaser; apdRators MRineYs Ale@UNGr di§8bhritof lpPonbh pagreAn s Iﬁé?éﬁbﬁé@! thed
draw on a credit facility of the second purchaser on behalf of the second

pur chaser0 1fadiitatar vt nngdesakes dpneay dherdiseaunted ameurr ek g yvaig¢enians the

conprising t f Ur r.st okd, dat e k t
credit facil ngr@yﬁébﬁgaﬁ; ?(Ert Bmgﬁgsipga@ggﬁnte&c?ée%% §If %&sﬁ%c%ﬁﬁ@dt %@ount
second pur chaga@rthe 7améunet ach-a6ear flomothieofistr aeeond purehaser'setld Nt creditrs
conprising the further steps of: 15 issuing a rebate to the first .
pur chaser, t frcilitg iathenssplibwithgalfpfihe differeacebaitg Rigvided asA rebate to the first
any di scount ek ed ; i ; f
Suppl'y: ands 8F Sredld RERRIeRep1DC 18 oy Kb RErENE RrlPhetB b dorbeihy elafiedop
equat i ng 160 theofaeilitater iBned portion of the total of any di scount and/or
rebate offered by the 20 supplier as part of the terns of supply. 8. A

nmet hod according to any one of the preceding clains conprising the further
st eps of : retfea velateffooprarmpt paymenpisr negatiatedh ribié dacilitabarntB poderttaleas taapay

credit statenent: recordi the date which.a p nt _on th redit .
faci ity musthepilhaasuatobhe nipEadyts Stetmipo eIt pdioril Hhah receint
of the rebate from the supplier 22 for prompt payment, half of the rebate amount is
returned to the first or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, the remainder
20 being retained by the facilitator 18.

Other ancillary functions, such as setting up authorisation to draw-down on the
first and second purchaser's 10, 12 credit facilities 14 and reconciliation, are also
performed in the same manner as described in respect of the first embodiment.
Further, the environment within which the second embodiment operates is

25 identical to that of the first embodiment.

In a third embodiment of the present invention, there is a system for managing

payment for goods and/or services.



-19 rem nding the first purchaser and/ or second purchaser, as appropriate,
of the need to make such a paynent, prior to the date by which paynent on
the credit facility nust be nade 9. A nmethod according to claim38
conprising the further step of reconcilinﬂ ? entries recorded on the credit
st at enent agai nst paynents made on behal’f é “the first and/or second
purchaser, as appropriate. 10. A nethod according to any one of the

di I wh
Phe oredrt 1 ShFToYAISET IRplyaS 80 At pirefiashbY s@hpt®F 18q b Setidnd pRfcBRMcl!
11. A nmet hodcanpatedi T0R, tofaeliitator E0mplnesrel 04 ahe a:smpmar camputerci 06.t Thedastin
interest free period and/or |o aIt schene ssg&@gted t her ew

120 A
cli ent - dri vepurheseg eAmpuleadi §hHreRece 'nQn‘EF?"BPUEeéﬂ\tQac@éy be the

conpri si ng: Qa%b&%hygﬂéphaser u5|ng a flrst purchaS|ng conputer in data
conmmuni cation Wt a facilitator conputer; a second purchaser using a

second purchasing conputer in data comunication with the facilitator
conput er; zan S %5&% fitPATUH Ss 118 HRllakRONAUM RE! AR,
with the PachE? y@fhbggér ﬁ dis er%ﬁl'ﬁe faC|s |It ator conputer: agrees
with the supEUrtbermorrqaﬂneflrszlspurmaslmg cempﬁtenﬂoﬂmtd secand purshasipglgpnaputer

goods and/ or rvi ces; .receives. d t ai

supplier for égcﬁﬁ In fpta conypynica Ogélﬂﬁ‘ ﬁ‘f %‘?g??tgfgpﬁw@?e?hgﬁ Q-htceh%ﬁ"' Jator

- 20 recei ves cdR{nditdrs10 isan datlesmriuaicion with thees BF terpliter 1060ds tisand/ or
services sent by the second purchasing conputer; draws on a credit facility

of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the second purchaser; and 5
pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/ or services ordered by the
first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terns of supply
usi ng noney drawn fromthe respective credit facilities of the first
purchaser and second purchaser. 13. A system according to claim 12 where,
in agreeing with the supplier conputer 10 as to the terns of supply, the
facilitator conmputer agrees with the supplier conputer on a di scount and/or
rebate for paynent of the invoice within a predeterm ned period. 14. A
system according to claim 13 where the predeterm ned period is 7 days. 15.
A system according to claimany one of clains 12 to 14 where the
facilitator 15 conputer also: draws fromthe credit facility of the first
purchaser an anount equal to that of the order placed by the first
purchaser and a predetermned fee for facilitating paynent; andl or



draws fromthe credit facility of the second purchaser an anmount equal to
that 20 of the order placed by the second purchaser and the predeterm ned
fee for facilitating paynment. 16. A system according to any one of clains
12 to 15 where the facilitator conputer algo: accepts an authorisation from
the first purchaser, through the first puﬂ hasi ng 25 conputer, to draw on a
credit facility of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser;

and/ or -21 ts an author.isation fromth ec r g k. OHQh
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one of claims 12 to 16 where the facilitator 5 conputer consolidates funds

drawn fromthe credit facility of the first purchaser and the credit

facility of Ehgn eRiputerttcelssSthe Ihternét rlgh afstobidwegrt 0 any one of
clainms 12 to 17 where the facilitator conmputer: issues a rebate to the

first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predeterm ned 10 portion of the

total of anyTHéSHet BlircHairy cbﬁ‘#b@lé? oHd eirRd sEyorid pussHaRinge tompursT 102faréhe
terms of supply; and/or issuing a rebate to the second purchaser, the

rebate eqbat fespectively passhsiatediwitiafisst puichasen Hed @pea seeonthpurshaseriio-
and/or reb t ff

10, A syst em RAFLFIIs R Eat 0B g fhe e Brdwstr dr e it Buthashl Rafhader
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facility nmusyg %epr'&ﬁfes tats bNAkbR &t #é)éll'hh‘ﬂEi@ﬂ'letfaéﬂlf’étsmﬁput%ﬁdoflem nds

the first purchaser an or second purchaser, as appropriate and through
their purchasing conputer, of the need to nake such a paynent, prior to the

date by v iy pﬁg’&%od?&ehpechﬁrﬁgbﬁf '1'1@’|S”3‘%Fed?lec£f€d§ucr?%s thoSe Difered

according to ¢ wher 8 aci tor conputer reconciles 25 entries
recorded on uhdect’rmdtradesrraartesré\(MEBlﬁANsEXIEBﬁﬁ&nt\élSAaNhA$FEBG%B opDINERS

f t d/ h te

to any one of Witk irisae Goh he MRS 08T fy sbSbiEhasaci 6 o
pur chaser anﬁé% a&t@ﬁdéa%llau redeksary staps a@eetseycmir wspebmﬂaernamm mst&dimbn
card facility. stem according to claim2l wh g%chhe credit gve

facility has oautirsecbe ctiizier ﬁermpatfra?%tﬂa%%lﬂwc v dasoelierna
FSure 1, SRR SR ol ticpuscssnpled 1) o svopheasoe
ref erence t ooRi @wreadmfamhty 112 in such a manner that the facilitator computer 104 must
access the computer systems of the financial institution providing such credit
facility 112 in order to perform the necessary fund transfer transactions. In such a
situation, the facilitator computer 104 can be configured to be in data
20 communication with the computer systems of the financial institution in the same
manner as the facilitator computer 104 is configured to be in data communication
with the other computers mentioned above and processing as would be known to

the person skilled in the art to effect such transactions_wou|d also be included.

Using the web browser of the first purchasing computer 100, the first purchaser
25 108 sends an order 114 for goods and/or services to the facilitator computer 104
and, optionally, the name of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or
services are to be obtained. Using the web browser of the second purchasing
computer 102, the second purchaser 110 sends an order for goods and/or
services to the facilitator computer 104 and, optionally, the name of the supplier
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order 118 to the supplier computer 106 offering the most favourable terms of

supply.

20 As an optional step, the terms of supply offered by the most favourable supplier
may be the subject of further negotiation. Again, this may be an automatic
process between the facilitator computer 104 and the subplier computer 106 or

may be a manual process.

Details of the terms of supply are then recorded, either automatically or manually,

25 in a database 120 connected to the facilitator computer 104,

Regardless of how the terms of supply are achieved, the details recorded in the

database 120 connected to the facilitator computer should include:

£0 A unique identifier assigned to the consolidated order 118;
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¢0 Unique identifiers assigned to the orders 114 received from the first
purchasing computer 100 and the second purchasing computer 102;

¢0 The amount to be charged for the provision of the goods and/or
services specified in the consolidated order 118;

5 ¢0 Details of any discount offered by the supplier 116; and

E0 The deadline by which payment for the provision of the goods and/or
services specified in the consolidated order 118 is to be made.

Upon receipt of an order from the facilitator computer 104, the supplier computer

106 issues an electronic invoice 122 to the facilitator computer 104.

10 The facilitator computer 104 then draws on the first purchaser's credit card and
the second purchaser’s credit card. The money drawn from these credit facilities
is then transferred to a trust account 124 linked to the facilitator computer 104.
The amount drawn from the first purchaser's credit card and the second
purchaser's credit card is proportional to the value of the goods and/or services

15 ordered by the first purchaser 108 or second purchaser 110, as appropriate, when
compared to the total value of the consolidated order 118.

Upon receipt of the goods and/or services 126 by the first purchaser 108 and
second purchaser 110 from the supplier 116, it is the responsibility of the first
purchaser 108 and second purchaser 110, respectively, to promptly send a signed
20 copy of the supplier's invoice 128 for recording with the facilitator computer 104.
Once recorded with the facilitator computer 104, the signed copy of the supplier's
invoice 128 acts as the facilitator computer's 104 authority to transfers monies
130 from the trust account 124 to the supplier 116 in accordance with the
negotiated terms of supply (as recorded in the database 120 connected to the
25 facilitator computer 104). The facilitator computer 104 will not pay the supplier
116 until the signed copy of the supplier's invoice 128 is recorded with the

facilitator computer 104.
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5 The facilitator computer 104 may also charge a fee to the credit cards of the first
and second purchaser 108, 110 for facilitating the purchase order. This may be

done on an as used basis or periodically.

Optionally, the facilitator computer 104 may send one or more electronic
reminders 132, such as an e-mail reminder, to the first purchasing computer 100
10 or second purchasing computer 102, reminding the first or second purchaser 108,
110 (as appropriate) of the date by which payment must be made on their credit
facility to avoid interest. To facilitate this action, the first purchaser and/or second
purchaser 108, 110 (as appropriate) must forward their credit card statement 134
for recording with the facilitator computer 104. The facilitator computer 104 then
15 records pertinent details of the credit card statement 134, such as the final date
for payment prior to interest accruing, and stores this in the database 120. The
facilitator computer 104 may also automatically undertake a reconciliation of
entries recorded on the credit card statement 134 against details of payments
made by the facilitator computer 104 on behalf of the first and/or second
20 purchaser 108, 110.

In yet a fourth embodiment of the present invention, being a variant of the third
embodiment, the first purchasing computer 100 and second purchasing computer
102 are in data communication with the supplier computer 106.  Upon receipt of
an invoice 26 for the goods and/or services purchaser from the supplier 22, the

25 first and second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate, notifies the facilitator computer
104 of the details of the invoice 26 (separately providing a signed copy of the
invoice to the facilitator 18 as authority to pay the invoice).

Upon receipt of the notice of the details of the invoice 26, the facilitator computer

104 initiates a draw-down on the first or second purchaser’s credit facility, as
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money drawn from both the first or second purchaser's credit facility to be

5 consolidated into an electronic trust or other account of the facilitator 18.

The facilitator computer 104 also notes the date of issue of the invoice 26 as
recorded in the details of the invoice 26 and enters into a reminder system the
date when the invoice 25 is to be paid. The date for payment is determined by the
business rules stored in the facilitator computer 104 and does not necessarily

10 coincide with the date for payment set by the supplier 22. In the arrangement
contemplated, the date for payment is set for 7 days from the date of issue of the
invoice (provided that the facilitator 18 records that a signed copy of the invoice
has been received in the meantime). The facilitator computer 104 then organises
for the invoice 26 to be electronically paid on the determined date.

15 At any stage, the facilitator computer 104 may negotiate terms of supply with the
supplier computer 106, particular focus being placad on obtaining a discount or
rebate for payment of the supplier's 22 invoices 26 in accordance with the
business rules stored in the facilitator computer 104. If a discount for prompt
payment is negotiated, the facilitator computer organises for electronic payment of

20 the discounted amount of the invoice on the determined date for payment. The
difference between this discounted amount and the amount drawn-down from the
first or second purchaser's 10, 12 credit facility is then split with half of the
difference being rebated to the first or second purchaser 10, 12, as appropriate,
and the reminder being retained by the facilitator 18.

25 If a rebate for prompt payment is negotiated, the facilitator computer 104
undertakes to pay the full amount of the invoice on the determined date for
payment. Upon receipt of the rebate from the supplier computer 106 for prompt
payment, half of the rebate amount is returned to the first or second purchaser 10,
12, as appropriate, the remainder being retained by the facilitator 18.
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first and second purchaser’s 10, 12 credit facilities 14 and reconciliation, are also

performed in the same manner as described in respect of the third embodiment.

Further, the environment within which the fourth embodiment operates is identical
5 to that of the third embodiment.
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are considered to fall within the scope of the present invention.
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receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a first

purchaser placed with the supplier;

receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a second
purchaser placed with the supplier;

10 drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the
second purchaser; and

paying the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the

first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of

supply using money drawn from the respective credit facilities of the first
15 purchaser and second purchaser.

2. A method according to claim 1 where the step of agreeing with the supplier
the terms of supply includes agreeing with the supplier on a discount and/or
rebate for payment of the invoice within a predetermined period.

3. A method according to claim 2 where the predetermined period is 7 days.
20 4. A method according to any one of the preceding claims where:

the amount drawn from the credit facility of the first purchaser is equal to the
amount of the order placed by the first purchaser and a predetermined fee for

facilitating payment; and/or
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accepting an authorisation from the first purchaser to draw on a credit facility
of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser; and/or

accepting an authorisation from the second purchaser to draw on a credit
facility of the second purchaser on behalf of the second purchaser.

10 6. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further
step of consolidating the funds drawn from the credit facility of the first
purchaser and the credit facility of the second purchaser.

7. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further
steps of:

15 issuing a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined
portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as
part of the terms of supply; and/or

issuing a rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a
predetermined portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the

20 supplier as part of the terms of supply.

8. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further
steps of: '

receiving from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser a credit statement;

recording the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as
25 indicated by the credit statement; and
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the first and/or second purchaser, as appropriate.

10. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the credit
facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the second purchaser
is a credit card facility.

10 11. A method according to claim 10 wherein the credit card facility has an interest
free period and/or loyalty scheme associated therewith.

12. A client-driven system of managing payment for goods and/or services

comprising:

a first purchaser using a first purchasing computer in data communication with
15 a facilitator computer;

a second purchaser using a second purchasing computer in data
communication with the facilitator computer; and

a supplier using a supplier computer in data communication with the facilitator

computer;
20 wherein the facilitator computer:

agrees with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply for the supply of
goods and/or services;

receives details of an order placed with the supplier for goods and/or services
sent by the first purchasing computer;
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second purchaser; and

5 pays the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered by the first
purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply using
money drawn from the respective credit facilities of the first purchaser and
second purchaser.

13. A system according to claim 12 where, in agreeing with the supplier computer

10 as to the terms of supply, the facilitator computer agrees with the supplier

computer on a discount and/or rebate for payment of the invoice within a
predetermined period.

14. A system according to claim 13 where the predetermined period is 7 days.

15. A system according to claim any one of claims 12 to 14 where the facilitator

16 computer also:

draws from the credit facility of the first purchaser an amount equal to that of
the order placed by the first purchaser and a predetermined fee for facilitating
payment; and/or

draws from the credit facility of the second purchaser an amount equal to that
20 of the order placed by the second purchaser and the predetermined fee for
facilitating payment.

16. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 15 where the facilitator
computer also:

accepts an authorisation from the first purchaser, through the first purchasing
25 computer, to draw on a credit facility of the first purchaser on behalf of the first
purchaser; and/or
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17. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 16 where the facilitator
5 computer consolidates funds drawn from the credit facility of the first

purchaser and the credit facility of the second purchaser.

18. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 17 where the facilitator
computer:

issues a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a predetermined
10 portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the supplier as

part of the terms of supply; and/or

issuing a rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a
predetermined portion of the total of any discount and/or rebate offered by the
supplier as part of the terms of supply.

15 19. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 18 where the facilitator
computer:

receives from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, through their
respective purchasing computer, an electronic copy of a credit statement;

records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as
20 indicated by the credit statement; and

reminds the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate and
through their purchasing computer, of the need to make such a payment, prior
to the date by which payment on the credit facility must be made.

20. A system according to claim 19 where the facilitator computer reconciles
25 entries recorded on the credit statement against payments made on behalf of
the first and/or second purchaser, as appropriate.
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22. A system according to claim 21 where the credit card facility has an interest

5 free period and/or loyalty scheme associated therewith.
23. A method substantially as described herein with reference to Figure 1 or 2.

24. A system substantially as described herein with reference to Figure 1 or 2.



