An N-[2-(1-hydroxyethyl)3-oxopropyl]am ne conpound of the formula

[err] whereirn Ring B represents a benzene ring which may be
substituted; Wrepresents oxygen atomor sulfur atom Y represents oxygen
atom sulfur atom or NRerr], R err] represents hydrdgen atomor a
substituent; Z represents a substituted nmethyl ene group which contains at
| east one chiral center; R err] represéhts an aral kyl oxycarbonyl -group or

an al koxycar bon D ral kyl group,
an-acyl oxy gr ouéh@? FQ%%%@E@%&EM&%@%%@% group; or
both of Rlerr] and Rlerr] bond at tTherr termn and conbine with the

adj acent nitrogen atomto form phthalimdo group, and a process thereof are
di scl osed. Said conpound [II11] is useful as a starting conmpound of
[err]-lactam anti bacterial agents.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE:
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An N-[2-(1-hydroxyethyl)-3-oxopropyllamine compound of the formula
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wherein Ring B represents a benzene ring which may be substituted; W
represents oxygen atom or sulfur atom; Y represents oxygen atom, sulfur atom
or NRO, R? represents hydrogen atom or a substituent; Z represents a
substituted methylene group which contains at least one chiral center; R®
represents an aralkyloxycarbonyl group or an alkoxycarbonyl group; RO
represents hydrogen atom, an aralkyl group, an acyloxy group, a tri-substituted
sityloxy group or an alkoxy group; or both of R® and R® bond at their termini
and combine with the adjacent nitrogen atom to form phthalimido group, and
a process thereof are disclosed. Said compound [IH] is useful as a starting

compound of B-lactam antibacterial agents.



