
A change in tint caused by the control of the light
transmittance of a physical property element is
limited by a simple structure. An optical element (1)
for limiting a light with at least a specified
wavelength is provided to a physical element (20) such
as liquid crystal capable of controlling a light
transmittance. The optical element (1) limits a light
on the longer wavelength side of a wavelength
corresponding to a wavelength migrating from a
weak-wavelength-dependent wavelength region to a
strong-wavelength-dependent wavelength region in the
spectral characteristics of the physical element (20).
Lights from a subject 



have a light with at least a specified wavelength
limited at the optical element (1), and have light
transmittance controlled at the physical element (20)
to enter an imaging element (3). Owing to the optical
element (1), a light in a wavelength region where the
spectral characteristics of the physical element (20)
are stable is selectively allowed to enter the imaging
element (3), thereby keeping nearly constant a color
balance even if the light transmittance of the
physical element (20) is changed. 


