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WD 2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 ANI MATED MESSAG NG
CROSS- REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLI CATI ON The present

wa@p@iiocasi on clains priority based on Austral i BOT/AU2003/000393

Provisional 5 Application 20022950502, filed on July
31, 2002, by e-dips Intelligent Agent Technol ogies
Pty. Ltd, entitled "ANINFED MBSAHGIG. This
application and its disclosure are fully incorporated
in the present disclosure by reference thereto. FIELD

EREPMERTCEN A R ETHeTEh SS8itiCAnYORt | on relates to

tngrle d of rnstant nessagl ng. NMore specifically,
t he pThspesernt apgivhtion clamhsapmmty basad ol Antsirehiart Pravisional

SeeleRion o BSTEIL Rudiit AR LA R oA G e

&}ﬂ; g%cf S ITT\#Q ?'g&l | &Eﬁlg’d]"AﬁH{amESSxﬁﬁ%ls ThiSappIRAtYN and its

rmats, such as YahooTM Messenger,
drse]a‘slard atpyfuNm ﬁtmoﬂpumj:f:d inShe pwaﬁtehsctg&uredqy@eﬁ&nce thereto.
Messenger, created by Mcrosoft TM of Rednond, WA,
allow a conputer user to transmt typed inforrmti on
erEb kg THRURVENLIONS | mages and videos) to ot her
users of the TMservice al npost instantaneous]y.
Add| t Topntesgnt imentjor elated tarthofeldnbinstanhairsiging. dore

S Nng, Ser Vi :

SR IR PR R IR it ' Ao lich Sl LYERRRGR instant
h@s@d bipw customers to send and receive text nessages.
In both formats, it is common to utilize fixed sinple
di agrans that can be 25 displayed within the space of

ROMNS 6 REESR Eprenger to quickly convey
n.

Most commonly, these

si npl ensind M 3saRingAVD hanbecdrmpbwingdh postlattysn oefcenmars
user, such _as happy being indi caTt ed by a sm| e&/ @, ™ of
A‘@n@n@ﬁy gl dM Em B ok o YabAe i Messengroviteated by Yahoom o

8
SIS Ry RSl S DG Baov, lov
$bﬁip&’&r uses td tnmsmmlgped nifagration oacth&0dateGnes ma@n;yand videos) to

e e cT R frgien pfs‘»‘?aﬁﬁraﬂ%ﬁ" 7 G el g g e

g@é@%@kﬁ%@ﬁ%&% #ihe 2%@ééelrnoStI ‘ﬁlh@mlg'tm $iadrt Messagd Service

(SMS) and Multimedia Message Serv1ce (MMS), to allow customers to send and receive

text messages.

In both formats, it is common to utilize fixed simple diagrams that can be
displayed within the space of one or two characters in order to quickly convey common
pieces of information. Most commonly, these simple diagrams represent emotional
states of the user, such as happy being indicated by a smiley-face. As such, these
symbols are sometimes known as "smileys". In other circles, they are also known as
"emoticons". They need not be limited to emotional states, as the simple diagram can
represent any type of message, such as a "happy birthday" symbol or the like. The

rigidity and lack of choice of these fixed simple diagrams, however, is a limitation.
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WD 2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 What is needed is a
solution that allows nore creativity and variety in

wo be4loM1senvi ronment. 5 BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON The pCEA®RM03/000393

i nvention provides a solution that allows an ani mated
interactive talking character to appear on a user's
screen when conducting an Instant Messaging (IM

ncer SVt fenio Soeiiah dhiets Dhp GOHOY G YRRy e IM

T3] &f the nessage. This allows a user to

pre-sel ect which 10 character will be displayed on the

screen of recipients of the instant nessages. BRI EF
$T?IDFE_4 THE DRAW NGS The acconpanyi ng draw ngs,
FeR—are-rncorporated into and constitute a part of

this speeidsémahiediion ?idv&t&"s h3bRitiOA ChaPAlldwY & anedt ieehstive
of the present invention and, 15 together with the

- thdkiag Ichatacterstorappear on 2 Usetsssraen véepicandvcting ap Fstit lessaging

i mpl ntati ons .of, the invenii h .
BTy ol DAE A Tl 8 my b dtormined
Sy atpeofildtfbd th beidePoll b elesdage aThiBfatlaws & uséz@o pre-del@n which
enbodi nent. of the present invention. FIG, 2 is a flow
@hargetanwill badisplaxadimg the presrod reeipients OF e insiad IS on
a conputer systemin accordance with an enbodi nent of
the present invention. 25 FIG 3 is a flow diagram
BRIEFtDES CRIP TAONED R OGIH DRAVDRGSi ng advertising on a ,
conmputer systemin accordance wi th an embodi mepnt of
the prid$aptonnpEngdsnyings, @hich 31§ neorRosyiednig ?%ffr?onsﬂtute a part of
Ll s a . .

{hip SR (Rl A, drfort B BRAEIehAh e hoRa Bhiintand
itopethdr ivdth th8Qet2iledSVIBS TPt ferGHBERplaRUDE pPiGyipReaAdl) WO
2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 FIG 5 is a flow
dmglsmentations, & the (1v68HeP- net hod for managing an | M
systemin accordance with an enbodi nent of the

present invention. FIG 6 is a flow diagram

i |1 ustlnsed drgwmgset hod for serving advertising to a

user (HIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system utilizing a robot in accordance

with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for instant messaging on a

computer system in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for receiving advertising on a

computer system in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for interacting with a software

robot in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
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artificial intelligence software robot to a user in
accordance W th an enbodi nent of the present _
i nvent FK#. 5 8@ flavaliagrapsillystrating adhethod farindnaginganilMgsyatem in

. i.6li h
SEr DRt R Kb b ARE e ln Bl ce' ()

format device in accordance wth an enbodi nent of the
present_invention..15 FIG 9 is a flow diagram

i | | ust FE#ihi§ adlovediggany idpstrsingarmsthed fry sarvingvdvattising to a user of
chapaGhies : : Ny ordance with an
e P b b SR Bt g
bl ock diagramillustrating an apparatus for instant

| . 20, it syst i d i th
an enbBiore 15 YRGB ugkng Averbodfor Drvaling soqess @ an
bhl@i%i‘éiagirﬁélﬁéé(;ﬁr?b ko Rh 258 % s RP AR dARcd %&h i %ﬁi&\oﬁ%{ﬁ%&n’c of the

advertisin a conputer systemin accordance
apresehovienton. of the present invention. 25 FIG 12 is
a block diagramillustrating an apparatus for
interacting wwth a software robot in accordance with

an embprl "Rk MRy dilgraR iB8&Rink BUEGhOPTor p dv@hrﬁ%ﬁff accébs on a Short
bl ock diagramillustrating an apparatus for nagl ng
alYlepsage pervacn (SMB) ax dMirltiandie MessigeaSereind AdiMBfornadt detiee in

p i nvention. .30 UBSTI TUTE SHEET ( RULE 26)
PER T es SHE 3 G Badares Re ROt oBrade F1 G 14 (9 a
bl ock diagramillustrating an apparatus for serving

advertising to a user of a conputer systemin
accor dilted wiatlewadiagamatinsteating efmethed for pewomalizing an animated

' .an. IS . | ock di il '
SHERE S o SR R0 B

i imvehtiongence software robot to a user in accordance
with an enbodi nent of the present invention. FIG 16
is a block diagramillustrating an apparatus for

e e e

computer system in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus for receiving advertising on

a computer system in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus for interacting with a

software robot in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus for managing an IM system

in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
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10 accordance with an enbodi nent of the present
invention. FIG 17 is a block diagramillustrating an

wapmanaiiss for personalizing an ani mated charpCt/au2m8/000393

a conmputer systemin accordance with an enbodi nent of

the present invention. An inage receiver 1700 may

recei ¥eG.ant is anfckidigprarh iRuststhg ad appatdfus 8 sérsing advertiking to a
diagramillustrating a nmethod and ap apparatus for . )

B i dicAPUiensystess Hsacsprdanesrwith an g Bedjmenicohithe Brepagigivention.
or Multinedia Message Service (MVS) format device in
accordance with an enbodi nent of the present invention

whi chFi@KESis at$eckafiagramdyitiastiating b apparasud for preoading access to an

i nstruct iliig queue. 20 TAI LED .DESCR| PTI ON Enber%ﬂ)i nt% £th
gritficipd ielligence spHYaRsPBRt tq Aaiserda APqopdancs st an ffaent ot the

?Pégsélﬁ)iﬁve‘ﬁfti%ﬁ system of conputers, servers, and
soft 0S

war e. e of ordinary skill in the art will |
realize that the follow ng detail ed description of the

prese ipvention s illystrative only 25 and.i.s t

Pt endl TStk diferemalfSiafing Fhaforestus o Stidigiagoess ona
Qholt MeesBARIRM ice [IMS)dr M1t Mhddia M@%E& SerFHGYRAS) format device in
thensel ves to such skill ed persons having the benefit
@fcorddnice withspl coshodimerRof ehegmeseniinvéntioow be made in

detail to inplenentations of the present invention as
illustrated in the acconpanyi ng drawi ngs. The sane

r ef er gnge17 RE KledkiSgratid illhstﬁﬁngaﬁd%pdﬁatﬁyﬂﬁw&oh&lﬁing an

draw ngs and the fol%rovvi ng detail ed description to

raainegted ehardter e coatABtes SY§iEREn pepordpncewithgpgmbpdipent of the

PR o & iReC o et PRAGA Ry i Xl 800

arity, no out | ne
features of the inplenmentations described herein are
shown and described. It will, of course, b

appr edilgt b¥isiaRleck dagmm iHusheating sancthest arlﬁlrﬁ}leaé’ﬂ?%‘ﬁ‘t"écff’wp"iding |

| . . R .
JERGES Y SR VMRS S e TRNRTRP VAL ARIARRG g Service (VM)
denedt dpeice i speriahceccwitlo ah smbsdinfentsf the prespilt imrotomivhich makes
appl i.cation- and busi ness-rel ated constraints, and
tisaef & Auasnic gaay £ ormgBARLrugien AWy £ r om one

i mpl ementation to another and from one devel oper to
another. Moreover, it will be appreciated that such a
deNEA HE D MESTRIBAIONI ght be conpl ex and

Embodiments of the present invention are described herein in the context of a

system of computers, servers, and software. Those of ordinary skill in the art will
realize that the following detailed description of the present invention is illustrative only
and is not intended to be in any way limiting. Other embodiments of the present
invention will readily suggest themselves to such skilled persons having the benefit of
this disclosure. Reference will now be made in detail to implementations of the present
invention as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The same reference indicators
will be used throughout the drawings and the following detailed description to refer to

the same or like parts.
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ti me-consum ng, but woul d neverthel ess be a routine

undertaki ng of engineering for those of ordinary
wa@keolo121s1 t he art having the benefit of this PCT/AU2003/000393

di scl osure. 10 In accordance with the present

i nvention, the conponents, process steps, and/or data

Eil the GiéteQ Df TRYit) @ot alpbfie fdBthe tiaitungs vithe dupletngpiatiomf described
operating systemns, uting pl at forns, co ut er

areigrasmaiovarand (Slnescgéﬁéfglwl Hupfresesenbg sRpresiated fhat in the
gddid hl%ﬂt oﬁ %gssﬁ%}?gctuﬁrl gl;%ﬁ{ae}ll a%%hlﬂuniéi]oﬁsriﬁl rhenftioh-specific

recogni ze evi ces RS general purpose
devigiors, mss ©b mkGe asoddar Wwichiede te\deedsperts spedfic goals, such as

Forlignas i apREH PG TRGNEr S HEERFHES, b naEse sasbifi
%’ﬁaggwm {743 Eﬁtongg&aiﬁgﬂpt ? rg th RRoth SRR3R 9n§ @é\fel&pepfo another.

I nventive conc C osed herei n. gr esent
Mureovet, onwill evippesidedsibhisucla devedepragrt @ﬁgrtamg inferpemadex and

i.nteractiyve talKi haracter.to ar
{eroogsiaeip gt i s AR Rg aarohoraRtnns Lesiipgering for
HoM of &8 dkill e %ﬂ%ﬁﬁg%ﬁe WheGiof this@istsaeed on the
user's scréen may be determned by a profile for the

sender of the nessage This allows a user to

t h t I
BRI VISR LT bl AhEBLRAE 98 e oo
?b@ﬁﬁﬁ&eﬁfeﬂ%@iﬁ vlaﬂM@Wp@rbﬂo‘peldﬁﬁg Eyshetk, tanputing
use mnth crosoft ssenger. As such, it

gleeformb sdmasteapioigrags, and/ongenstal srgprramgehings) (In ?ﬁlif’slkl% those of
t - -
ci,mzag 8@1& 1{1?1‘? ga?ﬂ{érirzl?ﬁ%é‘éhﬁze 8 de@%@@&f é’féfﬂ@%lgpag Rg%g:séc nl‘éa%?re, such

stens
@§ héddeifed 66¢bds, fiendené gr@ﬂﬁmaalesgaﬁ arays §FRG AS), dgdicatiat specific
allows 30 users to select from many different

antpgraicd girpeitss@WaCs) peihe dikatmay glpo 'P%\eﬁe Sthout ¢epgyting from the

nbod f
Shipe P88t U AE IR e B b RS B re st (RuLe

26) RO’AU WO 2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 users to

nport images, into.the apimted personal.ity,. .therefor
E&emmspm%vqrﬁ@wanéwsp On ke Pl A e fa%ertaﬁﬂng

?ﬁ%}fet %ggﬁ Iy sEELcrén VLR c‘aﬂddchn Qh TREsR Mé%sa{gﬂ% (IM)

user's tfavourite cel ebrl ty. Wen the
aassmi]t éthechamatet whichds disslpyed/@utho nserlsscreer gy dadetgrmined by a

NI T —
Qﬁﬂr@%sgﬂay%@ oft tIEORYRRI o8 RciROrits bPfhe Phstdnhened@gkd.Op. 1N

ment of the present |nvent|on text-to-speech
software may be

An embodiment of the present invention is described for use with the Microsoft
Messenger. As such, it is described as a plug in. One of ordinary skill in the art will

recognize that the invention may be modified for use with other messaging systems.
In an embodiment of the present invention, a system is provided that allows

users to select from many different animated personalities that will represent them

during an IM session. Furthermore, an embodiment of the present invention allows
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utilized to allow the ani mated character to read
i nstant nmessages al oud. The ani mated characters may

wbeoopnogsanmed such that their |ips nmay nove aPoOnguosio00393

the t ext being 10 read. Furthernore, the typica
"smleys" or "enoticons" may be interpreted by the
ebak acingforFifthgéiatciht aninmaHe] ﬁ@%n@ﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁrdﬁmqﬂnﬁlﬂlﬁg‘tﬁem to utilize
correspondi ng enoticon. For = exa i.f the sender of
cheragtins ivat aye forspmBlechavgrihe wsers o6 © B prpghapsipe tace of the
e | A8 d Rcipient’
?.Q sljtg%ag al lﬁ%%a%bq?%bl e. &@%H%hﬁg g?%r%%?/ se%gg%g %BH ¥ olpients
chieem it may higpeacoutside bhihiertyies] Soihadnidow, alkiwigg aser's to move the
i nferf . In. an enbpdi nent of the present invention,
RN haragtsd t%y%\@nhe%ﬂ'ﬂpwéﬂlﬁgs@&%uc h as a web
page, where the user logs in wth an account nane and

password, such as with their |Maccount nanme and
passmdmdnemmdmnemle&cpﬁmauamwmnbmnaﬁﬂOQPﬁﬁbﬁ@hwmenmybe

%e Blgn}a?eg@%raf eégo Jisegc!l %n Iglreyggeszag&}de The ammated

%ﬁé‘ﬂaé’t‘aﬁ' M8y Eé"}ﬁ'o@ﬁ!{ﬁﬂéﬂuch 0 EHER L R Mnay mbNePilose with the text being

preferences may be stored in a databaee t hat may be
rmredde rFelntbeunQ;? thereypioal dueitayat on'smetigens' @&Yst@rm@é?rrﬁtﬁé by the

B3R LR PRSP 5 57 SR bpto, Por

Gbple2ft tHO@nE&EIT (B sk ge astlitAes mddngy" emboticod, ﬁieSammated
interface as well. The add-in may connect to the I'M

regRelgh ﬁ@y@yétselﬁyeql 8s prpdingdis ﬁﬁuagamﬁira tableomat i on
events that signify that an i ncom ng nessage has
arrived. At this point, the add-in may contact the

dat abame dser hapielet avhirabiepprspmaheit pex@onatinﬁuﬁn:g ﬂt intdréace. In
nessage sender has chosen, The connection to

meat@& imestt of thermseentinyerion; e inexfacsanay s ¢ web mt%rgacp{ suchasa
v a}%% flérle e&er?’f%ég B Q19 bn E&%uﬁteﬂaé%r antfs Eé%vd'i‘d such as with their

generat€d query to t
clivé adoednt rﬁimeﬁdB PhESHITE ﬁHIEE[Ect(i RobEa ﬁﬁ)lbﬁ@f/dﬂffdf&t features Once

04/ 01215 / AU2003/ th
b bas soeci  QEGHtPL 0O PgRiEn PR SR e BTV
"%Ylta@ﬁné‘ﬁﬁqelevém EnBRASRMAIA higer TBerdrBRRs : P{'Hé%ﬂﬁé’d A @itabase

e use di splay. I'n an enbodi nent of e present
i thetendyi loarefantread &y dlseeiM ahzmlgbmmermldra wsandefoted password.hEbe

et all td f the
caga ey B Rl 40 PRBLTERERY v @ flosu B fieEng pbr el ghovecter
upgat ed the di splayed character for the user. However,

inthe current Mcrosoft functionality, there is no
way for this broadcast to take place, thus in

The user may download the add-in using this interface as well. The add-in may
connect to the IM messaging system. It may then wait for automation events that
signify that an incoming message has arrived. At this point, the add-in may contact the
database to look up which personality or character the message sender has chosen. The
connection to the database of stored information may be indirect, as it may be retrieved

through the server where a dynamically generated query to the database may be created
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current one. In 10 anot her enbodi ment, the request nay
be perforned only sporadically, |oading the character
agihg the intoraingaeqlest d€ he ratotd is foutciha tiefrelt @Srsbﬁalnﬂpm bamsed.

date i s, necessary er haps once
é@lﬁﬁﬁqsesla “FTH@YGH%%%‘E ed o the ua%rédla %Pga%r aphl cal l'y
out put, using animated and/or static 15 inmages, a
visual representation of the personality defined by
t he sé&ndeembddidient offitht byesentnvention, ovittach wedelangési thair character,

ma eut lize Wth texf- to eechs hesij

Shehev dejai spmaxgagroaﬁcgaah@iﬂgl REphirs A lfﬁeﬁﬁa@ﬁ@%ﬁ i eore
Qbpikl&t %ﬁ@-‘ﬂ?c af%H%é’dlE;%B}‘éd%afE@ﬁér Rfthe BRr.] HBWERY, in the
to nerely an audi o transcri written

icnfremtriMicrasoft ﬂlnctmnyhtyf theredx aorplag for thisdiromdleass dutadie place, thus in
effec user W shes to ave

Per h
S haE EnpRd e el U sthsTiogs dierioerEefoni Tafest for every

FRRMihS %eﬁé&g@@f PN to BnsutdBat'tBE biir@kdr BsplORR B current one. In
system The add-in nmay parse incom ng nessages for

ptneﬂielf ¢mb<uhxmem thefrequiest m@bh%p@fmmedraylymtaﬂwaﬂér}pwngwthe
redefi.n | i of char anl 0 0

SrRBECT R i R ol B Py BT bR LRl Recossary

Jpéri@ssi e hidkg, for &Andle). server and play it for t he

user. 25 By nalntalnlng the character personality

based on the user's log-in nanme, the present

 dont 175 45 8L Tl 1 E Yiebior)? oBpF 1SR AR angor stati

uﬁﬁgesﬂayfldu@]g‘epﬂ%aﬁaﬂdﬁejflthe:}wﬁmhmy defingdbkthefsoder. Additionally,
exanple, and  their character will_ be present i n their

ri%@ﬁf‘é@gle Jaugp Aips mayibs wtiliged alerg With derd-tes épﬁga}tl gynthesiggn prder to

AR A0S 80503 sk Ginon e ARsGES 13 B8 porton my o

| beM amitedoio meaalyemtwdroetmecrq:e of therverdittanrinfoayatien. i Ih niaudbd example,

to allow nabl e an, automated re

it a3, Bl o e T o S PBOB g 6tk cuse
= t

TR oTE R DB LTS Lenchragra e

i ncom ng nmessage. Each auto-responder 5 nessage may be

sent pended V\nthaseciall f orma ri.ng .

Chat nHF BESEdu wetre s ByBRiesthest e dpomrEret Fithoticons and

reSPRBRkhIRerh YifaLhte@IfiHRA list of character animations or audio clips. The add-

in may then request the specified animation file from the server and play it for the user.

By maintaining the character personality based on the user's log-in name, the
present invention allows the character to be a consistent identify across multiple
messaging platforms, so a user may log-in on their computer at work, for example, and

their character will be present in their messages just as it is from their home computer.
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10 list all advertisenent details. A sinple interface
may be provided for adm nistrators where they can

speci fliy ah b@begihdnt 6f thé ptdientagkwartibn, MRS respohdefidetion may be
nma re(%uest an advertisenment fromthe dat ab'z'alse . .
ﬁﬁ'ﬂ@éi ¢ allpy users thengbleapaqujorggedifespenss, supk agrOn vacation until

jent. of ] ' ' " " :
S arSrpyfeath ESah . T R hay BuohREly (I Submit the
bll@él\‘ﬁtléilﬁeﬁ tnidass%{gle bdack ﬂogﬁe S@ﬁ&lﬁcﬁ‘.thé' {ﬂcsmmglﬁlebl\s/lh@. et ,autf)a‘esponder
exa e, O all ow we arcning tnraqu access
aaqsg%aé%ax By sfpharﬁa@ﬁel_zcieﬁ OFitheas SP%E’@H}S Syrieged siigs tha gy g used to
%%H&&@-%&P%@éﬁgp%{' ﬂe%o%&ﬁ% t8badnRn&GOr porate | evel)

i nteract I's a bl ock diagram
illustrating a systemutilizing a robot in accordance

wth _an enbodi nent_.of the present .ipvention. The

obot 1480 SHRpdsERnaT 16 piey aErar. Dt fleri e mabe

{%@Ji@é&ﬁthf&ffghitﬂ&m&g TRSAREARIH B bR RSN dadkBase. it may
en one o these alerts is received, it may store

tlisealiradvenirenient detallst &b simpleintarface mely bapravidesh fongdministrators

S Y L St L R Bl A e st an
adtértibahalt flont BleldatiBRSSetiotitaldp BLH A dvery F0dirteng

with any previous nessages fromthe initiating user.
This allows the Al 104 to appear to be having an 25

intel l;i gent .conversation by, .referri 31 .

or evi dhER BRI SEisBestt Eafibh ! Habet” bk PEbragideg o allow
liftefROV S mmAR et dikbetRa adRenarl the ssivl qhiseaill boubed, for
response fornmed, it nmay be returned to the rqbot 10
virkeeplentn alioyy Wab searehing IM, ppeess inedatabascinfumatipn (such as

R AL, 555s ST BB SRR L
Sickp. CFe. 4Gt & bockidigyarh Muyesthage sysead utlijdngh edbot & accordance with

keyword . to search nay be 8 BSTI T SHEET (RULE 26
Facy SRRPOER S 93 At et bkt /r@ms?é& mapfraswﬁﬁé © éﬁ?féf%r

t N n n . M H t e
NG 000 R SR MR, SR (o o o
Ghexgl abeTiy is smedad, dhmiap storathe atesshgh yn &datglseycthrecsucloés an array,

THEIR G RO RS,
T R&sehOBh-artliidial iﬁ%%]‘liegefsi&{mﬂ?aﬁﬁﬁhﬁ&ﬁm 416nd WBh any previous

initiating user. sending of the results of the

smessages e thednitisting nyeedThis @llows theedd 104de apresti g having an

Si%%‘il?g%nt conversation by referring to things previously spoken about and keeping the
conversation in context. Once the message has been processed and a response formed, it
may be returned to the robot 100 which may forward the response via the messenger

102 to the initiating user.

The web searching function may be implemented by, for example, having the

first six characters of an IM message read "google". A keyword to search may be
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for 24 hours and then follow up with the results. The
robot may al so be used for other artificial

WO ndoaloliigence applications. It nmay even be proRCI/AV2)03/000393

that is, initiate conmmunication with a user before
the user initiates communication. 10 I n an enbodi nent

Bfovide aRELERRForll NYEIHd" QD indie RHAth Bedt®l THSROBRY ndy then take
plurality of animated characters sinultaneously i

thi$ wopsl and forsad $i torike Gpegle®l segrebengine;t asehtedrbeGoogle, Inc. of

i mated.ch cters be aced gnywhere an . .
RS Vi LS ST B Pl < B XY Ty e S gpests o
tRndelde¥iphered BRtheSRHSH. Ohis May e Yeklibhatietortht irdtiathgtuser. The
characters representing the varjous_senders in the

seralingsefghe osulis of tha segrchenrsd aohemimmediatpe [tipaks &yjrexample, search
LS(E}Vthr}i%)e (r)snai.ndS tngF %Q%WWQE ﬂf%lrr%%ﬂltg.e %hg ot {Hg& %E?/%e gﬁ%f)ﬂ)? other .

non envi ronmen

bVIicivt sialigaiteripplifiionf r b wiayedembe proacpie] that ispinitiate

subscri bers. ' They may then provide their ce|lular
GRRFBINICAHED Ptk USRT beeredlag usep BIHAteS ROIPEUEHREer t o
"forward" node to indicate that they wish 20 their

cell phone to receive their | M nmessages. The add-in

may t hean debedimenhefthapresas agention, tkceidviadnandispines klurality of

to see if the .user has set th to-responder to
PBIRRHENARRETS P gnecuplant mﬁfélpif‘dﬁéfﬁ?ﬁsw&@ ig ¢paducted. The
RPASE ' MR %%1@ JBYid &RRBlap. Thi
retri evce}g?%cgér%m aﬁlf%gtpgbﬁgéggﬁ nur?tr)eeé-l?ﬁlZCS Kag/[ 1ic,er vclar rra;p s may
talserbefeatemded toledlomes Shaesessio’ vBiBmany Mifsrent fniMB:d characters

utilized, .the, server may send a.thunbnail inmage
FERPSRERg thegarines ?fé‘g?rsbtf%(éﬁggisﬁisb?ﬂ'ng nmessage and
convert the nmessage fromplain text into an audio

file. The nmessage may then be forwarded to the |
conmurih eaeinbndimyat efithy praseritdhvention.cupport mey be pryideddor cellular

|nto the. Lic teleph ) ‘
R0 Peathel, Rone GuBhs i ERERE e M Rbssaging may be
ddTadTR opilek To 6idbAibe®) TIRG My hEh BRNHQAEL bellular phone
CT/ AU2003/ 000393 The technol ogy of the present

iinfoemetiomandespt Heirmptiresreaderios igpierd” reedede indiesiatptigey wish
Vi h_as. Yahoo, illian, etc. Ho ,
SRS ERSE R B Rl Lo, pLe Fouever

these services. Cenerally, in order to interface with

these _services an l'ication Programm ng Interface .
(Ap|S) ﬂ;eadlg-lp@?qyéh@ﬁ q’%q:cli @\él’ehﬁme@ppgge is receivegd an (%eck to see if the

user has set the auto-responder to forward mode. If so, then the add-in may send the
message details to the server. The server may then retrieve the mobile phone number.
The server may then format the message into SMS or MMS. If MMS is utilized, the
server may send a thumbnail image representing the user of the incoming message and
convert the message from plain text into an audio file. The message may then be
forwarded to the communications gateway, which would in turn send the message into

the public telephone network to be received by the user's mobile telephone.
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sinply do not provide an APl at all. This probl em nmay
be overcone using several techniques. In one
t echni e techneloghahibr pEesesfinvention orey de saadited i snplmother

hen n the conten
PR TP T SR ST SRR
aissuaschaiapplyltd ehdisofthert gaivicey GBnéerlﬁBy @Qﬁfd%ﬂtoslnﬁffaéé?ﬁlth these
previ ous 28&1 If the contents were different, it
§ My <‘é1t1

woUr qn Revgrapainglatasfice AP neerlsdp e ptilized, which
dibtiReLme ?eéﬁﬁrgé G € sB91c8 ‘ﬁ? étgmg ﬁacgé‘ﬂlmeltsh HR TR Rl Vgupiesome

sender and contents o These
c braviges & sotrpryvitd elh tHeeeedudefestntes dn thalrtMEI oz*ha&éﬁmh@ly d®not

b PRl P i e AR TS e B b e b vl ahmiques. In one
efiRRAHE Mhe HandiRe' & aﬁ%%ﬁ*@er'seﬁi‘b?%h@%% Bé ordd®¥The add-in may

personali ze an | M charact er hi's e user to
athgn seanrthe gentpite of the comegstion wWindow exeey d)ﬁomh ar the like, and compare

¢
HEF SR wihdfe sBisniy 8 ThnBRiiot sfnoui i ChERG mergidiemat i
| logldliagieatdRhehomBlsid I8 drivelihd e\ feRAL %ﬁl’d% patdB@ extract

entering the "Personalization” 20 nenu area, the user
nilp ngmerof dhe wodercng dhecontants efithomessage. hblsdse whiactérs enay then be

V\éltegérﬂe(ft% the &(a?&éer% ﬁegﬂizte;fgfﬁq' ons. advising a user of .

rocesses an §Y%%r to link a si ngl e
image file (e.g., photograph) and upload this file to
the user. The user may be provided wth tools to crop
the i mHdd HERaY P i %ﬁbofdﬁe@f@ad ehesacters éronn’ﬂg@htth salect, in an

St AL g, 0 O R,
i alibeyes the usarp hdﬂ éor é}daﬂlplbs e ifEe d'flIMabe blhﬂleltﬂh@@t@ﬁ‘ dThe

g@ﬂéj@or pr oceSS| ng. Once the image is submtted for

pPﬁ‘d’ ratipn qfike animgied chiaeters snaypnerais Wethgdgllowiagmeneer. A user
a I, t .o &

an?egféé@ frﬂaﬁ?%ﬁ%l%%ﬁw#ﬁﬁ tlaég%g)hg%tgogl Ol%%nhéﬁ%}ﬁl ifle Ité?gonahzatlon
pmese s the esayinrey hapdicaced, to talbectiont afalnelonss Weh fsmer NMWhthiithis area

P Bt s R S Eh L POAI G HBCRMUPER dser to ink a single
f BRddITRS (A8 d]taﬁlﬁ@ﬁaﬂ{) ahd SpRUPIBCH1e RIS ser’ h%é@%&@ﬁ%@f@ provided

be subsequen processed 10 SUBSTI TUTE SH
2wjth| R@ls\to GACP momaeq,zizﬁmng@mawmesﬂae ﬁxﬁs@aatha(mdm@ thed)isplay

ctelq bR PR R AR e} éng i Bt Dbl i s

Qﬂ@@eﬁb@rﬁﬁ@@eﬂh@ GsérRgesubmitth€ 8pBdded iRRE ARG G5By US e

Once the image is submitted for processing, the images processing engine may
use the area defined by the user and crop the image to that size. From this point,
depending on the image processing engine deployed, the extraneous information within
the image may be modified, leaving a transparent image area surrounding the facial

features and head of the subject image. The image may be subsequently processed

10
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predeterm ned paraneters to mani pul ate the extruded
i mage into preconfigured positions and interpol ate the

wowameisi f rom t he base position to the new poBCT/ATR003/000393

As a S result, the inage processing engi ne may out put

a series of sequential, specifically sized inmages

(eatleré®nb give the ap@ﬁmb@df it BxdihgHes erguddd", dﬁmg the appearance
ving fromthe base point to the predeter

ngaﬁbree- W%@neeevﬁae%w TRRACEASITSES 1SR éﬂ q%f engine may use

ALt L 50 N bl s

bsieenchrmentermiat tlganoetmont &ogi the base'[akveltlbaixethle magleposmon Asa

that contains the rendered facial features

L54inioa THARE PROFTSIISAEING R SR AL |Seag@6ﬁ%t sBgeifically sized
riﬁ@%e%stﬁa&td' ?ﬂt ﬁle‘%&ﬁfe?éat 8ftrudlh 'fé:@llﬁlgéﬁﬁf%vn@% frbiahé B@sg%omt to

occurs to that the processe I mage exi sts to cover the
filacereddtemntiredpaintict er in t hree- di nensi onal geonetry.
The other character attributes may be predefined in
terns of 15 body shape, surface such as cl othing and

col ounssig@et ws@%utﬂﬁedqlelege,t 5 Vur@RObtAg: omycdsm@nﬁ@ be

used to render out a total sequence of ani mated
tfpzmed wheteinthp images ag mtg@duce@ tco¢ ths‘terqhmen@e@m @aemefry engine.

The
PR R YRS e i et B GO and mmpoped 0
ithfRgQSmeRjoraP gdbieRs raprdsehtinb alchstactt0| Tidvhlighntens bf the image
nonmencl ature and in accordance with a suitable col our
tospirs ta that the preqesssf dmagarxisiale coypiibe §age vf thercharacisr in three-

%?ﬁgﬂSwn-QP geogrgé]t%;ﬁ{eadthé}%ﬂgr%t%patkrg@ge%ﬁxﬁ% o@;ﬂréclﬁkﬁié)leg ’m terms of

previous hen " be co

Godi sladpef surface Buohi 33@1dthing apd 06166S and fﬁt&r@gﬁ& gebmetry engine
conpiled in such a way as. to bring %iher
Tt pe B sesk g Fpnder wﬁgaetgta | SRaSeRcC bR PP’@%? metipiyand gutput to a

%@Héﬁeﬁgﬁf n&l&t&% @e%?@%&%@gﬁ%ﬁ% g g’tﬁrtldard required by

ahﬁne)it dviebof inmage q.bedclemrg Skhese mhages inag bemated esci:nmrbbered
;ftﬁépcontents and deliver, connectivity to the

T WHCt PREnelgHiE A8 epearicray s klallg SpioBtiably that
tdAGHISE b Sext JBBesSIBE YR 1WBYcuRe notified of the newy

created character and include the 30 image within the
character library, assi gnl ng the image to the identity

ot {1 Bt 5y Sl oRahed Fafaes B he ! 08 gy R 4 ompitd

) h
i 5 B, At s v

do rba:memgwﬂ@e ndividnad ptatie injegsisiinfblaseties ef @nimatedsrduerdesnshe

ta.%lmated sequences may then be compiled into a proprietary format.

The resultant compilation may deliver several files that describe its contents and
deliver connectivity to the user application. The completed files may be deposited on
the server. The server may be notified of the newly created character and include the
image within the character library, assigning the image to the identity of the initial

image provider. The user may then be notified by email of their completed character.

11
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an "idle" state. It has been discovered that if
characters appear on screen without noving for |ong

w@esoutasof tinme, it becomes disconcerting to PCEAE2005000393

the same tinme, 5 small character novenents at

frequent/randomintervals help to enhance the realism

of a given characters. As a result, when creati ng a
speci fi.c animation _may be, a

char act
e AR SR PR BB HeSH g desTablp B egpimations t
iafllnele @ME] & hhs bdon BRverdd tﬁ'étﬂg("&lbfa aeterd p8ar dBrdefl R tBut

random y sel ected novenent an y It "Oon the screen.
Thowngfoy lotgperiodheftime,dt bévanas dfscortcastmgdo ubze Atthd shine time,

Sr 3B H Rt orRAE B o e o ot
vl AYracRd, Rd 4 RIBSIL WA c@éhuﬁg%lcg%eteﬁta %)Smﬁf: ahiftla€ion may be
I"evel 2 animations. Simlarly, i nterval ~

ahsigrrdge avtidlefistelet.hTheve magde, fon cmasles3 lewels of Blle, levels 1, 2, and

3 IR B 3RS b BRuRYERekitlol B g Wheen

t”ﬁ‘}ﬁs Adg obdur Rtién ehd ehiamictes bd dot b@WEdddRfla stibrt ghridvd of time. Ifno
animation _and display it on the screen when a_user has

ripterachien withitheichaggotes confinugp, thepgent applicaliqnemay begia to play

g%]%‘:rmgﬁ}é)a %ﬁlﬁ%ﬂgséﬁ%t% P{‘ 1cfg$levélt2 %ﬁ%ﬁ@éﬂé‘on IXrl \Yhen the time

riﬁtehmt ef medradtion with the 038R ihdteaskd) sdla Btasﬂgﬁaﬁlw&ﬁatim Ima#ebe
Ig@nyrrs for typically-used phrases, such as LTR for -
Idéﬁ ved g\ theppses} and gy othge/ Sex/ Locati on. A table rmy be

utilized to store these acronyns and their
correspondi ng definitions. Wen the add-in detects
such &In an&nfoodmmnt bf thapyessntlisvantioh.ctht bdd-thehay adtomatically

i | I V %%%}%?P:?géfdg}e’ alg'iiggr} \élégr&%l?%&}gﬁgtglgqr}ﬁ)gg not 1p1teracted

t\%’fﬁ fh% %nﬁﬂeﬁ@&@hafréé‘ﬂé%tfbloa[‘géeﬂé%nﬂﬁ rﬁﬁ%f HARY Gt rdaf Qimilarly

present 1 nvention nmay al so |nc e the oppositeé,
Slesveddadt ondxe Jevelyfidle eﬁuhsre cohtimuey ho beiohintdrectiam: es, t he
add-in nmay receive voice conmands from a user through
a m crophone and convert the speech to text in the

' nst antofiRDaRIRstafeibahFesRAda&eRrdBms BLRpRAIIYEEH pidhses, such
gem al conmmands, such as sendi n%the |nst ant

for later? andSASETT IFMUT e/ SpiEqatipnl B tRblp nR bewitifiged to store
04/ 012151 U2003/ 000393 . Fl G
ﬁtBsSgragwm 08 et RS RGP S 6% e etegts e
dacronym, it may substitute the definition when delivering it to the user (via the screen or

the text-to-speech synthesis).

In addition to the text-to-speech functionality described above, the present
invention may also include the opposite, speech-to-text synthesis. Through such
features, the add-in may receive voice commands from a user through a microphone and
convert the speech to text in the instant message. Certain phrases may then be used for

special commands, such as sending the instant message.

12
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conmput er systemin accordance with an enbodi nent of
the present invention. At 200, an IMnay be received

w@ostainisng content fromthe sender. At 202, apPCT/AU2003/000393

identification of the sender of the IMmy be
determned fromthe IM At 204, a request may be sent
to a BiGeriverflow diagihellusteingfaieethodfor dfstdnd memgmgron a

At 206, an ani mated character associated wth t
SEPpHiPT SYSIPIHE 2pedanee Vit asvRrabpdinagt b the mrsezbl@ve%wn At 200,

grm%a;j% Cﬁaerh taifh gesﬁt@ﬁt%me%e%&% %agf ranqééhtf?ﬁatlon of
|splaecF. I's displaying nmay include displaying the
@iisemice df tHedMbnbg be deternmed Gbmathe [M Witrdddya reqnebt may be sent to a
allown}ga ser. to nove th ani mat ed char

g idephigoatia e sendr it A Reaiimg hﬁ%ctsfeassociated
%ﬁlﬁm'tﬂ@&%ﬁeﬁ rﬁz?}abél-fecéﬁ@({ fbAI AL e &\ (208 "'%f SimsRacREh&QEr

I's may I ncl'ude converting text from Minto
assdéiatet] wituh b serelet map be Fitsp};alyeds yHlik é$p1§1ymgdmm ingiudg dtShleymg
dl 0. e deli ver| her ude ani t| n
Hitengiard Euior Ly e g witidsf fnd AfaiBe sy TG
Eﬁﬁla?édddlﬁracteF HhyWARSre of AR s@fgthA't QD% ROt kﬁd@ﬁbe dehvered toa
detecting an enoticon in the IMand animting the

obeatlzough the ranmlaraychalmterr dhisgvawsinchde eomertingriextiisone the IM into

P‘é‘i}é F@Pﬁ%ﬁ) t\gae%ée%(})eg gﬁgltg ('m(i Bﬁgl&_g écﬁreast{;lg - '?nl% delivering may

RGARE HRNER aﬂrﬁiiu%ﬁh@&t&%ﬂté’fﬁﬂ byrthrdniRtibh Sathe playmg of the audio.
i nvention. At 30 advertisenent details

Eeﬁh@dth@adellverm@tm@}eme]dldﬁ defastingsasy qpeqticomin @1@2%1 gndl animating the
t ed ch to represent the

8@@5&?’% 104 Elﬁ’aﬂ?ﬁ%"tgﬂl%wﬁ%% kd. At 304, the 20

ani mated character specified to represent t he

adverti senent may be displayed. At ¢ont ent

s p eci filed3 isgrilaw élaaa% Hivsaimen mﬁ%‘ﬁ’g e TaesYip@ pdvprtisigon a
éut%r %*s?é% fH %%Bﬁg}léel x!vHﬁ‘ by @Irnb m@nﬂﬁ{tﬂé)gr invention. At 300,
ng w a software In ac nce w th
aﬂva'ﬁknmmn”ﬁﬂhﬂmay be pati@tentily reﬂmrteﬂt fram a s&tved 048t 3@ an animated

z'hér%%teh”%ﬁcrzéréj%@?%% i eTeaiageoy GoTdantly Atpds e
aﬁaﬁ&‘fbrs ectrﬂe Tepte Lt RGO AR by HeaNWyEa. At 306,
t 0 sear C rch.

Int At 402, a resSponse
conteai spedified rﬁcrrtthmdxrm},sebentrraa:}ebwé@ilmredm the server
generated by an artificial intelligence (Al)
application. At 404, an aninmated character associated

W th HieqN o AR didpRdmn AMisiBinPLnlithoR feviattractihg 46t a doftevare
content may be delivered to a user 30 through the

anbatan e@bocmamtbranageb@dumné of the oresenfdnygntigppiit 489:jagplert may
Bﬁ ss%tqaﬁgrvglb - §eR Jn'g\f/%%rll Q%rt&ﬁ%pmglﬁd@ A s&rdﬁ%}’a ﬁl%?sraggmdlcatmg

that a web search is to be performed and sending keywords to search in the web search.

At 402, a response containing content may be received from the server generated by an
artificial intelligence (AI) application. At 404, an animated character associated with
the Al application may be displayed. At 406, the content may be delivered to a user
through the animated character associated with the Al application. This may include

delivering results of a web search if one was conducted.
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SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU WD 2004/ 012151
PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 FIG 5 is a flow diagram

wobéustziat i ng a nmet hod for nmanagi ng an | M syst POT/A2003/000393

accordance wi th an enbodi nent of the present

invention. At 500, a request may be received froma
user for an animated character, the request including
an identification of 5 a sender of the | M nessage to

t he UBKE.S5 ifa ﬂ@wdlagamﬂamslag aaethns fguaanagingpn BMisyaem in

|de i fication nf or t| g

e o af S limRa o LB PRI E AL P sty e
r-EBél%d ﬂf)ﬁra{‘il?stet R aff@iintdiéd dhdeacter] tAE dqguedt ifiddudiag an identification of
animation file representin t he ani mated char act

aserglonof the BVimgsseaede tkauser oAt ¥12n g detabasg ﬁlil%lfee%}leﬂeg with the
]%F%W c&tc oh. 0 5@%0?,&1}2 %X@ndx%garﬁﬁi tﬁee%tﬂlﬁﬂo{ed chBraFleBma§ bk SeRived

am 1| I serving
frevethé H&amet Thi mﬁ)ﬂhat&fn may ﬂmmdelaémcauys 1f<manl amimation file
accordance wi th an_enbodi rren the pr. .
TeRvesgRtingrihe %1 chagacis, b1 ApaVG ﬂ? piip feaggyling the animated

ag&&&%m r%}ﬁe foﬂh@ggérved froma user. At 602, an
advertl senent

e selected froman adverti sing
dat abase. At 604 t he advertisement 15 may be served
7 is..a flow di

:rgt thgg‘l(;}J fﬁ%rs ngyfagﬁag@nh%]gggagmlg& uet cgﬁr:s%:x%vﬂ}sgga: vtell'tlr']sglg%o a user of
h%ﬁﬁohfeigg’}r{;% LS PN LRADAIMERY ofithe ARSAT dRESon. At 600,
an dinment o

the present invention. At 700,
a!peabdac requestrior memiveftisemetteayimarcdivedafion v uses slé\@@%my

8520 7 B 5 BRGS0, BT e frmens

TR |H‘elsgltvghtd He@kdd gence appl i catl on. The Al
application may provide interactive help, web

searching, or other capabilities to the user. At 704,

th f
oot 358 AT SPaR b bR 8508Bs gecs o
laﬁiﬁ&alm&mgnde%o&bﬁrmw to 3sér iacrdsca witha aﬂmlas@rraasnt of the

il'lustrating a method for providi ng[ I M access on a
shesent invangiong At Fa0.\ancdert Iy seat vl the HisgimanbVdageage may be

T o L L
ayseB o ar tigiciae thidlligemnct hgplication.i T Ahapphlgamdramw premde

user wishes for all nessz%ges t 1b f orwar ded 3,94
daiorasive hslp. wethgatchingarip e capbilitigs tadhe ussh At/0 S réponse

80 il drE iR RloehdlEapRldtfon dBYbd I ceived. At 706, the response may

be forwarded to the user.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for providing IM access on a Short
Message Service (SMS) or Multimedia Message Service (MMS) format device in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. At 800, a message may be
received from the user indicating that the user wishes for all messages to be forwarded
to a device utilizing the SMS format. At 802, an identification of the device may be

retrieved from a database. This identification may be a cellular phone number. At 804,
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retrieved froma database. This identification my be
a cel lul ar phone nunber. At 804, 14 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET

w@ RduB1A8) RO AU WO 2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000BEBATU2003/000393

nmessage i ntended for the user may be formatted in SVS.
At 806, the formatted nessage may be forwarded to a

gé fifdrlded $or0RE BYRYha8! HTBmtletl i BRIS. den806f tlﬁ&blfrm‘ﬁted
FIG is a flowdiagramillustrating a nmethod f

pesssghmpy P fiorvarcdrip repmenuniatipay SV Aenevith %ﬁd@@ﬁlﬁc&ﬁon

systemin accordance with an enbodi nent of the present

i nvention. At 900, an inmage may be received fromthe

user.FiS. %@%,ﬂMﬁamﬁuWinb @ methetifer persasalming an animated

ani mated character. This i ncl ude r nﬁ%‘?ﬂg ;

eb@@%%@@{ﬁscqmﬁuéﬁfr?ﬁ%tf’%ﬁn R A R GEbo 9t thg prosen

| B R o é@dohﬁl’?ﬁn ﬁ%@éwéd@&ﬁthé’@s@f Pt 607, R ihid8e may be

I'mage T nto pfeconfigured positions, |nterpolat|ng

randes@ns an tmiorted dhasetepo$his imery indude EO0VENG treheaus fformation

f.or ach of one. or re ani mti or the aniate

G e tmess BOGYPe B o de F PSR T B etipe e

hﬁéggfim% maﬁgﬁl%ﬁ pgﬁﬁ&% i¥e/PORLAE moAbmMERS frohhebase osmon to a
[

render e be saved in a database. FIG 1
acWlpositionl lfca@aeh'mf <I>Ileustmca‘t: amgflaann%@)p thecanirsated ﬁhqrﬁ@@réﬁ ﬂi’erfomla

e

E&ﬁ@ﬂe&‘?ﬁm&@&@y BB ¥ave@G£h M8taBike! M cont ai ni ng cont ent
fromthe Sender. A sender identification deterniner

1002 coupl ed to the I Mreceiver 1000 may determ ne an

corver 1o ol S &l F A 30GTult af Bl 1 il Magthy one

lce@phitef byitdnh ﬁnaod@ﬂdaﬁwm ad&ﬁeodimynmnhie presam mnuam A IM
server wth 20 the identification of the sen

aereivgt 0Qmay meeive ap diesoptaining oentertyrona the; s SinAA Sefder
écge %Eeﬁijo C&?ern%:ﬁe gl 86‘? g éﬂtt‘é% V‘%& PecdeRRr $EIPRL 8y 35’[91%15@%1
e 100

ver. ani nma act er i splayer coupl ed
ti@erﬁlﬁ@atafﬂ stahestndbedfalid BV fropcthieURr. A@%emedu&sosdnﬂa 1004
recei ver 1000 pay .di spl an an character th
azggp}eqlm@a Swdlehlqeﬂ%ﬁ%aé‘ﬁagF’temT’ﬁP% @Ya%ﬁnﬁ@re%t to a server wi
tﬂ&* #}igt SR LA iendel eﬁ%l DL RHEH R B GE v WDE6 ARy Kceive an
ow usi ng an w ndow- ext ernal char act er
dinfpdted/ dlarés@ér&,ssc&[miechs}vitb Wersgn@r fionr the senvew eAnr peimated character

I mat e char acter. an on . the sc
aﬂml.aa{pgg @l% tl]wgq:l el?aracm re%‘erwqg,gﬁgg cﬁg)%ggﬂ\/l receiver
ReGH lé})’ﬁf Slimadd Qhé?tﬁé’t&l Aodifted Wathad sBAH& This displaying
ara er ‘di'splayer 1008 may deliver the content to a

unaasr intude digplaying theinimeted chhrastarewside vhHam Ivhayindow using an IM
window-external character displayer 1010, and allowing a user to move the animated

character anywhere on the screen using an animated character mover 1012. An
animated character content deliverer 1014 coupled to the animated character displayer
1008 may deliver the content to a user through the animated character. This may
include converting text from the IM into audio through text-to-speech synthesis with a
text-to-speech synthesizer 1016 and playing the audio with an audio player 1018
coupled to the text-to-speech synthesizer 1016. The delivering may further include
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i nclude converting text fromthe IMinto audio through
text-to-speech synthesis with a 30 text-to-speech

wayothessrzer 1016 and playing the audi o with aPCEHATL®3/000393
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pl ayer 1018 coupled to the text-to-speech synthesizer

1016. The delivering may further include 15

3hﬁ/ﬁ’ﬁh§ &Hﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁ? i Wcﬁ‘(ﬁ@jatimwﬁﬂi tﬂ?lﬁ@iag/oﬂi fildudlio using an

PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 animting the character in .
FRatibazastsr SHAig Sb’ﬁé]'{fﬁ%‘z‘iﬂ g0 furhere {he dalivrrae g

%ﬁfeﬁg{e%e& SHGE RS theAtA Pﬁgéé{ﬁ‘ gﬁf)ﬁéﬁn_ch‘e@ec%&zl@ﬂ E4d biRiating the

the u e

lvering may Inc tecting an enoticon in
tcheadtht msi way that mifetts derentwicer using 20 2@ otipeh cmiavedrianignator 1024

t he haracter. in wa at reflects the enpticon
lfg}ll?l@‘fl%?nt SﬁB‘PPE%thd%T‘Fé?I{a/]@?Er ani mtor 1024 5 coupl ed

to the enoticon detector 1022. FIG 11 is a block
diagramillustrating an apparatus for receiving .
adver Flgi hhisarblock diegrpumilnsteyiog emapparatvs firdegstangidysrtising on
an enbodi nent .of th resent invention..An . .

2 RORIPPIRE SYisR 1R aceRrJRats Wt g cmbpdimerLOL e Present jayention. An
REdrAsHRaH d¥tall € béri RN ErefeF Imqas;n%erﬂoaidiﬁy adttisvd 4dvBitiBement
server. An ani mated character downl oader 1102 coupl ed

tdstadlafigm asereer: iAnesrimated shapeter drsvnloadier 1@k equpledrto saido

ownl ni 4 (o)1 { i
R PR T A S] 1 05 b Sndg vt
Gibsdifiey®rreprbfht cielbdvediserhent! R@ anirhaed ekhradiar dgil@yer 1104 coupled
downl oader 1102 ma§ di spl ay the anj mated char a&t er

dp el aniragfed gharagie oadee | Hihvaey flispla the anipatgd chatecter

. r ; . .
S BEL <R ASbitpest, AR acseABkal Sl yerr 110
spepled tetheianinhdted cldyavteridispldygr tr0dahedddlivieecomfdnBspeciddsn the
a, bl ock,_ di ag{ﬁary illustrating an apparatus for
idynapically figalsdidea software robot in accordance with
an enbodi nent of the present invention. A server 20
alert sender 1200 may send an alert to a server. The
sendi MJGof2 & bloek diapmyn illnstiaticg aa appardius dordnierstngwith a

i ndi cat i I hat web .search is to per f or.red uUsi ng.
SofB BB Sornu dug e Sumanbousast oh e darRT Y Ry o rperver
[ forB &AUEN 100 thAPsehE in BRAE R sHSEF OTIR seh@MBRF n BRAGRAY include a
1204 coupled to the web search nessage sender. An

asendifg einadssagerindicatingdhae webssatehds todwaieviormadusng@jveb search
receive a.r nse cant ai ni n ontent. fromithe 25 .
SBroue ssBab R PE TRV PrisTE et e Peh ooy 2
apfivofdidnder 1287 BipleR el SRBIseR LI mesbs Bérayer Ad dhificial

cogeﬁl ed to the artificial intelligence response

rigtetlispage EspmSABgEeiyes b} Mpymay receive a response containing content from the
server generated by an artificial intelligence (AI) application. An animated character

displayer 1208 coupled to the artificial intelligence response receiver 1206 may display
an animated character associated with the AI application. An animated character
content deliverer 1210 coupled to the animated character displayer 1208 may deliver the
content to a user through the animated character associated with the AI application.

This may include delivering results of a web search if one was conducted using a web

search results deliverer 1212.
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an ani mated character associated with the Al
application. An aninmated character content deliverer

wa2dd/ocaspl ed to the ani mated character di spl apeT/AU2@3/000393
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may deliver the content to a user through the
ani mat ed character associated with the Al application.
30 This may include delivering results of a web search
i f one_was conducted using a web search_ results
del i v&F@r 13 ppdlockgliagspypdiishigiiee apapprgtRUDE mpgpeiRgPRM system
Xfpagcg%ﬁge[l T BEPOAYRR03 B9 ?)%%ght ilﬁe(n:‘tio&.sAhsa.nﬁn. R PHracter
lagram i1l ustrating an apparatus for managi ng an | M

syplesneddvead 800 dap ceceivietarequiesefrbmdi wsenfor af atinentqurahsmater, the
i nvent,iqn,. An anpi mpted character . r est recejver
TSASSHR UﬁhQS@H@nﬁBPéw@E & sprds oM messEs o the ekt A

' ki ' tdghésttdceRer 1300
D A T e
qegrquegemndatabase witB0Re tloutplfication.o Aptaaimatedreliaaatteidaichaseer

request receiver 1300 may .query.a database w.th, t.h
TR RS o0k T i penpch 23R Btk Maracter
@ ¥ Rlat®hsd, SRl MESrmbhBOF AR IndISfe] Meatidhf fof ARédi@ation file
regardi ng the animated character fromthe database.

Tenrssenting thesninoatedreliaraater] Wdeanimpisd ghareeier databape information

TR oree ob el B R 8o o AR SRR ler 1304
heBbfoewatatRslinf@niatien adpiafBd Lthe GRRAAST ardttdr abtReaser.
i nformati on receiver 1304 may forward the information

regardi ng the ani mated character to the user. FIG 14

sorvi ngcat S bpp gLl A 9pPRERt Bitioi avenising o

iR eofate switéh i@ Accordaack Withtan @mbobigndat ebthatpresent invention.
invention., A periodic advertjsenent request receiver

¥4 periofig adsstiseipeniregesst isasiver KY0aady Tefivah periodic request for an
AR S, AU SOl ot g
radeaitivanent 4&fhesayceiedr 4400 any aeleeraniadeertipmdnt fuomean advertising

advertisjn dat abase. An vertisenent. server 1404
¥ %géwglsga\%? e nalil cSilesds g a isepgntggetor 1402
gfﬁ%%%ﬁmeaév&fgenﬁmeh&rﬁ he user. FIG 15is a

diagramillustrating an apparatus for providing
access to an artificial intelligence software robot

t A Wi th mbodi nent of .th |
o coerfich ASdnt Pank AaRGH Uit Brppa s v fidg aggess toan
{ﬂ?{téﬁ%iﬁl/{ihte‘ﬂ?éeﬁ% SPbard Fobat {ohBuseB BY ackBrddfceaiitd M smssiagent of the

message including content. An artificial )
i pressnt ingemita. Areplert Idg‘@gter 1500 may detect an alert being sent from the user in

an IM message, the IM message including content. An artificial intelligence alert passer
1502 coupled to the alert detector 1500 may pass the alert and the content to an artificial
intelligence application. The Al application may provide interactive help, web
searching, or other capabilities to the user. An artificial intelligence response receiver
1504 may receive a response from the artificial intelligence application. An artificial
intelligence response forwarder 1506 coupled to the artificial intelligence response

receiver 1504 may forward the response to the user.
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1502 coupled to the alert detector 1500 may pass the
alert and the content to an artificial intelligence

wa@p@kiocasi on. The Al application may provide PCT/AU2003/000393

interactive help, web searching, or other

capabilities to the user. An artificial intelligence
response receiver 1504 nay receive a response from

the artificial intelligence application. An artificial

30 i lE. 16 gembleck diaguns Blusuativer aeappasts Teoproviding ] agress on a

vt etpoB serbise SoNET Of S8 Hessdsl SEBE OIS S dovice in
4 BB 261G AHbYBNRA0 13d Bresdnt BEBhAR 08B SMDIGIAMFfodwarding

16 is a block diagramillustrating an apparatus for
messegatienei veM 60 craysreetivea Blesvage Roasthg assandirating thatge user

or ., Multinedi a Messa Service £:01 [ Wy
SeSan Al @ e Brrapoarvefee diEhuliphEthe §61S Bfnact An SMs
dIVIRAB H&Ace i0BntINation rdids el 060TEdipied to heriddSagdIMS forwarding
receiver 1600 may receive a_nessage froq%%pe ser
megsagarecpiyet Hid0 mmpretiicae apidengEiction of he qryice ffara a datapase.

. . e o S A
A e e T A R
Fdmatiive 608 ndySofaatsanelsag intdahfye tease ne¥M3 60DVifly An SMS
retrieve an identjfi ion_of the Vi roma
M B s age FS a0 SRIS0IR %ﬁé’f KOs Piae f3pp3fisr 1604

i i Eihayl fdarBie formatted
RiTRdhe SO LA alHR (OB FRafo Ry QT ey R Aniele formattc
ARsSNSto ®torviBnivetiaBgatefay whmgevith 60 dentifipitend. t o t he
SM5S or MVB nessage formatter 1604 and to the SMS or
MVS device identification retriever 1602 may forward
the f €9 blJmESH L RO B faddthOR$ patsRNRY
al ong?mjltgﬁgll denf?g;i%flégltliﬁgﬁ. 15 FIG 17 |ps a bl oégkan
diiagitainchatdctes bn atdomputen syatema imeaserdanee Wwish g ambedimegt efiihe

ani mat.ed charact.er on a co ter systemin

AR obormneeororng TR ot RYRNE R kel TR #RASE, An
BB halatOR ikBYe fRESEVET(RR0LTBE & fhe dfihdd 1R ceiset170@may render
ani mated charactéer inage renderer 1702 coupled to the

ithesitysge e i erimateriGharsalpr.r Bhig aray in¢ladq jermgaingexiganeous information

ni mat ed char.acter., This . L7 [ o :
S S0 A e g1 A5, 24, Bitin e e
Xhicaaaaussidal Mhdmtisg artersedimerdsiéih] imapdiriydifier 1766 coupled to
image to a three-dinensional image using a
the exdragponsriBosmation eagECHDE maripalrtee theipeesinQprepepiigured

L. \A 3 | e-

A
plieemidrial ih s medifitd 1906] imtegpolating ol enants TR0 bestpisitbn to a

to the, three- C .
new position for each of one or more animations for the animated character to perform

using a movement interpolator 1710 coupled to the preconfigured position image
manipulator 1708, and introducing the image to a three-dimensional geometry engine
1712 coupled to the movement interpolator 1710. The rendered image may then be

saved in a database.
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di mensi onal i mage nodifier 1706, interpolating
nmovenents froma base position to a 25 new position

wo oro4me1bl of one or nore ani mations for the anP@EAER003/000393
character to perform using a novenent interpolator
1710 coupled to the preconfigured position inmage
F18NI W 24186k didS8m DStk HQHsRbD hd dicappaRES foopraviding IM
three-di mensi onal geonetry engine 1712 coupl ed,tolvh\qg
avease we atShoritdessageiegyicd (AS) mhuftisnrdis Messaga gervifgt )

h : d j t ab 43 &
RO S35 TGRS BB 47 SToSAT AL e B0 D010
k8 of 8 ddndhie Glraf bR @rAMnithdthistioRthetg. allneekipgedt potllearwas in
apparatus for providing IM access on a Short N@ss%%%saw

dienlaying the gnimpated charcteraiaTieachvesss aBitiaty PRt tagvy cn
farnmat .devi ce . C ' ' SFriend]
Bl SaAEP ARl RURLTBSath & heindly
iherfacs for dite e Ioneaifiite fustienewad toeredod quyalst tepl afliheaming gnstant
in 5 displaying the aninateﬂ charagaﬁﬁsﬁ%gr ch USer. o all
megseges|angd eredixghe apdip REtUhYER fhetrmeRl the SRIfet, FWGIE & ¥
IR ), TN rRbarHak o uaet
O B o T B o
whulidttsl] fhematrhaeds chapstérovirab itcheeded to He and shen gpntinpedyiihnigs own

ﬁgg%%@tg T}qugsaz gg'lge}g ngq(%ﬁgéef | t?i(mé 2 él?ggriﬁ.‘gl \gﬁlﬁ}&) gnf;tail% taltfd fnlaﬁe the
éﬁ&%%rcﬁda&eplﬁn&%fgﬂl%eﬁ Y06 REPRAUSH. Ohbé thise @bmplebal the

a user progra woul d té t he ‘ani mat ed character
sdfatare theneetifies the ushy pavgtamihat ik fininhed apd the uper nsogram can do

processi, .Then at s undet.er mi_ne [ :
Rbeieeen i i BEARALOAR T NE™ Y Bt S agsp o AR more
RehLARMENRRE @\Bictef Atia RAR, ARIOHE Sdallhg D 6£tht MMcdning messages
conpleted the software then notifies the user program
triiglit niot takeplabé i theie designitederders dn agditign nthissamgsomputer

what ever th this i.nfo ion jt . | Shi
AR ot dhppt g oREPD o s EriR0RR ot . B 8 imted
ERABhLAEE bedt 18 spdalBt odedhdhenly eaclofie ohiracérs bhtput would be

i ncom ng nessages m ght not take place in their

Hemril gndthecbtlerrequld bablagleadi i on to this sone conputer
systenms can only support audi o output from one user
programat a tine. If two animated characters needed

t 0 Speaky Bécanseasf thdwotifeatiyn proeess inentienahebone whersby program

out put would be heard and the other woul d be blocked.
zlgtiges the user program that a request has %een processec{J Wwe were e?ole &)l%uciild a

‘sliding window’ or a dynamic array which is simply a code version of a queue. So

h makes
G

what would happen is the user program would receive an incoming message and it
would be added into this queue, rather than immediately requesting an animated |
character. If this request is the first or only item in the queue it would be automatically
‘popped’ off and requests an animated character. Once request had been performed it
would notify the user program and the user program would (if the queue is not empty)
pop off another request and repeat the cycle over again. By doing this we overcame

both of the problems whereby not only can we control the order in which incoming
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Now because of the notification process nentioned
above whereby program notifies the user programthat

W@ 2008/ LSt has been processed we were abl e to PCI/AU2@3/000393

“sliding window or a dynamic array which is sinply a
code version of a queue. So what would happen is the
uResagpy argidaplayedtokhe @sai W alvo prevennihe gnimessbhgarateals from talking
25 woul d_be added into this queue, rather than
PHFeE 30 F‘Wﬁ@questi ng an animated character. If this
request is the first or only itemin the queue it
woul d be automatically ~popped off and requests an
éfh'epniceﬁthérafomc&eshow@in@igwqﬂr&iﬂ: had been perforned it

ot f the u ram and use¥

ThR pivehionutll naRiing Metshee Tohe BRlenBinBrhge program.

r e q}' e %jncé1 fithak 8BGRdetdrRBnEMBARNAN&ImiAE ﬁieBsaggkéva@i edcRiel hes
we overcame 30 both of the probl ems whereby not only

can winvsghen wouldipsriormghe foowirigch i ncoming 19 WO
2004/ 01215 0393 di spl d
r%lheélg{ gzgf(ﬁf)?‘év gFﬁpoP et 1§ Aiea & € di splaye

to the ke € ani mat ed char acters

from tal ki ng ioVgi isahen apebdafinddrasssageheoyld b egtmed to the sender
therefore as shown in Figure 18 is: 5 1. The invention

awai t s an i ncomcAtheripesnige nfessagehe i nst ant nmessagi ng

program, %xtr%’&%ﬁeh&né‘éﬁth%@lgi fleterm ned that an

i ncom ng nessa was recelve i nvention woul d

performgh ®efc@hiu¢BMhB ghiquaideftifiekoftthis sereler by tleeking in the contacts
aut o- responder is turned oni. If it is then a
pr edefi ned Iﬁ’éssage woul d be returned to the sender 10

of the ingc t st he nane of the
A nQ/grt A tﬁlgyrg 1n't:8( Eh

sender c. term nlquel ent|f|er of this
sender by. @hleckiforgny rantoheomscanﬂatursthem inta 1ot fo€datemrer t

ot SN S s Pbha e S50 T R om e sever
Reque th
Charact i TF rElaL LS hA0 3%"4‘*396 8RR o00) 1B oy
|nto tehmtxqumrtﬁat(\a&emmaqtmed above) al ong vvlth any

t hat, wer e ext ract

oS d0iie (86 5B LS AR PTRASHEN 31 T OP S FRygTe the
the  emoticons for the defined animated character from the server
| 6. Load the users animated character onto the screen

7. Read out the message while the above step 5 is taking place

8. Play the emoticons |

The second biggest problem to be overcome was how to determine an incoming
message had arrived. The solution we decided upon was to have the invention locate the
messaging windows and scan their contents at a regular interval (say 100ms). It would
then compare the contents of the messaging window with the contents of the window
previously. It was determined that if the contents were different then a new message had
arrived and that the different between the two would represent this message. It was then

into a process of extracting the name of the sender from this message and adding its

details to the queue for processing.
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20 enoticons for the defined ani mated character from
the server 6. Load the users aninmated character onto

wo b@4mcrieen 7. Read out the nessage whil e the BODKE2003/000393
step 5 is taking place 8. Play the enoticons The
second bi ggest problemto be overcone was how to
determ ne an incom ng 25 nessage had arrived. The

" ocat STRIRem RS Al RS 2R Ao ExF R e Do Dape and
AbscRibEE HHBhLdIHR BBt th e 1RADF In the Ert‘P{_Q\‘fihg thd BeRBit of this

conpare the contents of the nmessaging w ndow with the
disctoswre shatfmanyenave mushificapiony than sieptioned ahave atetpessibla edthout

that .if_ the.contents wer i fferent then ne ssage
ity FPPaHS BTSN Brrpon BBt TS TR be
o ded SRIBERMhe SpMitofMBS SHdRded dlaivds then 30 into a
process of extracting the name of the sender fromthis
nmessage and adding its details to the queue for
processi ng. 20 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU WO
2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 Whi |l e enbodi nents and
applications of this invention have been shown and
described, it would be apparent to those skilled in
the art having the benefit of this disclosure that
many nore nodifications than nentioned above are
possible without 5 departing fromthe inventive
concepts herein. The invention, therefore, is not to
be restricted except in the spirit of the appended
clainms. 21 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU WO

2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 CLAI M5 What is cl ai ned
is: 1. A nmethod for instant messaging on a conputer
system including: receiving an instant nessage (I M
containing content froma sender; 5 displaying an

ani mat ed character associated with said sender; and
delivering said content to a user through said

ani mated character. 2. The nmethod of claim1, further
i ncl udi ng:
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determining an identification of said sender of said
IMfromsaid IM 10 3. The nethod of claim2, further

wo patiiag: sending a request to a server w t hPGEHAU2003/000393

identification of said sender; and receiving said

ani mat ed character associated with said sender from

€hiAdMiSer ver. 15 4. The nethod of any one of claim1l,

§@frein,said_delivering i ncl udes: converting text from
aHiS|AMSE 5 audi o t hrough text -t o- speech synt hesi s;

d gl 1ﬁé’th&9fo'i%i1§a1ﬁﬁ§is%gin%r 0 Themmitiagsteh, slcRidmg .

an
wherein said delivering er 1'ncludes: 20 animating
sai d reveivingtaarinstantsyessdgediil} edritainingicontentirompl sgpdery of

el B PRgine g emiets Hietioe Sl ol St el

sai d §dveRngsAD chMbAE aSAbhEBh 34iH BhimdledPchapastdrhat
reflects sard enoticon. 25 7. The nethod of claim1,

wherei n sai d di splaying includes displaying said

ni mat.ed _charact er._qutsj,de. o n.lMw ndow. 8. The
ZEt hogﬁ%fm&ogio%c }mﬁuﬁrkhgfgcﬁngnl%i ng allow ng a user
to maaeﬁﬁhﬁémiiﬂ@ﬁi&fﬁaﬁ&ﬁofcdamrsaﬁa@rofaﬁ&\LMeirr@meaidtIlwe

screen. 22 UBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU WO
2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 9. The nethod of clai m

, fu ' k :ﬁﬁ.ﬂ{' ' .y retrieving
édver?ﬁgg{%ﬂﬁtagégﬁg@%é rc?#nﬂ%iu‘s%ﬁeﬂré}er; downl oadi ng an
ani matadingwiegaéseto s mevériwiddsal didentpficadendf s#d sender; and

advertisenent;_ displaying said animted character .

speci f@@ﬂl@&;sarde%@égﬁtcﬁgraﬁer Haodrted @’éti?éﬁ’td; SeRdgg frog said server.
delivering content specified for said adverti senent.

10. The nmethod of claim1, further including: sending

dn al &ht niethod cfany ene of daimi V,j wigereinrsaid plehseingoneladesi ng

content fromsaid seryv enerated by an . 10 .
arti f PRRErUREE% 'qg‘?rﬁ éﬂégf% %F‘) a@ﬁ‘bﬁ%‘%ﬁqit@ﬂﬂo-weech synthesis; and

playing said audio.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said delivering further includes:

animating said character in synchronization with said playing of said audio.
6. The method of claim 4, wherein said delivering further includes:
detecting an emoticon in said IM; and

animating said character in a way that reflects said emoticon.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said displaying includes displaying said

animated character outside of an IM window.

8. The method of claim 7, further including allowing a user to move said animated

character anywhere on the screen.
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Al application; and delivering said content to a user

wo krogoghissai d ani mat ed character associ at ed w PET/AB2108/000393
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Al application. 15 11. The nmethod of claim 10, wherein
said sending an alert includes: sending a nessage
9ndi c&hbm@thddatfc&inve]bfmdmmmmchngo be perfornmed; and

sendi n rds. to n sa b search. 12. The

et nodSae LA e e P T m e Fa e PPt SR o d

conte '&BW‘ﬁR)'mﬁiE%ﬁ%nm@eQedj @ﬁa!réé%r s?n&nﬁ&ﬁt%l |ré;%:e§<‘:fnt §Ad ddveefsement;
search. 13. The nethod of clai furt i ncl udi ng:

al | ovmd:sglayhg sagkanimated eharatterf sp@mﬁ@«hm representeaid advertisement; and

prede ed ani d cter i spl ayed on a
reci piog “ggéﬂﬁgﬂf E@Q? e@@?ﬁe ser sends an I M
nmessage to 25 said recipient. 14. The nmethod of claim
1, further including: allow ng the user to upload an

ilfage The nishadselcrlaipm ]Grf@@heirmg?hahn&m mated character to
be dis |ent s conputer system when

sai d ag%‘ﬁ‘\{%gn grtg%a r30 nmessage to said recipient.

23 StEehidd H fespbiisk Tofildidg dhienRE0MA 3al0B e 46025 by an
PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 15. A nethod for instant nessaging
@ﬁlféﬁl%hl@‘ieﬂ’@im@drﬁﬁjﬁ?ﬁlﬁﬁﬁl% system such as a conputer
syste 00 .
e oo/l il 4 SRAA0E. SYG16 O TG o an
nmess agieﬁvc(ridg@samwnﬂ tdﬁzguswﬂir@.[gth shidomimaed oharacter @sociated with
senders; 5 forn1ng a queue by creating a dynam c array
aﬁﬁ]ﬂ;l‘ﬂr@éhﬁ’ﬁ@ i ncom ng nmessage into said queue;
controlling the timng of operations of actions in the
gueue and when required displaying an ani nmated

dAar acihermabebafl daied] Qyiviteredmbald smdd@ra;n dertingkidieyier i ng
said content to a user throu

h sa te
char acFRding a Myssge 1 G A b SERish 1 DDCRREP TS
ani natseglifhREARES 1oRBrcR%n Hid RleBYEAcRN an

12.  The method of claim 11, wherein said delivering said content comprises

delivering results of said web search.

13.  The method of claim 1, further including:
allowing the user to select from one or more predefined animated characters to
be displayed on a recipient's computer system when said user sends an IM message to

said recipient.
14.  The method of claim 1, further including:
allowing the user to upload an image to be used in creating an animated

character to be displayed on a recipient's computer system when said user sends an IM

message to said recipient.
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out put screen w thout being bounded by the instant

message (IM wi ndow. 17. The nethod of claim 16
wobedmei21se plurality of animated characters deP€r/aiinmd000393

in 15 the queue of nessages from senders can be

si mul t aneously di spl ayed on the imaging screen and

the nEsRARSfoaltadefdeainglony digital vemennichtiougystanhsuch as a
respective sender's animated character. 18. The ..
qeenpveat syftermey digiial tlephprg systensoncompmagqe therepf; weluding:
nmessagi i IS, [ I ad c8 £

co npa@%eg'xgi\%p"toﬁg gﬂél\‘/’ ?eoﬁlgt aﬁntg{éléséggéé% éh\%f)o&%gﬁ%r 'cnlgtg?tf rom one ot
mBReSeRe®rdias been received, and if received anal yses
nmessage and places in _queye. 19. A %gihod.for nanig%n

an | e agsEe BY fipatingy dugasmie Alray aRd HIETHEE meerdt ﬁ%age
: froma user for an ani mated character, said
1?1%(%%2&5@?6}19},0' uding 25 an identification of a sender of

an | MamesHageaht timseg of apsetipngjofzctipmyinghelaucals asé whin kequired
aid identification; receiyvj .nf ormati on regardi ng
S B B A A R R PP S P b A 8 and

f or wayi i Bans 8did cbbRHB k@ IhioagREAd Afinttddtharicret ed

character to said user. 30 20. The nethod of claim 19,
wherein said information regardi ng said ani mat ed

Foor oinmeiga st Pifnds wiiai B arihe dl IR st R dipfhyed on an
B schBlY o fd bdtl HsinMEY BO B 1Ak pdesRigt/(AMP GAR0000393
21. The nethod of claim 19, further including:

receiving a periodic request fromsaid user for an
ver tj senent,; elect] . t PR
: i d
ver EPEFRRY i shEnds iehiB R fRRIR o SRR aB M ctermined in
e gRhdlofinedsageddron] BendeBican Be simuttanedusyAisdlayetivarthe imaging
i ncl udi ng: detecting when an alert is sent fromsaid

seveen and thememsagessars gequentially deliverag thrqugh the EeSPPAE SRSy S
%ﬁ@ﬁaﬁe@téhafa tepassi ng said alert and said content to an

iticial Intelligence application; receiving a
response fromsaid artificial intelligence

application; and forwarding said response to said. .
18er | Thometinal haro6¢ 6F IERa 19 041 WhreHRAR Taeegine window i

Sbhirduafiy Blanhd Sld HEREE FRIPbivRIuL RIEsRIMY t Aetermine if message has

been received, and if received analyses message and places in queue.

19. A method for managing an Instant Messaging (IM) system, including:

receiving a request from a user for an animated character, said request including
an identification of a sender of an IM message to said user;

querying a database with said identification;

receiving information regarding said animated character from said database; and

forwarding said information regarding said animated character to said user.

20.  The method of claim 19, wherein said information regarding said animated

character includes a location for an animation file representing said animated character.
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15 interactive help to said user. 24. The nethod of
claim?22, wherein said artificial intelligence

wa@ppkiocasi on provi des web searching capabil i t PEEAU2003/000393
said user. 20 25. The nethod of claim 19, further
i ncluding: receiving a nessage from said user
indicating that the user wishes for all nessages to
be forwarded to a device utilizing the Short Message

2br vi &he puihmyl ofclaimy |9 fusther mclvdingage Service (MVB)
formag; | eV} ' i ] Is i ce
from iooghElL L B O Rl BBl Sl ARk BR aRbaRaLEnREY °F
sai d peedtingranShBertiserhdb froansh advertistrgdiatedase iand
formatted nessage to a .co ni cati ons gateway al ong

Wi th SEYG AU PHISERETL AR SAUSBSCIThe et hod of cl ai m 25,
wherein said identification is a cellular phone :

nunmber. 30 27. The nethod of claim 19, further
28c| udhageth@bof cBUBRIP| Tidher BekElEhg RULE 26) RO AU WO

2004/ Q12151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 .recei.vi ng, an _i mage .f

sai d BEEPIG WHRLA F° Bl Fiagu aeed e fe e eid I8
%{b@gagetagb;imﬁmnggmgﬁg sai d rendered image in said
dat abase. 5 28. "The nethod of claim27, further

i ncl ugassing satt dpi andjsaidcohtentbgen adificial gelligense @pplication;

claim 27, .wherein said renderi ng. rises:. [.emving
extr aﬁ%:gb@ng RSP ?IES’FP ﬁlcg%%_gﬁﬁag “ﬁ'ﬁﬁg‘*&"e prl}ﬁ%é??’yalylﬁg
sai d ifsmaedihg sddképesedb sRASERNal 1 mage; mani pul ating
said imge into preconfigured positions; and

i nterpol ati ng novenents froma base position to a new

o015 8L 208 P RO A fvoviaes
GhigiabtiviPhelpiesad tsesai d rendering further conprises:

introducing said inage to a three-di nensional geonetry
engi ne.

24.  The method of claim 22, wherein said artificial intelligence application provides

web searching capabilities to said user.

25.  The method of claim 19, further including:

receiving a message from said user indicating that the user wishes for all
messages to be forwarded to a device utilizing the Short Message Service (SMS) or
Multimedia Message Service (MMS) format;

retrieving an identification of said device from a database;

formatting a message intended for said user in SMS or MMS; and

forwarding said formatted message to a communications gateway along with

said identification.
26.  The method of claim 25, wherein said identification is a cellular phone number.
27.  The method of claim 19, further including:

25

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO/AU



10

15

20

25

30

31. An apparatus for instant nessagi hg on a conputer
system including: an IMreceiver; 20 an ani mated

waeb@naczier di spl ayer coupled to said | Mrecei VRCT/AER2®3/000393

an ani mated character content deliverer coupled to
said ani mated character displayer. 32. The apparatus
of cl ajceivaiy arf intapl €ond sa¢d wedi;ng: 25 a sender
identification determ ner coupled to said | Mreceiver.
33. THadgppssad 1Ragsras AN animated chriActsiednd nel udi ng: a

Ser VeEa% iixi%éé‘?& ¥en§&@@ %a%egygéiggig{a%a&@i d sender

i dent | tion determ an ani mated character
recei ver coupled to said ani mated character displ ayer.

26 2004/ 012151, PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 34. The
ggpar gg%)?egl?"‘{ﬂ(%g WQ’%@FﬁE%d ani mat ed character
cont eplonBflol MRTiffage.| NCl Udes: a text-to-speech
synt hesi zer; and an audi o player coupled to said

text-to-speech synthesizer. 5 35. The apparatus of

ai 4 erein.saj ni mat ed character content
o' v ape met e A e B o e ot e
audi orGNRGRE ettABous iAfordBtioniemanddimakes of claim 34,
wherein said ani mated character content deliverer

f ur t herodifiyinig raissimage tegr¢ecdimedeippdtigage;and an
enoticon. c act.er. ani I . Sali enoti con
ot ectaprRiAShlindRt (R Mo GARLAhd i) dha

ecappa wherein
sai d antbipelatielg elvaemehte frotl $pase)eEition¢d ydew pasitioh Mr each of one
wi ndow- ext ernal character displayer. 38. The apparatus
Of merepnimgtions e paiq Anigied charagier éﬁpeéf%mact er displ ayer

further includes an ani mated character nover. 20

30.  The method of claim 29, wherein said rendering further comprises:

introducing said image to a three-dimensional geometry engine.

31.  An apparatus for instant messaging on a computer system, including:
an IM receiver;
an animated character displayer coupled to said IM receiver; and
an animated character content deliverer coupled to said animated character

displayer.

32.  The apparatus of claim 31, further including:

a sender identification determiner coupled to said IM receiver.
33.  The apparatus of claim 32, further including:

a server request sender coupled to said sender identification determiner; and

an animated character receiver coupled to said animated character displayer.

26
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39. The apparatus of claim 31, further including: an
advertisenent details periodic retriever; and an

wa@piomiadl char act er downl oader coupl ed to sai dPCT/AU2003/000393

advertisenment details periodic retriever and to said
ani mted character content deliverer; 25 40. The

dppar dthesippiratmk af obaBi 31 fwiidréiasaidneimsted tharadersontesy deliverer
alq(irc; sender; an artificial intelligence response
ME®tSer coupled to said ani mated character displayer

and t g ts@ld. SR RHeGHA aft er content deliverer. 30
41. The appafatus”of claim40, wherein said server

al ert asenderplayec bougdst to s2id te:3UWBSPecCWEFtBbiEET. ( RULE 26)
RO AU WO 2004/ 012151 PCT/ AU2003/ 000393 a web search
nmessage sender; and a keyword sender coupled to said

WBh S qRGRPARES BP61aRE D &lherdiA saill AR RREBER ARernehBdelverer
41, wherein said ani mated character content deliverer

dledes: a web search results deliverer. 43. An
appar at us. f or nagi ng.an lnstant Messaging (I M
syst ef}" @%ﬁ%%&ﬂﬁﬁdlgﬁyﬁﬂ?@az%har acter request
recei ver; a database query generator coupled to said

ani mat ed character request receiver; 10 an animated .
SRar adtherppiedn ot elainhBbrhersio naid apinated chagander gantent deliverer

i Ii-gg & 'arfacter. dat abase i nformati on forwarder
%}Eﬁe oelgsal d ani mated character database

i nf or mAthalicoedaester, andt4. The apparatus of cl aim 43,

further including: 15 a periodic advertisenent

r eque P SotiepR gharacter apiaie coupledie said crotispn daeAiTed t o

said periodic advertisenent request receiver; and an
adverti senment server coupled to said adverti senent

61 ectltwe.app@tud of clhhe 3 hppiasreih wsidehimated chatdbterfdivpldyer includes an

i.pel udi ng:
Ipffwijn owg-extemal character displayer.

38.  The apparatus of claim 31, wherein said animated character displayer further

includes an animated character mover.

39.  The apparatus of claim 31, further including;:
an advertisement details periodic retriever; and

an animated character downloader coupled to said advertisement details periodic
retriever and to said animated character content deliverer;
40.  The apparatus of claim 31, further including:

a server alert sender;

an artificial intelligence response receiver coupled to said animated character

displayer and to said animated character content deliverer.

41.  The apparatus of claim 40, wherein said server alert sender includes:
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an alert detector; an artificial intelligence alert
passer coupled to said alert detector; an artificial

WO paoglokilgence response receiver; and an artifi BCEHAU2003/000393

intelligence response forwarder coupled to said
artificial intelligence 25 response receiver. 46. The

appar atub s@ﬁrcﬁhﬁismgégendﬁaﬂrah&er i ncluding: an SMS or
MMS forwardi ng nessage receiver; an SVMS or MVS devi ce

i dent Peryeidsandescembedio saisliwelestarch messegesivder.
forwarding 30 nessage receiver; an SM5 or MVB nessage
formatter; and 28 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU

VD 200%6 agtiths FLAAULI) G000 348 animatddTharacidvbortessielicerer
forwarder coupled t aid SVMS nessage formatter and
ComBa & Wéﬁ?ﬁé@guﬁﬂaﬁﬂeﬁrcati on retriever. 47. The
apparatus of claim43, further including: 5 an inage
receiver; an ani mated character inage renderer and to

43i d Ameppambasdovennagarpthnainstani Messeging (M pgisen, daWeling:
coupled to sajd ani mated character | nmage renderer.

48. TAB ABHRK Cof IIUSFLAFE e nher ei n sai d ani mat ed

char agtgafabiRRAEFHEIenEaIR r()h&ﬁéd to shil ﬁﬁ‘m@t’élﬁ R QM Srequest receiver;

informati on renover; a three-dinmensional |nmage
nmodi f AeeniowEgl ahdracter datbbohse kitformangedeifeny arglt | on

remover: .a preconfj re osition i e .mani pul at or .
Coun) St Rl e G A pion PREAATEORE] bt i gpmated
&BardctBROIRIBRNS infdHrRliBtREREr. cOUPl ed to said

preconfigured position image nmanipulator. 49. The

apparatus of claim48, wherein said ani mated character
nenderer further. .conpyi.ses: 'Zgu t hr ee- di nensi onal
ég'ome § ARRAHHS ORI Ey TRIEheg q?ﬂ'ﬂ/em&nt i nt er pol at or .
a periodic advertisement request receiver;
an advertisement selector coupled to said periodic advertisement request

receiver; and

an advertisement server coupled to said advertisement selector.

45.  The apparatus of claim 44, further including:
an alert detector;
an artificial intelligence alert passer coupled to said alert detector;
an artificial intelligence response receiver; and
an artificial intelligence response forwarder coupled to said artificial intelligence

response receiver.

46.  The apparatus of claim 43, further including:

an SMS or MMS forwarding message receiver;

an SMS or MMS device identification retriever coupled to said SMS forwarding
message receiver;

an SMS or MMS message formatter; and
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50. An apparatus for instant nessagi hg on a conputer
system including: neans for receiving an instant

wore@gagas(| M contai ning content from a senderPCT/AB2103/000393
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for displaying an ani mated character associated with

said sender; and 25 neans for delivering said content

to a uasMS br MIMS nsasage dorvwides doggled okl SMShlessageformatter and
apparatus of claim5Q, further including: neans for

desud MY deyieaidenfdicetion t4Rie6h of said sender of said
IMfromsaid IM 30 52. The apparatus of claimb51,

further including: 29 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

RQ. AU TP appardiud d2d1ain PETLALRAA30AIAR393 neans for

sending.a request to a server with said identification

of sai® FEEYEF!VTand nmeans for receiving said ani mated

char achehiAgSPaaRlced i&ﬂag@reﬁa&gr a‘iﬁf@%ﬁidfiﬁﬁ%]re%éﬂvgr; and
server. 5 53. The apparatus of clal m 50, erein sald
means aheniratd derdotey sevaricouglsd to smihagmbied chaacter iniagg renderer.

text fromsaid IMinto audio through text-to-speech
synthesis; and neans for playing said audio. 10 54.

Uye apRRapbiatebf Elah A7 53her¥ith R Mifabd cHRAAE Efierer comprises:
delivering further includes: neans for aninmating said

char acnextraneoyy dermubion a¢thoverivi t h sai d pl ayi ng of said

audi o._ 15 55. The aratus.of claim53 erein said.
roans biEeRinegie fERis hEAc oqip R dh 2 S pTithion
deeedrt Ng an enoticon in said IM and neans for

animating said character in a way that reflects said |
enot | danecobigured @osippa imegesmatipelpigr aeunted tersaiddhigelimensional

ns_f i spl ayi ng i ncludes neans for 20 displaying
@%&ggﬁﬁ%?’e%echar acter outside of an I M w ndow. 57.

The appasadmknt dfterpbRaioncdbipled tr dahbpretoidiguatid pysitioa idagor
allowing a user to nove said animated character
JRYMAYARI.on the screen.

49.  The apparatus of claim 48, wherein said animated character renderer further
comprises:

a three-dimensional geometry engine coupled to said movement interpolator.
50.  An apparatus for instant messaging on a computer system, including:

means for receiving an instant message (IM) containing content from a sender;

means for displaying an animated character associated with said sender; and

means for delivering said content to a user through said animated character.

51.  The apparatus of claim 50, further including:

means for determining an identification of said sender of said IM from said IM.

52.  The apparatus of claim 51, further including:
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25 58. The apparatus of claimb50, further including:
means for periodically retrieving adverti senent

waledoaiokasf rom a server; rmeans for downl oadi ngP@NAU2003/000393
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ani mated character specified to represent said

advertisenent; neans for displaying said animated

char acineinsdpesending @ reguastiorasssever withisaid identification of said sender;
verti sement; and neans for delivering content

specified for said advertisenent 30 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET

( RULE 263nsR6Y AbkiWng 30104nmtd 2438 dhrheldrAbRRM OB 98d s@fler from

The, apparatus of claim50, further including: neans

fEY EE¥di ng an alert to a server; nmeans for receiving

a response containing content fromsaid server

generated by 5 an artificial intelligence (Al)

aﬁﬁ?pl i cHhd apparaﬂmf&ldémrSOdi;}w&Bﬂeayéaﬁtgmamsffbi dedivering incluéles:

character associated w th sai, . application; an

means PESJRT sARNFItRG ted ity %‘? gﬁ‘tmtf) @ugloljg@lug{; iGiRyFpecch

S@infhediRi 4Myt ed character associated with said A

application. 10 60. The apparatus of claim59, wherein

sai d mwaans féoplagiegdaidgudio. al ert i ncludes: means for

sendi ng a nessage indicating that a web search is to

be perforned; and nmeans for sending keywords to .

SSAT CNThdappatathis ¥R 130593¢ WherersailmediiGoARREARY glr@itar includes:

cl ai m 60, wherein said neans for delivering sai

cont enmeansgompanimedngresich shaapterde kynebranimgtioe swdht ssidaflaying of said

%%h? web search. 62. The apparatus of claimb50,

fOrtHer incl udi ng: 20 neans for allow ng the user to

select fromone or nore predefined ani nmat ed

characters to be displayed on a recipient's conputer

s35t enthiamargispigldm SewbercinsaiduneansSendpdiverng Airther includes:

recipi l%ggins for detecting an emoticon in said IM; and

means for animating said character in a way that reflects said emoticon.

56.  The apparatus of claim 50, wherein said means for displaying includes means for

displaying said animated character outside of an IM window.

57.  The apparatus of claim 56, further including means for allowing a user to move

said animated character anywhere on the screen.

58.  The apparatus of claim 50, further including:

means for periodically retrieving advertisement details from a server;

means for downloading an animated character specified to represent said
advertisement;

means for displaying said animated character specified to represent said
advertisement; and

means for delivering content specified for said advertisement
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63. The apparatus of claim50, further including: 25
nmeans for allowi ng the user to upload an i nage to be

wais@d/oiaiscreati ng an  ani mated character to bePCT/AU2003/000393
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di spl ayed on a recipient's conputer system when said

user sends an | M nessage to said recipient. 64. An
apparatus for managi ng an Instant Messaging (I M

sygte ' [ Qe ns, for.regceiving a request

f%g'm ?Tgégrr%#%{rlg%d%% %@t%%%heém%&?%r, sai d request

i ncl udimegnsafor seleitig 40 dlat toDs@lera sender of an I'M

message to said user; 31 SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

RO AU WERBE008 7e5 ¢/ 1212 I0ETgnAC I 00 @n g ®RDtEnt fiemysgidisrver generated by
q ] ] Ld identification;, ' means
fglsﬁ%fg?cagil \g}tﬂgk?‘ﬁgﬁ‘%ﬁ’g@%gar di ng said ani mat ed

char actreand foodisplaythg aflahatxs® chapavter me@oRitddowith said Al application;
for%(var ding said information regardi ng said ani nat ed
cA¥tacter to said 5 user. 65. An apparatus for

managi ffdad ol BatvARhe M 285 RG%0 6L, tﬁ%o%%ﬁ‘ 08 lan@h ALd W acter

i ncluding neans for “formng a queue by-creating a

dyssagipted avithespidaAHapriliestéort. i ng i ncom ng nessage into

said queue; 10 neans for controlling the timng of
operations of actions in the queue and when required

dp! ayhegprafatabaLiasss lfo@fe?e% &hid ARRCHALEJIW dnhiafiludes:

sender; and neans for delivering said content"to a

user tmeanrgior ssadihgeninessegalindlvatizgtheta web searchoiati@be performed;
S en w thout bei ng bounded by the instant nessage

( w ndow. 15 66. An apparatus for nanagi ng an

| nst aninelMasfaginatho(Hehvosdssb 88aréH inGhRll WetPRarcther ei n the
means for delivering said content on an output screen

allows a plurality of animated characters determ ned

i pithe f f,rom senders to.he . .

Pl s SR AIRACER vk 350 B 4 s soid coment
mesapges nicandfor deliveeingirédulty of ged Wes k&gt hr ough t he
respective sender's ani mated character. 20 67. An

apparatus for managi ng an Instant Messaging (I M

syst emrpf o 6laj S laﬂﬁnfd=¥§jé%%%ﬂé§gﬁ§%'for t he nessagi ng

w ndow to be continually 1 conpar ed
means for allowing the user to select from one or more predefined animated

characters to be displayed on a recipient's computer system when said user sends an IM

message to said recipient.

63.  The apparatus of claim 50, further including:
means for allowing the user to upload an image to be used in creating an
animated character to be displayed on a recipient's computer system when said user

sends an IM message to said recipient.

64.  Anapparatus for managing an Instant Messaging (IM) system, including:
means for receiving a request from a user for an animated character, said request

including an identification of a sender of an IM message to said user;
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with previous nmessaging to determne if nmessage has
been received, and if received analyses nessage and

w@b@ems21lsn queue. 25 68. The apparatus of cl ai PCBAP2003/000393

10

15

20

25

30

wherein said information regardi ng said ani nmat ed

character includes a |ocation for an animation file
r epr esERTISAGL SEATHRG ﬁidﬁ@%@? Veithasaad idsptificagion; The

appar af)dsnsqbr &'c@iivfﬂgeiﬂfonfnéfﬁér{ﬁ%galjd&(gl SHYl A at3d Fl‘é%ﬁ'gﬁr & said

receiving a periodic request from-sal d user
adntgase;sedent ;  nmeans for sel ecting an adverti senent

froman advertfi si dat abase; .and 32, SUBSTI TUT HEET .
(RULE 2§§1S @%%‘230?9&? ’@?OZ@TOIPD g? Yoraigg character to said

meaps for serving said advertisenent to said user. 70.
The apparatus of claim64, further including: neans

for detecting when an alert is sent fromsaid user in

ap- | M pessage aid 5 1M ) al so j.nel udi n .
Bt enth ERafus 73 onBiniy T MpsShe e D sierh s stam o4
tackdingr tificial mbiisabt f@RRGR qRAP b¥ eRUHIRSa dPIRRNE afr8¥ and
receiving a response fromsaid artificial intelligence
alFpirtieg tcemingngssagi@issaibguauer war di ng sai d response

to sai 1 atus. of claim.7
wner o ety echbofie o S MACR @blifol ofefibiihtyg queue and when
prequiretedisplayies as bhivietddedhardetr 8&o6iatéd &fith séil sehddé; and

apparatus of claim 71, wherein said artificial
i nt el | RgRKder dgliveripgsaid gontans to)p yosrdlreuglspid animetadrpiiaracter on an

CRPR SR b Al B o e (U BRI Sl

fromsaid user indicating that the user w shes for

% messages to_be forwarded to _a device utilizing the
SERERS G ReSERBI T Mirsagna (VD st Slsge 65

r
( i fioe _ _ SN . el . .
ALl Tk P B8 BSOS R B o
nasmaigd chimhgadelttdrmineddn theupiene dfmSivEes frolVindersdo be
simultaneously displayed on the imaging screen and the messages to be sequentially

delivered through the respective sender’s animated character.

67.  An apparatus for managing an Instant Messaging (IM) system of claim 66
including means for the messaging window to be continually scanned and compared
with previous messaging to determine if message has been received, and if received

analyses message and places in queue.

68.  The apparatus of claim 64, wherein said information regarding said animated

character includes a location for an animation file representing said animated character.

69.  The apparatus of claim 64, further including:
means for receiving a periodic request from said user for an advertisement;

means for selecting an advertisement from an advertising database; and
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means for forwarding said formatted nessage to a
communi cati ons gateway along wth said
wo deapifiscati on. 25 74. The apparatus of cl ai "PGBAU2003/000393
wherein said identification is a cellular phone
nunber. 75. The apparatus of claim 73, further
i ncl ugéang for BB/imesad advertisepreai toisaig wwer. i mage from sai d
user; means for rendering said i mtage as an ani nat ed
character; and 33 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU
2 ORh ingleans for savin
%363 doﬁ{eé/r?géfgﬂeag"]sioﬁagg%ﬁildﬁ’ sal g]qggltgglgg'se. 76. The ° .
apparmédns fof detdctingn ah alerthie sent fromusichgser imanmid nfessage, said
croppi ng sai.d_i e. 5 77. The apparatus of claim 75,
1M gpessage alsp o COPy ender i ng conprises: means for
[ ST VinBhs ?51#5&%513@ WS d i OMABRL IO Th O ap i diMEGR i geBENS
for nodifying sard imge to a three-di mensional image;
appdingtidnpr  mani pul ati ng said i mage i nto preconfigured
positions;. and .10 means_ fof intar i (Sopr
P om B de itu T Pedeionse ety PR PEIBUET Rl Fation; and
one OedRIfBr RMVATIINgONAR] feSfons@iokarkiisent ed character to
perform 78. The apparatus of claim77, wherein said
means for rendering further conprises: neans for

trodycin al d i . 1 hE i ' .
Lot it B8 R0, LAyl gesdmmslaaat apapshen
PR el Buterh@n@i telytosatladyi. ng a program of instructions
execut abl e by the machine to performa nethod for
i nstant nmessaging on a conputer system the nethod

Lacl uding: r L] N hnstant : icati
Ut ait Y AR ST, B v E ha RS R0 Rlliblnce apolication
pruvitt edb cbatiiag espabiiies tedabdluset.t h sai d sender; and
delivering said content to a user through said

ani mat ed character.

73.  The apparatus of claim 64, further including:

means for receiving a message from said user indicating that the user wishes for
all messages to be forwarded to a device utilizing the Short Message Service (SMS) or
Multimedia Message (MMS) format; .

means for retrieving an identification of said device from a database;\

means for formatting a message intended for said user in SMS or MMS; and

means for forwarding said formatted message to a communications gateway

along with said identification.

74.  The apparatus of claim 73, wherein said identification is a cellular phone

numbet.

75.  The apparatus of claim 73, further including:
means for receiving an image from said user;

means for rendering said image as an animated character; and
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80. A program storage device readable by a machi ne,
tangi bl y enbodyi ng a program of instructions

wezx@aetabl e by the machine to perform a net hodP€DAU2003/000393

managi ng an Instant 25 Messaging (IM system the
met hod i ncluding: receiving a request froma user for

-an anipreabeldr sivdngsdiérendsi dmaginessid databasedi ng  an

identification of a sender of an | M nessage to said
user; querying a database with said identification;

reCel YihBgn 5% BRYLRD 76 SaAnAiNGusRs:d ani mat ed _
character from sai d database; and ~ 30 forwarding said

i nf or meeknofor caypping sayl iswgd ani mat ed character to said
user. 34 SUBSTI TUTE SHEET (RULE 26) RO AU

77.  The apparatus of claim 75, wherein said means for rendering comprises:
means for removing extraneous information from said image;
means for modifying said image to a three-dimensional image;
means for manipulating said image into preconfigured positions; and
means for interpolating movements from a base position to a new position for

each of one or more animations for said animated character to perform.

78.  The apparatus of claim 77, wherein said means for rendering further comprises:

means for introducing said image to a three-dimensional geometry engine.

79. A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a program
of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for instant messaging on
a computer system, the method including:

receiving an instant message (IM) containing content from a sender;

displaying an animated character associated with said sender; and

delivering said content to a user through said animated character.

80. A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a program
of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for managing an Instant
Messaging (IM) system, the method including:

receiving a request from a user for an animated character, said request including
an identification of a sender of an IM message to said user;

querying a database with said identification;

receiving information regarding said animated character from said database; and

forwarding said information regarding said animated character to said user.
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