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claim1l for dispensing pills, tablets and capsules. It

3§| NVENTI ON concerns a container in accordance with the

I s known
to provi-de-such._a device as described in German patent speC|f|cat|on

DE- B- 1909932 whi ch devicé incl udes a fixed apertured tray with a cl osable

he conmpartments being | ocated above i ndi vi dual

ray such that by depressing a sel ected conpartnent
the pill contalned therein is pushed outwardly through the ruptured foi
and -t hrough the associated aperture in the tray to energe beneath the tray.
Wien t he devixeCONRTABEER FOR RIHRENGING @ ILLS , nTIMBLEYSo p¥Rc FABSUDES a

THIS INVENTION concderns a container for

dispensing pills, tablets and capsules.

It is known to provide such a device which
includes a tray having a plurality of compartmeﬁts to
contain the pills, tablets and capsules to be taken at
predetermined intervals, the tray being removably
located within a drawer slidable within an outer
container having a partially transparent front face so
that the pills within the compartments may be viewed
without opening the drawer. In the front face there
are a number of sliding shutters which may be withdrawn
selectively and progressivaly for the.discharge of the
contents of individual compartments. Also on the front
face there i1s provided indicia représenting, for

example, the days of the week and periods during each

~day.

On a rear face of the container further
information is visible to identify the patient and the
medicines to be taken together with such further
information as may be required including, for example,
the name of the administering doctor, the dosage and

the number of tablets to be taken in each day.

1 adapted to receive beneath the lid a pre-packed card
11
ﬁﬁF ments each for fantaining a single pill and faced




pi | | "¢an be di'spensed, since the top of the tray is covered by a lid

W t hout apertures:- Containers for dispensing pills tablets and capsul es,
in accordance with the present invention are intended for use by individual
patients it tHayBeep®aplaced ty but nore usually in hospitals and other

establ i shme e dosage of nedicines for patients may be nade
up, say, o a central dispénsary. -2- According to the
present invention as characterised in claiml there is provided an :
alternative to the container

This kind of device may be used by individual
patients within the community but more usually in
hospifals_and other establishm§nt$ where thg dosage of
medicines for patients may be made up, say, once a week

from a central dispensary.

An object of the present invention is to
provide an improved device of this general kind which
is more universally adaptable to different situations,
and which contains a greater amount of information for

use by the dispensing staff and/or by the patient.

According to the present invention there is
provided a container for dispensing pills, tablets and
capsules, comprising a box with a hinged or removable
l1id, a compartmented tray.within the box having a
plurality of rows of compartments to contain the pills
or tablets to be taken at predetermined intervals, the
1id including a plurality of windows each aligned with
‘one or more compartments with fhe lid closed, and a
sheet or film extending across at least some of the
compartments of said tray in sealed contact with at
least some of the upper peripheral edges thereof to
occlude same, said sheet or film being capable of
selective removal or rupturing thus to permit the

contents of one or more compartﬁents to be discharged .



known fromthe prior art cited above. Preferred enbodi nents of the

I nvention are defined in the dependent clains. An-enbodi nent of the

i nvention will now be described, by way of exanple only, with reference to
t he acconpanying drawings in which: Fig. 1 is a plan view of a container
made in accordance with the invention; Fig. 2 is an underneath view, Fig. 3
Is a view of one end; Fig. 4 is a vertical Xross-section taken along |ine
V-1V of Fig. 1; Fig. 5is a cross-sectional viewsimlar to Fig. 4 but

i ncorporating a nodified internal configuration., .
through said windows without opening the 1lid.

Preferably, there are provided shutters to
occlude the windows, which may be opened selectively to
permit access to one or more compartment for the

discharge of the contents.

An embodiment of the invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to

the accompanying drawings in which:-

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a container made in

accordance with the invention;
Fig. 2 is an underneath view;
Fig. 3 is a view of one end;

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section taken

along line IV-IV of Fig. 1;

Fig. & is a cross-sectional view similar to
Fig. 4 but 'incorporating a modified internal

configuration.

A container for dispensing pills, tablets or
capsules, made in accordance with the invéntion

comprises a box 10 having a base, side and front walls



A ‘container . for di spensi ng pills, tablets or capsul es,
made in accordance wth t he I nvention conprises a box 10
having a base, side and front walls -3- through said w ndows

wi t hout opening the lid. Preferably, there are provided shutters to occl ude
the windows, which may be opened selectivgly to permt access to one or
nore conpartnent for the discharge of the contents. An enbodi nent of the

i nvention will now be described, by way of exanple only, with reference to

12 and 13 respectively, and a rear wall l4.

Hingedly attached at 15 to the rear of side
walls 12 is a 1id 16 which when closed covers the
interior of the box. The lid 16 includeé rows of
windows 17 through which the interior of the box is
visible, and in the example shown there are 7 rows
representing the days of the week and each containing 6

separate windows representing 6 periods of each day.

S8lidably located beneath the windows of each
of the 7 rows is a transpareht sliding shuttér 18
supported beneath the underside of the 1lid 16 by shelf
supports 19 (seé Figs. 4 and 5) formed integrally with
the lid. Click stops 20 or similar catch devicés are
provided such that the shutters 18 may be slid open
incrementally to expose one or more of the six windows
in each daily row and to prevent the shutters from

being easily removed entirely from the lid.

As may be seen from the cutaway illust;ation
in Fig 1, the box 10 contains a removable tray 21 which
is formed to provide a plurality of compartments 22
each beneath one of the windows 17 in the 1id when
closed. Two edge regions of the tray 21 include ledges
23 and 24 to which may be adhered printed strips of

paper on which the days of the week and either a series



the’ acconpanying drawi ngs in which:- Fig. 1 is a plan view of a contai ner
made in accordance with the invention; Fig. 2 is an underneath view, Fig. 3
is a view of one end; Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section taken along line
V-1V of Fig. 1; Fig. .5 is a cross-sectional viewsimlar to Fig. 4 but
incorporating a nodified internal configuration. A container for dispensing
pills, tablets or capsules, nade in accer8lance with the invention conprises

a box 10 having a base, side and front walls
of numbers or times of the'day, respecti#ely are
;isible. For this purpose, slots 25 and 26
respectively.ére provided in the 1id 16 so that when it

is closed the printed material is visible through the

slots.

Referring now to Figs. 2 and 3, a card 27 is
placed in the bottom of the box 10 beneath the tray 21
and contains printed material which is visible through
one or more cut-outs or windows 28 in the bottom of the
box. The printed'material may provide information, for
example, as to the patient's name, his doctor and the
medicines, dosages and times appropriate to that
patient. The card 27 is loosely located in a recessed
portion of the bottom-of the box and may be readily
replaced by first removing the tray 21, but it is
otherwise held captive therein by the tray. Therefore,

by turning the box over the printed material may be

easily read.

In one end wall 12 of the box there is
provided a fﬁrther window 29 and a slot 30 (see Fig. 4)
to contain a further label on which the patient's
details may be printed and perhaps containing a
photograph of the patient as illustraﬁed at 31 so that
basic information concerning the patient may be viewed
from the side of the container when a number of such

containers are stacked together.



- 4°< 12 and 13 respectively, and a rear wall 14. Hingedly attached at 15
to the rear of side walls 12 is a lid 16 which when cl osed covers the
interior of the box. The lid 16 includes rows of w ndows 17 through which
the interior of the box is visible, and in the exanple shown there are 7
rows representing the days of the week and each containing 6 separate

wi ndows representing 6 periods of each day.” Slidably | ocated beneath the

wi ndows of each of the 7 rows is a transparent sliding shutter 18 supported
beneath the underside of the lid 16 by shelf

Slots 25 and 26 may be ciosed by replaceable
plugs 32 (see Fig. 3) so ﬁhat the information otherwise
visible beneath the slots may be interchangeable. In
this way, alternative information may be provided
without changing the information printed on the sides
of the tray 21. For example, information in different
languages or in braille may be provided on the device

for specialised use.

A catch 33 is provided at the front of the
box whereby the lid may be normally reEained in the
closed position but it will be seen that when the 1lid
is opened, the tray 21 may be filled without the tray
being removed from the box containing the patient's
details. This avoids the likelihood of incorrect

medicines being dispensed to patients.

As will be seen from Figs. 1 and 4, a thin
acetate sheet or f£ilm 35 may be placed in sealed
contact with the upper edges of ﬁhe tray 21. The sheet
35 may be sealed'only around the outer peripheral edges
of the tray or alternatively also around the top edges
of each compartment, by the application of an adhesive
as indicated by dotted lines 36 applied either to the
top of the tray or to the sheet, or both, before the

sheet is applied. The sheet is applied after the tray



supports 19 (see Figs. 4 and 5) fornmed integrally with the lid. Cick stops
20 or simlar catch devices are provided such that the shutters 18 nay be
slid open increnentally to expose ane or nore of the six w ndows in each
daily row and to prevent the shutters from being easily renoved entirely
fromthe lid. As may be seen fromthe cutaway illustration in Fig 1, the
box 10 contains a renovable tray 21 which is formed to provide a plurality
of conpartnents 22 each beneath one of the windows 17 in the |id when

cl osed. Two edge regions of the tray 21 igclude | edges 23 and 24 to which

may be adhered printed strips of paper on‘which the days of the week and
either a series '

is filled.

The sheet 35 may be translucent or
transparent and may be of such material as to be
capable of being punctured selectively to permit the
contents of one or more compartments to be discharged
through the windows 17. Zone perforation 37 of the

. sheet 35 along one or more edges of the compartments 22
is preferable to assist opening in this way.. The
perforation 37 may alternatively be over the central

regions of the compartments.

In some cases, the need-for the sliding
shutters 18 will be avoided by the use of such a sheet
or £film. In practice, the sheet or film 35 may be

v applied with the tray 21 in situ or before insertion

into the box.

Again, in some cases the sheet or £ilm 35 may
be reusable indefinitely or until the adhesive strips
36 become ineffective. 1In this case, dispensing of the
contents would be not be puncturing but by peeling back
the sheet 35, perhaps at the start of a week in which
case the shutters 18 would be required to occlude the

compartments'zz until the contents of each compartment

B are required. I THIS SHEET HAS BEEN
e REPLACED

This Sheet Has Be

MM e e weon o



- 5-.of nunbers or tinmes of the day, respectively are visible.
pur pose, slots

that when it

box 10 beneath the tray 21 and contains printed materi al

For
25 and 26 respectively are provided in the lid 16 so

this

is closed the printed nmaterial is visible through the slots.
Referring nowto Figs. 2 and 3, a card 27 is placed in the bottom of

t hrough one or nore cut-outs or w ndows™ Tn the bottom of the box.

printed material may provide information, for exanple, as to the patient's
nanme, his doctor and the

entire tray 21 may be withdrawn from the box for
cleansing or replacement, and so the card 27 may be

replaced or updated after removai of the tray.

The other card may be removed from slot 29 in
the side wall 12 of the box once the lid is hinged

open.

The box and 1lid are preferably made from a
rigid plastics matefial and the shutters 18 from a
transparent plastics material, whilst the tray 21 is
preferably vacuum formed from a semi-rigid lightwéight
plastics so as to be inexpensively replaceable when
worn or broken. The cards carrying patient information
ﬁay be of paper and thus replaceable when amendment is
required, or alternatively of a so-called wipe-clean
plastics which may be written upon using an indelible

pen.

Referring now to Fig. 5, in a modified form,
the box may contain two (or more) trays 22 stacked in
superimposed relationship, each filled with pills or
tablets, and each sealed with a separate sheet or film
35. For this purpose the box may be made deeper, or
the trays shallower. With this modification, two or
more weeks' supply of medication can be stored in the

container, and when each uppermast tray becomes empty

t he

which is visible

The



medi ci nes, dosages and tines appropriate to that patient. The card 27 is

| oosely located in a recessed portion of the bottom of the box and may be
readily replaced by first renmoving the tray 21, but it is otherw se held
captive therein by the tray. Therefore, by turning the box over the printed
material may be easily read. In one end wall 12 of the box there is
provided a further wi ndow 29 and a slot 30 (see Fig. 4) to contain a
further | abel on which the patient's detd Is may be printed and perhaps
contai nirng a photograph of the patient as illustrated at 31 so that basic

cont ai ner whekCaoRBe: Pr PBERE bt "Bte Hottdi Tr IR 0o of The

It is not intended to limit the invention to
the above example only. For example, shutters 18 may
be other than transparent, the numbers and sizes of the
windows in the 1lid and the compartments in the tray may
be different from those illustrated and described, and
the patient information to be provided on the underside
of the container may be written in indelible ink on a

panel of wipe-clean material.

The "tray 21 may be in the form of
compartmental walls formed, perhaps integrally, within

the box.

The plugs 32 which are interchangeable to
provide different informaﬁion may be colour-coded for

identification.

The 1lid 16 may be slidable or fully removable
with respect to the box to expose the compartments of
the tray, provided that the tray need not be removed
from that part of the box or lid containing the patient

information.



contai.ners .are stacked toget her. -6- Slots 25 and 26 may be cl osed by
repl aceabl e plugs 32 (see Fig. 3) so that the information otherw se visible
beneath the slots nay be interchangeable. In this way, alternative

i nformati on may be provided w thout changing the information printed on the
sides of the tray 21. For exanple, inforpejpon in different |anguages or in
braille may be provided on the device for specialized use. A catch 33 is
provi ded at the front of the

CLAIMS

*

1. A container for dispensing pilis, tablets and
~dapsules, comprising a box with a hinged or removable
lid, a compartmented tray within the box having é
plurality of rows of compartments to contain the pills
or tablets to be taken at predetermined intervals, the
1id including a plurality of windows each aligned with
one or more compartments with the 1id closed, and a
sheet or f£ilm extending across at least some of the
compartments.  of said tray in sealed contact with at
least some of the upper peripheral edges thereof to
occlude same, said sheet or film being capable of
selective removal or rupturing thus to permit the
contents of one or more compartments to be discharged

through said windows without opening the ligd.

2. A container according to Claim 1, including
shutters to occlude the windows, which may be opened
selectively to permit'access to one or more of said

compartments for the discharge of the contents.

3. A container according to Claim 1 or Claim 2,
wherein said compartmented tray is removable from the
box with the lid open, and wherein said sheet or film
extends across all of the compartments in the tray and

is in sealed contact with the upper perlpheral edges of

T . TT?fiiiITIFiilﬁiIi i



box' whereby the lid may be normally retained ih the closed position but it
will be seen that when the lid is opened, the tray 21 may be filled w thout
the tray being renoved fromthe box containing the patient's details. This
avoi ds..the I-i-keti Hood of incorrect medicines being dispensed to patients.

As will be seen fromFigs. 1 and 4, a thin acetate sheet or .film35 may be
pl aceg,;d dhect Bl Beeh Rep edct with the upper edges of the tray 21. The sheet 35

may be ound the outer peripheral edges of the tray or

alter nimw“‘\ ound the top edges of1ﬁach conmpartment, by the
applic an adhesive as indicated by dotted lines 36 applied either
to the top of the tray or to the sheet, or both, before the

the compartments.

4. A container according to any preceding claim,
wherein said sheet or film is perforatgd in'zon§§ such-
as to provide selective access separately to each one

of said compartments.

5. A container according to Claim 2, wherein
each said shutter is disposed slidably with respect to
one row of windows in the lid and includes a catch
device whereby the shutter may be slid open
incrementally to expose one or more of the windows in

said row.

6. A container according to Claim 2, wherein

said shutters are transparent.

7. A container according to any preceding claim,
Qherein said sheet or film is of a thin transparent
acetate material such that it may be removably attached
to said tray by a previously applied adhesive along the

upper compartmental edges and the peripheral edges of
e 111117111011

8. A container according to any preceding claim,
wherein said tray is formed from a semi-rigid

lightweight plastics which may be removed from the



sheet .is applied. The sheet is applied after the tray - 7 - is filled.
The sheet 35 may be translucent or transparent and may be of such materi al
as to be capabl e of being punctured selectively to permt the contents of
one or nore conpartnents to be discharged through the wi ndows 17. Zone
perforation 37 of the sheet 35 al ong one or nore edges of the conpartnents
22 is preferable to assist opening in this way. The perforation 37 may
alternatively be over the centra

- 12 -

container when the lid is opened.

9. A container according to any preceding claim
including at least two removable compartmented trays
‘+‘located in superimposed relationship within the box, at
1ea$t the or each tray beneath the upper one having

said sheet oxr film extending across the compartments.

Iy



regi-ons of the conpartnents. In sone cases, the need for the sliding
shutters 18 will be avoided by the use of such a sheet or film In
practice, the sheet or film35 nmay be applied with the tray 21 in situ or

- before insertion into the box. Again, in sone cases the sheet or film 35
may be reusable indefinitely or until the adhesive strips 36 becone

I neffective. In this case, dispensing of the contents would be not be
puncturing but by peeling back the sheet 35, perhaps at the start of a week
in which case the shutters 18 would be required to occlude the conpartnents
22 until the contents of each conpartnent are required. '

ABSTRACT

vomess e SCONTATNER FOR DISPENSING PILLS, TABLRTS AND CAPSULES

A container for dispensing pills, ﬁablets and
capsules, comprising a box (10) with a hinged 1id (16),
at least one compartmentéd tray (21) within the box and
having a plurality of rows of compartments (22) to
contain the pills or tablets to be taken at
predetermined intervals, the lid including parallel
rows of windows (17) each aligned with a compartment
(22) with the 1lid closed, and a sheet of acetate film
(35) extending across the tray (21) in sealed contact
with the upper edges thereof, the sheet (35) being
perforated (at 37) over each compartment (22) to enable
the gontents of the compartments to be selectively
discharged through the windows (17) without opening the
lid (16}. Preferably, also, sliding transparent .
shutters (18) occlude the windows (17) until opened to

permit access therethrough.

This Spe,
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When required,. with the lid hinged open, the entire tray 21 may be

w thdrawn fromthe box for cleansing or replacenent, and so the card 27 nmay
be replaced or updated after renoval of the tray. The other card may be
renoved fromslot 29 in the side wall 12 of the box once the Iid is hinged
open. The box and Iid are preferably made froma rigid plastics materi al
and the shutters 18 froma transparent plastics material, whilst the tray
21 is preferably vacuum forned froma sem -rigid |ightweight
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plasti-cs so as to be inexpensively replaceable when worn or broken. The
cards carrying patient information may be of paper and thus repl aceabl e
when anendnent is required, or alternatively of a so-called w pe-clean

pl astics which may be witten upon using an indelible pen. Referring nowto
Fig. 5 in anodified form the box may contain two (or nore) trays 22
stacked in superinposed relationship, each filled with pills or tablets,
and each sealed with a separate sheetég&éfiln135. For this purpose the box

may be nade deeper, or the trays shal r. Wth this nodificatiQp, two or
nore weeks: pl y of nedication can be stored in the container{z; d when
each upq{@a & PRt %m;:mmm yr—"%,.% ...f

R & L

C

A el a——

FIG2

T

»

27 =




. el -

-9- it should be placed at the bottomof the stack. It is not intended to
limt the invention to the above exanple only. For exanple, shutters 18 nmay
be other than transparent, the nunbers and sizes of the windows in the lid
and the conpartnents in the tray may be different fromthose illustrated
and described, and the patient information to be provided on the underside
of the container may be witten in indelible ink on a panel of w pe-clean
material. The tray 21  may be injgybk form of
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conpartnental walls formed, perhaps integrally, within the box.
32 =which are interchangeable to provide different infor, ' )
col our-coded for identification. The lid 16 may be slidﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬂnﬁ-h”y e
renovable with respect to the box to expose the conpartprefits of the tray,
provided that the tray need not be renoved fromthat palt|of sihgrtgd or. lid
containing the patient information. -~ T0--

The plugs
P 4 /’ .

[

‘i
is filled. q

The sheet 35 may be translucent or
transparent and may be of such material as to be
capable of being punctured seiectively to permit the
contents of one or more compartments to be discharged
through the windows 17. Zone perforation 37 of the
sheet 35 along one or more edges of the compartments 22
is preferable to assist opening in this way. The
perforation 37 may alternatively be over the central

regions of the compartments.

In some cases, the need for the sliding
shutters 18 will be avoided by the use of such a sheet
or £ilm. In practice, the sheet or £ilm 35 may be

applied with the tray 21 in situ or before insertion

into the box.

Again, in some cases the sheet or f£ilm 35 may
be reusable indefinitely or until the adhesive strips
36 become ineffective. 1In this case, dispensing of the
contents would be not be puncturing but by peeling back
the sheet 35, perhaps et the start of a week in which
case the shutters 18 would be required to occlude the

compartments 22 until the contents of each compartment

are required.

When required, with the 1id hinged open, the



Cl ai ns l.g

P container for dispensing pills, tablets and capsules

conpr|5|ng a box (10) with a hinged or renovabl e Igg a‘%p mx-gef i ni ng
a plurality of windows (17) though which the cont g ﬁﬁﬁé@ Ased
selectively with the lid closed, a tray (21) renovally Iocated I n Qe box
(10) beneath the lid (16) and having a glurallty f jcaQpaAERi s

aligned with said windows (17) and a shéat-or f|In1(35) capable'o1 5

sel ective renoval or rupturing to permt di spensi ng ‘'of—the—content st hr ough
t he wi ndows wi t hout opening the Ilo!E %he ?heet or film (35) extendi hg

across the upper edges of at |east
I n seal ed contact therewith to occlude said conpartnents,

tray (21)

the conpartnents (22) in the

such

that by selective rupturing of the sheet or film (35) the contents of

i ndi vi dual

A CONTAINER FOR DISPENSING PILLS, TABLETS AND CAPSULES

A container for dispensing pills, fablets and
capsules, comprising a box (10) with a hinged lid (16),
at least one compartmented tray (21) within the box and
having a plurality oflrows of compartments (22) to
contain the pills or tablets.to be taken at
predetermined intervals, the 1lid including parallel
rows of windows (17) each aligned with a compartment
(22) with the 1lid closed, and a sheet of acetate film
(35) extending across the tray (21) in sealed contact
with the uppér edges thereof, the sheet (35) being

perforated (at 37) over each compartment (22) to enable

" the contents of the compartments'to be selecfively

discharged through the windows (17) without opening the
lid (16). Preferably, also, sliding transparent
shutters (18) occlude the windows (17) until opened to
permit access therethrough.

(Figure 1)



conpartments (22) may be di spensed sel ectively through the associ ated
aligned windows (17), characterised in that the windows (17) are provided
inthe lid (16). 2. A cont'ai ner according to Claim1, characterised in
that it includes shutters (18) to occlude the wi ndows, which shutters may
be opened selectively to permt access to one or nore of said
conpartnents (22) for the discharge of the contents. 3. A cont ai ner
according to Claiml or Claim. 2, wheh®im the sheet or film (35) extends
across all of the conpartnents (22) in the tray (21) and is in seal ed
contact with the upper peripheral edges of the conpartnents.

Claims

1. A container for dispensing pills, tablets and capsules,
comprising a box (10) with a hinged or removable 1lid (16), the
box defining a plurality of windows (17) though which the
contents may be dispensed selectively‘with the 1lid closed, a
tray (21) removably located in the box (10) beneath the 1lid
(16) and having a plurality of compartments (22) aligned with
said windows (17) and a sheet or film (35) capable of selective
removal or rupturing to permit dispensing of the contents
through the windows without opening the 1lid, the sheet or film
(35) extending across the upper edges of at least some of the
compartmenfs (22) in the tray (21) in sealed contact therewith
to occlude said compartments, such that by selective rupturing
of the sheet or film (35) the contents of individual
compartments (22) may be dispensed selectively through the
associated aligned windows (17), characterised in that the

windows (17) are provided in the 1lid (16).

2. A container according to Claim 1, characterised in that
it includes shutters (18) to occlude the windows, which
shutters may be opened selectively to permit access to
one or more of said compartments (22) for the discharge of the

contents.

3. A container according to Claim 1 or Claim.2, wherein the
sheet or film (35) extends across all of the compartments (22)

in the tray (21) and is in sealed contact with the upper

ripheral edges of the compartments. o
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4. . A container according to any preceding claim wherein said sheet or
film(35) is perforated in zones (37) such as to provide sel ective access
separately to each one of said conmpartnents. 5. A contai ner according to
Claim 2, characterised in that each said shutter (18) is disposed slidably
with respect to one row of windows (17) in the lid (16) and includes a
catch device (20) whereby the shutter may be slid open increnentally to
expose one or nore of the w ndows in'%éy%'Tomn 6. A cont ai ner accordi ng
to Claim?2, characterised in that said shutters (18) are transparent. 7.

A contai ner accordi ng to any precedi ng claim characterised in
t hat sai d sheefA arorftidimg35)acgsopfiingt honany preceding claim, wherein

said sheet or film (35) is perforated in zones (37) such as to
provide selective access separately to each one of said

compartments.

5. A container according to Claim 2, characterised in that
each said shutter (18) is disposed slidably with respect to
one row of windows (17) in the 1lid (16) and includes a catch
device (20) whereby the shutter may be slid open incrementally

o to expose one or more of the windows in said row.

6. A container according to Claim 2, characterised in that

said shutters (18) are transparent.

7. A container according to any preceding claim,
charaéterised in that said sheet or film (35) is of a thin
transparent acetate material such that it may be removably
attached to said tray (21) by a previously applied adhesive
along the upper compartmental edges (36) and the peripheral
edges of the tray. |

8. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein
said tray (21) 1is formed from a semi-rigid lightweight

plastics.

9. A  container according to any preceding claim,
characterised in that it includes at 1least two removable
compartmented trays (21) located in superimposed relationship
within the box (12), at 1least the or each is tray (21)

beneath the upper one having said sheet or film (35)

extending across the compartments.
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transparent acetate material such that it may be renovably attached to
said tray (21) by a previously applied adhesive al ong the upper

conpart ment al edges (36)" and the peripheral edges of the tray. 8. A
container according to any preceding claim wherein said tray (21) is
formed froma seni-rigid |ightweight plastics. 9. A container

accor di ng to any pr ecedi ng claim characterised in that it includes
at | east two renovabl e conpartnented'tﬂays (21) located in superinposed
relationship within the box (12), at least the or each is tray (21)
beneath the upper one having said sheet or film (35) extending

across the gonpartnents.
Description

THIS INVENTION concerns a container in accordance with the

preamble of claim 1 for dispensing pills, tablets and capsules.

It is known to provide such a device as described in German
patent specification DE-B-1909932 which device includes a fixed
apertured tray with a closable 1id, the device being adapted to
receive beneath the 1lid a pre-packed card having individual
compartments each for containing a single pill and faced with
a sheet Sf foil, the compartments being 1located above
individual circular holes in the tray such that by depressing
a selected compartment the pill contained therein is pushed
outwardly through the ruptured foil and through the associated
aperture in the tray to emerge beneath the tray. When the
device is used as intended, the lid must be opened before a
pill can be dispensed, since the top of the tray is covered by

a lid without apertures.

Containers for dispensing pills tablets and capsules, in
accordance with the present invention_are intended for use by
individual patients within the community but more usually in
hospitals and other establishments where the dosage of

medicines for patients may be made up, say, once a week from a

central dispensary. REPLACEMENT SHEET
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- 12 - container when the lid is opened. 9. A contai ner according to
any preceding claimincluding at | east two renovabl e conpartnented trays

| ocated in superinposed 'rel ationship within the box, at |east the or each
tray beneath the upper one having said sheet or filmextending across the
conpart ments.

-2 -
According to the present invention as characterised in
claim 1 there is provided an alternative to the container

known from the prior art cited above.

Preferred embodiments of the invention are defined in the

dependent claims.

An embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way
of example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in

which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a container made in accordance with

the invention;
Fig. 2 is an underneath view;
Fig. 3 is a view of one end;

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section taken along line IV-IV

of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view similar to Fig. 4 but

incorporating a modified internal configuration.

A container for dispensing pills, tablets or
capsules, made in accordance with the invention

comprises a box 10 having a base, side and front walls
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