
A sand control screen assembly (40) is operably positionable within a
wellbore (48). The sand control screen assembly (40) includes a base pipe
(42) having at least one opening (60) and an internal flow path (44). A
swellable material layer (46) is disposed exteriorly of the base pipe (42).
A fluid collection subassembly (50) is disposed exteriorly of the swellable
material layer (46). The fluid collection subassembly (50) is in fluid
communication with the internal flow path (44). A filter medium (62) is
operably associated with the sand control screen assembly (40) and is
disposed in a fluid path between the exterior of the sand control screen
assembly (40) and the internal flow path (44). In response to contact with
an activating fluid, radial expansion of the swellable material layer (46)
causes at least a portion of the fluid collection subassembly (50) to
contact the wellbore (48). 


