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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a comprehensive front-end method and system for automatically generating and
processing photomask orders. This method and system includes two separate, but related software components. The first software
component of the present invention is used to generate a photomask order in a specified format. The second software component of
the present invention processes at least a portion of the photomask order (which was generated using the first software component)
into a substantially ready-to-write jobdeck file and/or a substantially ready-to-write inspection file, which in turn is transferred to
a remote photomask manufacturer’s system to manufacture a photomask. These software components can be installed as separate
programs on a computer system or operate as a single software package performing multiple functions.



