ABSTRACT  An encoding controlling apparatus is

di scl osed which includes: offset hol ding neans for

hol ding an offset equivalent to a time period by

which to start encoding an audio signal earlier than. "
a video signal upon recording of a chapter; recording
node determ ning neans for determ ning whether a

- seamnl ess connéction is possible between the preceding
chapter and the followi ng chapter in order to set an
initial value of the offset depending on an outcone

of the determ nation; offs&gS ing neans for
updating the offset in keeping with progress in
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recording controlling nmeans for giving an_ instruction
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sigggl and the audi o signal in accordance with the

of PL&Fet FHE TR itPe2apiie dtaud ookt bhschhee eifeddi ng
process.in keeping with the offset between the audio
an§RGPaEdY & gl staeprbSREHdMeFhAg Sedhfiessignal upon
connecti on between chapters w thout incurring
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for determining whether a seamless connection is possible
between the preceding chapter and the following chapter
in order to set an initial value of the offset depending
‘on an outcome of the determination; offset updating means
for updating the offset in keeping with progress in
encoding the wvideo signal and the audio signal; and
recording controlling means for giving an instruction
either to start or to stop the encoding of the video
signal and the audio signal in accordance with the offset.
The invéntive apparatus controls the encoding process in
keeping with the offset between the audio and video

" signals, thereby achieving seamless connection between
chapters without incurring discrepancies between the

video and audio signals.
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