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Audlo or V|deo information is stored as data files in clusters or bl ocks ‘of -
sectors on a magnetic disc. The data files:are transferred fromthe di sc.
drive to one or nore buffers for respective data stream ng applications.
Optimal buffer size is calcul ated using opgati onal paraneters such as
transfer rates and rotational | atenci-es. sectors are grouped.in bl ocks
having a size equi val ent to .or sllghtly | arger than, the size of an

associ at ed gost buig SINE® W B! E(F’meBYQC%RIVES
fragmentati on of the data used In gg% ufer% and thereby mnim ze
the tine required to fill the buffer fromthe disc drive. :

Abstract of the Disclosure

Audio or video iﬁformation-is-stm_'ed as data files in clusters or

10  blocks of sectors on a magnetic disc. The data files are transferred from the
disc drive to one or more buffers for respective data streaming
applications, Optimal buffer size is calculated using operational parameters

- such as transfer rates and rotational latencies. The sectors are grouped in

blocks having a size equivalent to, or slightly larger than, the size of an

15  associated host buffer for the respective application to avoid fragmentation
of the data used in each buffer fill, and thereby minimize the time required
to fill the buffer from the disc drive.
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