
Title: STANDARD CONFIGURABLE UNIVERSAL SERIAL BUS
(USB) DEVICE IDENTIFIER     



Abstract: The present invention provides a USB
peripheral device belonging to a model line of
identical peripheral devices.  The peripheral device
includes a USB interface enabling connection of the
peripheral device to a USB port of a host device. The
peripheral device also includes a memory for storing a
USB device identifier. The USB device identifier
comprises a standard USB  device identifier that is
the same for all the peripheral devices of the model
line. The standard USB device identifier identifies
each peripheral device in the model line to the host
device as identical devices, thereby preventing device
driver reinstallation and  communication port
reassignment when swapping one peripheral device for
another peripheral device from the same model line.
This enables identical peripheral devices to be
"hot-swappable" such that they can be interchanged on
the host device, even when  the host device is powered
up and running. Corresponding methods are also
provided.   


