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FIG. 2 

(57) Abstract: A hollow cathode lamp is described with an end cap, an anode, and a cathode. A data storage device is part of the end 
cap and communicates data to and from a computing device. The data communicated with the computing device may include identi -
fication information and usage information corresponding to the hollow cathode lamp. Additionally, a method is described that in­
cludes activating a power supply to a hollow cathode lamp and communicating data with a memory device located in the hollow 
cathode lamp. The data communicated with the memory device includes usage information about an amount of time the hollow cath­
ode lamp has been in use. 


