
THERMAL TRANSFER PRINTER       A  thermal transfer printer in which the
number of  parts is reduced and in which the ribbon cassette can be
transferred in a stable manner includes:       a platen arranged in a
printing column direction;       a carriage arranged so as to be capable of
reciprocating along the platen;       a ribbon, cassette accommodating an
ink ribbon in a case  main body;       a cassette platform mounted on the
carriage and  equipped with an engagement portion to be engaged with the
ribbon cassette;       a cassette holder arranged at a position opposite to
the cassette platform and having a plurality of cassette  holding portions
each engaged with the ribbon cassette; 



a driving mechanism for causing the cassette holder and  the cassette
platform to be brought into contact with and  separated from each other;
a cassette transfer mechanism which makes it possible  for the ribbon
cassette to be transferred between the  cassette platform and the cassette
holding portion by  driving the driving mechanism to cause the cassette
holder  and the cassette platform to be brought into contact with  and
separated from each other; and                       movable members and
stationary members for engaging the  ribbon cassette which are arranged on
the cassette platform  and the cassette holding portion. (Figure 1)    


