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(57) Abstract: A waste stream having anaerobically biodegradable components is fed to an anaerobic reactor where the compo-
nents react with microorganisms to biodegrade the components and produce biomass and biogas. Mixing occurs in select portions
of the anaerobic reactor, particularly the bottom and top portions of the reactor. Relatively heavy solids settle to the bottom and
are mixed with the mixed liquor while relatively light or fine solids tloat to the top portion of the anaerobic reactor where they are
mixed with the mixed liquor. This leaves an intermediate or middle portion of the anaerobic reactor where the concentration of
solids is relatively lower compared to the concentration of solids in the upper or lower portion of the anaerobic reactor.



