PATTERN CARPET TILES AND METHODS OF MAKING AND USING SAME BACKGROUND OF
THE INVENTION [0001]The invention relates in general to pattern carpet tile. More particularly, the
invention relates to pattern carpet tiles that cooperatively define a floor covering in which a contrast
pattern of a given carpet tile achieves a desired visual appearance relative to contrast patterns of
adjacent carpet tiles. FIELD OF THE INVENTION [0002]Conventional carpet tile has historically been
a product that sought to mimic the appearance of broadloom carpet and to hide or at least
de-emphasize the fact that the product was modular. Carpet tile and other textile face modular flooring
conventionally has been highly uniform in size, shape and appearance and has had edge structures
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recent carpet ti ave prowde carpet tiles that can be positioned at any -
rotational position relative to adjacent tiles without disrupting the overall pattern of the floor covering.

Thus, for these floor coverings, W@ﬁ@%@@@ﬂ\pﬂﬁml@f each respective tile, the same

overall visual effect is achieved.
[0001] The invention relates in general to pattern carpet tile. More particularly,
the invention relates fo pattern carpet tiles that cooperatively define a floor covering
in which a contrast pattern of a given carpet tile achieves a desired visual

appearance relative to contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles.
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Conventional carpet tile has historically been a product that sought to
mimic the appearance of broadioom carpet and to hide or at least de-emphasize the
fact that the product was modular, Carpet tile and other textile face modular flooring
conventionally has been highly uniform in size, shape, and appearance and has had
edge structures that present a uniform floor covering when edges of adjacent tiles

are abutting.

[0003] Some more recent carpet tile designs and patierns have provided carpet
tiles that can be positioned at any rotational position relative to adjacent tiles without
disrupting the overall pattern of the floor covering. Thus, for these floor coverings,
regardless of the rotational position of each respective tile, the same overall visual

effect is achieved.

[0004] There is a need for moduiar floor designs that are not restricted o a
single, consistent overall appearance. Consequently, there remains a need for
modular flooring tiles that cooperate to produce distinct visual effects within a floor
covering, thereby varying the overall appearance and visual effect of the floor

covering depending upon the particular rotational positions of the tile.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention is generally directed to carpet tiles having first and
second end edges and first and second side edges. The distance between the first

and second side edges of each carpet tile correspond o a width of the carpet tile.



[0004]There is a need for modular floor designs that are not restricted to a single, consistent overall
appearance. Consequently, there remains a need for modular flooring tiles that cooperate to produce
distinct visual effects within a floor covering, thereby varying the overall appearance and visual effect
of the floor covering depending upon the particular rotational positions of the tile. SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION [0005]The present invention is generally directed to carpet tiles having first and second
end edges and first and second side edges. The distance between the first and second side edges of
each carpet tile correspond to a width of the carpet tile. Each carpet tile includes a first portion having
a background pattern of at least two colors. Each carpet tile further includes a second portion having a

contrast pattern intermixed with a partion of the background pattern. The contrast pattern has at least
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longitudinal and cross-web bands or regions of the formed carpet web. By utilizing

these bands or regions to define what will become “design” or “contrast” carpet tile

areas (which have the more prominent design elements), and by producing webs

with relatively uniform appearance in the bands or regions outside the “design” or

“contrast” carpet tile areas, it is possible to produce attractive carpet tiles with

prominent, generally edge oriented design elements and to produce visually

attractive installations of such carpet tiles that differ significantly in appearance from

prior instailations of carpet tile. In one aspect, while such installations can have

visually prominent modularity in that there is a one-io-one correspondence between

visually prominent design elements and the carpet tiles, the appearance of the

installation can mimic a broadioom carpet or an area rug having relatively large

scale. Such an atiractive installation is particularly possible utilizing, together with

the carpet tiles of this invention, "plain” tiles, the entire surfaces of which are a

background design such as the design that appears in the frame bands in

"background" or "field" or regions of tiles having other design elements.



[0007]Because the "design" or "contrast” carpet tile areas is positioned at and extends inwardly from
an edge of the carpet tile, it is contemplated that cuts on similar tiles do not necessarily have to formed
such that the "design" or "contrast" carpet tile areas on the respective tiles can vary from tile to tile. In
some aspects, at least some of the design elements area on otherwise like tiles can vary, and in an
installation of such tiles some tiles might appear to have misplaced design carpet tile areas. It is
contemplated that an assembly of such tiles with design" or "contrast" carpet tile areas positioned at
and extends inwardly from an edge of the carpet tile can appear to a viewer to be intentional and
attractive. In some aspects, such intentional, attractive variation of tile appearance can also be

achieved by using design elements having different sizes, shapes or other features of appearance
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carpet tile areas positioned at and exiends inwardly from an edge of the carpet file

can appear to a viewer to be intentional and attractive. In some aspects, such

intentional, attractive variation of file appearance can also be achieved by using

design elements having different sizes, shapes or other features of appearance

within the “design” or “contrast’ carpet tile areas as well as differing off-edge

positioning.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a
part of this specification, illustrate several aspects described below and together with
the description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. Like numbers

represent the same elements throughout the figures.

[0008S] Figs. 1-3 are top views of exemplary carpet tiles as described herein.
Fig. 1 displays an exemplary carpet tile having an abstract contrast pattern as
described herein. Figs. 2-3 display exemplary carpet tiles having contrast patterns

formed of a plurality of paraliel stripes as described herein.

[00101 Figs. 4A-4C display exemplary siripe configurations for contrast patterns
thereon various exemplary carpet tiles as described herein.

foo11] Figs. 5A-bD display exemplary rotational configurations for the carpet

tiles as described herein.



tiles as described herein [0012]Figs. 6A-6B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
‘configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering configuration.
[0013]Figs. 7A-7B respectively display an exemplary floor covering configuration and a corresponding
installation key for the displayed floor covering configuration. [0014]Figs. 8A-8B respectively display an
exemplary floor covering configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor
covering configuration. [0015]Figs. 9A-9B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering configuration.

[0012] Figs. 6A-6B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering

configuration.

[0013] Figs. 7A-7B respectively display an exempilary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed fioor covering
configuration.

{0014} Figs. BA-8B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering

configuration.

[0015] Figs. 9A-9B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering
configuration.

[0016] Figs. 10A-10B respectively display an exemplary floor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering

configuration.

{00171 Figs. 11A-11B respectively display an exemplary fioor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering
configuration.

[0018] Figs. 12A-12B respectively display an exemplary fioor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering

configuration.

[0019] Figs. 13A-13B respectively display an exemplary fioor covering
configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering

configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0020] The present invention can be understood more readily by reference to

the following detailed description, examples, drawing, and claims, and their previous



[0016]Figs. 10A-10B respectively display an exemplary floor covering configuration and a
corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering configuration. [0017]Figs. 11A-11B
respectively display an exemplary floor covering configuration and a corresponding installation key for
the displayed floor covering configuration. [0018]Figs. 12A-12B respectively display an exemplary floor
covering configuration and a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering
configuration. [0019]Figs. 13A-13B respectively display an exemplary floor covering configuration and
a corresponding installation key for the displayed floor covering configuration. DETAILED
DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION [0020]The present invention can be understood more readily by

reference to
and foliowing description. However, before the present devices, systems, and/or

methods are disciosed and described, it is o be undersiood that this invention is not
limited to the specific devices, systems, and/or methods disclosed unless otherwise
specified, as such can, of course, vary. ltis also to be understood that the
terminology used herein is for the purpose 6f describing particular aspects only and
is not intended to be limiting.

[0021] The following description of the invention is provided as an enabling
teaching of the invention in its best, currently known embodiment. To this end,
those skilled in the relevant art will recognize and appreciate that many changes can
be made to the various aspects of the invention described herein, while still
obtaining the beneficial results of the present invention. It will also be apparent that
some of the desired benefits of the present invention can be obtained by selecting
some of the features of the present invention without utilizing other features.
.Accbrdingiy, those who work in the art will recognize that many modifications and
adaptations to the present invention are possible and can even be desirable in
certain circumstances and are a part of the present invention. Thus, the following
description is provided as iliustrative of the principles of the present invention and
not in limitation thereof.

[0022] As used throughout, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the” include plural
referents unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference
to “a tufting needle” can include two or more such tufting needles uniess the coniext

indicates otherwise,

[0023] Ranges can be expressed herein as from "about" one particular value,
and/or to "about" another particular value. When such a range is expressed,
another aspect inciudes from the one pariicular value and/or to the other particular
value. Similarly, when values are expressed as approximations, by use of the
antecedent “about,” it will be understood that the particular value forms another
aspect. It will be further understood that the endpoints of each of the ranges are
significant both in relation to the other endpoint, and independently of the other
endpoint.



the following detailed description, examples, drawing, and claims, and their previous and following
description. However, before the present devices, systems, and/or methods are disclosed and
described, it is to be understood that this invention is not limited to the specific devices, systems,
and/or methods disclosed unless otherwise specified, as such can, of course, vary. It is also to be
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing particular aspects only
and is not intended to be limiting. [0021]The following description of the invention is provided as an
enabling teaching of the invention in its best, currently known embodiment. To this end, those skilled in
the relevant art will recognize and appreciate that many changes can be made to the various aspects
of the invention described higiein,_ while still otp{taiaiérg;ﬁihe beneficial results of the present invention. It
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and comparing the color values of different samples. Three different color

measurements are used to determine the CIELAB color value of a given sampie: 1)

a white-black color measurement; 2} a red-green color measurement; and 3) a

yellow-blue color measurement. The white-black color measurement represents the

amount of white present in the sample relative to the amount of black present in the

sample. The red-green color measurement represents the amount of red present in

the sample relative {o the amount of green present in the sample. The yellow-blue

color measurement represents the amount of yellow present in the sample relative to

the amount of blue present in the sample. CIELAB color scale values can be

obtained using color measurement instruments known in the art, including, for

example, HunterL.ab color measurement instruments.

[0027] As used throughout, the terms "tuft", "tufting”, "tufted”, "tufted-in", and
other verb tenses thereof refer to inserting, pressing, passing, and/or any other
conventiona['process by which yarn is attached or otherwise coupled to the carpet

backing.

{0028] In one aspect, and as shown in Figures 5A-13B, a methodology is
provided for forming a floor covering 10. The floor covering 10 can be formed from a
plurality of carpet tiles 12 as further described herein. In exemplary aspects, the
plurality of carpet tiles 12 can be configured for seleciive positioning relative to one

another to thereby produce a desired visual appearance.



[0024]As used herein, the terms "optional” or "optionally" mean that the subsequently described event
or circumstance may or may not occur, and that the description includes instances where said event or
circumstance occurs and instances where it does not. [0025]As used throughout, the term "carpet tile"
refers to carpet tiles and other conventional textile-face modular flooring tiles. [0026]As used herein,
the definition of the term "color" is referenced in terms of the CIELAB color scale, which was created
by the International Commission on Illumination (CIE). The CIELAB color scale provides a uniform
scale for measuring and comparing the color values of different samples. Three different color
measurements are used to determine the CIELAB color value of a given sample: 1) a white-black color

measurement; 2) a red-green color measurement: and 3) a yellow-blue cqlar measurement. The
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[0027]As used throughout, the terms "tuft”, "tufting”, "tufted", "tufted-in", and other verb tenses thereof
refer to inB8aHsy! §res8ef hasenipelia/de 43 SeEpRANEIRIeIEcH2 88 the warenty#en is attached
or otherwise coupled to the carpet backing. [0028]In one aspect, and as shown in Figures 5A-13B, a
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12 can be configured for selective positioning relative to one another to thereby produce a desired
visual am;@g,tgﬁgg_ated that the carpet tile 12 ¢an be substantially square (having a length 18

and a width 20 that are substantially equal). However, it is contemplated that the
carpet tile 12 can have any desired shape, including a desired conventional shape or
a desired irregular and/or organic shape. In further exemplary aspects, itis
contemplated that the carpet tile 12 can have a tufted face, a woven face, or a
fusion-bonded face that is formed according to conventional methods. inan
additional exemplary aspect, it is contemplated that at ieast a portion of the face of
the carpet tile 12 can be printed using conventional methods.

10031} In another aspect, the carpet tile 12 can comprise a first portion 22
having a background pattern 24 comprising at least two colors. In this aspect, the at
least two colors of the background patiern 24 of the carpet tile 12 can comprise a
maijority color and a minbrity color. In exemplary aspects, the first portion 22 of the
carpet tile 12 can extend the entire length 18 of the carpet tile.

[0032] In an additional aspect, the carpet file 12 can further comprise a second
portion 26 having a contrast pattern 28 intermixed with a portion of the background
pattern 24. In this aspect, as shown in Fig. 1, the second portion 26 can be
positioned proximate a selected side edge 17 of the carpet tile 12. itis
contemplated that at least a portion of the contrast pattern 28 can be spaced from
the selected side edge 17. Alternatively, it is contemplated that at least a portion of
the contrast pattern 28 can extend to the selecied side edge 17. It is further
contemplated that, in exempiary aspects, the majority of the contrast pattern 28 can
be positioned proximate the selected side edge 17. In a further aspect, the contrast



[0029]In one aspect, and as shown in Figure 1, a carpet tile 12 is provided having first and second end
edges 14a, 14b and first and second side edges 16a, 16b. In this aspect, it is contemplated that the
distance between the first and second end edges 14a, 14b of the carpet tile 12 can correspond to a
length 18 of the carpet tile. It is further contemplated that the distance between the first and second
side edges 16a, 16b of the carpet tile 12 can correspond to a width 20 of the carpet tile. [0030]In
exemplary aspects, the carpet tile 12 can be substantially rectangular (having a length 18 and a width
20 that are substantially different). It is also contemplated that the carpet tile 12 can be substantially
square (having a length 18 and a width 20 that are substantially equal). However, it is contemplated
that the carpet tile 12 can have an)édesired shape, includinﬁ%desired conventional shape or a
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background pattern 24. In this aspect, as shown in Fig. 1, the second portion 26 can be positioned
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at least a portion of the contrast pattern 28 can extend to the selected side edge 17. It is further
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However, it is contemplated that the contrast pattern can comprise any combination
of colors and/or shapes, such as, for example and without limitation, squares,
circles, and the like, that achieve a desired visual appearance when positionad in a
selected location within a floor covering. In an exemplary aspect, it is contemplated
that the contrast pattern 28 can be printed on the carpet tile 12 using conventional
methods.

[0033] in another aspect, the second portion 26 of the carpet tile 12 can have a
width 30. In this aspect, it is contemplated that the width 30 of the second portion 26
of the carpet tile 12 can be about 40% or less of the total width 20 of the carpet tile.
However, it is also contemplated that the width 30 of the second portion 26 of the
carpet tile 12 can optionally be about 50% of the total width 20 of the carpet tile, it is
still further contemplated that the width 30 of the second portion 26 of the carpet tile
can optionally be greater than 50% of the total width 20 of the carpet tile. In an
exemplary aspect, it is contemplated that the ratio of the width 20 of the carpet tile
12 to the width 30 of the second portion 26 of the carpet tile can range from about
2.5:1 to about 20:1. However, when the width 30 of the second portion 26 is greater
than 50% of the total width 20 of the carpet tile 12, then it is contemplated that the
first portion of the carpet tile 12 can have a width, and the ratio of the width 20 of the
carpet tile 12 fo the width of the first portion of the carpet tile can range from about



pattern 28 can comprise at least one contrast color that is different than the at least two colors of the
background pattern 24. In this aspect, the contrast pattern 28 can comprise the minority color of the
background pattern 24 and at least one contrast color that is different from the majority color and the
minority color of the background pattern. It is understood that a difference between a first color and a
second color as described herein can exist even though the first color is achieved by one or more
yarns that are also used to achieve the second color, provided the first color and the second color, as
visually perceived by an observer, are visibly different. In an additional aspect, as shown in Figs. 2-3, it
is contemplated that the contrast pattern can comprise a plurality of parallel stripes. In still another
aspect, as shown in Fig. 1, it is contemplated that the contrast pattern 28 can comprise an abstract
pattern. H%\?fé) r?ﬁqgt%%ﬂeﬂBIQf}éﬁnﬁ%ﬁﬁ@emr%?ﬁ&ﬁéﬁ?%m@@%%@ ebiBination of colors
and/or shapesstsich asafoesan e antrithet liBitstios, cspatabe circles, and the like, that achieve
a desired visual appearance when positioned in a selected location within a floor covering. In an
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plurality of yarn tufts usin nventignal tufting methpds. In this aspect, within the cantrast pattern 28,
at least socr%%% e ;bjaer'ﬁ &tuiﬁ;ag}s the ast%?é]légt“%gﬁ %%Pn%e%F &o?@%ffr? ﬁg}\%asa{ ﬁ%ri'&%tofh%F is greater than a
height of aak@dgﬁsmﬁ&aﬁtﬁleoy@wmumwmea@rﬂmiwolbmokmw thasyanetofisafsthe at least one
contrast colg isd e ehateaaias Al IR GRUARHRGEI.A' sk some gl e var ufs

of the at least one contrast color can have athelght that Is su@aml y equal to the of at least

some of tiesyamtiitts off dhe @iiRrr) YR ciopimshral trayAava idebindhalisdsssibasotieast color. It
is still furth@rraniesmpated shad Srithindie coriIastRAGHBIR} IS SRMm ity M iR of the at

least one contrast color can have a height that is less than the height of at least some of the yarn tufts
of the minBHBE AR SRS SAPIufts of the at least one contrast color.

[0036] In various exemplary aspects, as shown in Figure 3, the carpet tile 12
can optionally have a warp axis 40 extending between the first end edge 14a and
the second end edge 14b of the carpet tile and a weft axis 42 extending between the
first side edge 16a and the second side edge 16b of the carpet tile. In these
aspects, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4A-4C, the contrast pattern 28 can comprise a
plurality of substantially parallel stripes 32. 1t is contemplated that each stripe 32 of
the plurality of stripes can have an elongate length 34 extending parailel io the warp
axis 40 of the carpet tile 12 and a width 36 extending paralle! to the weft axis 42 of
the carpet file. If is further contemplated that the elongate length 34 of each stripe



[0036]In various exemplary aspects, as shown in Figure 3, the carpet tile 12 can optionally have a
warp axis 40 extending between the first end edge 14a and the second end edge 14b of the carpet tile
and a weft axis 42 extending between the first side edge 16a and the second side edge 16b of the
carpet tile. In these aspects, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4A-4C, the contrast pattern 28 can comprise a
plurality of substantially parallel stripes 32. It is contemplated that each stripe 32 of the plurality of
stripes can have an elongate length 34 extending parallel to the warp axis 40 of the carpet tile 12 and
a width 36 extending parallel to the weft axis 42 of the carpet tile. It is further contemplated that the
elongate length 34 of each stripe 32 can be greater than the width 36 of each respective stripe of the
plurality of stripes. In an exemplary aspect, at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the plurality of

stripes caspH@ebs sipatahthan Beusdibngiref Rashoiperestive stare Lipaet b idiisebne pair of
adjacent stripes. ohtae BkeRIfLAS stiees sarRAavEha paRsiaRbifyep 98ipaidET . Sill-angther

exemplary aspect, as shown in Fig, 4A, the respective elongate lengths 34 of the plurality of stripes 32
can be rafERRESFAMIMG RS YRHARALY SHHR NI i BRRANSE SXFIPRIANEPREEHAL respective
widths 36igdsherl wiilityf eidsadpas stdpearnbthepideniiyes amoag dhe hhueality istipasyn still another
exemplary aspect, at least. two gdjacent stripes of the plurality of.stripes cap be spaced apart along the
vt axis SOV T Ear ot e TS < T 2 P 1R SE N T Bt SV ot two
adjacent siripgstefi¢hgiphibaity tiespipedityant bistadde e dengrtiewizag axisntDtbé the carpet tile 12
as shown jn Fi 7] - C in Ei e ile 12 can
optional e 4 e T e ecge
16b of thertuatipt alsiaing s Idctarts nderaiianh genedes tlurfidy ohateprp 1as4hd the second end

edge 14b.aldle BBl Btesedtersia, B apRaR RS ornddddify depatashpattom 28

can comprise a plurality of substantially parallel s s 32. It is contemplated that each stripe 32 of the

plurality oPSSRASEEAPARRIONS dsrtaicadndh autserrarigtitales & aniR fiigxidB12!8f the carpet

tile 12 anga yidthetGRxBPRINCERPENCA G WRYBdsISAP Qfite ehtRetdiiRaltycfuthsssontemplated
that the elongate length 34 of each strife 32 can Bflﬂglgater than the width 36 of each respective stripe
I

of the pluFAPBRLARTESSHARNEEmMPIAIN Repéd, BT P5ir 6PIFACHR Bifife 6t the plurality of
stripes can have a substantially equal length. In another exemplary aspect, at least one pair of

adjacent $¥Fs of tH8 BHIRIIRFINEIAPERSESHRalE SONBLBAtIAHFe (AP GRIFEY HIS AR S/other
exemplarysgnedty aswhawnip bigs 40 dhereirpassivecelo fgatpdesiatsdifk diahe mutadity of stripes 32

can be randomized amgn plurality of stripes. In still another, exemp|ary aspect, the respective
Wik 365 SHARGES) Lonpe o R R ARE e 2502 BRSSP SATBEE 1 it another
exemplaryisspeadtedptedshtamndatipeend st et edghet ghurdlityeof strgiddecaim tieespacgekaigart along the

ft axi ti in.Ei " h t, atl tt
ncjacent Se s uR TRIRE S A oI L P SRR SRR S R0 et e 12
as shownsutmsigniiellyooas|iel stnnrss@ptib it arissapataddthelcpiely shipeige of Beiplvredhtemplated
that the C%@Fiﬁé&%%%%%%@db?% fesianed e raly Bcad R designg/gngpts located in

any portion of the "design" or "contrast" carpet tile areas, i.e., the second portion 26. As one will
appreciatéerfawed did wrif 3ovisthatexsndipamialeY b the wWalk exis doiesveRdtherwise like

carpet tileieThs, iingndesignahihatblemef the SrerpibinIHeY JiawsHawseiabonmindhe cutting out

of the respective tiles without causing vtii%lence, however, to the aép@rea_rance of carpet tile 12, in part

because & ELAATHEOGSHER SPtRIRARNFRPRE AP B RTRh 0P AANeR RERESwilhAthe second

portion 26eaeenphirpesessariit lesstited aeopasitosadstipaticallihin mihenwyise dikpearpet tiles 12. In
effect, it iﬁ}(}:ggtemu Iasqggtlth@t t6he s'i%gt q%ff%eggg%te)!etev)\ég%n %thear\évi%%tlilé? iglae§ \(/)vr(])éJIdabeO(T:elebrated in
the assem %y o? e carpe? ﬁesqﬁ. gth. piary aspect, pair

adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes can have a substantially equal width. In
still another exemplary aspect, as shown in Fig. 4A, the respective elongate lengths
34 of the plurality of stripes 32 can be randomized among the plurality of stripes. In
still another exemplary aspect, the respective widths 36 of the plurality of stripes 32
can be randomized among the plurality of stripes. In siill another exemplary aspect,
at least two adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes can be spaced apart along the
weft axis 42 of the carpet tile 12 as shown in Fig. 4B. In yet another exemplary
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[0039]In an additional aspect, it is contemplated that the second portion 26 of the carpet tile and/or the
contrast pattern 28 or design elements within the second portion 26 of the carpet tile 12 can be
produced by any technique causing a visually perceptible result on the face of the respective carpet
tile 12, including techniques altering tuft height and appearance, and including yarn color. In one
aspect, the selected contrast pattern 28 or design element can be any desired shape or collection of
shapes or yarn appearances. Certainly, it is contemplated that some of the benefits of this invention
will be enjoyed only if at least some of the contrast pattern 28 or design elements in an installation of
tiles intentionally to a selected edge of the second portion of the carpet tile. [0040]As described in
more detail below, it is contemplated that a lagge number of different arrangements fshe relative
positions SAREBAIRH YALEFAAES Y BSSbIaSURLFR I ENTERTES AR DHEERSRE RS of the
distinctivereapebties desstibedhgreitimakent possible, Figlestl, make it easy to create assemblies of
tiles of this invention that differ from each other, while achieving the same general appearance if

deﬁ@red.dlfgi@,_gjso CORHa/zRba ,@dﬁhgﬁ@@#ﬁ@ﬁ@a\@fm@m@tml H@%eaﬁr?nﬂe E?é d’.hl 'mﬁﬂét@ﬁionﬁ can be
achieved by incorporating into the installation different carpet tiles, such as ti aving only the
"backgrotie (P @lrﬁ%rogc%?p&tW?Heﬂ%ﬁﬁ@é’r%gg@%?ﬁ@aﬁg%@ﬂgﬁéﬁ?ar ?ﬁifj&?/' ifferent tiles
carrying aneensinedyiadiffieceint payteortiomcof thef destign[084 tiAdrsbuldrptsotikeappayreat, fiteen the
description. aboye and bslowand ANINAIEn A NATNER, el

tajls @f.the ign of the carpet tile
12 utilized T hese examples are merely'éxemplary and can be su Rstgzat#r?ﬁ(gf&/}(l'asl'tgégré}éla\jvithout departing

from the seofiera?f eifine vfethisamvenyibriveromiheivere dkatenegidiisioldl the, ibradesiarea of the
face of IngSREANANIH LR INAGERESh B IC o Ematdhe FAme iR canppehanded the

appearance of the design elements or contrast patters positioned within the second portion 24 of the

carpet tileagpeaivedigsariiosheaiEngoyelansd esXEkdR (IR RRIASE Gh S RsHHE carpet tile
can be Chﬁé‘ﬂﬁ‘?:aﬁ@%%ﬂﬁs‘éﬂ%@ééma%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%QW&%WEHE%%%QQ%%M eigigan be formed
oly

using conventional type 6 nylon, type 6.6 nylon, p ropylene, polyester, and the like, and the

appearan@e MR D IDERECEPAESN 3R AP LERRSRSAHY (%WfFfbth%Q?e%ﬂB?'&%%r or the
height anghethramyopetieseishkdarmpsttiiss op stitcbEswnitheconipensiesdtistise sqpemplated

D R B S R PR o

and not-yetgeteilieped carpet, fabric and flooring production techniques.
[0039] In an additional aspect, it is contemplated that the second portion 26 of
the carpet tile and/or the contrast pattern 28 or design elements within the second
portion 26 of the carpet tile 12 can be produced by any technique causing a visually
perceptible result on the face of the respective carpet tile 12, including techniques
altering tuft height and appearance, and including yarn color. in one aspect, the
selected contrast pattern 28 or design element can be any desired shape or
collection of shapes or yarn appearances. Certainly, it is contemplated that some of
the henefits of this invention will be enjoyed only if at least some of the contrast
pattern 28 or design elements in an instailation of tiles intentionally to a selected

edge of the second portion of the carpet file.

[0040] As described in more detail below, it is contemplated that a large number
of different arrangements of the relative positions of a particular group of tiles is
possible when installing tiles on a fioor. The design of the distinctive carpet tiles
described herein make it possible, indeed, make it easy o create assemblies of tiles
of this invention that differ from each other, while achieving the same general

appearance if desired. It is also contemplated that additional variations in the
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[0043]lt is contemplated that a plurality of the carpet tiles 12, a floor assembly, can be positioned on a
flooring surface to thereby cooperatively define a floor covering 10. In an exemplary aspect, the
plurality of carpet tiles 12 can be configured for selective positioning relative to one another such that
the contrast pattern 28 of each carpet tile has a desired visual appearance relative to the contrast
patterns of adjacent carpet tiles. In this aspect, it is contemplated that the contrast patterns 28 of
adjacent carpet tiles can cooperate to produce a desired visual effect proximate one or more selected
side edges 17 of the adjacent carpet tiles. In another exemplary aspect, as shown in Fig. 5A, the
plurality of carpet tiles 12 can be configured for selective positioning relative to one another such that
at least a portion of the selected side edge 17a of a first carpet tile 12a abuts the selected side edge
17b of a SRRGAIAGDEL i Rsialalipas BAR S AERIBRT: IHdNCORRREpAHEIR BEanst#RtiN: carpet tile
is positionkfeashaeardhiiaoniastaatieseingidhly sesobdckarpahtiep dttsti| annibeoexemplary
aspect, as.shown in Figs. 5B-50, the pluralit carpet tiles can be configured for selectiye positioning
olative 10/ SHE ARBTEPLIER LR (e RIERE P 2 SUEeD T SRABERIRE TOET. hced apar
from the skfiected sadie mdyectito of badkcond, adjacent carpet tile 12b and the contrast pattern 28a of
the first carpet tile is spaced apart from the contrast pattern 28b of the second carpet tile. In yet
another epemplary aspebtias shove ingdpigrevDfrte tHuradibcob aipdidileseanbRwaniigured for
selective positioning relative.to one another such that.at leas ortion of.the selected.side edge 17a
ot frot AL D o TR e S U TR AR e TR B aaran
exemplarthesetiead forde mnyerdiyonemplang addestiben hetaitiaradiensorisihordviding a plurality
o e R ARGIRAHIRD LalsLa T e Lo AV comiieRerUiamg Le nuraly of carbe
surface such that the co ?

tiles relative to one another on a floorin rast pattern of each carpet tile has

a desirednasgBllegbedpigibe e rd thatfaccontits sraanthpotianjadenitbanseetidbelfeed exemplary
aspect, theamethadd fos frmiac heoeE cavRiaa 4aR sgw@%m?m%@aée(@%i@é}%@%wuraﬁty of
S

carpet tiles relative to one another such that at least a portion of the selected side edge of a first carpet

tile abuts $RBIEATEPRIPS RO THgReS Witdedha sarpathednn af irbtiegserediiertRéabRRast pattern of

the first cairgblilesitinpsitippesrasircenb e fonHaBimtepo Bbihe secans Gafratiie:dn another
exempla% asEect, the method for forming the floor covering can comprise selectively positioning the

plurality o T gfﬁgs relative to one another such that the selected side edge of a first carpet tile is
spaced apart from the selected side edge of a second, adjacent carpet tile and the contrast pattern of

the first c tile is ‘SRR AXEHARIARS ASRCEIRE £LaRatitRs JRAeSEiRsthNeRYR CaR PR still another
exemplarjoaseectsihe toatkoddaaloypirg ihpfilogbe® eriiioean QpIppsR:6elertiyedyspositioning the

plurality of carpet tiles relgtive to one another such that at least a portion of the selected side edge of
a first carsg tf%eea{tkﬁtsagf!]%ﬁda gggeg "B'SH gi Jg&eerh e@a?%&%i%grﬁ%@?ﬁ iigc%ﬁ(:bﬁpqgsé%vﬁgat the plurality
of carpet tilesargind éhpdsitidnedaelative tteedragin atink ptbeaghieverten oé thio fantethudlic, " "brick,"
hoxeq InsibRk e AR eI ISR SR ccnhErRInanarAnorONeL 0 SR IghkAtonS. IS
further contemplated that, within these conventional floor covering configurations, each carpet tile of

the plurali®y Y 'oarped iﬁiléb@éﬁ@ eed @t eptierariansasts mad firddontrackganstheastiarijacent carpet
tiles achieyg;thedRsitedyisHal ARPGRAMaNIBIng a very wide variety of different conventional

and not-yet-developed carpet, fabric and flooring production technigues.

[0043] It is contemplated that a plurality of the carpet tiles 12, a floor assembly,
can be positioned on a flooring surface to thereby cooperatively define a floor
covering 10. In an exemplary aspect, the plurality of carpet tiles 12 can be
configured for selective positioning relative to one another such that the contrast
pattern 28 of each carpet tile has a desired visual appearance relative to the
contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles. In this aspect, it is contemplated that the
contrast patterns 28 of adjacent carpet tiles can cooperate to produce a desired
visual effect proximate one or more selected side edges 17 of the adjacent carpet

tiles. in another exemplary aspect, as shown in Fig. 5A, the plurality of carpet tiles

12



[0046]It is contemplated that the selected position of each carpet tile of the plurality of carpet tiles can
be determined based purely upon the appearance of the face of the carpet tile, particularly the
appearance of at least one edge portion of the carpet tile. It is further contemplated that the selected
position of each carpet tile within a floor covering can be determined entirely without reference to
arrows imprinted on the back side of the tiles, as is conventionally done in the art. Thus, it is still further
contemplated that the disclosed carpet tiles can permit customized, non-conventional floor covering
designs that are achieved through a particular, selected arrangement of carpet tiles in which the
contrast portions of adjacent carpet tiles cooperate to achieve the desired visual appearance.
Exemplar non-%(énven ional floor covering configurations and their correspondin%installation keys are
[

provided I ER% PEALABBYGE AP SPEFHUGIRP RLERIDEF alR tpone AN AbEhoH fraiak. 7A-78, itis
contemplriest thpbitiercef s BlesdiatkidedbgeeiT sar harsceasnsreins 10t dlnas eeyerings comprising

one or mare conyentional carpet tiles, such as, for example and withqut limitation, carpet tiles having a
o (e R oL R P A ISt e AL Ean B RIBHAY 4/t tles can
cooperateanttashpattennail paftdradint adipettitecarpetiiies<o adimve the desirast pistiatrappearance.

[0048]Alt veral ' S [ on.h n.disclo, in the. faregoing
specitcat s e e e e e e e
embodimeRtS6f the Mkatitioal wireehtie socatinketeanfiieddmvelaibivep pasitieninaviigtive benefit of

the teachipg,REesesticst kLeRregRiIng deserinlianapd #P50n atar LaniboRe.! s therefore understood

that the invention is not limited to the SQEeCiﬁC embodiments disclosed herein, and that many

modificatRACEAEBAEFImRRIRAISHE B AR fdashiioh afe frentdadiarem amel iiAkhe scope of
the inventiag. tVorepvestatrIg R saesifictarsic aisce Mo Rysshbereid M@ Al enesashRB in a generic
and descrigtive sense, and not for the purtposes of limiting the described invention. What is claimed is:

pattern Z8b of the second carpet tiie.” In yet anothier exemplary aspect, as shown in

Fig. 5D, the plurality of carpet tiles can be configured for selective positioning

relative to one another such that at least a portion of the selected side edge 17a of a

first carpet tile 12a abuts an end edge 14a or 14b of an adjacent carpet tile 12b.

[0044] An exemplary method for forming a fioor covering as described herein
can comprise providing a plurality of carpet tiles as described herein. The method
can further comprise positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to one another on
a flooring surface such that the contrast pattern of each carpet tile has a desired
visual appearance relative o the conirast patierns of adjacent carpet tiles. In an
exemplary aspect, the method for forming the floor covering can comprise
selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to one another such that at
least a portion of the selected side edge of a first carpet tile abuts the selected side
edge of a second carpet tile and at least a portion of the contrast pattern of the first
carpet tile is positioned adjacent the contrast pattern of the second carpet tile. In
another exemplary aspect, the method for forming the fioor covering can comprise
selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to one another such that
the selected side edge of a first carpet tile is spaced apart from the selected side
edge of a second, adjacent carpet tile and the contrast pattern of the first carpet tile
is spaced apart from the contrast patiern of the second carpet tile. In still another
exemplary aspect, the method for forming the floor covering can comprise

selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to one another such that at
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1. A carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side edges, the distance
between the first and second end edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a length of the carpet tile,
the distance between the first and second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the
carpet tile, the carpet tile comprising: a first portion having a background pattern comprising at least
two colors; and a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of the
background pattern, wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a selected side edge of the
carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast color different than the at least two
colors of the background pattern, the second portion of the carpet tile having a width, wherein the ratio

of the width of the carpet tile to the width of the seco ortion of the carpet tile ranges from about
51 to o530l SRS P ETECHE DG ARSI A FEHRPH A GBI RE CAUBCR A8 extends the

entire lengthzektitecaaspetiile. 3. The carpet tile of Claim 2, wherein the second portion of the carpet
tile extends substantially the entire length of the carpet tile. 4. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the

carpet tilqdmybstantia@msﬂcéamuﬂ@d tHat the ;@l@&@et),titﬁ @é:ﬁs@cimeh yaheseipadifieastia portion of the
contrast pa IS é?aced from elected side e @eﬂﬁ%m ttl ,,q Clalcrénfl wherein at least

a portion 'Eﬁ N Eh At ?H 8)38 '8¥%&?ﬂé(%% &t tlle of Claim 1,
‘wherein tlgagkédasiaid mmmgmlnedaael,(gpmdnu@am@tmnehfmme:ammjgrttyrmuraaMQ minority
color. It is further contemplated that, within these conventional floor covering
configurations, each carpet tile of the plurality of carpet tiles can be selectively
rotated such that the contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles achieve the desired

visual appearance.

[0046] It is contemplated that the selected position of each carpet tile of the
plurality of carpet tiles can be determined based purely upon the appearance of the
face of the carpet tile, particularly the appearance of at least one edge portion of the
carpet tile. It is further contemplated that the selected position of each carpet tile
within a floor covering can be determined entirely without reference to arrows
imprinted on the back side of the tiles, as is conventionally done in the art. Thus, it
is still further contemplated that the disclosed carpet files can permit customized,
non-conventional floor covering designs that are achieved through a particular,
selected arrangement of carpet tiles in which the contrast portions of adjacent carpet
tiles cooperate to achieve the desired visual appearance. Exemplary non-
conventional floor covering configurations and their corresponding installation keys
are provided in Figs. 8A-13B.

[0047] in particular exempiary aspects, such as shown in Figs. 7A-78, it is
contemplated that the carpet tiles disclosed herein can be incorporated into floor
coverings comprising one or more conventional carpet tiles, such as, for example
and without limitation, carpet tiles having a uniform face pattern. In these aspects, it
is contemplated that the conventional carpet tiles can cooperate with the contrast

paiterns of adjacent carpet tiles to achieve the desired visual appearance.

[0048] Although several embodiments of the invention have been disclosed in
the foregoing specification, it is understood by those skilled in the art that many
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8. The carpet tile of Claim 7, wherein the contrast pattern comprises the minority color and at least one
contrast color different from the majority color and the minority color. 9. The carpet tile of Claim 8,
wherein the contrast pattern is formed from a plurality of yarn tufts, and wherein at least some of the
yarn tufts of the at least one contrast color have a height greater than at least some of the yarn tufts of
the minority color proximate the yarn tufts of the at least one contrast color. 10. The carpet tile of
Claim 1, wherein the contrast pattern is printed on the carpet tile. 11. The carpet tile of Claim 1,
wherein the carpet tile has a tufted face. 12. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile has a
woven face. 13. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile has a fusion-bonded face. 14. The
carpet tile of Claim 1, Whereiﬂ the cong_asthatt rn comprises a,ﬁlurality

ot iment i

modifications and other embo s of the invention will come to mind fo which the
invention pertains, having the benefit of the teaching presented in the foregoing
description and associated drawings. [t is therefore undersiood that the invention is
not limited fo the specific embodiments disciosed herein, and that many
modifications and other embodiments of the invention are intended to be included
within the scope of the invention. Moreover, although specific terms are employed
herein, they are used only in a generic and descriptive sense, and not for the

purposes of limiting the described invention.
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of substantially parallel stripes. 15. The carpet tile of Claim 14, wherein the carpet tile has a warp axis
extending between the first end edge and the second end edge and a weft axis extending between the
first side edge and the second side edge, and wherein each stripe of the plurality of stripes has an
elongate length extending parallel to the warp axis and a width extending parallel to the weft axis,
wherein the elongate length of each stripe is greater than the width of each respective stripe. 16. The
carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes have a
substantially equal length. 17. The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes
of the plurality of stripes have a substantially equal width. 18. The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein the

respectivgypignigadtaipnedhis of the plurality of stripes are randomized among the plurality of stripes.
19. The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein the respective widths of the plurality of stripes are randomized
among the plurality of stripes.

1. A carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side
edges, the distance between the first and second end edges of the carpet tile
corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the distance between the first and
second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the carpet tile, the

carpet tile comprising:
a first portion having a background pattern comprising at least two colors; and

a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of the
background pattern, wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a selected
side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast
color different than the at least two colors of the background pattern, the second
portion of the carpet tile having a width, wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet
tile to the width of the second portion of the carpet tile ranges from about 2.5:1 to
about 20:1.

2. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the first portion of th_e carpet tile extends
the entire length of the carpet lile.

3. The carpet tile of Claim 2, wherein the second portion of the carpet tile

extends substantially the entire length of the carpet tile.
4. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile is substantially rectangular.

5. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein at least a pertion of the contrast pattern is
spaced from the selected side edge.

6. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the contrast pattern
extends {o the selected side edge.

7. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the at least two colors of the background

pattern comprise a majority color and a minority color.
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20. The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least two adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes are
spaced apart along the weft axis. 21. The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least two adjacent stripes
of the plurality of stripes are staggered along the warp axis. 22. The carpet tile of Claim 14, wherein
the carpet tile has a warp axis extending between the first end edge and the second end edge and a
weft axis extending between the first side edge and the second side edge, and wherein each stripe of
the plurality of stripes has an elongate length extending parallel to the weft axis and a width extending
parallel to the warp axis, wherein the elongate length of each stripe is greater than the width of each
respective stripe. 23. The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the

plurality of striperhbayegesulstattiali equaldengtihe 2énTrastgaipetiiaifriiaRa mihengin at least
one pair of adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes have a substantially equal width. 25, The carpet
e of Cla 2 B e SHBUATL FEL B1 3 TAPANE EPRHSEAPE FRRIDMBIZETS5. The
carpet tilecofoClaim 22, wherein the respective widths of the plurality of stripes are randomized. 27.
The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least two adjacent stripes of the plurality of stripes are spaced
apart aloi¥y the Wedt eediset 28: Thelelmpt tifeesdiC ien@Pinabbpeitteat lafstrmaxiddjacant stripes of the

plurality %;ﬁ?éﬂﬁ,soﬁlg?aﬁ%%gﬂsr %Q@Wngg?ﬁ ﬂQé%%%'me of the yarn tufts of the at least one

contrast color have a height greater than at least some of the yarn tufts of the

minority color proximate the yarn tufts of the at least one contrast color.

10.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the contrast pattern is printed on the
carpet tile.

11.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile has a tufted face.
12.  The carpet iile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile has a woven face.
13.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the carpet tile has a fusion-bonded face.

14.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the contrast pattern comprises a plurality
of substantially parallel stripes.

15.  The carpet tile of Claim 14, wherein the carpet tile has a warp axis extending
between the first end edge and the second end edge and a weft axis extending
between the first side edge and the second side edge, and wherein each stripe of
the plurality of stripes has an elongate length extending parallel to the warp axis and
a width extending parallel to the weft axis, wherein the elongate length of each stripe
is greater than the width of each respective stripe.

16.  The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the

piurality of stripes have a substantiaily equal length.

17.  The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the
plurality of stripes have a substantially equal width.

18.  The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein the respective elongate lengths of the

plurality of stripes are randomized among the plurality of stripes.

19.  The carpet tile of Claim 15, wherein the respective widths of the plurality of

stripes are randomized among the plurality of stripes.
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29. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the contrast pattern comprises an abstract pattern.. 30. The
carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the majority of the contrast pattern is positioned proximate the selected
side edge. 31. The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the second portion extends proximate select
portions of the first and second end edges. 32. A floor covering comprising a plurality of carpet tiles of
Claim 1 positioned thereon a flooring surface. 33. A carpet tile system comprising: a plurality of
carpet tiles, each carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side edges, the
distance between the first and second end edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a length of the
carpet tile, the distance between the first and second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a

width of the carpeidityrsachcatnekie commisan: A fistportionRrvngsabackarawnd pattern
comprising at least two colors; and a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a

portion oHEWRCREPHIRGP FARERASFAAERTHALOBEIBRASHASIFis positioned proximate a selected side
edge of the carpet tile, th ntr, attern comprising at |[east one contrast colot, different than the at
least twol%%‘lorsﬁgt??hc@[?aeglﬁ%oﬂﬂ%% eé,‘?ﬁg L é%gﬁ%eﬁgk{i\gﬁ gg)cﬁ(éeéﬁ BPfe (#a%ﬁg a width,
wherein thirality of shepeidiinecs thipyeaepeaditiegtththeravidttxiaf the second portion of the carpet tile

ranges from about 2.5:1 to about 20:1,
22.  The carpet tile of Claim 14, wherein the carpet tile has a warp axis extending

between the first end edge and the second end edge and a weft axis extending
between the first side edge and the second side edge, and wherein each stripe of
the plurality of stripes has an elongate length extending paraliel to the weft axis and
a width extending parallel to the warp axis, wherein the elongate length of each
stripe is greater than the width of each respective stripe.

23.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the
plurality of stripes have a substantially equal length.

24.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least one pair of adjacent stripes of the
plurality of stripes have a substantially equal width.

25.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein the respective lengths of the plurality of

stripes are randomized.

26.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein the respective widths of the plurality of

stripes are randomized.

27.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least two adjacent stripes of the

plurality of stripes are spaced apart along the weft axis.

28.  The carpet tile of Claim 22, wherein at least two adjacent stripes of the

plurality of siripes are staggered along the warp axis.

29.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the contrast pattern comprises an abstract

pattern.

30.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the majority of the contrast pattern is
positioned proximate the selected side edge.

31.  The carpet tile of Claim 1, wherein the second portion extends proximate

select portions of the first and second end edges.
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wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are configured for selective positioning relative to one another such.
that the contrast pattern of each carpet tile has a desired visual appearance relative to the contrast
patterns of adjacent carpet tiles, and wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are configured to
cooperatively define a floor covering. 34. The carpet tile system of Claim 33, wherein the plurality of
carpet tiles are configured for selective positioning relative to one another such that at least a portion
of the selected side edge of a first carpet tile abuts the selected side edge of a second carpet tile and
at least a portion of the contrast pattern of the first carpet tile is positioned adjacent the contrast
pattern of the second carpet tile. 35. The carpet tile system of Claim 33, wherein the plurality of carpet

tiles are copfiguperlJor selerHecBAMTRMHEG Sl @ LAR AROhar suehiihet thssrRlested side edge of
a first carpet tile is spaced apart from the selected side edge of a second, adjacent carpet tile and the
contrast pRRETANGA #ROFIRG 8UHSEEtile is spaced apart from the contrast pattern of the second carpet
tile. 36. The carpet tile system of Claim 33, wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are configured for
selective &sitioﬁiﬁﬂ@&%@esé@t@ﬁ% SHOBE Wrch that at least a portion of the selected side edge of a

first carpet tile a n f.an adjacent carpet tile. 37. A method for forming a floor covering,
the method com%%gr%!ts%q %ﬂ%lg fr{{!ge y glﬁj?%alﬁy? rgfeac}:ﬁ%eqat\l’l@sg, g%ééha%érsbee%ﬂg ﬁégiﬁ i3t and second
end edgearshiirir sndreksecdsitsidd geiyydbettis distanvetwetwabe fitetfast msteetend end edges of

the cametdipcararoaninode adalAling Gaeti e didans fgMrenle st and second

side edges e carpet tile corresponding to he carpe carpet tile comprising: a
first porticieeraigtzediskgrsusrrpatdaid e sagripidhe raseilicosiorsronting ta aedditd portion
having a B‘F’ﬂ‘i@é‘éﬂ?&?ﬁ@,i@%ﬁﬁé Witl @&gg}%rpn%f_ the background pattern and positioned proximate

a selected side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast color

gifferent than r:he at leastityypealorsriiig haskagunhoptarmtbsraeReng ReItias afthe carpet tile
aving a wi th,
colorsg; and

a second portion having a contrast pattem intermixed with a portion of
the background pattern, wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a
selected side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least
one contrast color different than the at least two colors of the background
pattern, the second portion of the carpet tile having a width, wherein the ratio
of the width of the carpet tile to the width of the second portion of the carpet
tile ranges from about 2.5:1 to about 20:1,

wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are configured for selective positioning
relative to one another such that the contrast pattern of each carpet tile has a
desired visual appearance relative to the contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles,
and wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are configured to cooperatively define a floor

covering.

34. The carpet tile system of Claim 33, wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are
configured for selective positioning relative to one another such that at least a
portion of the selected side edge of a first carpet tile abuts the selected side edge of
a second carpet tile and at least a portion of the contrast patiern of the first carpet

tile is positioned adjacent the confrast pattern of the second carpet tile.

35. The carpet tile system of Claim 33, wherein the plurality of carpet tiles are
configured for selective positioning relative fo one another such that the selected
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wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet tile to the width of the second portion of the carpet tile
ranges from about 2.5:1 to about 20:1, and selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles
relative to one another thereon a flooring surface such that the contrast pattern of each carpet tile has
a desired visual appearance relative to the contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles, wherein the
plurality of carpet tiles cooperate to define a floor covering. 38. The method of Claim 37, wherein the
step of selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles comprises positioning the plurality of carpet
tiles relative to one another such that at least a portion of the selected side edge of a first carpet tile
abuts the selected side edge of a second carpet tile and at least a portion of the contrast pattern of the

first carpefdiecisqrositioned asipeenttRespaniasiateuhpiibe sreans §a8sdile,r39. The method of

Claim 37, wherein the step of selectiéi%&ositionmg the plurality of carpet tiles comprises positioning
the pluralf§ONCaripaRY RARRIIS RReiechalat e Budtrd FainstdtRyis sPa%mst carpet tile

is spacedzapartrisamibeselesieg:sidmedaecoiacenaonshpadigeent carpet tile and the contrast pattern
of the first carpet tile is spaced apart from the contrast pattern of the second carpet tile. 40. The

method 0B&lainTBé catmbtitisgsstep of CklieetbaWhesiiotirgpbeaptyraita it anpetdites comprises
positioning the plurality of.carpet tiles. relative tq.one another such that at least a portion of the selected
Cite edod I B RO e L o R Bt The RS R pet e hewing v
and secopdrtipil efdgessaratfadtsive stppniisidetedypst the distanae dedveege thiesfirst and second

end edge§§$é§ﬁt?@%ﬁ} corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the distance between the first
and secon e edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the carpet tile, the carpet tile

comprisingy a firgtettign RV §aCHEER RIRRIEThEMRHSIN B FRRgne color; and

providing a plurality of carpet tiles, each carpet tile having first and second
end edges and first and second side edges, the distance between the first and
second end edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the
distance between the first and second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to

a width of the carpet tile, each carpet tile comprising:

a first portion having a background pattern comprising at least two
colors; and

a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of
the background pattern and positioned proximate a selected side edge of the
carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast color different
than the at least two colors of the background pattern, the second portion of
the carpet tile having a width,

wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet tile to the widih of the

second portion of the carpet tile ranges from about 2.5:1 {o about 20:1, and

selectively positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to one another
thereon a flooring surface such that the contrast pattern of each c'arpet tile has a

desired visual appearance relative to the contrast patterns of adjacent carpet tiles,
wherein the plurality of carpet tiles cooperate to define a floor covering.

38.  The method of Claim 37, wherein the step of selectively positioning the

plurality of carpet tiles comprises positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to
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a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of the background pattern,
wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a selected side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast
pattern comprising at least one contrast color different than the at least one color of the background
pattern, the second portion of the carpet tile having a width, wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet
tile to the width of the second portion of the carpet tile ranges from about 2.5:1 to about 20:1. 42. A
carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side edges, the distance between
the first and second end edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the
distance between the first and second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the

carpet tileribasatipet sileconapasiagsedipstpontionthadsig cdnekiy edad patdscompeising at least

two colors; apd secgnd portion having a contrast pattern jntermixed with a portion of the
backgrou%%g%fpeerrfealmﬁ?%?giﬁ’ e@éggo%%apsc%%%rﬁgg %‘3%?(% eearbciﬁﬁ{%aé LR %?e??éﬁie edge of the
carpet tilepthieaso patistpattére tohmEseik isaststienedradisteoldhalitfeneatthatttne af least two

colors Ofﬁlg g&c&%oﬁﬁg}%& tgrn, wherein the first portion of the carpet tile has a width, and
wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet tile to the width of the first portion of the carpet tile ranges

from aboyb2.5:3r{R 3ROt Claim 37, wherein the step of selectively positioning the
plurality of carpet tiles comprises positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to
one another such that the selected side edge of a first carpet tile is spaced apart
from the selected side edge of a second, adjacent carpet tile and the contrast
pattern of the first carpet tile is spaced apart from the contrast pattern of thé second
carpet tile.

40.  The method of Claim 37, wherein the step of selectively positioning the
plurality of carpet tiles comprises positioning the plurality of carpet tiles relative to
one another such that at least a portion of the selecied side edge of a first carpet tile

abuis an end edge of an adjacent carpet lile.

41. A carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side
edges, the distance between the first and second end edges of the carpet tile
corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the distance between the first and
second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the carpet tile, the

carpet tile comprising:
a first portion having a background pattern comprising at least ohe color; and |

a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of the
background pattern, wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a selected
side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast
color different than the at least one color of the background pattern, the second
portion of the carpet tile having a width, wherein the ratio of the width of the carpet
tile to the width of the second portion of the carpet tile ranges from about 2.5:1 fo
about 20:1.

42. A carpet tile having first and second end edges and first and second side

edges, the distance between the first and second end edges of the carpet tile
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corresponding to a length of the carpet tile, the distance between the first and
second side edges of the carpet tile corresponding to a width of the carpet tile, the
carpet tile comprising:
a first portion having a background pattern comprising at least two colors; and
a second portion having a contrast pattern intermixed with a portion of the
background pattern, wherein the second portion is positioned proximate a selected

side edge of the carpet tile, the contrast pattern comprising at least one contrast

color different than the at least two colors of the background pattern,

wherein the first portion of the carpet tile has a width, and wherein the ratio of
the width of the carpet tile to the width of the first portion of the carpet tile ranges
from about 2.5:1 o about 20:1.
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