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(54) Title: TAPE LEADER PIN ASSEMBLY AND METHOD FOR MAKING THE SAME

(57) Abstract

A leader pin assembly (10) for
attachment to tape (30) as a generic and
space~efficient interface between tape and
equipment which manipulates the tape, and
a method for making the same. The leader
pin assembly preferably includes a leader
pin (12), an elastomer element (14), and a
clip (16). The leader pin is barbell-shaped,
having enlarged ends and at least one pair
of flanges (20) each spaced a distance from
a respective enlarged end (24) to define a
pair of recesses (26) and a center section
(18) of the leader pin. The center section
of the leader pin is sized to permit tape to
be wound around the center section, with
the elastomer element surrounding the tape
and with the clip snugly surrounding the
elastomer element to keep the tape securely in
place around the center section of the leader
pin. The end surfaces of the leader pin may
have an outward curve (48) to ensure smooth
movement across equipment surfaces during
leader pin assembly manipulation. Also the
edges of the leader pin may be radiused.




