ABSTRACT The present invention is applied to
i magi ng appar atuses including video canmeras for
recordi ng noving. pictures, electronic still cameras,
nmonitoring devices and such. An inmage pickup neans 3
and an inmage conpressing neans 5 are connected
integrally by a wiring |layer fornmed on a surface of
the i mage pickup nmeans 3 opposite a |ight-receiving
surface of the image pickup nmeans 3. The inage pickup
means 3 provi des procesgifgratmits of image data Sl
relating to an i nage conpressi ng process
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_effective image area is conpressed to detect a code

inghudandi Hidew arreerak dora reconpiagsnayinatpioctivres,
determ.ned .qon the basis of the code anbunt, and the
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pirc%_lbomeans 3 and an image compressing means 5 are connected
integrally by a wiring layer formed on a surface of the image
pickup means 3 opposite a light-receiving surface of the image
~pickup means 3. The image pickup means 3 provides processing
units of image data S1 relating to an image compressing process
sequentially. Imatje dataonapartial area inaneffective image
‘ area is compressed to detect a code amount in advance. A data
compressing ratio is determined on the basis of the code amount,

and the image data is compressed at the image compressing ratio.
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