A-pi pe connecting apparatus for connectlng a first plpe ‘with a second pl, _
inserted into the first pipe menber is disclosed. The apparatus i ncl udes. an---
el astic seal to be disposed within a gap formed between an inner peripheral.
face of the first pipe and an outer peripheral face of the second pipe, the
elastic seal being conpressed in an axial direction along the axis of the

first pipe for sealing the gap, a press ghng fitted on the second pipe, the
press ring being novable on the outer peripheral face of the second pipe in
t he axi al direction and a r R EPRcCONNHPRING | ARRARATVS he second pi pe, the

ret ai ner in which the retainer nmenber is
pressed agai n&%@g‘c@ﬁtﬁghwg@eased condition in which the
retai ner nenber is radially expanded to be released fromthe | ocked
condition, the retainer nenber being switched over fromthe rel eased

condition to the | ockquipe@onnedting iappasabusifar iconnedtiny a first qpipatwithea eof
relative to the press ring. seque Qper at i mechani{sm_.i s operative
to press the sepad; PR 4ps &?e%aﬁgaqm%nmée& esnwvﬁlﬁoaede r€R@i ner
menber at the r ondlt on i n figs re the ssive
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the retainer E@fWé’e’ M@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂl%%ﬂtﬁetﬂ}&tb@%@fhﬁﬂ%ﬁ'téfﬁéhweﬁlsecond

state where the conpressive force is hig
face of the second pipe, the elasuc ‘seal being compressed in an axial

direction along the a:ns of the first pipe for sealing the gap, a press ring
fitted on the second pipe, the press ring being movable on the outer
10 peripheral face of the second pip.e in the axial direction, and a retainer
member fitted on the second pipe, the retainer member having a locked
condition in which the retainer member is pressed against the second pipe
and a released condition in which the retainer member is radially
expanded to be released from the locked condition, the retainer member
15 being switched over from the released condition to the locked condition in
association with a movement thereof relative to the press ring. A
sequentially operative mechanism is operative to press the elastic seal
alone in the axial direction while the retainer member is at the released
condition in a first state where the compressive foi'ce is low, the"
20 sequentially operative mechanism being operative to allow the retainer
member to be switched over to the locked condition in a second state where

the compressive force is high.
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