
In one embodiment, a method of neutralizing the matrix of an acidic
solution including at least one metal using a weak anion exchange resin is
provided. The method includes the acts of: activating the weak anion
exchange resin with a weakly acidic metal complexing reagent, the weakly
acidic metal complexing reagent partially disassociating into 



protons and metal complexing anions, whereby some functional groups in the
weak anion exchange resin are protonated and bind with the metal complexing
anions; and neutralizing a sample of the acidic solution with the activated
weak anion exchange resin. 


